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UNDER JUSTICE!” 
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And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth‘s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no sing/e super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


STan Lee 


eet 


THAT STAR IS A SIGNAL 
ME, AVENGERS -- A BEACON 
ACROSS THE gt) As CENTU- 
RIES, CALLING KANG THE 
CONQUEROR TO FINALLY 
UGATE YOUR "ate a 
ERA! WITH (ZS APPEARANCE-- 
AND MINE -- YOU AUST -~ 


NOT SO, FIEND: * 
THE MIGHTY AVENGERS 
SHALL CRUSH THY 
SCHEMES --OR DIE 
IN THE ATTEMPTS 


ARE YOU GONNA BE 
ee 


‘STEVE, Hecate nies SAL CSS Re & JOE Sue TOM ORZECHOWSKI, ERS ROY. 
Story SILL MANTLO, coloring 


T AM GRATIFIED THAT ( " CALLING YOUR- 
YOu AT LAST KNOW sl SELF KANG THE 


CONQUEROR 
KINDA GIVES IT 
AWAY, DON'T 
YOU THINK? 


CAUSE 
HAST THOU 
BUT BATTLE, 

KANG? 


: = LD 
TAVENGERS 46, 23, 24,69, 70, 71.-- HISTORIAN 


AS TO THAT, IRON MAN-- ONE AND THOUGH OUR PREVIOUS BATTLES HAVE PROVEN... 
CANNOT CONQUER WITHOUT INCONCLUSIVE... T NOW PLAN TO SWEEP OVER YOU 
OPPOSITION. LIKE THE SEAS! 


1 WANT YOU TO OPPOSE ME! 
LACKING THAT, I GAIN NO 
CONQUEST! 


THE VIBRANT CRY THUNDERS IN THE CONCRETE 
CANYONS AROUND THEM AS THE THUNDER GOD 


STRIKES THE FIRST BLOW. 


wi Wi 
ol 


THE EYES BEHIND IRON 
MAN'S VISUAL SLITS WIDEN 
AT THE SIGHT OF A BLOW 
HE THOUGHT ONLY THOR 
HIMSELF COULD DELIVER: 


--THE MACHINE 
Al 


FORCE USED 
AGAINST [T-- 


$0 THE VISION'S COMPUTER MIND DECIDES 
AGAINST USING 115 , AND CHOOSES, 
ODY INTANGIBLE, 


=> HE FAILS TO CONSIDER THAT THE PAIN HE 
PLANS TO CAUSE IS ITSELF A PHYSICAL 
FORCE OF SORTS! 


MANTIS SNAPS HER TORSO FOR- 
WARD, REQOUBLING HER RUNNING 
ISPEEO TO HURL HERSELF HARD 
INTO A MACROBOTS CHEST... 
WITH NEGLIGIBLE RESULTS! 


--OR EMOTION OVER A LOVED 
ONE'S FAIN? THE SCARLET 
WITCH FEARS THE LATTER -- 


--AND SHE LOOSES A WEAK BUT 


+~-AND THOUGH STILL EXHAUSTED 
FROM HER RECENT BATTLE WITH 
NECRODAL 


SHE HAS: 
LEARNED TO DRAW UPON HERSELF.. 


RIGHT. AT LAST F WAS NOT GUILTY 
OF UNDERESTIMATING MY FOE. 


TOO OFTEN IN THE PAST IT HAVE 
LET MY CONTEMPT FOR ALL 


TRENGTH. 
TIME _MY TACTICS. 
WERE FAULTLESS. 


REBUILDING MY EARLIER STIMU-| 

UOIDS WITH A MORE SOLIDLY 

MECHANICAL SENSORY SYSTEM, 
ROBOTS, 


a 


MY PERSON [S NEVER WITH- 
QUT ITS PROTECTIVE FORCE 
FIELD, WHICH T CAN EXTEND 
AT WILL! DO YOU THINK I 
WOULD WALK AMONG YOu 
IN LESS THAN COMPLETE 
SAFETY? 


INSTEAD OF ASSESSING THE 


WOULD THAT T_ MIGHT ONCE 


YES! THEY SHOULD KNOW! 


KANG SHALL RULE NOT OMLY THE 
FEW REMAINING MEN ON THIS 
NUCLEAR-SCARRED PLANET-- 


FOR INSTAN- 
PORTATION. 


YET IT IS THE REASON I HAVE ALWAYS CHOSEN 
THE TWENTIETH CENTURY TO ATTACK --AND THE 
REASON I SECRETED 4 TEMPORAL MONITOR 
DURING A PREVIOUS INCURSION, TO SIGNAL ITS. 
Bil TOME! 


1TS BIRTH, BARBARIANS, 
HERALOS THE COMPLETENESS 
OF THE CELESTIAL MADONNA-- 


HEED ME, YOU FOOLS, AND HEAR OF THE JA] 
DAWN STAR? =| 


UR BRANCH OF 
TIME STREAM-~ 


HER MATE, 
THE RECOROS 


~-BUT I, KANG THE 
FIRST, WILL BE HE! 


IN APPEARING ABOVE AVENGERS 
MANSION, THE STAR PROCLAIMS 
ONE OF THESE THREE WOMEN 
THE CHOSEN ONE! 


AS YET, SHE 4 


{S UNAWARE OF HER SPECIAL 
DESTINY, SINCE (T YET LIES IN HER 
— FUTU 


1E-- 
~- AND I, 700, REMAIN 
IGNORANT OF HER 


BUT ALL 
WILL BE 
REVEALED 
IN THE... 


we ANO I SHALL Filed THAT 
“THAE CONQUERING YOUR 


YOU ARE A WEAKLING AND 
A BLUNDERER-- WHILE MY 
PLANS CALL FOR POWERFUL 
MALE AVENGERS! 


OS 


WAVES OF 
RIPPLING COLOR 
BLOOM AND 
BURST, SWIRLING 

BEFORE THE 


ABOUT ME! HE 
THUMBED HIS. 


NOSE AT ME, 
LIKE I WAS 
\ NOTHING! 


BUT -- WHERE DOT YET AS HE STANOS 
BE THERE UNDER THE 
LURID LIGHT OF THE 


3 


IT1S I, AGATHA 
HARKNESS! 


TO ME TONIGHT! 
- NT 
CONCENTRATE-- 


“I_APPEAR TO YOU THROUGH SUPER- 
WATURAL MEANS. I(T (S MYSOLE 


‘00 YOU--DO YOU KNOW. 
Be) WHERE WERE‘IS, MISS HARKNESS?” 


; yj P=} --BUT HURRY! 

ii “-- WE ARE INSIDE ; I KNOwWs 
THE PYRAMID OF ‘ AM _NO MAN'S 
THE PHARAOH & BRIDE -- 


peewee z ae AT THIS ys --BUT THE SWOROSMAN'S GOING 
S| [satnce's trans: RS 4 TO SURPRISE THEM ALL & 


YA" MANTIS! “HY? MANTIS! 
EVEN WOW, SHE'S ALMOST ALL I 
CAN THINK OF! THE WAY SHE CUT 
ME COLO, WITHOUT EVEN A 
PARTING GLANCE--? 

> 


“MY" MANTIS! DOES KANG WANT 


HER NOW, LIKE £ STILL DO? 
or 
WHAT WITH ALL 
THE MYSTERY 
SURROUNDING 
HER Pe 


R PAST-~ 


TO 
BELIEVE THIS |S 
TIED IN, TOO! 


SHE LED ME OW LIKE ATWO- 
BIT TRAMP -- TOLD ME I WAS 
HER MAN AND THEN Qtu7T ME 


x 
: 


LORD, WE WERE SO HAPPY IN 
VIET NAM! SHE SAVED MAY 
LIFE -- GAVE ME BACK MY. 
SELF-RESPECT-- ANO EVEN 
PUSHED ME TO REJOIN THE 
AVENGERS! 


\ GHE SEEMED SO , 
LOVING, SO DEVOTED-- 


BUT_HOW CAN A-- 
A CELESTIAL 


LIKE EVERYTHING 


H 


AND THE DESPERATE LOOK 

IM THE SWORDSMAN'S EYES 
ONLY INCREASES AS HE 

INGLY JETS TOWARD EGYPT. THE 
TMME SLIPS BY Hilt, UNNOTICED, 


UNTIL -~ 


hmmm, AND IT LOOKS LIKE 
I'VE VIOLATED SOMEBODY'S. 


AIR SPACE AGAIN! 
~ 2 WHY 


7 Se COULON'T THE 
AVENGERS HAVE 
TELEPORTs 


TATION, 
LIKE KANG ~- 


INSTEAD OF MAKING ME 
AIGHT MY WAY IN? y 


WHY 1S IT, DO -- BEFORE THE SWORDSMAN IS TORN 
YOU SUPLOSE, SICKENINGLY FROM THESKY! 
THAT SOME 
MEN ARE 
LITERALLY 
BORN TO 


THE WOROS 
ARE HARDLY 


HURRY, SWORDSMAN! 
YOUR PURSUERS ARE 
CONTACTING 
BASE FOR FURTHER 
INSTRUCTIONS 
REGARDING YOU! 


Zs 


LSS 


Sey 


Pry oe 


YOU HAVE ARRIVED-- @hhhh! 


"ND 


WHILE, iN A_CHAMBER DEEP. I THOUGHT YOU AAAINTAINED: 
WITHIN THE PYRAMID'S DUSTY TOO SERENE A SILENCE SINCE 
CONFINES... YOU AWAKENED, OLD WOMAN! 


NO ONE DECEIVES KANG! 
DO YOU HEAR: NO ONE! 


WHAT MATTER 
IE THE FOP HAS’ 
REACHED THE 


HE COULD NEVER 
HAVE FOUND ME 


“I WAS BORN {N THE Isr [F 
ee t= AND TRAVELED TO ANCIENT 

PENCE UNC PROGAESS, | ESYPT, WHERE MY INEXPLICABLE 

AND A TIME WHICH T APPEARANCE S 

PINES LOATHED! Mi ESCAPE 

egiestiow | scnoSe te acinte'® 

PARALYRAY, ! 


“DETERMINED TO FIND 
EARLIER, MORE ABVENTUR- 
OUS TIMES, I Re 7 THE 
DEVICE IN THE FORM OFA ff 

SPHINK-~ 


“EVENTUALLY, I RAN AFOUL OF 
THE FANTASTIC FOUR, AND OPTED} 
FOR A RETURN TO MY ORIGINAL 


“MEN OF THAT TIAE ARE BARBARIANS, STILL 
FIGHTING FOR LONG-FORGOTTEN CAUSES WITH 


WEAPONS THEY NO LONGER COMPREHEND. IT 
WAS AS SIMPLE TO BEND THEM TO MY WILL AS IT 
WAS THE EGYPTIANS-- 


WN 
& py aa 


“--WHICH COULD NOT WELL 
WITHSTAND THE DISTURBANCES 
TREAM 


“I FOUND MYSELE UNABLE TO 
S7OP UNTIL T OVERSHOT MY 
MARK, AND ENTERED THE 
FORTY-FIRST CENTURY ~~ 


“A BLEAK, BARREN TIME, VA 
DECIMATED BY GLOBAL WAR, 


BUT I WEARIED OF RULING SERFS! I NEEDED 
FRESH CONQUESTS, OVER MORE VIRILE MEN -- 


--AND THUS, I BEGAN MY CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST THE TWENTIETH CENTURY! 


IF YOU SEEK MEN, ET US BOTH LOOSE, 
WARRIOR, THEN KANG-- AND WE'LL SHOW 
YOU WILL NOT 


\ “ABOUT CONQUESTS! 
a 7 


BAH! My CAGED canaries B 
ATE i 


SING LIKE ©, 


IRDS. 


BE THANKFUL THAT I HAVE 
NOT DISCOVERED WHICH OF 


WOULD NOT LONG 


SURVIVE THAT 


YOU IS MY BRIDE-TO-BE, Z 
FOR THE OTHER TWO i) 


DISCOVERY! 


10 A SWITCH Is TLY BUT I SPENT A LOT OF YEARS 


Se (S INDOLE! 

THROWN, AND THE SWOROSMAN BUMMING AROUND THE WORLO,| 
FADES FROM KANGS VIEWSCREEN.., HIRING AAYSELF OUT FOR ANY 
DIRTY JOB THAT WAS AT HAND--| 


=-AND LORD 
KNOWS, THOSE 
PHARAOHS DID 
THEIR BEST TO 
PREVENT 


REI 
JUST THAT! 


A FLICKERING BLAST BURSTS 
FROM HIS BLADE HILT! 


ROBBING! 


THAT WAS THE KEY 
BLOCK, ALL RIGHT: 


I GUESS THAT PART 
OF MY LIFE WASN'T 
ENTIRELY WASTED! 


BULOWS PAST HitA FROM 
THE DEPTHS OF THE TOME.., 


. i 
ca“ 


IF I REMEMBER RIGHT, THE 
PYRAMIO BUILDERS WERE 
PRETTY INGENIOUS IN BRINGING 


LIGHT IN FOR THEIR 
CONSTRUCTION -- 


~-DON'T 
‘S RIGHT! 


HE THINKS OF ROBERT E. HOWARD. 


OVER- 
WHELMING! 


TORCH-LIT 
VAMPIRES! 


“TRULY CONTENT UAAGINE HIS SHOCK WHER HIS 
FOR THE FIRST CALM KILLING STROKE GOES 
TIME IA) DAYS, UNNOTICED, AND THE PALE 
FOR HE IS. GUARDIAN OF RAMA-TUT'S TOMB-- 
MMMERSED 


IN) HIS 
ELEMENT! 


a 


FOR 5,000 YEARS, THIS NIGHT- 
STALKER HAS EXISTED WITH NO 
AIR-- OR WATER -- OR SLEEP -- 
02 BLOOD 


QUITE BY ACCIDENT, THE SWORDS- 
MAN IS LEFT UNSCATHED? 


WIE ~ THE WALL~-SWUNG OPEN AS z 


g-{--SECRET PASSAGE 
: MAYEE -~ 


(1S EFFECT, IN THIS TOMB, !S TERRIFYING, ANDO 
ee fo OEE, SCRAMBLES FERKILY TO HIS 


MUST'VE-~GONE OUT A DIFFER-| |SO THEY LOOSED OLD AMEN- 

rT FROM THE ONE T HOTEP AFTER ALL THESE 
CAME IN! T DON'T RECOGNIZE CENTURIES! MARVELOUS! 
ANY OF THIS! 


(EN I FORCED 


Wu 
HIMA "TO DRINK THE 
NECTAR OF THE 


HAVE BET HE'D 
SURVIVE A CENTURY, 
LADIES! AN 


MY QUICK CHECK ON 
THE SWORDSMAN'S 


H, 
BROUGHT US QUITE AN 
UNEXPECTED 
SCENE! 


A GROUP OF 
SOLDIERS-- 
ALL BUT ONE 4 


DEAD-- os 


tor 


=-ANO AMENHOTEP |S 
REMEDYING THAT! 


Sees aia SWORDSMAN 


fj OHO! LOOK 
AT THIS NOW! 
AMENHOTEP: 


--ANO THEREFORE MUST 
HAVE BEEN FIRST TO DIE! 


HAHA HAS THAT 
IS SUFFICIENT? 


f --AND BY THE 
TIME EGYPTIAN 
REINFORCE: 


aleNouRs ROI 
SHALL BE GOWE! 


THEN CET THEM FIND THIS 
HIODEN CHAMBER! WITHIN 
HOURS, EGYPT WILL BE 
INCINERATED, LIKE MOST 
WORLD -- 
--AND 
KANG SHALL BE 
RULER OF ALL 
y THAT REMAINS! 


LT GUILT_THIS LABORATORY AS 
RAMA-TUT TO SERVE MAY 
NEEDS ATSOME FUTURE TUME-- 


AND IT HAS CERTAINLY 
SERVED ME WELL TODAY! 


NOW, fleas YOU WILL SEE WHY 
CAPTURED YOU oS MALES IN ADDITION y YOu oe 5E HOURS. MOVEMENT 
4 ie SMALLEST EAEROe, 
Musee iS NOW DENIED YOU 


/ THEN, WITH MY MACROBOTS POWERED BY THE 
ONLY YOUR INTERNAL ORGANS, 4 
SUCH AS YOUR HEART AND LUNGS, RAW ENERSY EAC! YOU POSSESSES, NO- 


H OF 
WILL CONTINUE UNGAR ED. THING IN THE WORLD WILL BAR THEIR PATHS! 


YET PERHAPS ONLY J, AS 
-- AND ALREADY, = SON OF ODIN, MAY FULLY 
SOMEONE'S ‘COME COMPREHEND THE 
UP WITH A WAY TO MAPLICATIONS OF KANG'S 
COUNTER IT! TALE OFA CELESTIAL 
j MADONNA AND 
GODLING I! 
THE RAY KEEPS ME FROM ORDERING MY 
FOOT-JETS TO FLY ME FREE OF IT! 


INDEED! 


WITHIN HOURS, T SHALL STRIKE AT THE PLANET'S -- AND THE NOT IE THE 

GREATEST LEADERS, AND THE RESULTING CHAOS SWORCSMAN 

WILL SWIFTLY INFLAME THE WORLD! as | CAN HELP IT, 
KANG WILL BEGIN! MISTER! 


SHALL RULE 
p OVER AlL-- 


ONE QUICK BLAST FROAA A HAND GRABS HIS YOU MUST NOT DESTROY KANG! 
MY SWORD, AND YOUR SHOULDER--A HAND 
FROM BEHIND, BUT I ALMOST HAD HI 
ORE cD 


WHERE EVERYONE'S I ALMOST MADE IT! 
OEAD! 


weet, THIS. LOOKS LIKE A PRETTY GOOD PLACE I i 7 MEANWHILE, IN THIS REGU- 
TO TAKE A BREAK-- BUT YOU ALREADY KNOW THE GIAN SIZE CAR BOOK NEXT MONTH: 


lime vaens wanmen me ncw-ov-cae AWENGERS.*2 AADONNA2 


aay _ santas: 42” MARVEL COMICS GROUP.f3 
ae ~ GIANT-SIZE:. 
R 


KANG 7 CONQUEROR! 
RAMA-TOT, Zak - 


ad PLUS: THE SHOCKING, SOUL-SEARING be st 


a 7 DEATHSAVENCER! 4) 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Sih THE MIGHTY AVENGERS. 


STEVE ENGLEHART / DAVE COCKRUM // TOM ORZECHOWSKI Bit MANTLO 
Story Art it 


Lettering Coloring 


oe TTL 
FEATURING: NX TTI LLL. 
THE ROWDY 
RETURN OF 


WARNING! BE 
SURE '4OU READ 


FIRST! YOULL FIND 
IT IN AVENGERS #129, 
NOW ON SALES /E 
et DON'T HEED 


OF READING 
ENJOYMENT! 


WARNING! TO THOSE 
OF YOU WHO DID READ 
THE FIRST PART: THIS 1S 
THE SECOND PART, EVEN 
(ELT May NOT, WMEDIATELY 
APPEAR 50! KEEP. 


FUPPIN' THOSE PAGES, 
TIGER! 


WARNING! TOO MANY WARNINGS WILL 
KEEP US AWAY FROM THE ACTION! 


HAWKEYE, THE AAARKSMAK, 
LAUGHS AS HE RIDES THE 


WILD WINDS 


TH-TH-THAT AIN'T 


NOTHIN, SSAM! J} 


THE BANDITS HE'S 
SURPRISED HAVE 
THAT LOOK ON 
THEIR UPTURNED 
FACES: THE SPECIAL FEAR ONLY 
FACING A SUPER-HERO INSPIRES-- 


NOW AIN'T THAT 
JUST LIKE A 
WEL THIEF? 


| 


RUNNING OFF WITHOUT 
EVEN ANSWERING A Ag 
CIV QUESTION! EE 


I, — 
ETT, 
~-1 USED A MOUTHWASH JUST 
P’\ BEFORE STARTIN' OUT LAST NIGHT--)_ | 
i ya 


0 YOU DON'T 


ADVENTURERS, HOWEVER, SO 
QUITE SO 


TOOK YA LONG 
ENOUGH, KEEGAN. 


tT GET 
Goosesumes Jf 
STANDIN’ 
AROUND! 


HEY -- HOW COME 
YOU WERENT AT W 
AVENGERS MANSION? 


THE COPS ARE IN NO PARTICULAR AWE OF FREE-LANCE 
THEIR Ri 


ME? I QUIT THE AVENGERS --OVER A YEAR 
> AGO!* YO) 


SURE, SURE -- BUT 
IF MY BUDDIES: 


r! KANG THE CONQUEROR 


THE WORST: ONG 
KIDNAPPED ‘EM JUST BEFORE 
DAWN AND 
cuaimeo He |e 
WAS GEARIN' e4 

Fol 


ANO SO HAD 
HAWKEYE -- 
BUT ITS BEEN 
PRETTY 
NOSTALGIC 
ALREADY--* 


NIGHT FOR HIM X 


TONY STARK 
MUST HAVE AN 


INCREDIBLE 
ELECTRIC BILL! 


HIS PURPOSEFUL ACTIONS BELWING 
HIS _FLIPPANT TONE, HAWKEYE 
WARILY ENTERS. 


AT LEAST 
THEY DIDN'T 
CHANGE THE 


YOO HOO! 
YOUR PRODIGAL 
SOM'S COME 

TO CALL! 


QUESTIONS? 


WHY? BECAUSE I'M SO STUCK ON 
PLAYIN’ A LONE HAND, TM ALWAYS 
RUNNIN' OFF MALF-COCKED! 


JARVIS! DON'T CREEP AROUND LIKE THAT, WILLYA? 


TM SORRY, MASTER 
HAWKEYE. I'VE BEEN /2.* 


HAVE YOU COME 
TO HELP, SIR? 


SOMETIMES I ACT AS DUMB 
AS PEOPLE THINK I AM - 


THIS STAR ABOVE YOUR 
MANSION PROCLAIMS E THREE, THOUGH SHI 
THE COMPLETENESS Wer UNAWARE OF THAT FACT! 
OF THE CELESTIAL = = 
MADONNA! = HER DESTINY IS TO MARRY 
fF THE MOST POWERFUL MAN 
EARTH -- THAT SHE MAY 


ON E, 
BEAR -- THE ONE! AND THAT 
MAN WILL BE ME! 


AND, THR 
RULE THE HEAVENS? 4 


THEN HE TELEPORTED THEM ALL AWAY-- 
EXCEPT THE SWORDSMAN, HE LEFT HIM BEHIND--| 
TOLO HIM HE WASN'T WORTH SOTHERING WITH. 


EARLY BROKE HiAd, SIR! THE SWORDSMAN-- 
HASN'T HAD AN EASY TIME OF IT SINCE HE 
BUTLER'S 


REJOINED THE AVENGERS! IT'S NOTA 
PLACE TO PRY... BUT ONE NOTICES THIN 


THINGS? WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH HIM, 
) 7 


SEEMS TO BE IN A FOG 


HE'S DISTRAUGHT, SiR-- Vg 
ALL THE TIME -- Sy 


--AND HE HAWKEYE! 1 MIGHT 
HASN'T HAVE KNOWN YOU'D 
RETURNED /\ LEND US A HAND 
SINCE -- IN OUR HOUR 
Sool 
oo | tt) 
19 ie % 


BUT I SHALL PROVIDE 
YOU THE MEANS TO 
DEFEAT KANG THE 


-- AND I'M TOLO THAT RAMA-TUT WAS WHAT KANG. 
CALLED HIMSELF WHEN HE RULED ANCIENT EGYPT! 


KANG IS RAMA-TUT-- 
AH, BUT TO A TIME TRAVELER, 


ALL THINGS 
QUESTION ME NO FURTHER. 
SIMPLY BELIEVE THAT I 
A\ WILL DO WHAT IS 
NECESSARY TO GAIN 


OH, SURE-- ANO? BUT I PROBABLY SHOULD 
GO ALONG FOR NOW. SWORD 


———_~- 
IT WE HAVEN'T ALWAYS SEEN EYE TO NOW, WE ARE-- 


WEL! 
LOOKS LIKE EYE, BUT WE MADE A PRETTYGO0D 
You've TEAM BACK WHEN YOU TAUGHT ME 


BEEN DOIN'( ARCHERY-- AND WE WILL AGAIN! AVENGERS: 


BUT THAT WAS 


YEAH. TWO OF ‘EM.n 
THE WEAKEST TWO, 
NEXT TO THE WASP’ 
AND ALL WE'VE GOT 
BESIDE US IS SOME 
OLD CLOWN IN A 
MUSHROOM HAT... 
S 


i 


THE THREE PARALYZED 
AVENGERS WILL ACT AS 
PERFECT POWER SOURCES, 
CONFINED WITHIN THE 

ENERGY- ABSORBING 
ASSASSINS -- 


--ANO EVEN THE WEAKEST 
OF THE THREE WILL 
PROVE STRONGER THAN 
ANY OPPOSITION 
EARTH MAY MOUNT, 
EH, VISION? 


THEN, THE LEADERS OF THE 
SOVIET UNION AND THE 
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC WILL FALL-- 


"Es 


=-AND IN THE 
RESULTING CHADS, ONE 
WELL-PLACED NEUTRON 
BOMB WILL SPARK A 
WORLD-WIDE 
CONFLAGRATION! 


THERE WILL BE LITTLE 
DIFFICULTY IN YOUR 
MACROBOT'S MURDERING 
THE AMERICAN 
SECRETARY OF STATE! 


+. KANG WILL 

HAVE YOU, AND 

THAT WILL BE 
THAT! 


IT MUST BE ME? MANTIS 1S 
ANYTHING our A MADONNA! 


THE COMPLETENESS HE 
MENTIONED MUST BE 
MY TURNING TO 
WITCHCRAFT! 


ee 


TIL, 6000: tT Hee wanes 
KANG--AND LEAVE THIS 
IT MUST BE WANDA: 
THIS ONE FEELS NO 
VIGRATIONS-- NO EMPATHY 


WITH THIS CONCEPT! 


THE EGYPTIAN: 
PYRAMID -- 


WITHIN THE CREATURE, 

THE VISION LIES. 
COMPLETLY DEVOID 

OF VoL FD, (aren) 

THROUGH Ki 

WE CENTURY. Y Science: ihe 

BUT UNKNOWN EVEN TO 

THAT FIEND-- 


Reus WEAKNESS THAT 
HAS EIS Hin TWICE 


THE WIS/ON HAS ALGO BEEN 
QWERECOME BY THE MYSTE= 


HIS STILL- CONSCIOUS 
MIN 18 A MAELSTROM OF 
MPOTENT HORROR ~~ 


-- FOR AS ALWAYS, 
HE HASN'T A CLUE Tt 
THE REASON WHY! 


BUT AS HE'S SWEPT. Ke = 
WARO KANG'S VICTIA, 
BETTER THAN A BATTERY-- 


AVENGERS 
ASSEMBLE! 
Wy SS 


OTHERS ARE ONLY HUMAN! 


IT, (T CAN FUNNEL 
RIGHT BACK! 


uh HUH! THEN HOW DO YOU 
PROPOSE WE FIGHT THIS THING? 


T DEFIAITELY SHOULD 
VE ASKED MORE 
QUESTIONS BEFORE 


BARELY IK TIME, THE TWO AVENGERS 
SCRAMBLE CLEAR OF THE MACROBOT’S 
COUNTER-ATTACK -- ~ TSS 


SS 


We 


Tn oEOr oy SHOWING AND THE SWORDSMAN 

HELPED, BY SHOWIN 

US WHERE KANG Bapeed 70 THAT BELIEF, 
WOULD ATTACK! FEELING IT STRENGTHEN HIM... 


THESE AVENGERS LACK THE 
RAW POWER TO DEFEAT ME -- 


V, (7 AND THIS MAN _\% 
MIGHT AS WELL HAVE 
yf, STAYED HOME! 


{T WAS OBVIOUSLY HE TO WORRY ME, HE 
HO TELEPORTED WOULD HAVE TO BE 
ae ENCES nee MY EQUAL, WITCH--, 


THAT WORRY YOu Y --AND THERE IS 
AT ALL? by}! F NO SUCH MAN! 


RE EON, of [SHOW POWERFUL 1 WAS... HOW CALCULATING 
THE PHARAOH. | ANO CRUEL! BUT ALL THAT POWER NEVER 

“_| GAINEO ME THE OWE THING T LEARNED IN 
LATER LIFE I WANTED — 
MOST OF ALL... 2 


“AS MY SIXTIETH YEAR CREPT UPON 
ME, I REALIZED THE VOID I HAD 
MADE OF MY LIFE, CONQUEST WAS 
A DRUG -- STIMULATING ONLY FOR A 
TIME -- AND IN THE END, I WOKE UP 
ALONE. — 


6: Herm 
gy |"..,.MY BELOVED MAVONWA, |e 
WHO LIES AS THOUGH LIFE- Ba 
LESS IN SUSPENDED 2 
<i AMMATION! 


“THEIR BOISTEROUS Joy AT “I RULED THEA WELL, WITH 
BEHOLDING ME AGAIN, AFTER MY THE VIRTUE I FORMERLY 
BANISHMENT AT THE HANDS OF aT: COMI 


as 


if i * 
: 
rai 
q 
ES RO: 


-I SMASHED MY SPHERE AND 
ays MAY PEOPLE AS 
IRAOH RAMA-TUT! 


KNOW THIS, THEN -- 
~-THE ROBOT'S POWER STEMS 
FROM A VISION WITHIN! 


o\ 


MEAN --THIS BABY ABSORBS ITS I KNOW WHERE THE VISION 
Iu ANOROIO'S IER FROM! 


you 
POWER FROM THE NUTTY 
BODY! 


>:BEFORE LASHING 


FOR A MOMENT, THE ROBOT yy Z ZA Z, THAT'S (T, ROBBIE: 
1S STILL, STUNNED BY ITS OUT IN’ A WILD- pye GL. USE UP WHATEVER 
SUDDEN DARKNESS ~~ FLAILING FURY! y 3s ENERGY'S LEFT -- 
Wr oF" 5 
x ] 


a 


ry 


--SINCE IT STANDS TO REASON 
THE VISION WAS RECEIVING 
HIS LIGHT THROUGH YOUR 
EYES, AND WITH THAT 
SOURCE CUT OFF -- 


FOR A BREATHLESS MOMENT, 

THE At ING DUO STAMOS 
MET, JUST LISTENING TO THE 
IDING ECHOES OF THAT FALL... 
«UNTIL SUDDENLY, A 


GREAT WAR 
SOUNDS AMONG THEM! 


we DID i: 
WE ALS 
WE BEAT KANG! 


, a 


) ABE 


‘\ 


= 


BUT ALMOST MMAMEDIATELY UNSEEN, HE LEAVES THE SCENE OF 
BRINGS HIMSELF UP SHORT. HIS CRIME -- WHILE BEHIND HIM... 
WO CAMPAIGN WAS EVER 


WORNLIN ANGER, HE TELLS RIGHT, NOW THAT THE MACROBOT 
HIAASELF STOICLY! HAS CEASED TO MOVE-- 
VERY WELL! I STILL Y 
WE TWO ROBOTS, h 
POWERED BY f.- 


~(EXPLETIVES 
DELETED)” 


BE 
HIS PARALYSIS! 


FREED OF EVERYTHING, IN FACT... 

EXCEPT THE TERRIBLE, ENERVATING 

WEAKNESS... I FEEL (Al EVERY 

SYNTHETIC FIBER... OF MY BEING... 
= 


Y 
NO LIGHT REACHING 
THE JEWEL...NO POWER 
COMING IN... MY ENERGY 
WAS DRAINING.,, 
ORAINING... 


HAWKEYE,,. 2 


YEAH, VIZH-- IT'S ME, ALL 
RIGHT. YOU JUST TAKE (T 
EASY, OLO BUDDY, ‘CAUSE 


LIKE SWORD SAID, RAMA-~ 
FIRST THERE WAS OWE MEM- 
BER OF THE RESISTANCE-- AN’ 
NOW THERE'S FOUR! 
LET'S 
GO FOR FIVE-- 
OR ALL MINE! 


KANG PRESUMES HE HAS ELUDED US. HE 
{S IN ERROR. 


AVENGERS ASSEMBLE! 


OF THE 


1 


“\.. WHEN T TOLD HIM OF MY PLAN, 
“BUT I HAD MADE MY DECISION, 


AS KANG, I HAD WASTED MY 
LIFE IN FRUITLESS WARFARE-- 
THE MOST FRUITLESS OF 
WHICH WAS MAY ASSAULT ON 
MADONNA. 


“I WOULD SLEEP AS ONE 
ESE! 


“THAT WOULD OCCUR 
“THEN I ‘OlED," 


SUNLIGHT ONCE MORE 
FELL ACROSS ITS FACE. 


“FOR THE KEY TO IT ALL WAS THE SUNLIGHT... AND 
ee fon PREVIOUS TIME TRAVEL SERVED ME 
fog er FROM MY LIFE AS KANG, 
Taare THE SWORDSMAN WOULO ENTER MY PYRAMID 
-- AND THAT THROUGH A SERIES OF MISHAPS AND 
ACCIDENTS, HE WOULD STUMBLE INTO THE 
HIDDEN CRYPT. 


"THUS, I ARRANGED TO HAVE THE CASE WITHIN THAT HAT CRYPT-~ 
ARRANGED FOR CRYSTAL MIRRORS TO BEAM LIGHT TOITS VISAGE-| 


‘\- AND WHAT WAS COMPLETE HAPPENSTANCE 
TO THE SWORDSMAN, FIVE THOUSAND YEARS 
AFTER I STEPPED INTO THE CASE, WAS A 
COMPLETELY, RECBELE: FARE ‘OF WAY EAS v 


IND NOW I AM HERE, TO TURN MYSELE 
FROM MY MILITARY MADNESS! 


--WHEN IT 
ANNIHILATES: 
THE PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC'S 

ENTIRE 
RULING 
CLIQUE! 


YOUR ARMORED MIGHT FAR OuT- V/, 
STRIPS THE VISION'S, IRON MAN. 
THUS, Pa MACROBOT WILL 


EVEN IF THE AVENGERS’ 
SINISTER ALLY HAS LEARNED 
OF MY PLANS, HE WILL LEAD 
THEM TO MOSCOW NOW, 
es, 

THE REVERSAL OF MY 
FINAL TWO TARGETS 

WILL YET BRING ME 

SUCCESS ! 


BRUSQUELY, KANG CLANGS SHUT 
THE MASSIVE MACHINE, 
LOCKING ITS HELPLESS 
AVENGER IAISIDE. 


BREAKS THE ROBOT'S Rt 


-- AN EVEM MORE ASTONISHING TABLEAU 
CORD! 


INSUFFERABLE INSECTS! THIS 
FOLLY WITH BLOOD; 
————— 


=;AND THE MOST ASTONISHING 
SIGHT, SINCE RICHARD AXON, 
APPEARS IN PEKING... ALSO 
LOOKING FOR CHOU EA-LAt! 


$ 


Zi 


TIME THEY SHALL PAY FOR THEIR! 


———4 
DESPITE 
HAWKEYES BOAST OF “THREE 
AVENGERS,” THE VISION {S YET 
RECOVERING HiS STRENGTH-- 
AND THAT BURDENS THE 

STRANGER! 


50 


BRING HARM TO THIS 
ONE'S MAN AT YOUR 
OWN PERIL, RASH ONE! 


WHA-AT? SINCE WHEN IS 
THE VISION YOUR MAN, 


OH, 15 HE? AAUST 
HE'SUFFER 
SLAVISHLY, 
THEN -- 


+-WHILE YOU PLAY YOUR 
GAMES OF NEGLECT AND 
ABUSE? IS THAT WHAT 
YOU EXPECT OF A MAN? 


A STEN HERE! IVE BEEN GOING 
IROUGH A IRAE =- DIS COVERING] 
MYSELF! THE VISION UNDERSTANDS! 


iS 


co f\ 
as wl 


ay if ae ae BoY! 
eairent I HIT THE 

JACKPOT WITH 

\ "THIS ONCE-- 


WOULON'T BE IN 
THE SHAPE HE'S IN! 


SWOROSMAN, 

VISION, HE 

COMES FOR | AVENGERS’ FIGHT. 
us: I'LL FACE HIM 


AND ALTHOUGH NOT FULLY RECOVERED, THE 
ANOROID = 


V HIS PLAN IS SIMPLE! FORTUN- 
ATELY, ERE ITS EVEN BEGUN-- 


“FORTUNATELY,” 
BECAUSE THE 


7 -OBOT 
WITHOUT ANY 
FORCE AND 
AK S SHORT OUT 
. | TRON MAN, 
bs THUS STILLING 
HIS POWER, 


Sf a 


YET... THERE {S 


AS WE SAV, || THERE I$ A FORCE FIELD 
FORTUN- SURROUNDING IRON MAN. 


ONE STRATEGY 
WHICH STANDS 
A CHANCE... 


THE CLOTH OF MY SPECIAL COSTUME aot BY ALTERING MAY fel ko 
S&S AS AMENABLE TO MY COMMANDO a QENSITY TO NEAR ZERO, 
AS MY OWN BODY, 


WR A SK ; 
,). UY; f j "NO TWO 
Vy fur | | Bie 
PY TH 
| SAME SPACE 
AT THE 
SAME TIME.” 
y ~olo Y 
Z| SCIENTIFIC LAW. 


fy, 
aN 


Wes 
My Oe os 
\\ \ \| THE EXPLOSION IS SO VIOLENT-- 


>THAT THE MAMMOTH. ( 2 G 
WACKOBOT |S COMPLETELY EXPLOSION! 
EXSINTECRATE = : ct SHELLHEAD! LONG 
aN e ("7 \ TIME NO SEE? 
> Se ; 
ss Vi ABOUT DEAD. 


ss <A 
SP Z| --BUT THE MAN INSIDE 
THE FORCE FIELD IS 


\\ wy, 
UAPERIOUSLY, KANG WARPS 
RR THE SPHERE INTO SIGHT-- 


A: My 


HIMSELF 
GUIDES THE 


THIS TIME, --AND IT WILL 
KANG KILL HIM! 
SB 
|MACROBOT'S. 


tT WHE 
REACH 
IRON MAN-- 


HE'S ERVIN'Y 
URE BAD 
BACON! 


“.-TO RE-ENERGIZE 
HIMSELF!” 


TAKE CARE OF MISS HARKNESS, VISION! SHE'S 
STILL UNCONSCIOUS FROM KANG'S RAYS! 


THEN WE ARE 


a YS UNITED ae: ) \ 
ae ON eased VIOLENT RAGE, LONG BOTTLED INSIDE, 


RAGES FORTH FROM HER FINGERS-- 


Wt THIS CASE, IT HAS 
CALLEO UP-- MOLTEN 
LAVA! 


Yq 


Sy » 
we 
MUCH HAS 
YOU DEPARTED, 
HAWKEYES 


R NOW, WEVE 

ie SEEN JUST 

& ABOUT EVERY- % 

THING IAS 
THIS NOVEL 

m SO FAR-- 


si WHAT CAN THIS 
mM 
HAVE TO 00 WITH ANYTHING? 


~~, 


WELL, KANG CLAIMED HE 
WISHEO TO RULE THE 
HEAVENS -- 


--BUT BIT BY BIT, ALL 
HIS PROGRESS TO- 
WARD THAT GOAL 

HAS BEEN 


TURN AGAINST 
KANG'S CAUSE! 


GOOD LORD, WANDA, IF THAT'S 

WHAT OWE NIGHT WITH MISS 
HARKNESS TAUGHT YOU, I'D 
HATE TO SEE YOU IN A WEEK! 


PERHAPS IN 
THAT TIME, HOW- 
EVER, SHE MAY 


THE METEOR COULD THAT IS 
NOT HAVE STRUCK GooD! 
MORE CLOSELY TO THERE 
THIS ONE WITHOUT-- HAS BEEN 
TOO Mi 
i DESTRUCTION 


HALA! THE ALREADY! 


MAACHINE YET 


INSTRUCT YOU 
NOT TO 
JEOPARDIZE THE 


I HAVE REFRAINED FROAA ACTION UNLESS 
NO OTHER OPTION PRESENTED ITSELF, 
FOR REASONS I MUST SHORTLY EXPLAIN-- 


--¥ET TO FREE THE 
FINAL AVENGER AST 
FREEO THE VISION {5 
A PRIVILEGE AND A 
PLEASURE! 


AND WHEN SAID AVENGER HAS STEPPED 
FROM THE STILL-STRUGGLING MACROBOT-- 


YOU LOOK ALOT BETTER THAN 

THE VISION OR I DiD, OLDERIEND-- 
A BENEFIT OF HAVING MATURAL 
POWER, [ 


GUESS. , we 


~-FOR ONE WHOSE 
PRISON HATH FELT THE 


YOUR 
Loss! | 


“a 
C7, 
— 
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REVEAL YOURSELF, COWARD! COME 
OUT OF YOUR PUERILE 
fea] Discuise AND SHOW 
~~ < <\ THE FACE OF HIM WHO 
“¥ DEFIES 
AY WILL! 


IN THISMOMENT, I_ BEHELD 
~-AND HE CANINOT DARE TO BELIEVE IT: RAMA-TUT Reeouet THE EYES OF KANG-- 


IROUGH THI 


Se, 
Ww, “I " 


ot) 


KS 


ZA 
I FEEL Y 
HER FILLING 
THE FUTURE 
LIKE A 
FLOWER 
COMING TO 
BLOOM! 


MMi Yk AND You-~ 


BECAUSE OF THE MADONNA! YOU HAD TO 
BE KEPT FROM HER, ANDO ONLY ONE WHO 
KNEW YOUR SECRETS COULD BO SUCH A 


WITHOUT MY AID, HAWKEYE AND THE 
SWORDSMAN WOULD HAVE FALLEN BEFORE 
YOUR_FIRST MACROBOT, ANDO THEREAFTER, 

NOTHING COULD HAVE STOPPED You! 


y \\7 


I DISGUISED MYSELF SO THAT YOU WOULDN'T 
DISCOVER AAY IDENTITY DURING THE WAR, HAD 
THAT HAPPENED, YOU'D HAVE TURNED YOUR 
ATTACK UPON M@, INSTEAD OF THE AVENGERS -, 
~- WHO; ONCE PAST 
THE FIRST 
CHALLENGE, WERE 
E THAN 
YOUR MATCH -- 


~- AND IT WAS 

MAPERATIVE THAT 
YOU MEET DEFEAT 
ERE YOU LEARNED 
THE REASON WHY! 


THIS ISMAONESS! ARE YOU SAYING THAT I 
WILL COME HERE, AS YOU, TO BRING ABOUT 
MY OWN ROUT? 


MMPOSSIBLE! NOW 
THAT I KNOW OF THIS, 
T SHALL NEVER 
AtLOW IT! 


YOU CANNOT AVOIO IT! FUTURE EVENTS WILL 
INEXORABLY LEAD YOU HERE! EACH OF US 
HAS A DESTINY, KANG! YOU SOUGHT THE 
MADONNA'S... BUT FOUND YOUR OWN! 

IN TIMAE, YOU WILL ACCEPT 


THIS! FOR NOW, SIMPLY 
BELIEVE -- AND PUT AWAY 
YOUR WEAPON? 


fagh! KY WEAPON 
& Whar ENSURES 


MY TRIUMPH! 


SHE IS AS AMAZED 
AS ANY AT THIS TALK 
OF MADONNAS-- 


YOU PLACE YOUR FAITH 
IN A FALSE PROPHET, 
p MANTIS! 


KANG'S FINGER TIGHTENS ON THE TRIGGER -- AND) 
I THAT INSTANT, A MAN IN THE HOT GRIP OF 
MADNESS ANDO LOVE SHOVES FORWARD LIKE A 
WILD-EYED KING KULL -- 5 


ve 


WHY DID T 
LAY? 

DID I PRAY FOR 

A MIRACLE? 


WHY 


NOTHING CHANGES? | KNEW YOU 
WOULD FIRE, BUT I HELO BACK, 
HOPING MY REVELATIONS CO! 
CHANGE THIS OWE THING! 


THE STRUGGLE (S FIERCE, -- THE TIME SPHERE PURRS 


SA 


bee 


WAGE, ANID THEN, BY. 


-- | |(ATO PULSATING LIFE -- 


VANISHED? 


a FOR NOW, THUNDER GOD, REMEMBER, 
KANG'S THREAT { e KANG HAS TO SURVIVE IT, TO BECOME 
ENDEO! RAMA-TUT! 


MANTIS HAS BEEN THOUGHT MANY THINGS: 
A MARTIAL eee BH: a ee eee 
A FAITHLESS ¢ 
DONNA. BUT AT TE: He. tae THIS 
PLACE, THERE CAN! BE NO DOUBT AT ALL -- 


== THAT SHE IS A WOMAN It! AGONY! 


DARLING! 
DARLING! “ YOU CANNOT DIE! 


I TRIE... TO BE 
WORTHY OF YOU... 


OF THE 
AVENGERS... 


ITANIUM MAN! 42— 
RADIOACTIVE eas 
MAN! = 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Sil THE MIGHTY AWENGERS!. 


THE SWORDSMAN /S DEAD! oo 
SLAIN BY KANG THE CONQUEROR —_-_ 
IN LAST MONTHS G/ANT-S/ZE pommes)} 
AVENGERS *2, CUT DOWN IN A 4 
DESPERATE, DOOMED ATTEMPT bee 
TO SAVE THE LIFE OF THE howael Seems eel] 
WOMAN HE £0VE0-- ———— 


Fe 


=-HE NOW LIES IN S7A7E, SURROUNDED 

BY THOSE HE NEVER BELIEVED WOULD 

AUSS KIM, BS THEY 0, MORE THAN 
ANY HAS THE WORDS TO SAY 


STEVE ENGELHART - Saga. 
SAL BUSCEMA - Zayouts 
SOE STATON + Finished AE MOMENT OF HIS LIFE, BUT HE TRIED THE LeveL 


THE SWORDSMAN WAS A LOSER TO THE LAST 
BEST HE COWLO, AND ISN'T THAT ALL AWYONE 
CAN DOZ 


JOE ROSEN ° LeHering 


BILL MANTLO- Coloring ee ol aa LET Us SEE HOW HE 
ROY THOMAS - Fi/itor CAME TO THIS SPO 


Tt BEGAN YESTEROAY, FORTY-EIGHT HOURS AFTER THE SWORDSMANS DEATH. EXCUSE THE RATHER 
FORCED LEWTY BUT THE AVENGERS DWELL TOO NEAR DEATH TO LET THEMSELVES BROOD ON IT. 


=- SO THIS WOMAD THE NEWSCASTS 
MENTIONED (5 REALLY C0--AND ALL 
BECAUSE I GOTON HIS BACK! * 


KCAPTAIN AMERICA 
a ope FALCON 


179, 
K* CA EF *T6--ROY, 


MARVELOUS, KAWKEYE! ‘TIS CERTAIN WE 
DID FAILTO PERSUADE OUR ABSENT ALLY 
OF THE FOLLY OF HIS WAYS. * & 


UM...I REALLY HADN'T 

PLANNED TO COME 

BACK AT 44 -- BUT 

I JUST GOT CARRIED 

ALONG IN THE KANG- 
WAR- 


--THIS ONE WISHES TO THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR 
HELP AND KINDNESS TOWARD AN UNDESERVING WOMAN 


--AND TO 
BID YOU ALL 
FAREWELL. 


OBVIOUSLY, 
THIS ONE 
CANNOT 


WITH THOSE 
HER ILL- 


~-SO SHE WILL THIS DAY RETURN TO HER HOME- 
LAND OF WETWAM,TO SEEK, THROUGH THE STUDY 
OF HER PAST TO EXPLAIN THE MYSTERY WHICH 
CLOSES EVER MORE FIRAALY ABOUT HER. 


SHE ASKS 


R 
INTERMENT. 


TO THIS ONES KNOWLEDGE, IT IS THE PLACE WHERE 
MOST HAPPINESS NAS HIS-- AND SHE OWES HIS 
SPIRIT THE MOST PEACE SHE CAN PROVIDE. 


THE AVNOUNCEMENT 
OF THY WISHES... 


---BUT IN REGARD 
TO DEPARTING OUR 
MIDST, I SAY THEE 

WAY! 


WE WERE IN THIS AT 
“THE START, AND WE'LL 
SEE IT TO THE EWD. 


YOU MEAN-- YOU WOULD AYE, WE WOULD! THY BEHAVIOR HATH NOT WHAT SAYEST 7HOU, THEN, VISION? 
YET HELP THIS ONE, ALWAYS BROUGHT CRED/T TO THYSELF, TIS 
AFTER ALL THE TERRIGLE TRUE-- BUT THY CHASTENED DEMEANOR ff 
THINGS SHE HAS DONE? J | DOTH REFLECT A PENITENT SOK, 

+ 


WE SHALL AZe 
OF US ACCOMPANY 
HER, EH, 


WANDA? 


IM--AFRAID I CaW'7, 
THOR. MISS HARKNESS 
INSISTS T REMAIN WITH HER, 
TO PURSUE MY STUDIES IN 
WITCHCRAFT: 


-.- FOR L AM NO LONGER A C@EO/T To THE BULL! YOU'RE NO CRAZIER THAN ANY8ODY 
AVENGERS. THREE 7/MES NOW -- ONCE AGAINST SN ELSE IN THIS ROOM-~ AND ALL EASY 
2ORMAMME, ONCE AGAINST ZODIAC, AND ONCE ROOM Bh SOKES ASIDE, THAT'S WOT VERY MUCH! 
AGAINST KANG--* - 
WHOEVER HEARD 


- _ 
<-THREE TIMES HAVE I FROZEN IN THE MIDST i OE AN AVENGER GrViNG 
OF BATTLE, ANO ZL BELIEVE MY COMPUTER-MIND [P 

TO BE GOING INSANE! 


MOREOVER, MY FRIENO-- IF WANDA THEN COME WITH ME, MY 
15 TO BE SEQUESTERED WITH HER SCARLET WITCH, WE HAVE 
MENTRESS, THOU WOULDST BE SURE A GREAT DEAL OF WORK 
ALONE WERE! YOu WoN'T TO DO. 
= COME 
‘TIS FAR BETTER THAT THOU DosT, ALONG, 
COME WITH US, WHERE WE MAY WANDA? 
Ald THEE IF NEED Be! 


YES. ALL RIGHT. 
YOU MAKE SENSE. 


Now, SINCE THE QULK OF THIS STORY| 
WILL BE TAKING PLACE IN WHAT. 


-- AND SEE WHATS UP AT THE SAVGON DIAMOND EXCHANGE ? 


AMERICAN Gis ONCE CALLED “7WE 
4ANO OF THE GREEN LATRINE”’ 


SP ie 


, OR TLL DO yA O, 


OKAY, SOES! Nosovy MOVES, 
VRE! 


ST 
rr. 


THE StASHER 
IS HERE FOR 


a 
ey 


<< 


=- BUT _A VALIANT GUARD SOON LEARNS THAT Yyf 
BUZZSAW {S NOT FUNNY AT 422 / 


\ ——— WT tag 
Lj, VUE 


ID WHEN A GUY WEARS A SUIT COVERED WITH 
OES, PEOPLE OUGHTA 


== AN 
RAZOR- SHARP BLAi 
LISTEN TO 


THE REST A 
YOU ARE 
DOIN’ AVES 


SECONDS LATER, HE BURSTS FROMTHE DIAMOND 

EXCHANGE, UNCARING OF THE TIRED, THE POOR, THE 

HUDDLED MASSES CROWDING THE GARISH STREET 
OWTSICE. 


<-AND SO THE SLASHER 
HAS PULLED WHAT 


SEEMS TO BEA 
PERFECT CRIME, 


Pay 


AFTER ALL, PEOPLE 
CAN NEVER BLOCK 
HIS WAY-- 


BUT DON'T YOU WORRY, 
MARVELITE. WE'LL SEE 
THIS PUNK AGAIN S 


FOR NOW, THOUGH, WE TURN OUR EYES TO THE WORTH, 
WHERE, HOURS LATER, WE FIND THE AVENGERS’ 
QUINJET SLICING DOWN TOWARD-— 


-~THE ABANDONED TEMPLE 
OF THE PRIESTS OF 
PAMA ?* 


WHY HERE, 
MANTIS? 


ALL TRUE MANTIS-LOVERS 
REMEMBER THE SMALL 


MYSTERIOUS MISS.--R.T. 


THIS ONE CAN ONLY FOLLOW HER 
EMPATHIE NATURE, \\S\ON-- AND 
EVEN WITH ITS HISTORY OF 
MONSTERS ANO BLOODSHED, THIS 
“TEMPLE FILLS HER WITH AN OVER- 


WHELMING SENSATION OF 
WS Heawairerry. 


¥ 

THIS \S THE PLACE THIS ONE 
R MAN TO PASS 

(ERMITY, 


AND THE AAUN7ED LO0K IN 
THE DARK GIRL'S EYES-~ 


--AS SHE LEADS THE 
AVENGERS TO THE \ 
GROVE WITHIN THE WALLS-- 


FOR ONCE, THEN, THE MYSTERY OF MANTIS RECEDES’ 
FROM EVERYONE'S MIND, AS EACH PAYS HIS FINAL, 
SOLEMN TRIBUTE TO A FRIEND. 


GOODBYE, SWORD, WE WERE 
TWO OF A KIND, I ALWAYS 


--- BUT 
e IF siaSty, 


N Jf } Z ALWAYS 
y, \ { VER 


IE SILENCE, AS HER MEMORIES, BOTH 
jOGO ONES AND GAD-- 


ALL FATHER ODIN, We WHO 6E ‘A MAN CANNOT EXIST WITHOUT 
AMORTAL ARE OFTTIMES THE KNOWLEDGE THAT He MAY 
THIS ONE KNows NoT }yd TEMPTED TO FORGET THE FORFEIT THAT GIFT WHENEVER 
OSEN MEANING OF MORTALITY-- HE PLACES HIMSELF IN THE PATH 
OF PERIL... 


..- YET MEN DO RISK THEIR LIVES, 
AND SOMETIMES LOSE THEM, 
FOR MANY AND VARIED EASOWS.... 


LIFE (5 BUT 
A TEMPORARY 


\ Ma) 
/ 

Pass “di / 

+. -AND THE GREATEST Y, 
yr OF THESE...IS LOVE. { 


THEN, AS ONE, FOUR STRONG 
MEN LIES THEIR FALLEN 


(R STR 
HOULOERS... AND CONDUCT 
HIM ON HIS FNAL TOURNEY. 


[AD THEY HAD THE CHANCE THEY'D 
(AVE MOURNED THE. OSMAN 
NY MOMENTS £: 


9 L =~ ey 
--AND THE * 
RADIOACTIVE 


THOSE MEW--THEY'RE THE FAMOUS PLEASE-- PLEASE, YOU MUST HAVE 
AVENGERS! wp x DO NOT MERCY! 
THEY'LL, PeRanrr your 
OPES TO FLY 
Es TO 
100 HIGH, Bein 
WIFE--! 


{F ONLY T 
CAN 
THI 


MURDERER! 
eS \ 
mM 
Sg 
He 


THE Seay 
BEGUN 


RING TOUCH OF THE TWIN BEAMS. Has ONLY | 


ITS WORK AS THE THUNDER OF FURI 
KES THE LAND. POUNDING FORWARD, 


YET SHE DIED, 
DID SHE NOT? 
Do you vEseRvE 


NEVERTHELESS, WE SHALL 
WOT KILL YOU. 


ONLY TEACH 


SHAKE: 
MITOLMIR FOR A PREEMPTIVE STRIKE 


Ave 
WE SHALL THOR READIES 


YOu--A 
LESSON! 


HE SO-CALLED CEASE FIRE 


HALT, AVENGERS! THIS 


--BUT-- 
IS O@R BUSINESS -- 


--AND YOU 


7 
WHICH ACLOWED YOU AMERICANS 


YOU AVENGERS MAY STRUT AND 
PREEN IN THE £REE“LANDS-- BUT 
WE HOLD THE BALANCE OF POWER 
MERE! 


AND NOTHING-- 
NOTHING COLLD 
BE SWEETER! 


“ONCE, WE FOUGHT YouU--T, 


< 
“THE 7/7AMIUM MAN FACED 
YOUR (RON MAN SEVERAL 
RUSSIA) 


“HIS F/MAL MISSION 
WAS TO PERSUADE 
THE EXILED CRIMSON 
OYNAMO TO RETURN 

TO THE STATE-- 


“--WHICH LEO TO 
A COLOSSAL 


"BOTH, HOWEVER, ESCAPED 
THE GOLDEN AVENGER-- 
AND & HEARD RUMORS IN 


WAS SAID 
(TANIUM MAN 
COME 


Ms HIS 
QUARRYS DISTASTE 
FOR SERVITUDE 


“AND HAD ACTUALLY 

JOINED HIM AS AN 

INDEPENDENT AGENT. 
_ 


“NONE OF 
THE SuPER- 


TEN, Faun 
.| THE RUMORS. 
TO BETRUE! 


owe,” 


ee! 


SANA i = 
“BEING (N AGREEMENT WITH THAT PHILOSOPHY, 2 SOON FOUND A WAY TO ESCAPE--| 


".- BECAUSE THE THREE OF 
US ALL/EO OURSELVES 


HERE WE ARE NO LONGER 
CRIMINALS! \T |S YOU WHO 
MERIT THAT DESIGNATION! 


YOU ARE 
UNDESIRABLE 
ALIENS-- 


WERT your two avopies ARE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE DEATH OF A WOMAN I 
LOVED *-- AND YOUR WET CONG 
1S RESPONSIBLE FOR 


*Z(N*22 AGAIN, 
+ TALES OF 
SUSPENSE #39--ROY, 


GET YOUR MANO OFF ME; THAT MAY BE SO, MY FRIEND-- BUT. 
THUNDER GOO! T'VE THESE MEN DO SPEAK THE TRUTH. TiS 
GOT A LOT OF DEBTS: THEIR LAND NOW, AND E'EN AS WE MAY 
TO PAY TODAY! NOT FOLLOW 22, 000M INTO HIS KiNG- 
DOM OF LATVERIA-+ 


i 
QZ, ke 
| 4 na 
POWERLESS WARE? 

Pee 


WE'LL SEE WHOS 
POWERLESS -- 


\ Ce 


~-OF THESE TWO BEINGS, AMONG THE STRONGEST THIS WORLO HAS EVER 
SEEN, LUNGING FOR EACH OTHER WITH WO HOLOS GARREDS 


\ 


aa 
yy 


BUT THereLi Be 
ANOTHER TIME-- 
ANOTHER PLACE! 


THEY Do NOT AWOW THAT We BURIED 
THE SWORDSMAN IN THE TEMOLE-- 
BUT IF WE EVER WISH TO ENTER 

THIS AREA AGAIN--! 


‘AW, WHO'D want Y 
TO COME BACK, | 
ANYWAY? SWORDS, 
DEAD_SOHE 
WON'T CARE! 


LET US TRAVEL, 
THEN, TO MORE 
[ERIENOLY TERRITORY-- 


INVOLVED WITH 
THE KREE WE 
(OULD 


INVESTIGATION 
OF HER 4S7., 


Goon 06a, \ | 
VISION! 


WE'LL BROADCAST A WORLD-WIDE 
APPEAL FOR THE KREE CAPTAIN-- 
OR FOR RICK JONES, WHICH 

AMOUNTS TO THE SAME THING. 


BUT NO ANSWER |S FORTHCOMING --AS. 
READERS OF CW'S OWN BOOK CAN UNDERSTAND, 


WELL, WE'RE BOUND TO GET A 
RESPONSE EVENTUALLY. IN THE 


IE DESPITE HER CLEAR MEMORIES 

OF A CHILDHOOD IN SAIGON, SHE 

CANNOT SUBSTANTIATE THOSE 
MEMORIES ~~ 


THEY LAND AND THE GIRL EAGERLY 
BOUNDS TO THE PLACE IN QUESTION. 
BUT THEN-- 


YES--MIS TAKEN, MISTAKEN ABOUT 
EVERYTHING THAT DANCES SO 
BRIGHTLY IN HER MIND. 


TM SORRY, Miss. You coup wor \\ 
HAVE LIVED HERE IN 1961, FOR MY 
WIFE AND I BUNT THIS HOUSE OUR- 
SELVES TWO YEARS AGO. 


you must Be } | 
l| \ MISTAKEN. 


= 
Es 
S 
5 
Zz 
z 
= 
z 
Ey 
EA 
iS 
as 


+, JAISTAKEN ABOUT HER WHOLE 

LIFE AND BEING! THE VISION 

SPEAKS OF GOING INSANE-- BUT 
WHAT OF-~ 


STORY ON 
THIS CHICK 


“SHE FIRST APPEARED AS 
MANS... GIRLERI 


THE SwoRos-| 


“AND THEN L/8RA, ONE OF THE 
ZODIAC CARTEL, GAVE Us A 
OIEFERENT STORY, TO HER ANGER 
AND APPARENT AMAZEMENT. HE 
CLAIMED SHE WAS HIS DAUGHTER 
BY A VIETNAMESE WOMAN-- 


“WHOSE GANGSTER BROTHER HAD 
TRIED TO DESTROY THEM SOME 
TWENTY YEARS BEFORE. THE WIFE 
HAD BEEN K/LLEO, ANO £/8RA HAD 
BEEN BLINDED. 


HIS 
INFANT CHILD To 
TO THE TEMPLE 
WE VISITED EARLIER--| 


“SOON AFTER, A SPACE-CREATURE 


CALLED THESTAR-STALKER 
PROCLAIMED THESE PRIESTS TO BE 


PACIFIST KREE- 


"\-- COME TO EARTH ORIGINALLY 
TO GUARD AGAINST AM. 


"OBVIOUSLY, ALL THIS WAS HEARSAY, 
FROM OBVIOUSLY (MPEACHAGLE 
SOURCES-- 


‘-BUT THREE 


THE CELESTIAL M. 


“-_AND KANG SAID IT MARKED] 

MANTIS'S READINESS T 

BECOME SOMETHING 
AON, 


"THAT, 
eae 


iO 
CALLED 
(NA! 


ATLEAST, 
A 


WHAT DOES MANTIS. 

HERSELF WANE To SAY 

ABOUT ALL THIS 7 HH 
HER MEMORIES 
REMAIN THOSE 
OF A SIMPLE 
WETNAMESE 

ORPHAN-~ 


-- WHO LIVED ACL 
AER LIFE ON 
THESE STREETS. 


HOLY TOLEDO,NIZH! THAT'S THE MOST... 
‘MOST... 


BEFORE THE SWORDSMAN'S 
SOBERING DEMISE. 


ABOVE ALL ELSE, THE VISION IS. 
TLEMAN. 


A GEN 


+,OR PERHAPS, HE, 700, FEELS THERE 
1S A SUMILARITY BETWEEN THIS 
WOMAN OF MYSTERY AND HIMSELF, 


[eur ALWAYS -- ALWAYS -- THE 
INHABITANTS OF THESE PLACES 
DISAVOW HER-- 


* 


fo | 
; 


oi 
i, 


zi 


i 


D 


IT 1S DURING A FINAL DULL TOUR 


CROSSES THAT OF SOMEONE WE'VE 
MET BEFORE. 


THEY MUST 
BE ON My 
TAL! 


BUT THEY WON'T HOGTIE 
THE SLASHER! NY FENCE 
ARRIVES AT MIDNIGHT-- 


BY 
GONNA STAY 
WELL OUTTA 
SIGHT TL T 


THERE'S THOSE 7/TANIC THREE 
JOES, COMIN’ IN TO WALTZ 
AROUND SAIGON LIKE THEY 


OWNED \7! SUST ‘CAUSE 
THIEU CANT PROVE 
THEY'RE CHARLIES-— 


AN’ THEY CAN BEAT 


TAR OUTTA OY: 
ot ANYBI 


NOW THAT GIVES 


WHO /$ THIS ONE--OR WHAT 
1S SHEZ SHE CAN NO LONGER 
Riles Sead ari 
: 
Kt ITION- 


--PROBABLY 
UMAPLANTED 
IN HER MEMORY- 
AND PROGAGLY 
BY THE DEAD 

KREE PRIESTS. 


Mg THE 
CELESTIAL, 
MADONNA’-| 


-- BUT HOW CAN THAT 6&7? EVEN 
1 EVERYTHING BEFORE THE 
SWORDSMAN [5 A LIE-- 


=~ THIS ONE WAS BEEN A 
FOOLISH, FICKLE CHILD, USING 
THE MAN WHO 40VEO HER-- 


-zIN ORDER TO CHASE AFTER 
ANOTHER WOMAN'S MAN! 7H/S 
ONE 15 NO MAPONNAS 


YET IF SHE/S... 
WHO (5 TO BE HER 
MATE? 


THERE 15 AN ATTENTION AVENGERS! YOU WERE Now You MUST FACE THE 

SWER FOR WARNED OWCE NOT To ABUSE YOUR CONSEQUENCES OF YOUR 
ZOUR QUESTIONS, RE i> z NON-COMPLIANCE } 
~- BUT IT i 


oN 


WE KNOW MAUGHT OF WHAT THOU DOST SPEAK, FOOL! EVEN A GOD IS NO MATCH FOR THE 
TITANIUM MAN -~ UNPARALLELED POWER OF THE 7/ 74MM MAN-— 
~-BUT IN SA/GON, We BE NoT + 
OBLIGED TO ACCEPT THINE 
AGGRESSION, 


AND You, 


IRON MAN--YOU WHO 
BLAME ME FOR JANICE CORD'S 
DEATH TO 


SPARE 
YOURSELF -~ 


THE ARCHER IS VERY GOOO, LITTLE LADY, SO THE SLASH- 


ER’S GONNA BE EXTRA CAREFUL WHEN T SLICE KIM J 
le 


-- MANTIS 15. S7HL BUT YOU LOOK STRUNG 
A MigtaEss OF OUT TO ME, BABY! 


Hee , 
Rf 
OZLAMASG 


BUT YOU DIDN'T COUNT ON THE 
IE MAY SUIT GIVIN’ ME 


CISELY AS THIS ONE WTENOED, 
HONE! YOUR LACK OF 
ANCE  p UMLITY, TOOTSIE! 


SHARP- EDGED ARM 


=-WILL SOON 
BE BEYOND p 
YOU, BRAGGART/ 


@ 2 


- BUT A RUN-IN WITH MY 


YOU COULD HAVE BEEN 
SAFE IN SAIGON, 
THUNDER GOD! 


VIET CONG 
Bh SYMPATHIZERS! 


THOR 1S SAFE 

WHERE ER 

HE MAY GO, 
VILLAIN! 


IRON MAN'S BECOME 
EVEN MORE POWERFUL 
THAN THE CAST TIME 


THAT'S /7-- ALL WE'LL SEE OF THIS 
MAN THIS TIME-- AND IT’S MORE 
THAN /RON MAN WILL SEE. 


FEE} 
KICKED MY, 
ARMOR! 


SWINGS DOWN AND BELTS, 
HIM BACK OUTS 


YOU HAD BEST CALL OFF THIS 
PECEPTION, SLASHER. 11'S 
OBVIOUS YOU INCITED IT. 


== AGAINST ONE WHO CAN WL) ANOTHER OF MY POWERS 1S THE 
IS le DURABILITY SOLAR ENERGY 1 CAN FLASH 


LITTLE OLE Me, 
AND MY RAZOR- 
SHARP S7EEL 
1S GONNA GET 
ME SOME 
REVENGE! 


Sree. ‘Ss 
LESS, 
SLASHER 


MOND. FROM MY EYES- 


BSS -- to og0R you 


Re 
WHERE YOU S7AWD,/ 


THEET CHARGES? WE KNOW WAUGHT, 
OF SUCH THINGS, TITANIUM MAN-~ 


q 


DROPPED 
THE QLAMONDS! 
NY Have To Pickem Ying 


mi P--CAN'T LOSE 
\ ‘EM, AFTER ALL 
THIS--! 
ra oh 
4) 


YOU TOLD US YOU WERE (WWOCENT 
OF THE THEFT CHARGES THE 
AVENGERS SOUGHT YOU FOR, 
COMRADE! YNOCENT! 


HE /$ ATHIEF--AND AS 

SUCH, HE DESERVES 

NO AID FROM ANY 
ENT 


COME, COMRADES. WE NEED NOT 
LISTEN TO THIS AUTH. WE HAVE 
NO FURTHER GUSYNESS HERE. 


iE 


TO \ TMS MAN DID PRECIPITATE 
HEM!) GATTLE MOST FOUL 


BETWEEN TWO GaNoS 
OF SWPER-BEINGS! 


TO THINK THAT ONE 
SUCH AS HE COULD 
‘DO THAT. 


\S 


WHENEVER A WAR 1S FOUGHT, TIS 
NEVER THE PEOPLE WHO MUST 
FIGHT NT-- 


-2WHO HAVE ANY REASON 
TO BRING IT AGOuT. 


THE RETURN OF THE MOST UMEXPS 
SUPER-VILLAIN OF A£4 CREALLY!) IN A 
TALE TANTALIZINGLY TITLED 


"ECTED,, 


oNT 
WUET, HA 


GE | 


a Qi 
THEY COME 

FROM BEYOND © 
“THECRAVE! 


zB aa 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 

os 


SOMETIMES ITSEEUS AS IF 
THE LIVES OF THE AUIGHTY 
AVENGERS ARE 
CONTINUOUS ROUNOS 
OF ACTION AL. 
AQVENTURE.,, 


ve ASE MEN 
GRE THIS ItL- 
AOVISED MUGGER 
LEAPT AMONGST 
THEA... BEM 
DEATH WITH 
CLOCKWORK 
REGULARITY. 


NOT. SO! THERE ARE TWMMES 
WHEN THE BEAT OF BATTLE 
SLOWS... WHEN THE CALL TO ARMS 
1S ABSENT,, WHEN THESE PEOPLE 
CAN RELAX. 


———_ 


bg 
STEVE ENGLEHART | SAL BUSCEMA ¢ JOE STATON | Tom ORzECHOWSKI, /effering| ROY THOMAS 
Author PETS PHIL. RACHELSON, Csbnre Eefor 


THE SCEME: THE 


OUTWARDLY CACIA 
CAPITAL ee 
SouTH MAM, 


BAR GIRL, 
BUT YOU 
LEAP LIKE 

A GRASS- 
HOPPER! 


THIS ONE IS KNOWN AS MANTIS, ASSAILANT! 
= GAT MARY c 


a 


Se 
p FEW IN THIS 


WORLD HAVE 


BUT JF YOU HAD HEARD-- WHAT 
WOULD YOU HAVE HEARD? THAT 
SHE WAS A BAR GIRL, BEFORE 
SHE CAME TO STAND WITH THE 
MIGHTY AVENGERS? 


OR WOULD YOU HAVE HEARD THAT MANTIS IS 4 
MYTH, UNKMOWA! IN THE VERY STREETS HER 
MEMORY MAINTAINS SHE MATURED IN? 


EVERYONE 
TELLS A 
DIFFERENT 
TALE REGARDING 
THIS ONE -- 


COURAGE, WOMAN! THIS 
SADNESS BE MOST UNLIKE 
THY USUAL DISPOSITION. 


‘TIL THY RIDDLE 


THOU HAST ALLIES: 
WHO WILL NOT REST 
BE SOLVED! e 


RIODLE? WHAT RIDDLE? 


EH? DOES SOMEONE ELSE 
NOW SEEK TO INTERRUPT | 
OUR MISSION TO SAIGON? 
YESTERDAY IT 
WAS THE 
‘TITANIC THREE *- 
TODAY THE 


you ALREADY KNOW THIS EROM 
RECENT ISSUES. OF CAPTAIN 
| AMERICAE the FALCON, OF COURSE-R| 


FEELING GREAT, TOO, IRON MAN! T 
JUST FIMISHED OFF A BIG BATTLE IN 


WRAPPING UP > 
LOOKING PT NEARLY ALL OF 
MY FIRST CASE 


GREAT! 


g kcacr Ha), 
f NOW OV 
SALE. --ROY. 


AT THE MOMENT, THOUGH, Ti 
STUCK WITH WAITING FOR. THE 
LAST TWO MEMBERS OF THE 
SERPENT SQUAD TO REAR 
THEIR UGLY HEADS AGAIN-- 


b> 
--SO WHEN I HEARD Your 
PEOPLE WERE HERE, T 
DECIDED TO DROP BY 
BEFORE HEADING BACK 
TO THE STATES. 


YEAH, ME 700, STEVE... 


« BUT ALL OF A SUODEN-- 
SEEIN' YOU, IT HITS ME HOW 
BUCH AGL THE AVENGERS HAVE 
CHANGED SINCE I'VE BEEN AWA 
IT a 


NO MORE GAP-= THE SWORDS- 


OUCAN SAY | 
ONE THING YOU CAN SAY 
ABOUT THIS GROUP: IT 
NEVER STANDS STILL! YOU 
STEP OUT OF THE PICTURE 
FOR AWHILE, AN’ NOTHIN’ 
HAS TIME TO WAIT FOR YA! 


war ere 


SO WHERE 


«TO THE MOST UNEXPECTED CEASE YOUR STRUGGLES, KANG! 
PLACE OF Ald -- ACCEPT THE FACT 
THAT Z AM WHAT 
YOu WILL BECOME! 


MARE ME 
BELIEVE THAT 
1 Witt 
BECOME AS 
SOFT AS YOU! 


UGH WE 


THO! 

FALL THROUGH 
THIS VOID FOR 
A THOUSAND 
THOUSAND ERAS, 
TLL YET 


KANG THE CONQUEROR FIGHTS 4 
MEVER-ENDIUS BATTLE AGAIWST 
HIS FUTURE SELF, THE PHAR. 
IATUT, IN THE MIDST OF A 
(MADDENING TIME VORTEX! 


HOW ODD, THAT 


BUT SUDDENLY -- i HE'S UNCONSCIOUS! BUT WHO 
: COULD HAVE THE POWER--- IN THIS PLACE 
Ds NS WITHOUT TIME, 
— y THERE (S- 
7 Z y Ada) SEQUENCE 


WHAT (S THIS? 
pucceo eon uy | ae 
‘OF i 
GRASP. THROUGH BEFORE KANG CAN FIAISH HIS: 
STARTLED QUERY, HES 7 


THE WALLS OF 
MY TIME-SPHERE! TOUCHED ALONG WITH RAMA-TU 
q BY THAT SAME ETE 


--ANO THE MEXT EVENT HE S$ AWARE OF. IS THEIR SOLIDIFI- 
CATION Ik! A PLACE POSS/BLY EVEN AAORE BIZARRE! 


| It es 8 Bae 
POSSIBLY, DID AYP 
yy | WAY-- Betinirretv: ut 
{ COME, 


WEL TIME 
TRAVELERS! WELCOME 
TO THE THRONE ROOMA OF-. 


YOU SPEAK AS IF YOUR. WAME I AM THE MASTER OF TIME-- 
ALONE SHOULD BE ENOUGH TO HE WHO RULES THE MYSTIC ff 
MAPRESS ME! I ASSURE YOU, REALM OF LIMBO, WHERE 

17 DOES WOT! THERE IS NO CHANGE! 


WHO ARE YOU, 
TO EXHIBIT NO. 
GRATITUDE FOR |f 
YOUR RESCUE? A 


HOWEVER, I REQUIRE NO GRATITUDE-- AND --YOU REQUIRE NO 
YOU SEEM A MAN AFTER MY OWA! HEART! APOLOGY--AND HE 


I HAD THOUGHT TO APOLO- 
GIZE FOR MAY CARELESSNESS 
IN PLUCKING YOU AND THIS 
OTHER FROM THE VORTEX-- 
CARELESSNESS WHICH 


YOU SIMPLE FOOL! YOU 


TO DO AS YOU PREDICT WOULD RENDER AY 


ENTIRE LIFE TO THIS POINT MEANINGLESS, ANDO 
THAT CANNOT BE! I WON'T ALLOW IT! 


T WILL FIGHT ANY AND ALL FEELINGS | 
OF COMPASSION WITHIN ME! 


IN SO DOING, 
YOU _HAVE INSURED 
THE REVERSE! 


— 
IT CANNOT BECOME WEAK IF 
I ALLOW MYSELE NOTHING 

BUT STRONG ACTS 


NOW AND IA ALC THE 

FUTURE, AS IN ALL MAY, 

PAST, KANG SHALL HAVE 
BUT OWE GOAL: CONa 


YOU BURIEC THE 
SWORDSMAN, HUH? 


YES.., THIS IS 
|MOST CERTAINLY A 
MAN I CAN USE...! 


“TIS CERTAIN JARVIS WOULD Have | | THERE 1S WOME AT THIS HOUR, 
RECEIVED ANY COMAUNICATION MASTER HAWKEYE, CAPTAIN 
FROM THE CAPTAIN, SINCE THE 


WELL, SO WE HAVEN'T WASTED 
MARVEL HAS NOT RE: 
AVENGERS! WISIO-TRANS' 


OUR DIME, WHY'N'T YA CALL 
WANIOA TO THE SCREEN FOR A 
QUICK CHAT? 


> . IM SORRY, SIR, 
oo apts a Bur I CANNOT, 
1 GOT AS 

HEY, JARV-- 
WHAT'S THE 
GOOD WoRD? 


TO BE DISTURBED. 


AND WHILE HAWKEYE QUIZZES 
THE AVENGERS’ BUTLER FURTHER-- | 


VISION. MAY THIS ONE BE 
PERMITTED TO SPEAK WITH 
YOU FOR A MOMENT? 


WHY,_ OF COURSE, 
MANTIS, WHAT 1S 172 


VISION, THIS ONE MUST 4POLO- 
GIZE FOR HER ATTEMPTS TO 
ENSNAGE YOU IN HER RASS/ONS 
FOUR MORNINGS PAST, * 


ny 


MANTIS, 
THERE IS 
NONEED--- F 


THIS ONE FEELS, NOW, THAT THIS 


SHE APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN 
CHOSEN FOR A NEW ROCE IN 
LIFE'S SCHEME. 


THIS ONE MUST PUT HER AFFAIRS 
IN ORDER SO JHAT SHE MAY BE 
PREPARED FOR WHATEVER MAY 

NEXT OCCUR. 


MANTIS, YOURE 
TAKING THIS TOO 
SER/IOUSE 


ANYTHING, 
IM FLATTERED- 


+= AND IE AN ANDROID MAY RISE 
TOSUCH A HUMAN EMOTION, WHAT 
MEW HEIGHTS MAY YOU REACH? 


AH, BUT THAT IS WHERE YOUR 

LOGIC BETRAYS YOU. YOU DO 

NOT UNDERSTAND THAT THIS 

ONE HAS NO WISH TO REACH 

NEW HEIGHTS. 

SHE WAS HAPPY, 
AS SHE WAS, 


w YEAH, T'D HAVE TO SAY TM 

HAPPY NOW. AFTER I BROKE 

UP THE SERPENT SQUAD, SOME 
ITY GUARDS TOLD ME I 


--BUT 
OVERALL, 


SATISFIED. 


ITS STL HARD TO GET USED. 
TO YOU AS THE NOMAD, THOUGH. 


NOT FOR ME, IRON MAN! 
AMERICA PUT THE WHITE HOUSE 
SCANDALS BEHIND ITANO BE- 
GAN AGAIN EXACTLY LIKE I O10, 
AND WE CAN ALL_AGREE...IT 
FEELS GOOD, 


SURE, THOR -- RIGHT {| 
7) AFTER I FINISH OFF 


THE SERPENT D, 
<A ping eeADy FOR 
DUTY! 


THE BOND THAT EXISTS BETWEEN 
THOSE WHO HAVE CHOSEN TO. 
CALL THEMSELVES AVENGERS (S 
OIFFICULT TO EXPLAIAL, 


(ITS A 
SPIRIT OF 
ee 


Abt 
|COMERAD- 
ERIE-- 


--4 
KINSHIP 
KNOWN, 
To OMey 
14¢ 


ALL THE 
WORLE. 


--A FRIEND, BUT NOT AK AVER- 
GER-- AUD MARVELS THAT THESE 
PEOPLE HAVE CHOSEN TO ALLY 
THEMSELVES WITH HER, 


--ARE BROKEN ONLY BELATEDLY 
BY AN ice een eral 
is SOMEO! Hele ngate 

tls ROOFTORS 4 


THIRTEEN MINUTES HAVE PASSED IK! SAIGON... WHILE 
FIVE HOURS HAVE 
AVENGERS 7/7 DIED IN LIMBO, 


--THE 


YOU WISH TO ATTACK 
THE AVENGERS? 


IMMORTUS,,, IMMORTUS... f YOU 
HAVE ALREADY BOWE IT, THOUGH 
YOU KNOW {T NOT! HAVING LOST 
TO THE AVENGERS MYSELF 

ONLY WEEKS BEFORE,* I WAS 
OBSERVING WHEN YOU WERE 
SIMLARLY DEFEATED-- “ 


I HAVE SAID IT! 
WHY DO YOU RE- 
ACT WITH SUCH 
INCREDULITY 7 


€ HAVE ONLY AWAITED 
A COMPETENT ALLY, 
ShOPAS VOURSECE. 


WILL YOU NEVERLEARAI, 
KANG? SET ME FREE 
OF THIS PRISON! 


YOU WILL WOT CAPTURE THE CELESTIAL mt) |e 


DO NOT SPEAK ANOTHER WORD, 
RAMA-TUT! I WARN YOU, T SHALL 
HEAR NO MORE-- 


--OR YOU 
SHALL SPEAK 
NO MORE? 


ete DEATH OF 
FUTURE-SELE 
wie NOT HARA ME! 


KNOW vO vou 
Yak <d | POSSES:! 

TMMORTUS! 

COME -- LET 


BES GAG THE ABILITY TO PLUCK MEN FROM ANY ERA-- AND 
THEM TO DO YOUR BIDDING, I WISH TO MAKE USE OF IT! 


THEN USE THAT MACHINE, IT IS 
SYMBIOTICALLY LINKED WITH MV (] (oX) 


--AND ANY TIME- YOU WILL SEE IT AS I 
Huionass WILE CE OATECY Noes (DO IT, MYERIEND, THIS 


Gilg telat LY, Bes SCANS THE 
ONT 8S THAT He 
DERE TAN THES 


‘S 
FULED MY THOUGHTS -- 


iY : 


=-WITH THE GRAMDEST 
OF SCHEMES, AND I 
| CAN BROOK NO DELAY! 


LUCK SAT AT MY SIDE WHEN I Ree 
YOU, KANG? YOUR DRIVE TO CO) /ER AND 
MY MASTERY OF TIME Wace BE INVINCIBLE! 


“.- I WANT BEINGS WHO. 
ae eae THE Pagar 


THe CAMPAIGN 

‘CAUSE IN THE YEAR 
SUCH AS PAUL BUNYAN, SSE = 
ATTILA THE fetal AND 
SO FORTH 


“--THEY 
ARE ALL. 
WITHIN THE 
SHADOWY 
REALMS OF... 


UNLIVINGS 


“BEHOLD (bi Lue 
THAN Saar SELECTION- 


THE YEAR, (358 


\ MAN WHOSE POWERS 

CAREFULLY CREATED |i} 

NY 70 EQUAL THOSE OF THE 
ORIGINAL AVENGERS 

NY THEMSELVES -- 


FROM THE YEAR 1964-- 


SAAS 


¥ ly 


, Gils 


(hl 
\.A MAN WHOSE BRAIN 
PATTERNS WERE USED 
AFTER HIS DEATH AS THE 
BASS FOR THE VISIONS 
COMPUTER MIND-- 


Toe 


HIS APPEARANCE WILL CAUSE 
CONSTERNATION IN ACC THE 
AVEN >- BUT HiS MOST 
/MMPORTANT EFFECT WILL BE ON 
THE VISION! 


THREATEN He ANCROID 
BODY AS WONDER MAN 


CA 
ARTIFICIAL MINOS FROM 
THE YEAR I95¢-~" . 


YT Wi 


BUT PE Oe WARRIORS! 
More! 


AND MAKE ME RULER OF THE J 
UNIVERSES <j 


aA 


“4 MAN WHOSE 
MASTERY OF THE MARTIAL 
ARTS WAS ENDED IN) ITS. 
PRIME--FROM_THE YEAR 


*--4 CREATURE 
WHO ALREADY 
OM 


THERE! SIX BEINGS, EACH 
WITH His OWN PECULIAR 


*-~ THE MAN WITH WHOM YOU 
ALLIED YOURSELF ON THAT 
PREVIOUS OCCASION, IMMORTUS-- 


‘-- THE GREATEST SCIENTIST 
OF HITLER'S REICH-- 


BUT BACK INSAIGON, ALL 
ONAWARE (OF COURSE] OF THESE 
SINISTER MACHINATIONS »» 


IRON MAN, I 
HAVE A PROBLEM 
--AND ONLY YOU, } 


TRON MAN, {OUR EMPLOYER, 
TONY STARK, IS A RENOWNED 
PLAYBOY, STANOING AT HIS 
SIDE ALL THESE YEARS -- 


+-YOU MUST HAVE LEARNED MUCH 
REGAROING MATTERS OF THE 
HEART. YOU SEE, I LOVE WANDA-- 


--BUT OF CATE, I FIND MANTIS’ 
PRESENCE.,, OISTRACTING. 


HER DISTRESS; THE (0EA THAT 

SHE MAY SOON BE LEAVING US-- 

THESE THINGS TUG AT MY 
THOUGHTS... 


TM NOT SURE I SHOULD 
GET INVOLVED IN THIS... / 


LOVE'S A VERY PERSONAL THING 
--Uh~-NOT THE SAME FOR ANY 
WO PEOPLE, AND--um- 

IM SORRY. THE SUB- 

JECT EMBARRASSES 

YOU. I DIDN'T REALIZE. 


MEANWHILE, ACROSS THE 
SQUARE, THE OBJECT OF THIS 
CONFUSION CONTINUES TO 
WONDER AT HER FATE AND HER 


SENSATIONS OF BEING LINDER 


m UNTIL SUDDENLY, BEYOND THE 
CROWDS THAT THRONG THE 
SAIGON STREETS... 


SURVEILLANCE, 
PERHAPS HER 


NAME LS MORE APT THAN SHE 
KNEW, PERHAPS SHE lS ONLY AN 
INSECT UNDER SOMEONE'S GLASS, 


HER EYES ARE VACANT, HER 
MINO CAUGHT IK! THOUGHT.,, 


HER JAW LOSES ITS 
STRENGTH! HER EYES: 
START FROM HER HEADS 
“WOSL” SHE WHISPERS, 
“IT CANNOT BE-~ 


*-- NOT. THE SWORDS- 
MAM, STANDING THERE 
ISO GRIM AND... GREEN! 


-- BUT THE MAN SHE 
ONCE LOVED CONTINUES 
TO STARE INTO HER 
HORRIFIED FACE! 


~-BUT 


SHE BREAKS, THIS ONCE-SO- 
= WHER! SHE'S 

AND DASHES TOWARD THAT \PUSHED HER. 

MICREDIBLE SPECTRE -- 


WAY TO THE 
SPOT WHERE 
WE S700D-- 


(hg 


TWENTY-FOUR MINUTES HAVE PASSED. 


Mow, We Call ANSWER JOUR QUESTION RIGHT HERE, GENTLE READER: NO, KANG HAD NOTHING TO OO 
WITH THAT APPARITION, HE IS AAUICH TOO BUSY WITH THE FINAL STAGES OF HIS STRATEGIES.., 


--TRAVEL TO 19742 WHY i) I BENEATH MY 
WOULD YOU WANT 100 Some- CASTLE IS A 
THING LIKE THAT, KANG? y 


WHY... I NEVER THOUGHT OF 
BRINGING THE AVENGERS HERE, 
THIS IS NOT MY HOME GROUNO, 


al 


BUT IT (S MINE-- AND I'VE GROWN 
IEARY 


IF YOU WISH TO INSPIRE FEAR AND 
CONFUSICN iN OUR ENEMIES --- 7 

YOU'VE SERVED YOUR PURPOSE 

AS BLINDLY AS I COULD HAVE 

He % SO NOW I HAVE NO 

IT 1S THE Fide. FURTHER REASON TO LEAVE 

NAIL INTHE COFFIN T'VE YOU FREE! 
BEEN BUILDING FOR THEA, 


YES, I DARE -- DARE TO TEACH A MAN GROWN 
FLABBY ENOUGH TO HOLD HIS ATTACKS FOR THE 
APPEARANCE OF AN ALLY wr TRUE WARFARE 
DEMANDS ! 


WHY DID YOU TRUST & 
Dx HIM, YOU FOOL? 


R/ NOW HE MAY 


WELL DESTROY 
THE MATURAL 

ORDER OF THE 
UNIVERSE! 


YOU THOUGHT 
WOULD CONSENT TO 
BE A MERE WARLORD 
IN YOUR COURT-— 


AND WHILE ALL THIS HAS TRANS- 
PIRED FOR THE VILLAINS, 28 
MINUTES HAVE GONE IN! SAIGON. 


NEWS BULLETINS HERE REPORT 
THE SERPENT SQUAD HAS BEEN 
SIGHTED IN 40S ANGELES. 


GREAT 
SEEING YOU 
ALL AGAIN-- 


HEADS UP, PEOPLE! 
\ THAT'S THE RADIO? 


WELL, AT LEAST HE‘S GOT SOME 
ACTION -- WHILE WE STAND 


SEE IT IN 
DETAIL IN 
APTAINS 
AMERICA 
NEXT MONTH. 
~- STEVE. 


mM .. FIVE SURPRI 
FIND THEMSELVES 


EACH OF THEM ALONE. BEEN BROUGHT INTO THE 
SSENCE OF SOME HIGHER BEING FOR SOME 


FIVE SURPRISED SUPER-HEROES, IS THIS THE FINAL ACT [Ml MANITIS! TRANSFORMA- 
td TION? HAVE WE 
- PRE: 
CELESTIAL DRAMA-- 


ty --OR IS THERE 
SOME MORE 


SUBTLE AND. 

SIMSTER HAND 
BEHIND OUR 
TELEPORTATION?| 


--BUT THEY'LL FIND 
IE AVENGERS 
TEND TO MAKE 

THEIR OWN RULES S 


SHEESH! I KNOW L SAID I WAS 
TIRED O' STANDIA!' AROUND-~ 
Neely 


~ BUT I eNT jo ead 
WAS GON! 
TAKEN so CI ERALLY! 


EMPTINESS -- ALL AROUND! THERE |S NOTHING, 
ANYWHERE, TO TOUCH THIS ONE'S EMPATHY WITH 
A FEELING OF HUMANITY! 


BUT SHE SENSES 


HANGING LOW 
OVER ALL -- 
AND HER SOUL 
SCREAMS 


THE HALE- a 
HOUR [S UP,| | 


| ES SRS Be A CEASA oF Cio Ef AVENGERS: YOU HAVE DEFIED MY WILL FOR THE FINAL TIMES 
ee re ey LOST AND ALONE IN THE CABYRNTHS OF LIMBO-- 


AICHE VENGERS 4 GIANTSIZED 2087 
cee ee ae 1 UNERTE®, 2 uss 


WE CAN'T DEFEAT Y 
6UPER-FOES WHO 
OM, HAVE ALREADY 
de ieps 
“it 


Ly <~<..¢ 
a ~\ 
J \\ 


YET, WE MUST 


lx 


UNTIL ion 0 
oe 


N 


A 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Sit: THE MIGHTY EXTENGERS!. 


YOU RE NOT GONNA BELIEVE THIS -- BUT 
| KANG THE CONQUEROR HAS JUST DE- 
CLARED TOTAL WARE ON OUR AWESOME 
ASSEMBLERS, FOR THE SECOND TIME 
A MERE £OUR (SEUES--/ 
— 


STEVE ENGLEHART / ROY THOMAS / AL BUBCEMA & JOE STATON paces COSTANZA, /é 
PLOT GTTMLE SCRIPT & EDITING ART (PETRA GOLOGERG , 


MERE (7/8) THE ap ae = 
Hen THE 


EG) 
aged Loa 


U FROM BEYOND, TAKE 
Re Plow) ! 


Er ibe 


ws 


K 


YEGUSTING f THAT Z 
SHOULD SEE THE DAY WHEN 
THE PHARAOH RAMA-72/7,.. 
MY OWN OTHER SELF. 
BECAME A SOFT, 
SIMPERING yo 
WEAKLING! 


4 MY VERY MAME N 


1S CONQUEROR, AND \ 
I'LL NOT HAvE 
ITSUCLIED.: 

LEVEN BY MYSELF, 


FROM THE DEAD, 


FRAWA 
THE ORIGINAL AMMAN TORCH-. 
ANP THE EARLY BARON ZENO. 


FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: THE GHOST; A.K.A. CAPTAIN VAN 
STRAATEN, THE FLYING DUTCHMAN =- THE MONSTER WVSNAMED 


1 

EIN ~~ THE KING -FU MASTER CALLED AUUPMIGHT=— 
z THE LATE WONDER MAN-- 

= <_—v . 


THESE SIX HAVE TWO THINGS 
(NM COMMON, GIVE 1S THAT THEY RE 
Att DEAD. 


THE OTHER (8 THAT THEI 
BLUE ASKED CEADER /3-- 


MISSION OF RE- 
VENGE BEFORE 
TS Z0OLATE! 


De 


Waray were vou ) WAS AMS V Burt now, 
BELONG--LOCKED | WEIROLING 


| 


Bil; THE FRAANKENSTE/N ANP $0, AS KANG'S REVER- 
MONSTER, SUVMONED FROM BERATING SHOUTS GROW MORE 
THE YEAR (B98, 1S NWOT DEAD... 

ATLEAST, NOT IN THE USUAL 


SENSE. = 


WANG HE WANDERS AWAY, 
TO PURSUE HIS OWN 
WNGUESSED-AT DESTINY. 


MERE MOMENTS \ NOW I LANGUISH IN SOME 
FAST, LSTooD UNKNOWN CORRIDOR, 
WITH AIUR OTHER | ALONE BUT FOR THE MENTAL 
RAGE OF KANG, WHICH 
FELT AN INSTANT AGON 


EY THE GRIN CAN SUCH yy 

WUBAGE OF AN UNWONTED, 
Se 
\ EN 


CANNOT SHATTER THE 
STONES THAT HEM 
MEIN: 


\ BR 


THEN, IF THE GOD Y..,, 
OF THUNDER 
CANNOT ESCAPE 


( WoT BE 
rm INDING 
SS 

ae, 


YEND STORM-~ 
SEND LIGHTNING-- 
ANC SET FREE 


NO SUCH LUCK, 
THOUGH, MORTAL 
OR WMORTAL, 

TM STILL HERE. 
WHEREVER HERE 

Is. 


THE LABYRINTH OF LIMBO, GOOP LORE, 


KANG CALLED IT. AND MAYBE \EAVENL! 
HE AGN JUST PRASE- INA 


PHUH?S THAT 


LIKE HEAVY, 
SHUFFLING 


¢ 
4 ees 


OCD, ISN'T IT-- THAT, ALTHOUGH DON BLAKE'S ALTER EGO 1S A FAGAN THUNPE? GOR, (TIS 
STILL UPON THE DEITY OF HIS CHRLETIAN HERITAGE THAT THE GOOD DOCTOR CALLS (WA MOMENT 
OF SOUL-SEARING SHOCK, E= 


WELL LEAVE /7 TO THE RELIGION. oi > = WHILE WE RECKON 
MATORS ANONG YOU 7° PONDER THE MOTIVATION OF 
THAT ONE... ) 2 THE MONSTER 
WHO HAS BEEN 
CALLED FORTH, 
= SPEECHLESS, 
\ FROM A SHEET 
OF ICE INTHE 


Sue) 
FR No mese 
WINDING CORRIDORS 
ME WHICH SEEM TO HOLD 
: aS HA PRISONER... || 
. = ys 


aay a 


1 ANP 70 FACE TH/S PUNY HUNAN THING 
WHICH INSTINCTIVELY LASHES OUT AT iM WiTe 
A GNARLED WALKING -STIEK. 


WY S7e4166, HE THINKS, 
N THAT THE WooD DaESN'T 
[—, \ BREAK AS IT OUEHT., If 


Je 


WHAT GOOD, THEN, THE 
FRAIL HAND WHICH fi 4 


HALTINGLY KAAISES: "7 
y 

Ny 

/ 


THE WOODEN ST/Ci 


1 AND AN (AVINCIBLE; 
CUMORTAL ARN! 


[ints MERELY CONFUSED, AT 
FIRST, BY THE NEWCOMERS 
MIGHT... 


} 


er ( (ae Va 


Le IN HUIS OWN WAY, TH MOMSTER TOO (5 
ORTAL 11 


NWA o 
BELNe 50, Tae oF 7) L3 
7 
aw 
& 


BY THE FORCE 
WITH WHICH HE SLANE 
THE NETHER 


STILLAMZ 
THE GOD OF 


BUT--WO,/ SURELY, 
THAT WHICH DOTH 


CROSS MY MIND IS 
MADNESS 


PS MUCH 
AFPRVIN AST, 


r. i} 
YET, |§ MAUBHT | 
MAY BE LEARNED BY 
B PESTIONING THEE... 


neTHEN PERHAPS MINE : 2, AND veTILL I LEARN WHAT 
1LY CHOICE 1S TO ss 
SET THEE AREE.., 


INTO A WORL, 


OOF 
CATACOMBS MADE! 


IMZANWHILE, BACK IN SAIGON (A JUMP WE CAN GUT, IN A WAR-RAVAGED LAND, EVEN THE MOST 
MAKE FAR MORE EASILY THAN THOR)... 9, INNOEWOUS OF ACTS MAY OFTEN SEEM TO 
COMPRISE A UENACE TO 7HE STATE... Tggs 


va 
WHICH THE AVEN- 
Ne] GERS STAOD WERE 
WINITES AGO. 


=a a 


THEN PERHAPS 
BL YOU HAD SOME- 


TO HAVE VANISHED 
FROM THIS VERY, 


my |} 


SESE aon 


+ WHERE HE May BE 
SAFE, AT LERST Foe 
AINE, FROM PRYING 
evs. 


MINUTES, UNTIL ~~ 


THEN / IT WAS 
YO WHO 
CALLED--! 


THAVEAO 
TWHE TO TRIFLE 


Witt A SPEED 


NO TIME, 


WITH THE LIKES: 1 AT ACL! 


YES--AND YOU WHO 
ANSWERED -- AND 
EVEN THE SHACKLES 
OF YOUR DEATH 
COULD NOT PE = 

VENT YOU. 


YOU CALLED, 

I CAME. 17S 

AS SIN/LE 
AS THAT, 


I KNOW 


YOU SEEK MANTIS 
-2 AND SHE Witt. BE 
SACK. 17 (5 PRE- 

ORDAINED. 


{ FOR/S SHE 
NOT, THE 
CELESTIAL 
MACONNAZ 


70 REPEAT CAST (8SUES: 
| ADMONITION: WO, THIS. 
GLOWING GREEN SWORDS 
MAN WAS NOT FART OF 

KANE'S CONTURINGS... 


we, THOUGH ONLY THE i = 
EOE MES eee NO MATTER. WE 
ae eee IE MONE WILL FIND HIM IN 
IN SCENIC SAIGON. FF MARY 10 FUME... 


> 
+ BGPECIALLY 
SINCE THIG IS 
MENGES. ( ALAND WHERE 
Te fs if TIME DOES 
eee NOT EXIST. 
PROBLEMS JUST Ki 
WANDERING THE 
CABYRINTH OF 
CMB. 


WITHIN MERE 
YARDS: 


OF 
EACH OTHER, 
Att UN- 
ANOWING. 


BUT, I AORGOT? MEN CALLED BACK FROM THE 
PEAR CAN SCARCELY HAVE ARRIVED WITH THEIR 
SENSES OF HUMOR INTACT, 


WHAT HUMOR ZF THERE 
--FOR ONE DOOMED TO 
SAIL THE SRIES. 
UNTIL THE END OF 


ETERNITY? 
| te 
"ERS, 
‘wate 


eae - 

Bal AANG! AFTER OUR 

RECENT ENCOUNTER, 

RECALL HIM FROM § Lf SHOULD HAVE 
MY OWN SOJOURN KNOWN YOU WERE 
ON BARTH,,.BUT HE v BEHIND THIS! 

HAS THE COCK OF 
THE ACCURSED 


DON'T KNOW-- WAY WE MUST 
ATTACK =~ BUT CAN'T RES/S7~ 


fe? THAT (7 WAS THE BRAN- 


YA Hus, vou can 
y 


+, BVEN AS THE BEGOGGLED 


WONPER MAN! EVEN AMID 
SPECTRE FASHIONS A CRUDE 


THE SHOCK OF RECOGNITION, 
THE VISION CANNOT FORBET 


PATTERNS OF WONDER MaN-- 


| SUMON WILL MANMS-- WHICH 
FORMED THE eee PHS 


IT'S GONNA COME 


ALOTEASIER/ 
ras 


1 OR, WHEN I SEE ONE 
WHOM I TAKE 70 BE THE 


it au THAT Z CAN KR 
\| ats BECQNE 
AS WRAITH HLIKE 
As AWitL-0* 
THE-WisP! 
y 


J 


ZEMOLVAN, 
Y STRAATEN! 


WERE ACé 
NAZIS AS SUGSER- 
WENT AS YOU, ZENO, 
WHEN THEY COULD 
NOT PULLY THEIR 
WAY TO POWER? 


HAVE YOU UN - 
LEASHED ? WHERE 


BY UTHIZING 

A LESS FASS - 

WE ASPECT OF 
MY NATURE! 


ANP 10 CONTINGE 
THE BARRAGE WOLD 
WEAKEN ME. 


Zo 


TNE AND PLACE 
OF OUR WEXT 
MEETING... 


Ef 


BT 


SS 


Wt 
<= 


~- SUFFERING 
FOREVER THE 


TO YOU, HWE HAS EVER 
BEEN BUT A PLEASANT 
FOOTPATH, NHICH YOU 
MAY TREAD IN ANY 
DIRECTION YOU PLEASE, 


BE FIRST A DAOMEDP HEL, 
MAN FOR A CENTURY OR TWO 
= FATED FOREVER TO HAUNT 
THE SEVEN FATHOMLESS 


- THEN 
SPEAK TOME OF 
THE * (RES 
OF THE CATANED') 


AND NOW, Zadar NY 
POINT Mave, T GO  Y 
f 72 FIND THE VISION 
A AND DEAL WITH 
Y\ “Him IN my on, 
way. 


V NCLMATHY.. 
NO AUMAN 
FEELINGS ENMAN- 
ATING FROM, 


WITH SHANG — 
CML; HALF“ BREED 
SON OF FUMANCHL, 


WASTED 
Pe TIME ENOUGH 

LISTENING TO THE 

MA MALIOLIN MUTTER- 

[A (NGS OF cuRSE- 
\ MADDENED 


Ks 
IN TIMELESS: 


ny 
at 


( 


\) 


ri 


ANP THE MAN 
WHO ALSO CALLS 
HIMSELF MIP 


CONFIDENCE 
MAY BRING DOWN 
EVEN ONE AS 
SKILLED AS 

HE! 


STILL, FOR ONCE, MANTIS ‘FIRST \WHICH IG \ SO, THOUGH YOU 
STRIKE 1S NOT SUFFICIENT TO BE PRECISELY ARE ALEEZ, THOUGH 
HER LAST... YOU MAY OSTLAS 
YET, THE DARK- IRE < FANCE ME IN THESE 

THOR HINGELF \ CLAD ONE € “TWISTING TUNNELS... 
WOULD HAVE SWIFTLY RISES, 

BEEN FELLED , EAGERTOCON- 

BY THAT BLOW. & 7/VW/E OUR 

STRUGGLE, 


STILL,NO ONE 
CIVING CAN ESCAPE 
FOREVER ONE WHO 
HAS COME BACK 


i YOU, RAMA-TUT,,, SO- 
CALLED LAST OF THE Ly YOUR IMMORTALITY, 
re A RAOMS Z aN SEEM WOT TO: 


cf Q = 
& ‘ BEY | teat wuicn 1S 

‘ NG, i WRITTEN, 1S 
Ne) WRITTEN... AND 


FIRST TIME IN AN 


U/ aes. WHAT HELP WERE YET, I KNOW THAT 
WHICH YOU, FOR ALL 
\ ETERNITY OF STRIV- x 


YET YOU 00 WOTHING AN EVERMITY 


TO TRY TO THWART OF RAGING WILL 
NOT ALTER OWE 
Y FOR TEM INSTANT OF 
POWER. <j | THAT WHICH 


WILL BE. 


THAT WHICH 1S 
WRITTEN? WHO: 
AWOWS NHAT 
WILL BE--IN 
THE EWP 7 


q I HAVE STRIVEN 
AGAINST HIM, IN MY WAY, 
FOR SOOO YEARS.) 


SAVED ME DENTIN’ \ 


: A GOO? ARROW 
: 4 ON YOUR GALVANIZED 
WN FALKIN' UP THERE 


IN THE SHADOWS, 


A, TINHEAD, 
y d 
_ ~t 


i 


GLAD TO KNOW 7M BRM 
NOT THE OMLY 
AVENGER WHO 
WAS SNATCHED “ANY OF 
THE O7 GR 
THREE AROUND, 
HAWKEYE? 


FOR WHAT SEEMS 
LIKE AOS... IND 
MOTH: 


IM STARTIN' TO 
THINK THIS PLACE GOES 
ON FOREVER, JUST LIKE-— 


IT WAS I, KANG, N 
WHO BROUGHT THEM 
BACK TO L/4E-- 
UNDER MY OWN 
TOTAL SWAY. 


NOPE, BEEN WANDERIN’ 


THERE ARE YOUR COSTUMED FREY! 
ACK, MY ONLIVING LEGIONS! 


SHOUTED THAT: 
HE SURE AIN'T 


THAT'S NOT 
THE GAYCANNY 


g AND MAKE THAT CORPSE- 
COUNT THREE, AVENGERS! 
FOR IT'S NOT THE YOUTHFUL |] 
Li 


BUT THE 
ORIGINAL 
Hannan TORCH! 


Lf 
MEADS UP, 

HERO! WE GOT A 

ALOT ON our 


IL AWOW IT, HAWK. 
ONLY THING (S-- 
I DON'T KNOW WONDER MAN-- WHO 
WAS CREATED TO 
BE AS POWERFUL 
AS ANY AVENGER! 


i Y, 


AND KANG WILL. 
NOT ALLOW ME TO 


MORE 
POWERFUL, IRON 
MAN... AS YOU SOON | BECOME SEF AND: 

14 


SHALL SEE. —_ | AUMAN, AST DD EEF 


MST BETHEREAL | 


(TS REALLY CAPTAIN = \ STILL, ZL HOPE YOU 
AMERICA NHO OUGHTTA ' WON'T MIND A 
BE ZAPPIN' YOUR LITTLE) DES 


NOST MATE? 
FOE iS NOTAMONG 
KANG'S CAPTIVES? 


NO MATTER! T 
SHALL WREAK 
MY REVENGE 


Zeauencee tin WHICH MEANS-- MAKE A BREAK FOR 'T, 
L.CAN KNOCK HIM BOW-ELINGER! SEE IF YOU 
COURSE CAN FIND THE O7WERS, 
KEEPS GETTING AND GAIN TIME TO ee 
RIGHT BACK ONE a; aoe 
OP AGAIN! eines 
Devils! 


CLAIMED, 


ANYTHING 
CAN HAPPEN iN & 
ANUTTY PLAce A 
LIKE THIS! da 
<P 


/ BUT I GET THE AND TE 
Lf FEELING rm BEING \'SsuRE 
i TREATED LIKE A cn 
JwvarR woop- 
CHUCK AGAIN., 


Wor THAT THATS THE UPPER- 
MOST THING ON (RON MAN'S 


JUST AST HAVE 
FOP YOU! 


Z S 
ZU WS) 
AN 


ITS (MPOSSIBLE TO 
KNOW, PERHAPS, THE 
FEELINGS WHICH RACE 
THRU THE WINE OF THE: 
FIRST MUMAN TORCH -- 
HE WHO WAS A BLAZING 


| FOR, SUCH IS THE 
RAGING ATOMIC HEAT 
OF THE TORCH Ss Liv- 
BREAKABLE GRIP--THAT 
\T MELTS OR FUSES. 
WOST OF THE PRINTED 
CIRCUITS WITHIN HIS 
VAUNTEDP ARMOR... 


JN 


YET, (ROW MANS 
THOUGHTS AND FEARS 
LEAVE LERS ROOM FOR 

THE IMAGINATION. 


YET, We DARE NOT DWELL UPON 
ONE TRAGEDY, WHILE OFERS 
TREAD HARD ON /TS HEELS... 


SOS THIS ONE IS 
CONFRONTED WITH 


ON AZL SIDES, 


LET US SEE 
IF YOUR FYGHT- 
(NG PROWESS 

MATCHES IT. 


COME 
THEN! YOUR, 


JANE WITHOUT HIS. 
C/FE-GIWING CHEST- 
PLATE TO SUSTAIN. 


SEAT. HWE 
'S DOWEL 


WHILE, NOT FAR AND YET A 
WORLP AWAY... 


Saran e 17 
I SENCE A NEARNESS... 


Bs sesne 
B 


MEN'S WAYS ARE 
STRANGCE... 


COW YOU TO 
REFUSE, 


2 Se S| 


WAND THAT MAY BE 


AS TRUE AP TER 


DEATH IF BEFORE, 
/P DEAD YOU TRULY 


LAM JOOST VAN 


STRAATEN... KE 

WHO WAS DAMNED 
TO SAIL THE SEA- 
PATHS TILL THE 


DID YOU TRULY THINK 
ANYTHING COULD STOP 
ONE WHO HAS 


PERHAPS WOT--/F THIS MORE 
AGGRESSIVE STANCE Wit -- 


MIPRESSIVE, 


I MUST ADMIT, 
YOU BECOME 
YNSACIC... 


YOU KNOW WOFMING: 
NOT /4E, NOT BEATA 
FOR, YOUR VERY EXIST: 
ENCE IS AN ARTIFICIAL 


THAT IS WHY I 


THUS, THOUGH I HAVE NO 
DESIRE TOMARMN YOU, 
STULL MUST DEFEND 
MYSELF, WITH SOLAR 
BLASTS WHICH-— 


= 


1 THEN 


SOLIDIEY THIN 
MAN. 


AMAN, 
FIN AND. 


AUSE HIM 
HARM ..L 


BUT XOC/ ARE 


LIKE A FIERY EXPLOSION, THE 
SEARING FIA STRIKES THE 
ANDROID AVENGER -- AND HE 
WHO HAS NEVER KNOWN FA/N 
SUDDENLY FEELS (7... AND 
PYERCELY... 


NOT BEYOND-~ 


THIS ONE DOES 
NOT NEED TO 7OU/CH 
YOU TO KNOW... TO 
FEAR WITH HER 
INNERMOST BEING... 


ANPNO VoIcE, 
EITHER FROM WITHIN 
OR WITHOUT, RE- 


4 


AV 


IN THE CABYRINTH 
OF LIMBO, FOR A 
LONG LINGERING 


\ MOMENT. ALLIS 
SHLENCE. 
Sa, BE CONCLUDED IN THE FORTHCOMING GIANT-SIEE AVENGERS *3, IN THE TALE WE CALL. 


PUT ASUNDERS” 


MARVEL COMICS GROUP. £4 


(ofan esa 
oe Le, (me a cs& | IN THIS NAMELESS } 
“ap kd is Som \\ ese | 


us 


4 i, G y, % \ 
Le, ~ ‘ 
y N 
\ 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the calf, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Ste THE MIGHTY AWENGERS!. 
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I OQON'T KNOW--IF 

I CAN OE, MANTIS-- 

NOT AS OTHER 
MEN DIE. 


ALL MY SENSES 


SCREAM SILENTLY J 
WITHIN ME --THAT 
YOU ARE DYING / 


WARN THE OTHER 
AVENGERS ~~ THEY 
ARE EACH IN. 
OANGER-- EVERY 
SECOND THEY RE- 
MAIN IN THIS WORLD 


. TIME hath 


SPECIAL NOTE: 
REMEMBER, READ THI 


MONTH'S 25¢ TSS 
FIRST. YOU HAVE BEEN 


WHO DID THI, AVENGERZ 


I HAD--NEVER GEEN HIM PLUNGED HIS ARM INTO ME-- 
S BEFORE *-- YET HE RUSHED RQ 4S ZL HAVE OFTEN CONE WITH 
AT ME--WITH MURDER IN OTHERS / 


H&S SHADOWED GLARE ~~ 


ONE WHO-- 
CALLED. 
uel 


**WHEN SUDDENLY: 
S > | YOU WERE THERE 
HIM--YET IT PLAYED 7 
HAVOC WITH ME, AS 
WEL, 


| SUODENLY, MANTIS REALIZES 
WHAT HAS HAPPENED : 


THE VISION'S ANDROIP MIND HAG DICTATED THEN ABRUPTLY, THE REAL WORLD 
THAT, EVEN ON THE THRESHHOLD OF OBLIVION, ||] INTRUDES ONCE MORE, EVEN IN 

HE SPEW FORTH THE DETAILS OF HIS END, THIS MOST SURREAL OF PLACES,,. 
AS A SAFEGUARD 10 OTHERS. 


HLUMAN--MERELY 
A MAN, CALLING 
OUT FOR THE 


WHO WOULD 
PARE, EXCEDT-- 


BATTLE WAS 
INCONCLUSIVE, 

| WOMAN--AND 
—S\ THUS LINSATIS- 
FYING To me! 


RN 


L HAVE RETLRNED, 
BECAUSE T MUST 
PROVE MYSELF, 
EVEN IN THESE 
UNBARTHLY 
SURROUNDINGS. 


MUNCHAK LI, 
YET KANG--HE 
WHO COMMANDS: 
YOU UNLIVING ONES-- 
NOT BE HARMED ! 


@ _ 


90 HE ORDERED. BUT, Ww 
BACH MOMENT FURTHER 
FROM THE GRAVE WHICH 
CLAIMED ME, THE LESS 4 
HAS ORDERED THATI| | AM I UNDER HIS SPELL 


On 
YouR 
GUARD, 
t FemALe! 


YOU ARE SKILLED 
WITH THAT WEAPON, 
MIDNIGHT «+ = 


+ .AND YOUR, 
FOLLY SHALL 
PROVE YOUR, 
UNCOING / 


ative !? WF 70 Not Seek, .iKe KANG, 10 Wy [ Now, BY my ANcESTORS-- Y --YOL SHALL 
Al WEL? @ (OBE IT OVER ME SIMeLy AND AGAINST THE WILL Live No 
of BecAusE YOU ARE AL/VE-- J] | OF THE LIGURPER KANG-=/ Lowe! 


>-WHILE ZAM ONE 
OF THE LEGION OF 
THE UNLIVING 1, 


AND NOW, BY 
THE UNHUMAN 
KREE WHO 


HE WILL LIE THUS FOR 
5 BUT 


BE THAT WHIC! 
SAY TAM 


y 


i Afi sill N\\ss 


aoe” | 


THE CELESTIAL MADONWA, 
WHOM KANG COYETS FOR 
HIS OWN 2? 


FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
THERE (S FEAR /N 
MANTIS' VOICE «+ 


NOR WOULD SHE REST AT EASE IF SHE 
COULD BEHOLD HER FELLOW AVENGER, | 
ALREADY SOME DISTANCE AWAY... IN 
THE ARMS OF THE LUNLIVING, INDYING 


IT 13 AN ANDROID... A 
SPECIMEN OF ARTIFICIAL 
Lh 


Ever 


[ais THougHTS ARE eTILL 
CONFUSED, HOWEVER, 60 
HE SHAMBLES ON... 


FRANKENSTEIN MONSTER { 


OH NO-- 
NOT ANOTHER, 
NR AveNGEee DEAD! 


FIRST TRON 
MAN *-- NOW 
THE VIStOw!, 


he | ie 


ie THE HUMAN i AM BCees OES se] HAND, 
i AM BCees OES se] H#132,--ROY. 


RIGHT! 01D YOU 
CONTURE US UP 


LEAD US IN 
CIRCLES 7 


AND TO DEATH SHALL YOU 
RETURN, AS YOU WELL KNOW-- 
OT DO MY FLILL 


T COULD TACKLE THAT | | NO! MY MIND TELLS --NO MATTER 
BIG FALOOKA, WHOEVER 
OR WHATEVER HE Is-- 
AVENGERS TOGETHER 
TOWAKE A LAST 


y STAND-- 


NOT LONG, a bdneey enOF. THAT 1S WoT" 
THE WAY OF BARON 


WAS I NOT DER FUEHRER'S e 
GREATEST SCIENTIST-- HIS. 
LIVING SECRET WEAPOV? Rag 


SELF OF YOUR 
SUBMISSIVE 
PERSONALITY. 


WHY 4/8, TORCHZ THIS IS-- 
WHAT MAKES HIM HIS 
THINK WEZZ RUN IORLD, 
INTO THAT AVENGER, FRIEND! f 
RATHER THAN 

HIMSELF ? Ji 


WHAT ? HOW. DLL SPEAK 


AYE-- SLAVE YOLI ° WELL? 9070 you LIKE 
ARE You WANT _’ THE LEED Fran 
TO DIE, ZEMOZ) WHICH THERE IS 


THE MASTEE NO WAKING 7, 


RAL 
A HARBINGER OF 


=-ONLY TO LOSE SIGHT [ a 
OF HIM, DOWN ONE OF 
THESE MANY CORRIDORS.| tZae/ I SEEM TO SENSE 


THE PRESENCE OF 
THIS PLACE SEEMS OEATH IN THESE 
QUIET AS ATONB... HALLS / 

YET OVER ALL THERE 

DOTH HANG AN AIR 

OF UNSPEAKABLE 
MENACE. 


NO BREATH 
STIRS IN THE 
CLAMMY 
STILLNESS! 


NO HEART 
PULSES BENEATH 
HIS GOLD- AND- 
CRIMGON ARMOR. 


IT TAKES NOT THE 
PRESENCE OF 08. DON 
BLAKE TO KNOW... 


A 
HATH DIED. 
THIS DAY! ON 


-WHEN THE DAY 
OF RAGNAROK 
HAS COME TO THE 
FABLE ASGARD, 


Y 
U4 


REST THEE WELL, IRON MAN-- JI 
by we 
\ sas Gj 


DX 


BUT THEN, A GAVAGE SWARL CURLS 
HIG LIPS--3O THAT HIS FELLOW GODS 
WOLILD SCARCELY KNOW HiM-— 


‘TWAS KANG 
WHO DID THIS-~ 


~- KANG, AND THOSE 
WHO SERVE HIM iN 
THIS MELLISH 
LIMBO / 


MEANWHILE, JUST TO PROVE To YOU 


THE SO-CALLED REAL WORLD 


THA 
STILL EXISTS... 
Se 


wLETS RETURN FOR A MOMENT TO WEW 
YORK CITY, NHERE A GLEAMING M/M/— 
STAR SHINES Cou OVER AVENGERS 


aA SIAR WHICH MAY JUS" 
HERALD? THE COMING OF 
HE CELESTIAL MADDONA.] 


[ur FoR Now, FEW KNOW THIS. 
AND FEWER STILL WOLLD com: 
PREHEND. ,. 
( OKAY, OKAY 
BREAK, IT 
uP} 


PSSERSONAL BUTLER. 


YES, OFFICERS 2 T AM 
JARVIS, THE AVENGERS’ 


SORRY, SIR, BUT THE 
AVENGERS ARE... AWAY / 


Pace. OF ‘EM 2 IT 
ALWAYS SEEMED TO 
ME LIKE THERE WAS 
A HUNDRED 
OR 6O--7 


L DIDN'T THINK 

YOU WERE A 
BURGLAR, ANSWERIN' BM 
THE DOOR LIKE 


ACTUALLY, 
MISS WANDA 
Me HERE «++ 


WH--ARE THE AVENGERS 
HERE 2 I'VE GCT 


GC SO THE AVENGERS 
PLUGGED IN THEIR 
CHRISTMAS TREE 

bs Mm EARLY THIS YEPR.., 

SO WHAT 2 
LOOK, I DON'T CARE WHAT 
RELIGION SHE IS. THE COM- 
MWISSIONER WANTS TO TALK 
TO SOMEBODY, AND -— 


HERE Maven Vga hp 


CAPTAIN AMERICA? 
IRON MAN 7 WHO 
THE DEVIL'S THERE 7 


WELL, TELL Your 
BOSSES TO GET 
ON A ST/CK ~~ 


“BUT THIS MORNING, WE WISHED 
WE HADN'T... £7 
SOQUNO THE ALARM / 
I DON'T KNOW HOW 
HE DID IT-- _@ 


"4. AND, SINCE THEN, HE'S BEENA 


“ YEAH, THATS RIGHT--OUR MAN 
L PRISONER WHILE AWAITING 


FRO ZODIAC ! AS YOU PROBABLY MOE! 
KNOW, HE SURRENDERED TO THE TRIAL. WE VE TAKEN IT EASY WITH 
POLICE 1560 HIM, SINCE HES BLIND AND ALL... 


WE 6TILL. QON’T KNOW we AND I SHALL 
HOW HE DID IT, OF COURSE, 4 | SPEAK 70 Miss 
| WANDA AT ONCE. 


BUT THATS NOT THE POINT 


THAT ZODIAC BLINCH 
GREAK JAIL -- 


I FOLLOW 

A YOUR MEANING, 
SIR.» 

YET, IT WAS ALSO )| 
THAT WAS: THE VOICE... OF 
HER VOICE... SOMEONE ELSE... 

I KNOW ee : 
IT WASS 


— 
fa | 


GOMUCH FOR THE REAL WORLD FOR| [TLL TELL YOU: IMRANTING \ Hu? NONEED FOR \ LREADALL Y 

THIS ISSUE | MEANWHILE -— ABOUT HOW WE'RE TREKKING } YOU 10 GET SORE, | ABOUT YOU 

ALL OVER LIMBO-LAND, FELLA. YOU'RE THE IN THE Comics] 
BLAST! NONE LOOKING FOR A LOUSY J] } ORIGINAL HUMAN | BACK WHEN T 
OF THIS MAKES ANPROID... TORCH, RIGHT 2 


+A THING THAT 
ISN'T EVEN A 
MAN f 


a WHATS THAT 
NOW WHAT'RE --BEFORE I RAM MEAN 2 I--H 
YOL! RANTING ABOUT, A FIREBALL DOWN OL NOW 
WONDER MAN YOUR THROAT! J SM WHAT 2 j 
HEY NOW! “THE RETURN OF DON'T LET FLAME-FACE YOU KNOW HOW IT /S, 
FRANKENSTEIN “WITH THAT. GET YOL DOWN, FRANK? TORCH.+-I DON'T LIKE 
— TO GET TOO CLOSE TO 


—* H - JUST EASE THE THINGS THAT AREN'T 
WE'VE WON, WIS/ON UP ON THAT EVEN AL/MAN. 
Pee, 3 Mm SLAB, AND S7AND 


BACK, OKAYZ 


BUT THIS ANDROID N/T DON'T KNOW HOW youl \--BuT IM 
CHARACTERS A KILL AN ANDROID--OR A | SURE GOING 

OIFFERENT STORY! } ROBOT, OR WHATEVER, Te 
THIS THING IS-— Z 


HE'S STILL 


THRU A PAIN-WRACKED THROAT, THE MONSTER | | 2 Whew /= I MAY BE AS STRONG AS ANY OF THE 
SPEAKS AT LAST...» ORIGINAL AVENGERS, ,, BUT THAT CAT HAD 
LEVERAGE THAT WOULON'T, 
QUIT Sf 


j IS) WHAT MADE HIM 


ACT UP LIKE 
THAT 2 


SURE-- 
ANYTHING 
SAY-- 


HE IS CONSUMED WITH 
‘Clejosity ABOUT ONE WHO 
HOVERS BETWEEN LIFE AND 

PEA 


THE PHILOSOPHY, TORCH! GOOD EOY. AFTER ALL, YOu/ ee, a Mayee SUSPECTED 


SAVE. 
I'M FINDING KANG. HE ‘LL TAKE AND I ARE THE ONLY’ TWO. ITALL ALONG--8uT LT 
CARE OF Lacie OF YOu! OF KANG'S CREW THAT COULDN'T ADMIT IT-= 


AREN'T REALLY WLZAINS. } /; EVEN TO MYSELF / 
FRANKENSTEIN-- < = 


(EF YOU GO B° 
THAT NAME-~ 


THIS (S-- 
BEYOND, 
BELIEF! 


HONEST, PRIEND--THE ToRCH’S | [ZSHALL PUT THIS TO you, Sm 
Is ONE’ SECRET WE'LL LEARN BARON, IN WORDS WHICH YOU, 
THIS Issue! BUT FIRST-~ | | ASA CREATURE OF THE 
MID-ZO7H CENTURY. 
IEE COULD ONLY GET My HANDS ON \\| SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
CAPTAIN AMMERICA-- THAT STAR—\\”” COMPREHEND: 


THATS BETTER. NOW, RETURN TO | 
IMMORTUS’ THRONE ROOM, ANC 
MAKE CERTAIN THAT HE AND 
RAMA-TUT HAVE NOT ESCAPED! 


AND I WARN you, 


~-AG ONE MAY SUFFER, HIM... PERHAPS, INSTEAD OF HAD HE NOT, I WOULD Y WHERE THEY 
QNLY AT THE HANDG OF} | RAISING THESE SIX FROM OB- NOT HAVE GAINED SHALL CRUSH 
ONE WHO HAS HAD LIVION, I SHOULD HAVE SUM— CONTROL OF HIS LIFE— } THEE, VILLAIN! 
SEVENTY CENTURIES MONED MY STIMLULOID...YET, GIVING APPARATUS, 
TO PERFECT THE CRAFT A TRUE CONQUEROR CAN WORK) | OR BROUGHT THE 
WITH ANY TOOLS AT HAND A 


HOW FORTUNATE THAT THE 
TIME” SPANNING IMMORTUS 
FOUND ME WHILE I WAS 
LOCKED IN COMBAT WITH MY 
OTHER SELF, THE PHARAOH 
RAMA-TUT/ * \ 


ANP JUST WHEN NX 
ALL_MY MINIONS 
ARE FAR FROM 
Me f 


NO, L” } FOR LOCKING IN 


FIGHT ?) WHAT USE HAS KANG 
THINK 
NOT. 


OF THOSE FOOLS 
HAS SUCCEEDED!?, 


~-WHEN HE HAS ALL THE WIZARDRY AYE! SCION OF EVIL YANO, IF THOR'S 
OF 40h CENTURY SCIENCE AT HAMMER WiLL NOT Y 

HIG FINGERTIPS 2 ] Hf WA PASS THRU THY 
ZA’. FORCE- FIELD... LF 


Bx 
LL y/, 
Ys ote Bowes 


Fz, SLL COMING If 


Wol tt wie Nor V7 i MUST WN THRU-- 
HAPPEN THIS WAY-~ GAIN THE CELESTIAL 


ONCE MORE I SAY \T-- ARISE, ¥ V--.AND MADE OF 
AND FACE THINE ORDAINED, ! HIM A PAWN, 
r my SATE f " 


Ag WELL! 


~-BUT IT SHALL BE 
YOURS, NOT MINE / 


BEY 2 


My 


1 BE WITH THE 
OOM" ON THE PREVIOUS PAGE. 
--UNSIGNED. 


SORRY, THUNDER GOD, 

BUT TL RATHER LIKE 

THE IDEA OF BEING 
ALIVE AGAIN... 


VY ZB 
zz 


AND, WITHOUT KANG TO 
BAS OPERATE THE CONTROLS 
A OF ZMMORTUS’ GADGETS! 


DON'T WASTE 
TIME BAN- 
TERING WITH 
HIM, FOOL f 


WELL, You“ 
SEE HOW IT 
sf RB 


BLOCK HIS: 
PATH! HE MUST 
NOT FOLLOW US-- 


*\ TILL WE REJOIN 
THE OTHERS. 


ENDLESS CORRIDORS, F 
EVEN THE MIND OF 
THOR CANNO’ 


IER SUPPORTS sWHO DID NOT POSSESS THE MYSTIC 
Yee RenOED, THEE STONES MALLET CALLED MTOLNi2 f¥ 


nAiat\ 


I* AN ASIDE TD MTPAICKERS + YES, WE KNOW 
THAT THE NAME OF THORS HANMER CAN. 
ALSO BE SPELLED "NTOLLNER"-- BUT WHO 
ARE WE TO ARGUE WITH LAROUSSE AND 
CO. 2 —— ROY. 


HOLY CROW! I DON'T KNOW THE CAT 
NOW WE'RE IN THE CAPE, BUT THE 
id OTHER ONE'S RAMA-TUT,, 


aH a 


(7. THE ONE WHO'S 
KANG'S OTHER 
SELF uf 


F WAITAMINNIT / 1 You 
ARE KANG, MORE OR LESo-- 
THEN WHAT'RE YOU DOIN’ 7 
IN COLD STORAGE 7 


AG HE DID BEFORE, 
KANG SEEKS TO AVERT 
HIS TRUE FUTURE... 


STILL. YOU DID 
SCREW UP KANG 
ONCE BEFORE... AND 


FOOTNOTE FREAKS {  --R. 


vee BUT NATURALLY, WHAT YOU /W= 
IT AIN'T f Z IN’, GOT. TEND, BOWMAN, 
AND WHAT YOU 
ACTUALLY 20... 
L sve 
INTEND 
TO-- 


ITIS GOOD THAT 
LI RETURNED... 
BEFORE YOU dif 
UNDID KANG'S 
i) BEST-LAID PLANS. 


NEXT, LETS HAVE THAT LITTLE OwWWw!l 
TOY-BUZ2ZER-- BEFORE YOU LEAVE THE 
HURT YOURSELE ! HAND, YOU 
THAT'S A CRETIN f 
PLEASURE I 
WANT TO RE- 
SERVE FOR 
MYSELE/ 


see ESPECIALLY SINCE I WAS BURIED WITH N* ZENO WAS O3- 
THIS PISTOL FILLED WITH NY MIRACULOUS — ) VIQUELY CARRYING 
REMEMBERED ZRON MAN- 4 AOHESIVE X1*_/ A SPARE WHEN AN 


L AIN'T THE AVALANCHE DID 
MURDERIN’ 


WHY DONTCHA JUST ZAP ME 
ANO GET IT WER WITH, MAN 
FROM GLAD! 


mM AND, IN YOUR >-£, WHO SPENT THE 


y, 
INGTANTLY “HARDENING \( OYING HOURS, Tl FINAL TWO DECADES 
YOU WILL KNOW OF MY LIFE WITH THIS 
THE TORMENT [Mf ACCURSED MASK STUCK 
Zz FOREVER TO IY FACE -~ 
THANKS TO THE HATED? 
"CAPTAIN AMERICAL 


ANY THING'S BETTER THAN 
LISTENIN’ TO YOLI WARMED- OVER 
NAZIS SOUNDIN’ OFF f 


BE STILL, VO 
YOU HEAR 2 IF 
YOU KNEW WHAT 


L KNOW THAT BODY! ITS CRIMSON 


NOW-- BUT SOMEHOW, BY SOME 
INSANE TRICK OF FATE--ITS 


PERHAPS THE MONSTER COM- 
PREHENDS..,AND PERHARS 
NOT. 


4 


AT ANY RATE, Ue 
HE SLOWLY 
NoOSs. 


MEANWHILE (96 THEY SAY IN THE mT 
BOCKE st 


400K-- I DON'T KNOW IF I 
CAN MAKE YOU UNDERSTAND ] SOME 
THIS, BECAUSE I’M NOT 

SURE Z DO-- 


= ano 
I KNOW IT SOUNDS CRAZY: AND, THAT Vd 
BUT THAT'S ME ON THAT @ SECOND “ME” 
GLAB--ME, AS I WOUND ff IS DYING-- 
HAVE BEEN! 4 


LET ME DO WHAT 

I CAN 10 SAVE 

HIM ! YOUVE GOT J 
ToL 


HES LAPAIN'/IT UP 
IMMORTUS- BABY! 


ORE Sk 
ADHERED 1O YOUR 
SKIN-- 
--SO YOU MAY AVOID 
THAT TRAGEDY. 


La --JUSTA \ EITHER THIS 1S 
LITTLE BIT GONNA BE THE 
LONGER. \ GREATEST BANK-GHOT 

OF MY CHECKERED 


CAREER. 


oF 
os OR ELSE ITLL 
@E THE ZAST/ 


=-AND WELL W THAT MONSTER WAS W 
BE THERE, CARRYING THE VISION 
Bi LIKE A BROKEN 7Oy, 
I TELL yous 


IN REVIVING YOU 
SIX INCOMPETENTS, 


ALSO, I GROW 


WEARY OF oF 


se WEARY AT THE LACK 
re SCENERY,,, THE 


YOU HAD BETTER BEN 
TELLING THE 7RU7H, 
SIMON WILLIAMS... 


CMON, TEETH O* 
MINE --DON'T COME 
OUT FOR JUST A 
FEW SECONDS 
MORE-- 


FOR, T BEGIN TO THEN STAND TO, ASSASSIN-- 
DOUBT MY W/5D0M AND CREE THING APPOINTED 


~-was WoT, NM very, 5 00 
ENOW TO KEEP SWEAR IT-~ 
ME FROM THEE, THERE SHALL 

KANG! og COME NOW A 
RECKONING ! J 


NOT QUITE! HOLD HIM 

BACK, WONDER MAN-- 

I MUST ESCAPE, FORM 
NEW PLANS--f 


THEN STRIKE, ALL THREE AYE, STRIKE, \F YOu 
OF YOU--STRIKE FOR YOUR \ WILL--FOR THE SON 


FRANKENSTEIN 'S 


MONSTER --AND [> 
THE TORCH {f= ~ MASTER, WHO ALONE HOLDS } OF ODIN FEARS NO 
< fe THE KEY TO YOUR L/FE MAN, LIVING OR 4 
AND DEATH / aff 


SORRY 10 
DISAPPOINT You, © 
ASGARDIAN.. BUT 
AS FAR AS FRANKY 
AND I ARE CONCERNED, 
THIS BATTLE IS OVER. 


LOOKING INTO THE CREATURE’S | | THEN, ABRUPTLY, BOTH THE GIANT AND THE 
TORCH STEP ASIDE, TO REVEAL... 

BUT--WONDER 

MAN GAID-— 


WHAT !? ‘TWILL 

BE OVER WHEN THE GRIM Eves, KANG SLIDDENLY 
AVENGERS LIE 
LIFELESS AT 

MY PEET--AND 

NOT BEFORE! 


THEN, THAT 
IS ONE MORE 
THING, KANG-- 


ARE YOU--TRULY RE- 
COVERED, INENGER 2 
THE WAY THY CLOAK 

DPOTH CLING-- 


I WAS AT OFATHS 

DOOR, FOR EVEN AN 

ANOROIP CAN OIE, 
(N HIS. WAY... 


=-FOR WHICH 
THOLI SHALT MOST 
SORELY PAY f 


COUNTOOWN: ONLY NINE PAGES LEFT TO ~-BUT NOT TILL I HAVE WHAT IN THE 
We STORY, GO LETS GET CRACKING, SHALL PERMANENTLY DISPOSED: NAME OF = 


2.10 BE ABLE TO LINDO 
THE WRONG THAT WAS DONE 
YOU..-1O BE WHOLE AGAIN! 
4 


YOU HAVE BUT TO poem | 
é, sw = 


OF THIS INFERNAL ARCH- 


2 SHOUTIN’ UPBET. 
YES. YES- MY SHOT T JUST, 
TLL Bo IT-- HOPE THAT-— 


WHILE ZEMO NOW Wa vA WHOLE 8£08 OF 
MUST RECKON WITH 1 SHAPELESS, LIFELESS 


IMMORTUS ‘é PROTOPLASM ¢ 
‘ANO WITH R 
eama-tur! aa 


(M--AND 


L RAISE Hi ) ca 
72 THE DUST HAS YOL MUST LIM 
HE RETURNEDS THE WRONG Ye 
DONE, KANG 
a \X I SHAL. 


FROM DUST DID --LETS GEE HOW THINGS ARE GOING ELSEWHERE--! 


WONDER man / * 
DO YOUR DUTY! 
WA SMASH Hin 


BUT THEN WAY 00 I FEEL, 
SOMBEHOW--LIKE I'M FIGHT- 
7q ING MYSELF 77 


Y ~-WOULO HE STILL. 
YO BoE 


SS 

>-WHOSE WOLINDED $i 

PREVENTS HIM FROM Bi 
COMING (N7TANG/BL. 


AUD? 
) 


Ss 
WOULD HE STILL, LIKE| --WOULD HE RISE, 
KANG'S LIVING WEAPON] WITH A VENGEFUL 
ATTACK WITHOUT SNARL-- 

é baby \ 
= A ial 


PERHAPS THAT KNOWLEDGE WOULD 
GIVE HIM THE STRENGTH, THE POWER 
TO RESIST KANGS 
STRONG-WILLED 
DOMINATION... 


4 


MEANWHILE, THE POINT 4 nA CONDITION WHICH] 
if JUST NOW, HAS ITS 
WARDS | 


AND, AS HE STRIKES OWE 
OF HIS Te ile 


tS 
LABYRINTH... 


--AND US, SSB 
AS WELL / 


IN THIG HOUR, Fa 
THOU GHALT 


AND TRULY, KANG 
WoL 
No 


~-AS EASILY AS A 
A SWIMMER MAY DIVE 
INTO FRIENOLY 
WATERS / 


ONLY THEN DOES THE WARRIOR MADNESS 
LEAVE THE GON OF ODIN,.- ss) 
|S THIS, THEN, 
HOW ITALL 


BUT--THAT TOWERING 
y GARGOYLE BEHIND 
WELL SET7LE THEE BOTH-- I 
FOR THAT, 
THUNDER GOD... 


(IE NOT,,. FOR THAT "TOWERING AT LEAST, THIS 


GARGOYLE ’,, THERE WOULDN'T MON: rae 

SE ENOUGH 70 ME LEFT... 

FOR THE ORIGINAL HUMAN BLOCKS... WHERE 

TORCH, HERE,,,7O CARRY! Form ICOULD NOT 
BEARTOGO 4 

WHILE THE NEAR WATER...{ 


TORCH... WAS 
NEVER REALLY 


AUAN AT 
ALL... BUT AN 
ANOROP. 


ANP NOT JUST,,,.ANY 
A ANPROID,.. BUT ME! 


THOSE MOMENTS... WERE /NVOL- 1 AND ENCASED IN A BLOCK OF 

UNTARY QUAST-MEMORES OF COMENT, OR UNDER WATER, TO 

A EARLIER TIME... WHEN THE V KEEP OXYGEN FROM HIS ANDROID 
Fe 


TORCH WAS FIRST DESIGNED... % ORM... 
ve ‘Gane 


¥ 
la 
ar 


ye 


Ps “moms” S - 
ACN. za 
+4 $0 THAT HE COULD NOT FLAME i Crepe 
ON, AND ATTACK HIS OWN CREATOR, . MAS: 


OR THE CRMMINALS WHO CATER PIECES* 4, 
SFOP--R. 


POSSESSED Him, 
ABRUPTLY, EVEN AS THE TWO-IN-ONE 
TITANS PEELE THORS NOT LIN 


THE TORCH... WAS THE F7@ST 
ANCROID, AS THE FANTAS= REASONABLE QUESTION... 
Wt FOUR ONCE TOLD US. 


|... OR THE SOMEWHERE ELSE 
WATERIALIZES 1 HERE... 


os TAKE YOUR FYCK / EVE - + WHEN YOU TAKE A LOOK 
AT ANY RATE-- A MUM ORTUSL AT THE BODIES LYING 
Cy, BY MANT/S * FEET! 


YOU'VE GOT LESS 

PLEASANT SATS 
INSTORE FOR fi 
YOU, PLAYMATES... 


IZ. MEN DIE 
IN ae 


BUT HE STILL 
BREATHES, 


NOHCARTBEAT-! 


MANTIS “WHAT 
HAPPENED? 

YOU SEEM --5O 
ONEONEERNED 


lt 
ABOUT ITALL~! 


AND WHY 
SHOULD THERE 
BE, ANDROID-- 


THE 
SENSATION 
WiLL PASS, 


YOU ENTERED MY ARM--MY HAND -- EVEN YOUR MURDERER 
THE LABYRINTH RESTORED AGAIN, AS SHALL BE BROUGHT 
8Y MAGIC- BACK-- THOUGH 
WITHOUT THE 
POWER OF 
FREE Wil. 


SEND HIM SACK INTO 
THE TIME STREAM, 
THERE TO MEET-- WITH THE 
OTHERS--HIS RIGHTFUL DESTINY. 


NOW-- HAVE IF WOT: 
I FORGOTTEN 
ANYONE 7 7 


\ 
NO,NOT MAGIE-- ii) TS 
SIMPLY LAWS OF 
SCIENCE HICH iv SNe 
NONE WHO DWELL. 
ON AN EARTHLY 
PLANE CAN EVER 
HOPE TO UNDER- 
STAND--NOT 
EVEN Yous! 


THAT LEFTOVER 
SIEG-HEILER 


MIGHT A BEEN 
A CRUMB: 


BESIDES, T'LL YY 
SCEEP BETTER IF I 


KNOW HE'S INA GRAVE | 
SOMEWHERE, 'STEAD'A 
FLOPPLN AROUND LIKE THAT! 


‘ z AND NOW, SUSPECT, 
THE GOOD BARON WAS A wl LEASES & j oi A 


RAMA-TUT,. } IMMORTUS, THAT 
PARTICULARLY LYSTRESSING, ME TO THINK YOU MUST _/ THERE |SMMGCY 


INDIVIDUAL... SO ORDIN= of me 
ARILY, ZT WOULD Ze | Fkeld ETERNI GO, YOU KNOW-- AND 


” PREFER WO7-TO 
Bewy your EN 
REQUEST. V7 \) MASK He s0 DISCLOSE TOME, 
DESPISES! i STL, Tt 
SELON * ACCOMPLISHED 
iat MY MISSION... 


AND PREVENTED XC NOw, FARE % AS FOR YOU, MY DARK: \/" 70 THINE 
KANG FROM PLUNGING _\ THEE WEZZ, |. FOR, TRESSED ONE...T LEAVE }\ UH: 

ALL OF TIME INTO GWAOS, YOU WITH THE WORDS BE TRUE!) 
IN HiS MAD QUEST FOR 


FORGOTTEN IN J 
KANG'S JO 7H 


rs \ CENTURY: 


— OF AN OBSCURE 
THE CELESTIAL Ais POET; ALL BUT 
‘] 
| iN 
t 


ws THEN SURELY 
THERE BE GOOD” 
IN HIM WHICH NO 


+ EVEN AS ALL THE GNELIVING = OR THE MOMENT IN 
CEGION 20 LIKEWISE, EACH TO TUE WHEN HE WAS 
WIS OUUN SPECIAL PATE, BE. SNATCHED LIVING. 
SEATH,. FROM OUT OF THE 

‘ i TUNE STREAM... 


TO PLAY A ROLE 
INA PRAVA 
WHICH NO ONE 


OUT-- SO THAT I MAY SEND 
YOU BACK (NV FE TO LEARN 
HOW YOUR FATE AND THE DID--ASTAM i 
VISION'S BECAME (W7ER = SURE SEVERAL eg 
INED, OF THE AVENGERS | --HERE,IN A NAMELESS 
4 COMBO AND FUTURE OF 
WHICH EVEN RAMA-TUT 
WAS CMAWARES 


YOU, TORCH, L HAVE SINGLED WY [Have YouNOT GU ORTYS HMBELE IS 85) 
va 


THIS 1S ALL 
BEVONE ME! 


AS WELL IT THERE ARE THINGS WHICH 
SHOULD BE! NEITHER YOU WIR RAMA- 
TUT. MAY KNOW... UNTIL, 


THE APPOINTED TIME “Nee iN 
‘ = | S 
SOIT |S WRITTEN — 


= IN THE FUTURE 
HISTORY OF THE 
CELESTIAL MADONNA, 


/ AND WETHER OF US 


A MOMENT MORE, \ YET--YOU STILL — - 
AND WE SHALL. HAVE NOT ANSWERED BUT, WITH THE AID WOULD BET A ROOSEVELT 
STAND ONEARTH | MY QUESTION. ee THE ONE CALLED NICKEL THAT WE'RE GOING, 


ONCE MORE -~ 1 1 WE 
AND VERILY, HOW DID THE | ARE BOTH DETER 
EVEN Z HAVE GRIGINAL HUTRAN MINED 70 FINO THE 
COME TO TORCH COME TO ANSWER 

MISS IT BE--THE VIS/ON? 


TOLIKE IT! 


THE QUEST GOES ON--(N 


#/33/ 


Sats 


EARTH'S MIGHTIEST HEROES! 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no sing/e super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Skt THE MIGHTY AWENGERS!. 
a 


NOW, MY SCARLET WITCH; 
THE HOUR STRIKES! THE 
TIME IS WOW! / 


YES, 
MISS HARKNESS! 
IM PREPARED! 


I'M READY 
TO PROVE-- 


~~ MY NEW 
POWERS! 


STEVE ENGLEHART SAL BUSCEMA &, JOE STATON TOM ORZECHOWSK!, Calligraphy CEN WEIN 
Author Artists PHIL. RACHELSON, Coloring Eoitor 


WE'VE SPENT DAYS LOCKED UP 
IN THIS ROOM WHILE YOU TRIED. 
TO TEACH ME TRUE WITCHCRAFT! 
I WON'T Fa/L YOU-- gy 


NW mY] | Wy WWW 


~-AFTER ALL MY 
LIFE -- (15 $0 Ze SE. 
OIFFICULT -- Wf, 


] 


--FUNNELING AAY 
MUTANT HEX POWER-- 
INTO NEW CHANNELS -- J 


ONLY-- IT STILL TAKES SO MUCH OUT OF MES 
LETTING MY HEX FLOW, INSTEAD OF BURSTING 
FORTH, WEAKENS ME EVEN MORE IN THE END! 


MORE THAN YOU KNOW, 
WANDA-- FOR AS YOU 
RELAX YOUR VIG/L ANCE -- 


OMA, 
AGAINE : a SAID = YOUR CREATURE 
TURNS UPON YOU! 


IS Mi 
Sounre TER 
PRODUCTIVE! 


Brokers MY ents ARE WHEN ONE SUMMONS FORTH FORCES THE AVENGERS ARE 
FINELY HONED -- AND, DUE TO FROM BEYOND, ONE MUST NEVER NO LONGER IN 
MY SENSIBLE PRECAUTION OF RELINQUISH CONTROL, MY DEAR. VIET NAM, WANDA. 
ht. 
/ IN_FACT, MY DEAR, 


SEALING US AWAY FROM THE 
DISTRACTING WORLD -- STILL, T_AM OTHER- 
WISE QUITE PLEASED THEY ARE NO. 
=- ALWAYS WITH YOUR PROGRESS. LONGER EVEN OW 
SOON, YOU SHALL THIS EARTHS 
OO MORE THAN 7 
es nen onee 


I_wiSH 
THE OTHER 
AVENGERS 


NOW YOU KNOW THAT 
IMMORTUS 4S THE AMASTER 


Ae THE VISION'S DESIRES 
TO LEARN OF THEIR 
HIDDEN PASTS. 


"gg all oF US SAWN AVENGERS 
131,132 ANC GSA*3 --EN. 


Rial tanec eee T USED 
YOU SO SHAMELESSLY IN 

MY SCHEME 70. TEACH KANG 
THE OOMINANCE OF DESTINY -- 


--I HEREBY OFFER YOU, AS 
RECOMPENSE, THE CHANCE 
TO OBSERVE THOSE PASTS! 


DOES THAT We 
SUFFICE? | 


SUFFICE? YOU MEAN --JUST 
CRE THAT, I CAN LEARN THE 
ANSWERS ['VE SOUGHT ALL 


ANI 
MY KNOWN LIFE? TO ACCEPT “Hee 0 DESTIN, 


IT SEEMS ALMO: 
NATURAL THAT Ean AN 
OPPORTUNITY WOULD 
b COME TO HER. 


OUR PASTS ARE 
SEPARATE-- SO 
MUST BE OUR 
PATHS TO THEM. 


ONCE |S ALL I 
ASK, HAWKEVE, 


q 
HE CULMINATION 
“OF OUR PASTS. 


SHE IS CORRECT, VISION. 

YOU MUST TRAVEL THROUGH 

TIME NOT ONLY SEPARATE, 
BUT ALONE -- 


--FOR YOUR SECRETS 

ARE TOO RECENT, TOO 

ABLE TO AFFECT THE 

PRESENT, TO BE KNOWN 
Bu 


TAKE THIS SYNCHRO ~ 
ISTAFF. IT WILL GUIDE YOU, 


AND PREPARE YOURSELF 
FOR WONDERS BEYOND 


UMAGINATION-- THE 
WONDERS OF TRUTH-- 


-AS I UTILIZE 
AY TEMPORAL, 
TRANSPORTER 
TO SENCO you 


THE LIGHTS 
FLICKER..,, 


BECOME CLEAR. 


I TRIED. 
GRASPING 
THE STAFF 
ONCE AT THE 
PLAYBOY 
clUuB-- 


THE REMAINDER 
OF HAWKEYE'S 
OBSERVATION 1S 
“OST--PROBABLY 
FORTUNATELY -- 
TO POSTERITY: 


--AS THESE REMAINING AVENGERS 
ARE LOST TO LIMBO, LEAVING THIS 
LOCUS WHERE THINGS NEVER CHANGE -- 


--AND A MAN WHO HAS 
CHANGED QUITE A LOT. 


AMEN, IMMORTUS-- AND WE'RE HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE 
NUMBER OF THOSE WHO ALREADY KNOW IS STEADILY OM THE RISE. 


FIVE LIVES HAVE T KNOWN, ANO THE 
VISION TWO, SOON NOW, MANTIS 
WILL BEGIN AGAIN AS WELL. 


PS OH, THAT AC“ MIGHT 
KNOW WHAT WONDERS 
THERE ARE TO THIS 

FIRMAMENT! 


HERE, FOR EXAMPLE, 
AURTLING OUT: 


A SHIP PILOTED BY ONE WHO SPENT 
THE BEST YEARS OF HER LIFE IN THE 
CONTEMPLATION OF WONDERS. 

. 


AGAIN \T COMES --THE 
TERRAN RADIO SIGNAL 
SUMMONING MAR-VELL, 
ITHAS FILLED THE 
ETHER FOR HOURS 


*THE PRIESTESS OF TITAN ANO SEVERAL 
CAPTAIN MARVELS (AS EVERYBODY 


KNOWS, RIGHT 7) -- LEN. 


| 


BUT SOMETHING WITHIN: 
ME SCREAMS THATS MUST’ 
ANSWER-- --AND THOUGH I SEE NO. 
REASON FOR THIS, I TRUST 
MY SPIRIT AND ACCEPT ITS 
OICTATES. 


IGO.TO 
AVENGERS: 


MANSION! 


CM's NO-SHOW. 


BUT THAT'S ANOTHER BOOK, 
FOR ACTHER DAYS KISH T 


IES" 
ORIGIN STORIES /f/ THE Efv- 
TIRE HISTORY OF COMICS. 


IE SAY SBE BECAUSE 

we CH STOR’ (Ss SO COMEL EX, 
OULD BE 

SENTEO WITH FULL JUSTICE 

IN JUST ONE ISSUE. 

SO: SERIALIZATION. 

SETTLE BACK NOW, AS 


MARVEL PRESENTS THE 
OPENING ACT IN -- 


TIME TRAVEL NEVER FAILS TO 

UAPRESS ME, THE SENSATION 

18 NOT UNLIKE THAT OF MY OWN 
INTANGIBLE STATE -- 


--YET IT IS THE UNIVERSE 
WHICH HAS NO SOLIDITY, 
NOT MERELY MYSELF. 


BUT NOW, I SHALL FINALLY 
FINO THE TRUE SOLIDITY [ HAVE 
ALWAYS SOUGHT-- THE ANSWERS 
TO THE MYSTERIES OF MY CREA 
TION _BY ULTRON-S,¢ AND THE 
UNDERSTANDING OF MY RECENT 
MALFUNCTIONS. 


XAVENGERS #58. --L. 


LONG MONTHS AGO. * 


TENTATIVE ANALYSIS: 
I AMA ATTACKED BY 
AN ANOROID, OF 
HIGHLY SPECIALIZED | X-RAY 
DESIGN. VISI-PROBE 
REVEALS 


THREE 
DECADES 
VINTAGE --- 


HAVENGERS #102, PAGE I 17, DID 
YOU NOTICE IT? -“LEN€, ROY. 


THREE DECADES! OVER THREE 
FIRST APPEARED IN [939-~ 


Eh--? A YOICE-- 
IN AAY MINDS 


AND A HALE, NOW, SINCE THE TORCH 


“NOVEMBER, 
1939, 10 BE 
PRECISE. 


TAM OF THE STAFF, VOYAGER. WHILE 
YOU GRASP IT, I AM YOUR GUIDE--FOR 
YOUR THOUGHTS ARE OPEN TO ME 
THEN, AND I KNOW WHAT YOU WISH 
TO OBSERVE. 


IN ADDITION, I AM 
ABLE TO hanes 


OF UNDERSTANDING. 


THAT'S QUITE A SERVICE YOU 
PROVIDE, 


NOVEMBER, 1939, 
AND SOON YOu 
WILL RE-ENTE! 


Re 
THE WORMAL TIME 
CONTINUUM, 


YOU WILL SEE AND 


HEAR Al2, BUT BE 
SEEN AND HEARD BY 
NONE, THIS GIFT OF AY 
MASTER'S INCLUDES ONLY 
OBSERVATION, NOT 

| PARTICIPATION, 


~-THE LABORATORY OF PROF. 
PHINEAS T. HORTON! * 


GENTLEMEN OF THE PRESS, ¥ 
CALLED YOU HERE TO ANNOUNCE 


IT SURPASSES 
ANYTHING ANY 
SCIENTIST HAS 
EVER DONE-- 


ATHE FOLLOWING 
EXCERPTED FROM MARVEL 
COMICS #/.--LEN, 


EVERY TIME THIS CREATURE 
COMES IN CONTACT WITH OXYGEN, 
SUCH AS TAM ADMITTING TO ITS 


AIR- TIGHT TUBE -- 


GOOD LORD! 
THAT FIGURE IS A 
WALL OF FIRES 


ANO THE ENSUING PUBLIC OUT- 
cRy WAS ENOUGH TO FORCE 


-- UNTIL THE 
DAY MY 
EXPERIMENTA-| 
| TION FINDS 
AWAY TO 
CORRECT 


YOUR FLAW-- 


ME 
A FORTUNE! 


BUT PROFESSOR HORTONS 


7 RESULTANT 
UNDOING, FOR INHIS DESIRE f XK 
TO. SPEND NO MORE THAN \ Seo 
NECESSARY ON THIS ‘ THE CITY! 


EQUIPMENT ~~ 


-- HE HAD UNWITTINGLY 
SPENT A FRACTION TOO 
LITTLE, THE AIR-TIGHT TUBE 
PROVED TO POSSESS A VERY 
SLOW LEAK, SO THAT, DAYS, 
LATER, THE TORCH'S FLAME 
RETURNED-- 


~-BUT DETERMINED TO 
WREAK NO MORE 
HAVOC, HE FLED AND 


FOUND _A 
SWIMMING POOL -~ 


=- UNTIL HE CAME 


tty 7 
RUNNING WILD, CHILOLIKE, ie REALIZE HOW 


THE FREED TORCH IANO- 
CENTLY SPREAD TERROR JEFERENT HE WAS 
THROUGH THE CITy-- FROM EVERYONE 
HE ENCOUNTERED 


== INTO WHICH 
HE COMMITTED 
HIMSELF, 


UNFORTUNATELY, THE ESTATE HE HAD ENTERED WAS I REMEMBER NOW! THE FEELINGS OF THAT 
THE PROPERTY OF ONE SARDO, A RACKETS BOSS: TIME ARE BREAKING THROUGH THE are 
IN MYM é 


~ 
THOSE SENSA- 
TIONS OF 
CLAUSTROPHOBIA-~ 
OF BEING 
SUFFOCATED-- 
--WHO TRAPPED THAT MADE UP 


THE TORCH THE TORCH’S 
UNDER THE EARLIEST DAYS-- 


POOLS WINTER — 
GLASS COVER. A\ --THEY'RE THE 


THAT'S (TS) CIN \ é 


THATS ATS GSA #Z, AVENGERS #18 & 122. -LEN. 


YES --ANO THOUGH YOU WERE 
SOON SET FREE, NOT ONE OF 
THE SURPRISES YOUR FUTURE 
HELD COULD EVER COMPLETELY 
BURY THOSE PRIMAL TRAUMATA. 


WE NEED TARRY HERE 
NO LONGER. ITISA 
DECADE LATER YOU 
MUST NEXT OBSERVE-- 


THERE WE JOURNEY 
NOW! 


1939 PLAYS OK TO THE EMPTY 
HOUSES OF ETERNITY FOREVER. ALL 
THAT IS KNEW 1939 ONCE; NOW 
THEY REMEMBER IT DIMLY, IF AT ALC, 


ANO ONLY THOSE 
TIME WILL EVER VISITIT AGAIN... i 


"RESHER = 
SUCH AS THIS ONE, [Ni SAIGON. 


THE PLAN IS 
AS SOUND 
AS EVER, 


BUT DESPITE ALL MY TRAINING 
NW THE PRIESTS OF PAMA, 

T AM YETA MAN OF THE 

prey WORLD, 


ITS ALL SO 
INTRICATE -~ 
COMING TO- 
GETHER at SO 


DIRECTIONS! 
IF ONE LITTLE 
TN GOES 


NOTHING 
‘WILL GO 


--MANTIS [S 
MY ONLY 
DAUGHTER! 


CNCLUDING 
“THE HISTORY 


OF THE 
UNIVERSE."} 


*/E YOULL 


RECALL 
AVENGERS #123 
MAS SUBTITLED 
“AN ORIGIN FOR 


MANTIS.” NOW 
YOUCL SEE WHY. --L. 


REMEMBER, 


1S PARAMOUNT! 
THE INTER- 


/ SHEESH! DO TALKING 
STICKS HAVETA MAKE 
SUCH _A BIG DEAL 
OUTTA TALKING 7 


TT MAY BE YOUR ONLY 
TRICK, BUT GEE--F 


I AM A_SYNCHRO-STAFF, HAWKEYE. 
MY SOLE FUNCTION {& TO GUIDE YOU 
THROUGH TIME, BOTH PHYSICALLY 
AND INTELLECTUALLY, 


YOU HAVE JUST 
ENTERED THE 
CONTINUUM OF 
KREE YEAR 
ZERO. 


THOR! THIS ONE... IS 
NEARLY OVERCOME WITH 
EMPATHIC FEELINGS OF 

ENORMOUS PURITY 
AND POWER! 


THERE ARE TWO SOURCES 
OF PSYCHIC VIBRATIONS NEAR 
BY-- TWO ENTIRE RACES: 


--AND ONE OF THEM IS 
MOST DEFINITELY THE KREES 


YES: TWO RACES. TWO INSIGNIFICANT RACES 
AT THIS POINT INTIME, YET TWO RACES DES- 
TINED TO BLAZE A TRAIL ACROSS THE HEAVENS! 


al 


GRIP ME TIGH’ 
THUNDER GO! 
s 


TLY, 
D-- 
EZ 


-:FOR MANTIS MAY YET BE OVERCOME BY HER 
EMPATHIC NATURE DURING THIS VOYAGE, AND 
SHE CANNOT BE ENTRUSTED WITH MY CARE -- 


swatar HoMe-] J THAT \S CORRECT, BEFORE 
WORLD TO YOU_NOw /S THAT REDOUBT- 
THE KREE/” 


ABLE RACE, STILL ON THE 

BORDERS OF BARBARISM IN 

THIS, THEIR FIRST YEAR OF 
RECORDED HISTORY. 


ALREADY, THEY ARE A WARLIKE PEOPLE-- 
STRONG, BRUTAL, AND QUICK TO ANGER, 


THEIR LEADER IS 

MORAG. HE IS 

THEIR MIGHTIEST 
MAL 


+-AND THEIR MOST DARING 
HUNTER. THE KREE, BEING 
MEAT EATERS, MUST FACE 

FEROCIOUS BEASTS EVERY 
DAY IN ORDER TO SURVIVE, 

AND MORAG ATTACKS ONLY 
THE LARGEST. 


OTHER RACE, STIC! 


THEY INHABIT THE 


TAKE YOU THERE, SO 
YOU CAN SEE WHY. 


“THEY'RE PLANT PEOPLES” 


EXACTLY, THESE ARE, 

THE COTATI, WHO HAVE 
CLIMBED THE 
EVOLUTIONARY NS 

LADDER FROM THE JD 

ALGAE TO A POINT 

OF NEAR-PARITY N 

WITH *BoMANoIe 


THEY ARE TRUE PLANTS, 

REQUIRING SUNLIGHT, 

WATER, AND CONTACT 
WITH THE SOIL-- 


THEIR 
BRANCHES 
HAVE 


BECOME 
ELEMENTARY 
ciMBS -- 


I_TAKE IT EACH SIDE LEAVES THE OTHER 

STRICTLY ALONE -- OR ELSE THE KREE WOULD 

HARVEST THESE CREATURES FOR 
BREAKFAST SOME MORNING! 


THE MEAT-EATERS 

CONSIDER ALL PLANTS. 

BENEATH THEIR NOTICE, 9 

ANO THE CO7A7/ 

CONSIDER THE 

BARBARIANS FRENETIC 
ANO UNSTABLE. 


HOLD, STAFF! WHAT 
BE THIS WHICH 
HITHER COMES 7 


BOTH RACES SEE 

TT SIMULTANEOUSLY 

AS IT DROPS FROM 
THE SKIES -- 


~-ANO BOTH 
CORRECTLY 
BELIEVE THE 
ENO OF THE 
WORLO HAS 
ARRIVED, 


SHEY! I JUST SAW 
THIS FLICK, THE 
OTHER NIGHT ON 
CHANNELS! “THE 
DAY HALA STOOD 
STILL,” RIGHT? 


"PLEASE 
SILENT, Hawkeye, 
THIS ONE DOES. 
NOT WISH TO BE 
DISTRACTED WITH 
FRIVOLITY.” 


“OOIN'S BLOOD! THE CREATURES 
WITHIN ARE THE HEREDITARY 
ENEMIES OF THE KREE; SKRULLS"| 


aS 
I NEVER KNEW THEY WERE SO 


WE ARE, TO PUT IT SIMPLY, A 
PROUD PEOPLE! SOME MIGHT 
EVEN CALL US (MPERIOUS! YET 


[Ad AND AGAIAL IN 


Heloise OUR CINILIZATION HAS 
REACHED! 
IN_ THE PAST 


DECADE, We Have EVEN 
PERFECTED INTER - 
STELLAR VESSELS -- 


MUCH FURTHER ADVANCED, 
DIO YOU, THOR 


THIS IS THE FIRST CONTACT 
BETWEEN KREE AND SKRULL 
INDEED, THE FIRST EXTRA-  O\ 
PL ANETARY CONTART EVER FOR. 
THE KREE ¢ 


IS QUIET, STICK. THE B/G GREEN 
CHEESE IS GONNA SPEAK. 


+: AND IN MY SCOUTS'| BUT SKRULLS ARE NOT 
SJOURNEYINGS SINCE, | WAI 
WE HAVE GONE 


WORLD TO FINO im 
THAT NO OTHER MF RATHER, T JOURNEY TO EACH 
RACE ANYWHERE JAI (NHABITED PLANET MY SCOUTS 
APPROACHES U: DISCOVER, TO OFFER A MORE 
BENEFICIAL PROPOSITION-~ 


OH, THERE (§ ONE MORE POINT: WE WISH TO 

AVOID ANY DISSENTION BETWEEN HALA'S TWO 

RACES REGAROING WHICH WILL REPRESENT 6 
THE PLANET TO US 


--SO WE FURTHER 
PROPOSE A SMALL. 
TEST, TO SETTLE 


IN 
RESPONSE, 
DORREK 


WE SHALL CONDUCT A SELECT 
PARTY FROM EACH RACE TO A 
DIFFERENT UNINHABITED PLANETOIO, 
TO REMAIN FOR OWE YEAR WITH 


JHE DECISION 1S S/MPLE FOR 
THE COTATI: THEY SENSE ARRO- 
GANCE BUT NO DECEIT IN THE 
SKRULLS, ANO THEY WISH TO 
HEY ACCEPT. 


50 THEY DEBATE THEIR COURSE 
ALL THE REST OF THE DAY, 


IT (S MORAG, MIGHTY 
LEADER, WHO DECIDES THE 


COMPLETE SUPPLIES. GROW. Ti 
——__. AT THE 
TERMINATION AT THAT TIME, WHICH 
EVER GROUP HAS DONE THE MOST 
WITH THEMSELVES SHALL BE 
ADJUDGED MOST WORTHY! 


ISSUE... BECAUSE HE HAS. 
HEARD NO WAY TO GRACE- 
FULLY DECLINE, 


IT WAS, THUNDER GOD -- ESPECIALLY FOR 
THE COTATI, WHO, BEREFT OF THEIR 
FELLOWS FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER... 


THEREFORE, THE FOLLOWING MORNING, 
SEVENTEEN KREE AND SEVENTEEN 
COTATI (ROUND NUMBERS BY SKRULLIAN 
STANDARDS), ARISE FROM A 

PRIMITIVE HALA -- 


AND ARC AWAY 
TOWARD SPHERES 
MORE PRIMITIVE 

YET! 


SUFFERED A PSYCHIC 
ISOLATION THAT NEARLY 
PLUNGED THEM INTO. 

‘SHOCK FOR DAYS. 


RY “THIS ONE UNDER- 
STANDS SUCH A 
SENSATION ONLY 
TOO WELL.” 


“YON JOURNEY [7SELF MUST NEEDS 
HAVE BEEN OVERWHELMING FOR THEM.” 


YOU MEAN, THE SKRULLS ARE REALLY GOIN’ 


THROUGH WITH IT? I THOUGHT SURE THIS: 
WAS ALL A TRICK OF SOME SORT! 


= BUT WAITS 
LOOK THERE! 


I BELIEVE DORREK SUMS 
“THE SkRULLS ARE [RS THE SITUATION SUCCINCTE 
TAKING THE KREG = 
TO EARTH'S MOON!” 


DO NOT LET THE LARGE PLANET BELOW 
MAKE YOU FEEL ANY LESS ALONE, KREE! 


THERE /S LIFE DOWN THERE 


WHY NOT, 
IRON MAN?, 


>= BUT IT 
STILL TRILLING 
ITS Cilla! 


WE HAVE GIVEN YOU AN. 
ARTIFICIAL ATMOSPHERE SO THAT 
YOU MIGHT SURVIVE HERE--WE HAVE 
GIVEN YOU 7OOLS-- IT 1S UP TO YOu 
TO FINISH THE JOB 


THE SKRULL SHIP LIFTS OFF, ANO THE KREE IMMEDIATELY THROW 
THEMSELVES INTO PLANS CAREFULLY LAID CURING THE VOYAGE. 


MILITARISTIC STYLE 
a WHICH 1S TO BECOME 
8 THEIR TRADEMARK, 
= 4 THE KREE BEGIN 
7 a 


>- MAKING FULL USE OF 
THE RUDIMENTARY 
TECHNOLOGY LEFT THEM 
BY THE SKRULLS, AND THE 
NEAR- PERPETUAL DAY- 


IN THE REGEMENTED, 


—F 


FOR ONE FULL 


YEAR, THIS 1S 


THEIR. UNBROKEN 


ROUTINE, ANO 


-~ THEN SLUMBERS: 
PITFURLY UNTIL HE 
CAN RISE AGAIN, 
TO WORK AGAIN. 


THEN, AT LAST-- 


THEY LOOK UPON THE 
FINISHED FRUITS OF 
GARGANTUAN, 
GLEAMING CITY! 


A MAMMOTH MONUMENT J 
TO THEIR MUSCLES AND 
THE SKRULUS MACHINES! © 


“HOLY CROW! THAT'S -- THAT'S THE BLUE 
CITY THE WATCHER LIVES IN NOW! 


SO THATS WHERE IT CAME FROM! TVE WONDERED | 
ABOUT EVER SINCE THE FF. FOUND IT AS A 
DECAYING RUIN YEARS AGO!” * 


BUT IT [S NOT DECAYING AT THIS. 
POINT IN TWME-- AND THE RETURNING 
SKRULLS ARE EXTREMELY 
IMPRESSED, 


AS THE KREE SIT THROUGH THEIR 
VOYAGE HOME, THEY ENVISION A LONG 
AND GLORIOUS FUTURE IN THE SKRULL | 
EMPIRE STRETCHING OUT BEFORE THEM. | 


“THAT |S MOST 
i@ CERTAINLY TRUE. 
THIS ONE FEELS: 
SOLID EMPHATIC WAVES| 
OF THEIR HOPE 
AND PRIDE. 


“BUT HALA /7SELF IS RINGED WITH OTHER 
EMOTIONS : DEPRESSION, FURY! WHY 2" 


THIS IS THE VERY QUESTION 

MORAG ASKS, WHEN NO 

KREE COMES TO GREET 
HIS PARTY, 


WHERE 
1S THE 
RECEPTION 


YOUR EFFORTS 
HAVE ALL BEEN 
FOR NAUGHT, MY 
CHIEFTAIN. 


THE OTHER SKRULLS 
ARE MORE FAVORABLY 
IMPRESSED WITH 

RL THE SUCCESSES 
ga OF THE COTATI. 


WHAT {S IT THE PLANT- LOOK, THEN, UPON THE YET SEE THE MOON AT THE 
CREATURES HAVE DONE?| | BARRENMOON LEFT TO END OF THE ALLOTTED ANNUM! 
THIS ONE SENSES THE COTATI, AS IT WAS THE 

THAT SHE MUST KNOW! DAY THEY LANDED THERE, “BY MY TROTHS ‘TIS A GARDEN. 


“THEY DO NOT MOVE, 


TO HAV 
APPARENTLY, 
1S - i 


MANTI 
APPARENTLY ~~ 


YES! THE COTATI, 
RATHER THAN HEW 
THE FACE OF THE 


KOCK, HAVE CAUSED, 


IT, INSTEAD, TO BE 
COVERED WITH 
LIMITLESS GROWTH. 


THEY HAVE USED. 
THEIR MENTAL POWERS 


PLANET'S CRUST, ALL iN 
THE PURSUIT OF BEAUTY. < 


SN 
e= 


WAPRESSIVE THAN 
THE Vicon IN OUR A CITY? 


% 


Wt 


-- A PARK COULO BE 
ADJUDGED MORE 


Nos it 
CANNOT BE! 


OF THE 
PLANT-BEINGS 
LEFT ALIVE. 


AS THOR CAN TELL YOU, IRON 
MAN, GODS ARE AS HELPLESS, 
AS ANY WHEN THE BLOOD- 

LUST SEIZES MORTALS. 


GOOD MORNING, 
DORREK! WHILE YOU 
SLEPT, WE KREE HAVE 
SOLVED THE PROBLEM 


OF HAL, 
SA REPRESENTATION 
FOR YOU! 


OH? ANDO 
HOW DID YOU 
ACCOMPLISH 


THAT? 


YOU-- DIO WHAT? 


FOOLS! DIO YOU 

LY BELIEVE THIS WOULD. 
GAIN YOU OUR FAVOR? 

SKRULLS MAY DEAL 

WITH BARBARIANS, BUT 

WE DO NOT CONDONE 
BARBARISM! 


CIRCLE OF 
FAVORED 
WORLDS! 


YOU ARE THE Foot, 
SKRULL -> FOR 
AFTER A YEAR OF 
YOUR TECHNOLOGY, 

WE DO NOT 
PROPOSE TO 
RETURN TO 
OUR FORMER 
IGNORANCE! ye 


A 


Z) 
IF THAT IS 
YOUR 
DECISIOI 
5 
& 


WOULD ASK You 
ONE QUESTION : 


IF WE HAD. 
M TRAVERSED 


DEMONSTRATE 
ANY MORE 
SANITY? 


“BUT WHY OON'T THE 
SKRULLS DO ANY. | 
THING? WHY DON'T 

THEY FIGHT BACK?” |\ 


“DO YOU NOT REMEMBER, 
ARCHER? THE SKRULLS 
ARE NOT NOW WARRIORS.” 


“TO THIS ONE'S MIND, 
HAWKEYE, PACIFISM, 
DOES NOT PRECLUDE 
SELF-DEFENSE. 


“SHE GRIEVES THAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED A TREMENDOUS 
THE SKRULLS BE- TRIUUPH TODAY, MY PEOPLE! WE 
LIEVED OTHERWISE.” HAVE OVERCOME THE MOST IMPORTANT 
PREY EVER KNOWN TO US -- 


--AND NOW, WE 
STAND AS 

UNDISPUTED MASTERS. 

OF OUR HOME WORLD, 

WITH ALL THE SECRETS. 

OF THE SKRULL SHIP 
oO 


WE MUST BEGIN AGAIN, 

AS WE DID ON THE MOON, 

TO MASTER WHAT IS . 
NOW OURS -- 


-SO THAT SOMEDAY 
7 WE CAN DESTROY ALL 
THE KRAVEN SKRULLS, 


AND REIGN AS 
THE SKRULLS WEVER KNEW WHAT HAD HAPPENED To THEIR 

UNIS PUTED MASTERS SHIP, UINTIC THE DAY, DECADES LATER, A KREE ARMADA 
ATTACKED THEIR WORLD WITHOUT WARMING. ee 


DAY, THEY BECAME 
AS BLOOO-THIRSTY 
AS THEIR ENEMIES -- 
ANO THUS BEGAN 
THE ETERNAL KREE- 
SKRULL WARS 


B\ 
THAT 1S FASCINATING, STAFF -- D 


— BUT WHAT HAS ITTO DO IT HAS EVERYTHING TO DO WITH 
WITH THIS ONES PAST YOU, MANTIS. CURB YOUR IMPATIENCE. 
AND FUTURE? 


A CELESTIAL 
MADONNA 
OVERNIGHT. 


PREPARE 
YOURSELVES! 


Scar ECTION, ROUND THINGS OUT. EE 

THE SCARLET WITCH LIAN ic 

VERSUS DEATH, RESURRECTION THE HISTORY OF Ce Pues 

MOONORAGON AND DE, If 
THE HUMAN TORCH! PART IL! stories ? 


PROVED, 


comics 
cope 


» Eos 


EARTH'S MIGHTIEST HEROES! 
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And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves] 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super) 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


St THE MIGHTY AVENGERS! 


TOM ORZECHOWSKI/ FP. RACHELSON | LEN WEIN 


PRESENTS: 
STEVE ENGLEHART / SAL BUSCEMA | JOE STATON 
Author LaYOUrS Embellishment/ = Coligraphy Color Eotior 


45 TIMES BIND! 


> PREPARE YOURSELVES, 
AVENGERS! OUR JOURNEY 
THROUGH TIME AND SPACE 
NEARS ANOTHER POINT E 
OF IMPORTANCE! 4 
I STILL CAN'T 
= GET USED TO THIS, 
THOR: TRAVELING 
ACROSS MILLENIA 
UNOER. TI 
STEWARDSHIP OF 
NOTHING MORE 
TALEING STIEK! 


HE WHO 
DISPATCHED 


YEAH, PIPE 
DOWN, SHELLHEAD! 
I GOT SNAPPED 
AT WHEN TZ TALREO 
OUTTA TURN, ANO 

I LEARNED MY 
tes ON a. MORE 
OR LESS 


WE MAY JUST 
BE INNOCENT 
ON-LOOKERS, 
AFTER ALL) 
BUT THIS /S-- 


LAST 


Ave, HAWKEYE-- YET, THUS FAR, WE 


HAVE SEEN LITTLE, 
IF ANYTHING, 
RELATING TO THE 
WOMAN WE. 
AVENGERS HAVE 
SWORN To AID! 


ST OO AOMIT TO CONFUSION-- MAYHAP DUE 
TO THE RAPIDITY WITH WHICH EVENTS HAVE 
RUSHED UPON US. FIRST, WE WERE 


TRANS - 
PORTED TO eae REALM OF LIMBO TO 


OFFER, AS TH 
RIDDLES § WHICH HAD PLAGUED US FOR MONTHS: 


a VY 


a2. 7H33.-L. [AS 


‘AS THE SELF- 
PROCLAIMED 
MASTER OF 
TIME, IT WAS 


‘.-TO DISPATCH THE 
VISION INTO HIS PAST AS 


+ AND DON'T WORRY, 

SYN THOPHILE-- JUST LIKE 

WIDE WORLD OF SPORTS, 

WELL COVER THAT ONE, 
TO. EN. 


MS sur AS HE DID SENO US UPON THIS 
VOYAGE OF YEARS AND LIGHT-YEARS. 


‘SINCE THAT MOMENT, WE HAVE 
INVISIBLY OBSERVED THE EARLIEST 
DAYS OF TWO ALIEN RACES-- THE 
HUMANOID KREE AND THE SENTIENT 
PLANTS WITH WHICH THEY DIDSHARE 
THEIR PLANET, THE COTATI. 


“THEY WERE PRIMITIVE PEOPLES, 
‘TIL THE SCIENTIFICALLY - 


“THE CONTES: 
ONE-- BUT 
FACED, AT 


ns TEND, WITH one 
POSSIBILITY OF DEFEAT- 


ae wee AN eee 
© THE Ki 


TO DETERMINE. 
WHICH RACE 
SuOULe 


*--THEY DESTROYED 


THEIR RIVALS -- 


THEN, THEY DID appropriate ANC THIS: 
THE SKRULLS' SPACECRAFT DOTH 
ANO BEGIN To MASTER THE 4 EXPLAIN HOW 
MANTIS 
CAME TO BE?) 


TECHNOLOGY WITHIN -- 


Cy 
gry 
x HOLD ONTO 


Ee 
WE'RE WARPIA") 
IN AGAIN-- 


*-- RIGHT ON TOP ©’ WHAT THE KREE. 
KREE-ATED WITH THEIR TINKER TOYS?” 


RIGHT YOU ARE, 

ARCHER. THIS 
ARMAMENT, 
COUPLED 
WITH THEIRS, 


= WHICH SET THE PRE-EXISTING 
SKRUCLIAN FEDERATION AT THEIR 
THROATS FROMM THAT DAY TO THISS. 


ACROSS A THOUSAND THOUSAND WORLDS THEY'VE 
BATTLED, WITH NEVER A CLEAR-CUT VICTOR-- 


-- AND, CONVERSELY, WITHOUT A CLEAR-CUT 
LOSER, SO THAT EACH SIOE HAS PROSPERED fie 


AND, IF ANYTHING, GROWN STRONGER. 


--FROM WHICH THEY LOOK DOWN UPON ANY WHO 

OPPOSE THEM WITH LORDLY CONTEMPT. THIS 

INCLUDES ANY OF THEIR OWN KIND WHO DARE TO 

DECRY THE ALL-PERVASIVE POWER-HUNGER 
THAT ORIVES THEM. 


“REMEMBER? THE STAR-STALKER TOLD US 
ABOUT THEM?” * 


LA “THIS ONE IS NOT 
k LIRELY TO FORGET, IRON MAN.” 


--ANO THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THEIR MINDS. DECADES PASS, 
HERE IN THE SLUMS OF THE. 


KREE CAPITAL CITY-- 


R 
MEDITATIONS, 
ARE SHATTERED 

BY AN 


INSISTENT, 
TELEPATHIC. 
CONTACT! 


we 


RQ DO NOT LEAP AHEAD 
OF ME, PLEASE. 
1 


ARE WARY O} 
IMPERIAL TRICK -— 


-- BUT THEY SIMPLY CANNOT 
IGNORE THE STRANGE CALL. 


STRUCTURE, 
AND FIND -- 


OUR_ANCESTORS WERE ANNIH|- 

LATEO BY YOURS... YET THAT DID 

NOT TERMINATE THE COTATI. 3 
eee n 


i R R 
PLANT LIFE DIFFERS aN \ 
ROM . 


GREATLY FI 
ANIMAL LIFE... 


é 
1, ANO THOUGH MY PEOPLE DIED, 
THEY DROPPED, IN DYING, THEIR 
SEED PODS... IAA] 
t “., WHICH SOOM 
TOOK ROOT AND BURST 
FORTH IN AN ENTIRELY 
NEW GENERATION! 


OS® 


+ TO PROPEL THEMSELVES TOWARD 

MORE COMPLETE SON SEMEN, 

pg a 
THE MURDERERS. 


OUR EXPERIENCE WITH THEM 

INDICATED THAT EMPHASIS ON 

MOVEMENT RATHER THAN THE 

BEEF iteReST oon 
IN a 

HAVE ALLOWED EVOLUTION, OVER 


FOR ALL TIME. 


BUT WE ALWAYS KNEW THAT 


% 
FROM THEIR FELLOWS! FRENETIC 
MILITARISM. “ 
1 P 


F AN 
NAL. VANCES 


THE COTAT/ NEED THE CARE 
THEY CANNOT PROVIDE FOR, 


IT WILL PROVE 
A MOST 

REMARKABLE 

ASSOCIATION. 


MEANWHILE, IN A SEPARATE 
QUADRANT OF THE CONTINUUAL-- 
AS PROMISED -- 


NOW YOU SHALL SEE 
NEXT MAJOR 


ODYSSEY OF YOUR. 
ANDROID BODY --IN 
THE YEAR 1949. 


1949. JE I CORRECTLY 
RECALL THE HISTORY OF 
THE FIRST HEROIC AGE FROM 
OUR INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS| 
AT AVENGERS MANS/ON-~ 


=-DISCUSSIONS TO WHICH I 
PAID LESS ATTENTION THAN 
I MIGHT HAVE, IM AFRAID -- 


=: THE TORCH HAD GAINED A 
YOUTHFUL PARTNER, NAMED 
TORO. 


DROVE THE UNDERWORLD TO 
IGTHS IN THEIR EFFORTS TO 


{ oF course, THIS 
BS. Wo 
DESTROY THEM -- EFFORTS WHICH ALWAYS 


NOT ONLY WILL I 

DOUSE YOUR FREAKIN’ 
FLAME, BUT IT'LL 

PARALYZE YOU, TOO! 


SPECIAL DELIVERY 
FROM THE U.S.S.R.f 


FAILEO, UNTIL... 


HAVE A TASTE OF SOLUTION X-R, 
HOT SHOTS! 


rr 


THEY LEFT TORO BEHIND, WHILE 


THEY FLEW THE TORCH TO THE 
NEVADA DESERTANO BURIED 
HIM ALIVE! 


HE 2aY THERE, CONSCIOUS BUT 
HECPLESS, UNTIL DECEMBER, 
1953 (ANOTHER REASON FOR 
YOUR CLAUSTROPHOBIC 
PANICS, I WOULD IMAGINE). 


«, UNTIL THE AIRCRAFT DROPPED 
ITS HEINOUS CARGO AND. 
COMPLETELY OBLITERATED 
THE STILLNESS... 


wx WITH THE AWFUL ROAR 
OF THE ATOMIC BOMB! 


YOU SEE, THE TORCH HAD uw- 
KNOWINGLY BEEN LAID TO REST 
IN THE AMERICAN TESTING 
GROUNDS. 


THE BLAST 
FREEO HIM, 
ANO THE 
RADIATION 
CURED HIS 
FLAME.* 


Al 
HIM THE ACCEPTANCE I'VE 


LOOK AT THEM CHEERING HIM. 

HE WAS AS MUCH AN ANDROID 

AS I, YET HIS HUMAN APPEAR- 
INCE AND MANNER GAINED 


NEVER KNOWN. 


STILL, HE ENJOYED THAT, 
ADULATION ONLY TWO MORE 


BYE TQ TORO (WHOM HE HAD. 
FOUND) FOR THE CAST TIME. * 


BUT WHAT IS 
THIS “PERSONAL 
MESS," 


(T'S BETTER THIS WAY. 
I'LU JUST DISAPPEAR, 
SO TORO WILL NEVER 
KNOW FOR SURE 


ne THAT I'M 
DYING? 


THAT RADIATION 1 AB- 
SORBED IS CAUSING MY 
METABOLISM 


BACK TO THE 
DESERT, 
WHERE I'LL 


BE ALONE 
WHEN I-~ 


MEANWHILE... 
ONWARD AND ONWARO WE 


BECOMES MORE CONFUSED? 

FOR THE FIRST TIME, SHE FEELS 

EMPATHY TO BE MORE A CURSE 
THAN A BLESSING’, 


SO MANY 
SENSATIONS ASSAIL 
HER AS WE PASS. 


--BUT IT'S 
BETTER'N 
FLIPPIN’ OUTS 


PERHAPS YOU ARE CORRECT, 
HAWKEYE. ONLY--THERE IS SUCH 
OVERWHELMING MATREO IN THE 
KREE EMPIRE!” 

A CENTURY 
HAS GONE, ANO NOW THE PACI- 
FISTS HAVE DEVELOPED THEIR 
SENTIMENT INTO PHILOSOPHY-- 


=-A PHILOSOPHY 
DESPISED ANDO 
RIDICULED BY 


~-AS THEY. 
DISCOVER 
NIGHTS 


STILL, EVEN WITHOUT THAT BIT OF 
EVIDENCE, THE MILITARY REQUIRES 
LITTLE EXCUSE TO THREATEN 
THEIR WELL-BEING -- 


THEY ARE PRIESTS NOW--STILL 
OBLIGED TO ABIDE IN THE 
POORER QUARTER OF THE CITY, 
BUT WITH A TEMPLE RATHER THAN 
A TENEMENT TO SURROUND THEM, 


THEIR NEW BUILDING 
WAS DESIGNED WITH THE 
UTMOST PRECISIO, 


DEFEND YOURSELVES, 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS! 


THESE ARE NO 
CITIZENS! I 


RECOGNIZE 
THEIR LEADERS 


HE'S A CAPTAIN IN THE SECURITY 
SQUADRON-- WITHOUT HIS UNIFORM! BR 


( 


ee WITHOUT 
10}, PROVOCATION! 


--THE SUM ANO. 

SUBSTANCE OF 

THE AAIGHTIEST 
MINDS IN 


KREE HISTORY, 
JAND RULER OF 
THE EMPIRE -- 


[eur THOUGH THEY SURVIVE THAT BAT7ZE, THEY YOU KNOW, FAREWELL, FRIENDS. AT LEAST, 

LOSE THE WAR. ONE MAN'S DEFENSE IS ANOTHER 
MAN'S ATTACK, ANO THE SUPREME INTELLIGENCE--| 
faa 


THE MILITARY REMAINS |GNORANT| 
OF YouR EXISTANCE, AND THE 
IRRIGATION SYSTEM WE DEVISED! 
WILL MAINTAIN YOUR LIVES.., 


an: 


Ne 


BUT EVEN 


THE TELEPATHIC 
VOICE RESOUNDS 
IN EACH PRIEST'S 
SENSITIVE MIND 
AS THEY ARE 
TAKEN FROM THE 
HOMEWORLD,,, 


HEY KNO' OO WELL, THE 
CRUELTY AND POWER OF THEIR 
mp OPPRESSERS. 


NOW, YOU SPINELESS SCUM, 
YOU'LL HAVE YOUR CHANCE 
TO SURVIVE, JUST AS OUR 
ANCESTORS DID, ON 
EARTHS MOON! 


EMPIRE, YON-BURR! 
THE SCUM EMPIRE! 
HA HAS 


YOU HAVE AIDED US FOR THE MANY, 
(ALL WE FIND A WAY TO AID YOUNOWS 
"} n' 


1 THOUGH THEY MAY BE PARDONED A CERTAIN 

SINKING SENSE OF DISBELIEF, WHICH ONLY 

GROWS AS THEY FILE ONTO THEIR DARK, 
BARREN PRISON PLANET, 


THE SOLDIERS' JEERS Y 

SEEM TO LINGER, EVEN 

AFTER THEY VANISH 
INTO THE VOIO, 


AYE, STAFF! WE| |"-THE “THIS ONE FEELS IT! HE THAT IS EXACTLY THE WAY OF IT, 
HAVE HEARD A STAR- MANTIS. THE MONSTER, HIMSELF, 
VERSION OF THIS | |STAcKERS%* CANNOT SAY WHY HE KNOWS 
‘TALE BEFORE-- (2) IED! 


WHERE TO FINDA LIKELY PLANET 
ON WHICH TO SPIN HIS /ONIE 
Cocoon. 


IN HiG ARROGANCE, 
IT WOULDN'T MATTER: 
TO HIM IF HE COULD, 


“HE CAME 
AT THE 
Ccorari’s 
CALL/” 
*OKAY, FANS, DIG OUT THAT 


“PSST! HEY, SHELLHEAD-- WHEN 
Y OF HZ4! --LEN, DIO YOu GUYS HEAR ABOUT THIS?” 


NOW IN HIS STATE OF PURE /ONIC : “THIS 1S 
COMBUSTION, THE CREATURE 
GOES ON A RAMPAG! 


PAGE, 
eae PSyeRvTH ING 


LET THEIR 
FERTILIZER 
FERMENT.” 


AH, BUT THIS 
MENACE FORCES 
THE PRIESTS TO 


--A MEANS THAT THE COTATI ARE CONFIDENT THEY 
ARE CLEVER ENOUGH TOSEE -- AND ‘T 


THAT THEYANO | |STRIKE THE GROUND 
THEY ALONE WILL HAVE FOR THE FUTURE. 


Se ae / 
THE PRIESTS KNOW THEIR. FISSURE -- 
PRISON LACKS VEGETATION, 

RNER ALS SUE ANO 


WHEN ALL OF THEM 


--ANO THEY CAN SUMMON UP. 
ONLY ONE OF THOSE THINGS! 


THE STAR-STALKER_MUST FLEE THEY WERE PREPARED TO DO SO, 

E. IF THE NEED AKOSE-- YET, AS MEN AAAY 
YOUR ADVENTURES WITH /MMOR- WORSHIP 
TUS ASD RAMA-TUT SHOULD HAVE GODS-- BUT 


“WELL, THAT'S SWELL, TAUGHT YOU THEY iEae 


FOR HIS VERY CIFE. 


STICK-- BUT WHY. F --ITIS 
DIDN'T THE PLANTS \ ges. BETTER FOR MEN To FIND 
JUST TELL THEIR F WAY. NO MAN 
BUDDIES WHAT TO DO?” 
SELF A PUPPET, EVEN 
IN THE HANDS OF 
FRIENDS. 


THEN, FROM WITHIN STEPS THE PRIESTESS OF 
UTAN CALLED... MOONORAGON. * 


ALARMS 
MENTALLY 
DURING MY 

PREVIOUS 

VISIT=-- 4% 


I 1A FAMILIAR SPACE- 
== CRAFT 1S THUNDERING 

Lo TO A PERFECT LANDING 

— ON THE ROOF OF EARTH'S 

| AVENGERS MANSION, 

I WY -- IT WAS NOT VISIBLE AS I SWIETLY, SHE STRIDES TO THE 
NY ‘i Wi APPROACHED FROM SPACE! ELEVATOR AND WKLS IT TO 
WA 7 CARRY HER INTO THE DEPTHS 

\ OF THE DWELLIVG. WITHOUT A 


BUTTON BEING PUSHED, IT DOES. 


WHY -- MS. 
| MOONORAGON! 


IT PLEASES. 
ME TO 

GREET You 
AGAIN, 


THAT STAR-- 
BURNING SO 
BRIGHTLY DIRECTLY 
ABOVE THIS 


1 HAVE COME IN RESPONSE TO 
THE AVENGERS! RADIO SUMMONS 
OF MAR-VELL, THOUGH T_HAVE 
YET TO UNDERSTAND THE MOTI- 
VATION WHICH LED ME TO ogee 


MAY T SPEAK 
WITH THEM, 
PLEASE? 


THEY ARE 

NOT HERE, 
MOONDRAGON, 
THEY FLEW TO 

WET NAM 


TELLING TALES 
OUT OF SCHOOL, 
JARVIS? 


BSUTLERS HAVE BEEN 
FIREO-- AND WORSE- 
FOR MUCH LESS! 


OF COURSE... LOOKING FOR} 


UT, 
THE ASSEMBLERS ANYWHERE ON 


EARTH RIGHT NOW KS 4 
FRUITLESS ENDEAVOR. 


I DON'T LIKE IT, THERE HAVE 
BEEN TOO MANY UNEXPLAINED 
OCCURANCES INVOLVING THE 
AVENGERS OF LATE, 

_7T wish... 


MASTER HAWKEYE 
HAS BEEN QUITE 
INTENT UPON FINDING 
THE KREE CAPTAIN. 


I WISH MS. WANDA WOULD 
CONSENT TO LEAVE MISS. 
HARKNESS' ROOM, SO SHE 

COULD HELP, 


OF YOUR INDISCRETIONS! 
Pee | 
BUT YOU ARE WRONG! ANEW 


SILENCE! YOU THINK THAT BE- 
CAUSE IAM ENGAGED IN THE 
MOST SERIOUS STUDY OF MY 

WASTED LIFE, I AM UNAWARE 


WORLD HAS OPENED FOR ME, 
AND I AMAWARE OF MUCH 
MORE THAN YOUR CLOISTERED 


1 O10 NOT 
INTEND ~ 


INTELLECT COULD HOPE TO 
KNOWS 


HER VOICE -- HER VERY MANNER! 
THIS IS NOT THE SCARLET WITCH 
I _CAME TO KNOW DURING THE 


THAN WARS 
Keene 


CHANGEO HER - 


fE YOU ARE 
AWA 


J HAVE BUT ONE FRIEND: SHE HER BEHAVIOR 
MUST BE 
INVESTIGATED! 


WHO STANDS BY MY SIDE... 
.. AND I SHALL 


WILL GARNER 
AN ANSWER! 


BUT THOUGH NO HUMAN EYE =-AND _| WITCHCRAFT HAS 
CAN DETECT THE MENTAL STRIKES | ALWAYS BEEN A 
Ne ENERGY LACING FROM BACK! | PAGAN ART, DERIVING 
MOONDRAGON'S ITS, POWER FROM 

INNER MIND -- NATURE, ALIEN! 


=:ANO ALL OTHER YOU NEED SAY NO MORE, MY 

THINGS ORGANIC! SCARLET WITCH. YOUR SKILL 

PROCLAIMS MUCK MORE 
“OUDLY ~~ 


Ke 
aad 


THE MAD THINKERS. DARES CALL ME MAD-- 


WE NOW ENTER THE a BUT, IN THE MIDDLE 
YEAR (9% THE ONE I SEEK WOULD)..THE LENGTHS OF | OF THE DESERT-- 


HAVE KNOWN HE WAS US SURPRISE, 
DYING. I CAN CALCULATEANGER, SADNESS, --I, ALONE, 
AT WHAT POINT HE HAVE FOUND THE 
WOULD KNOW IT... PLANNING, AND HUMAN TORCH? 


WHILE, BACK AT THE TORCH... YES) SUT. HEN A SAVIOR CAME FROM THE PONDEROUS WORLD 


LEAVETAKING.., 


1 AM.., THE HUMAN 


FOR HIM DIO I CONSTRUCT THIS LONG MONTHS @ 
D, BUT TORCH... CREATEO BY 
HORTON... 


UNDERGROUND £ ABORATORY-- | |PASSED, 
FOR HIM WILL I DISCOVER THE FINALLY... 
SECRET OF ANDROID __g 


--BECAUSE I 
AM THE MASTER 
OF ANDROIDS -- 


BEYOND THAT, 
T REMEMBER 
NOTHING! 


EXACTLY-- FOR YOU 


kd 
NOW SERVE ONLY MES 


--AND HE 
WAS THE VER! 
FIRST ONE! 


NAMAZING! THE TORCH SEEMS (WOT REALLY, SINCE I KNOW THE FF 
AVE A PENCHANT FOR WILL ARRIVE IN TIME TO BREAK IT UP. 


TO He 
| FALLING IN THRALL.., 
— VISION. ACTUALLY, WHAT‘S HAPPENING 
1S THAT IM COMING TO REALIZE... 


{LS 
| OF BEU 
ANDROID.” 


a 


DOESN'T THE TORCH'S Y 


SUBSEQUENT BATTLE 
WITH JOHNNY STORM 
EXCITE YOU? 1OM- FANS.--L., 


g 


,, WHAT I WAS BEFORE MY CURRENT IDENTITY 
WAS CREATED-- SOMETHING FEW HUMANS 
HAVE LAID CLAIM TO BOING. ET THE 
THINKER 
ESCAPE--! 


Li 


"- KNOWING Ff 


TO BUILD HIS PEAR 


MET THE FE MOURN! THEY ARE ALL VERY 
SERIOUS --AND SINCERE-- ABOUT WHAT 
HAS HAPPENED HERE TODAY-- 


BUT NOT ONE OF THEM 
PULY UNDERSTANDS. 
17, AS I NOW DO,” 


HEY, REED-- z) | 
ARE WE JUST 
GONNA LEAVE SHOULON'T HE 
‘IM HERE? GET A BURIAL 
OR SOMETHIN, 
LIKE A 
BONA-FID-EE 
HERO? 


HE Ws 

£AB, SO THIS ISA 

MORE FITTING FINAL 
RESTING PLACE, 


MEN MAY CALL HIM AN ANDROID -- BUT, 
HE PROVED TO BE AS HUMAN AS ANY--/ 


IN FACT, THERE WERE} 
MEMORIAL SERVICES. 
HELO-- AT WHICH THE: 
THINKER ACCOSTEDA 
GROWN-UP TORO --* 


—— 
=-BUT MR. FANTASTIC'5| 
SEEMINGLY LOGICA: 
DEDUCTION HERE-- 


AND THE UNTOLD STORY 
OF HOW HE TRANSFORM- 
“ ED ONE ANDROID TO 
ANOTHER WILL BE ALL 
*SEE SUBBY #14 --L. ‘ YOURS NEXT ISH... 


«WHILE THE REMAINDER OF THIS 
ISH RETURNS TO A FAR OLOER TALE, 


NOW THE PRIESTS POSSESS THE 
KNOWLEOGE OF THE STAR- 


STALKER'S PRESENCE IN THE 
QUADRANT-- AND HIS WEAKNESS. 
BEING MEN AND WOMEN OF LIFE, 

RATHER THAN WAR... 


THEY BEG AN AUDIENCE WITH 
THEIR OPPRESSOR, TO TELL HIM: 
WHAT THEY KNOW. 


\ 


NO MORE THAN I'VE HEARD OF 
THIS CREATURE /TSELF, AND M' 
KNOWLEDGE |S NOT 
INCONSIOERABLE! JI] 


PRISON PLANET AND BRING YOU 
BACK! REQUEST DENIED! 
YOU'LL NEVER. SET FOOT ON 


WE MADE NO REQUEST OF You, 
GREAT ONE -- OTHER THAN THE 
IMPLICIT REQUEST THAT YOU 
ACT TO SAVE YOUR PEOPLE. 


YOU CONVINCE ME. 
T GRANT YOUR PLEA 
«. WITH ONE DEVIATION! 4 


YET WE HAVE A REQUEST OF NY 
YOU NOW. WE ASK THAT WE 

MAY BE ALLOWED TO OFFER 
PROTECTION TO THE INHABITED 
WORLDS OF THE GALAXY IN YOUR 


WE WOULD FLY IN 
GROUPS OF TWO TO EVERY 
INHABITED SPHERE, TO 
REMAIN LIKE YOUR SENTRIES 
UNTIL NEEDED. 


WE WOULD NEVER- 
MORE BOTHER YOU ON 
HALA-- AND THE COST 
OF OUR KEEPING 
WOULD BE TERMINATED, 


UST IN CASE YOUR 
NSTAR- STALKER" DOES, 


FOUR OF YOU WILL 
REMAIN HERE WITH ME, 
BY SOME ODD CHANCE, 

EXIST. 


vi .| 
THANK YOU, O i 
UPREME INTELLIGENC! 


t > 
) Ce ARE FREES 
ALL OF US-- AT 


LAST--FREE!! 


YES, WORKING TOGETHER, THE 
PRIESTS AND THE COTATI HAVE 
SLIPPED AWAY LIKE SAND. 


AH, BUT WHY IS THAT SO 


HOLD A MOMENT, STAFF! THIS 
MUCH ALSO WE HAVE HEARD REMARKABLE? NO ONE, 
FROM THE CREATURE'S: ANYWHERE, HAS EVER 
CRIMSON MAW-- HEARD TALK OF THE 

— COTATI, SINCE THE 


+-SAVE FOR ANY TALK KREE YEAR ZERO! 
OF YON PLANT-BEINGS! 


RIGHT! 
THE STALKER 
ONLY 
MENTIONED 
THE PRIESTS! 


EACH PAIR THAT LEAVES FOR ANOTHER WORLD IS 
THE SOLE KEY TO CONTINUED EXISTENCE FOR 
THE GROUP OF COTATI ACCOMPANYING THEM. 


~~ AND _ONLY THE PRIESTS CAN_ MOVE. 
ONLY THEY CAN DEAL WITH A CHAOTIC 
UNIVERSE WITH FULL EFFECTIVENESS. 


THE 
COTATI CAN 
TELEPATH 


+, THOUGH ONLY 
PLANTS CAN FULLY 
UNDERSTAND IT. 


, HEREIRSES ZS BSE 
NEYMOO! ' 
Neto or ese ZEROIN" IN ON OL’ 
TWO RACES . MA EARTH!” 


THE PRIESTS DO NOT 
TELL OTHER MOVING 
CREATURES 
OF THE COTATI-~ 


A / JUST AS THE covaT!| || TERRAIN, U'D 
IMAGINE. ” 


“SEARCHING FOR 
GOOD TROPICAL 


NEVER COMMUNICATE 
WITH OTHER PLANTS. aan 


=> WHICH THEY 


IMAGINE, TERESS: A 
LAND OF MEN AND PLANTS 
LIVING IN SIMPLE HARMONY! 


I PROPOSE 

THAT THIS 
SURROUND OUR 
NEW TEMPLE? 


T CANNOT. 
HELP BUT 


Y'KNOW, 
SPOOK'! 


THAT, GIVES ME AVERY 
uy 

IF THOSE KUNG FU PACIFIST- 
TYPES WERE IN ASIA 
THAT LONG AGO,,. 


», COULD THEY HAVE 
BEEN THE GUYS WHO 
KICKED THAT WEIRO 


THAT IS | 
IRRELEVANT 

TO MANTIS! 
ORIGIN. 


(OUGHT, PEOPLE. 


CENE OFF ON 
EARTH? 


BUT FIRST, WE MUST INTRODUCE 
A OUR FRIENDS TO THIS WORLD. 


THERE: |T 15 DONE? OUR 
ETERNAL GARDEN -- ANO THE 
HOME OF OUR FELLOW PILGRIMS! 


THEY WILL BE 
HAPPY HERE-- 


ALL THE 
LITTLE ONES, 
ED 
NEAR THEIR 
ELDER. 


WITH NO TRANSITION TIME AT ALL! 
: BY MY TROTH! THIS BE THE 
GARDEN /TSELF/ WE BE RETURNED! 


NS / 


y Uy X 
zZ a 
ONE INSTANT & 
THEY RE SS 
SOMEWHERE 
OUTSIDE 
If THE PAST. 


Aca 
¥ b>) : tis 


<W IT 1S Viera, THE 


ONE WHO CLAIMS. 
To BE MY FATHER-- 


0 
a 
~AND AN APPARITION 
iS ONE PRAYED 
WAS BUT A DREAM! 


OF THE 
CELESTIAL 


TH 
(Zc MADONNA! 
AND YOU'LL SEE ITALL, HOW THE = 
AUN Yee hue migan forcy | |, Amenace | | mnp-Bocecne 
GIANT-SIZE AVENGERS #41 THE VISION! SURPRISES 


A 
avencers MARVEL COMICS GROUP. 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


SUL THE MIGHTY AVENGERS!. 


RT) GEORGE TUSKA / F. CHVARAMONTETOHN cosTANZA, leffering LEM WEIN 
STHNE SOREN | CECE OM VEE 1” G.ROUSEOE eatring Lube 


OUR STORY THUS FAR: THE 
VISION HAS INVISIBLY OBSERVED 
THE ENTIRE LIFE OF 7H 


le 
ORIGINAL PIGTVAN TORCH, 
TO (7S UNTIMELY ENO IN THE ENTERED THE ff 
ABANZONED LABORATORY OF SCENARIO! F 
THE NAD THINKER-— 


DEGPITE WHAT (7 SAYS BELOW, ITS (G67 
DB) ONCE MORE-- AND THIS 1S THE CONCLUSION OF-- 


HEIS HERE-- JUST AS AND FEGAUSE HE DID, THE 
THE MAD THINKER SAID AWENGERS SHALL ALL D-- 
HE WOULD BE! THE 4 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

HELD LAST YEAR 

WERE FOR PUBLIC 

CONSUIVPTION ONLY! 


KEPT HG RESPECTFUL. 
GESTURE A SECRET-- 


% 


ga 


y Sy 
(iy lie/ xs 
“amy Ws y a 
Nes No F 
~~ J Bey F/4.--LEN, 
PLEASE, LET TAG? \A We Vv = 
se meeee~ gy = 
SOLITUDE? yn 

SOMEONE -=, 


oe \/ 


MY CIRCUITS SENSE PUWER SUCH AS TL "T HAVE BEEN ALIVE FOR THREE (NONTHS, 

WEVER KNOWN! YOU CAN SAVE Mi YES, JUST NINETY BAYS AGO, IN THE HOUSE 
GIVE ME ACHAN FORIN TO MATCH MAY OF HENRY PYM, THEN CALLED GOLIATH». 
CONSCIQUSNESS! 


FHEW! ORAGON 

MAN AND T REALLY 

TORE UP THS LAB |§SKRAWWKE, 
THE OTHER DAY! DADA. 

T HOPE We DON'T 


WH--? 17'S, 

: SUI 

--ANO GCTRON-§ 1S THE i _—< 

ONLY LIVING ROBOT THERE BUT I HAVEN 
Wil EVER BE! EVEN 7a@ve 


1SKRAWWKIS HOL. 

STi, DAD... DON'T You 

KNOW I WANT To PLAY 
WITH YOU? 


"EVIDENTLY, THE EMINENT --BUT L DIDN'T GET SO. 
PAD, INSTA BIG JUST TO LOOK OVER 
ROVES AT THE GALL 
PARK! MY MUSCLES ARE 
FOR MY 'FATHER’ AS I SWIFTLY GIANT-SIZED, ToO-- 

GREW FROM (MEANEY TO 7 


—- 60 THIS OUGHT 

TO TAKE SOME OF 

THE WIND OUT OF 
YOUR CIRCUITS! 


NOW RISE, HENRY PYM! YOU CAN 
DO NOTHING ELSE IN THE |, 
7 AYPNO- BEAM: 


GAINED ENOUGH WISE 
A SEVTER, SUBPILEf2 FATE 
FOR YOU = - 


SO YOU SHALL FORGET THIS 
INCIDENT-- ANP ABANDON THIS. 
DWELLING FOREVER! 


I SHALL RETURN -- 

AN? FYVIG HE THE 

TASK WHICH YOCL, 
YC 4 MERE HUMAN, 


BUT Z SHALL ‘ COULD MERELY 
RETURN bey SEEN: 
PRYING \ fi. é 


: 


THEN, AY SOJOURN HERE 
(8 ENDED--FOR A TIME! 


= 
i \\ Ss Ls, 
CEDING COURTESY AVENGERS "B.-L, 


i 


"ONE WEEK LATER, I KEPT MY 


| IN SOMBRE SOL/TU¢ 
Bieiads CABS OE | 
TO \ 
PRRAPHERNALIA-- 


“UNTIL, SCARCELY 
SIX LAYS AGC, 
EVERY MACHINE LAY IN 
WHINESS BEFORE 
MEIN A MAD, 
OF TRANSFORMATION, 
MEAT AN 


°-S0 THAT I MIGHT 1@ 
REBUILD MYSELF! | | 


I'M STILL KIND OF 
WOOZY’ FROM FIGHT- 
SUPER - 


eZ FORIND HIM IN HIS SUBTERRANEAN LAI! 


[THe FRET STEP IN MY MURDER PLAN WAS THE 
ACQUISITION OF AN ANDPRU/P-- AND THERE 
WAS ONLY ONE ACKNOWLEDGED MASTER OF 
SUCH CREATIONS ~- 


THINKER, IF YOU VALUE 
YOUR LIFE -- GIVE 


pea oe - Tf an By ME AN AVORYD! 
DU /GENTLY, RELENTLESSLY, I SEARCHED THE CITY FROM ITS Xi fis I Z 
SLAMS 70 17S SRVSCRAPERS--ANO THEN, LAST NIGHT lef < U 
WONEENSE! I HAVE WEED OF WN PACT, THE MORE PUN TIVE 
ALL My ANDROIDS IN MY CURRENT THE BETTER! I WiSH TO 
SCHEME TO DESTROY THE AAWV/- REBUILD AS (WLC, OF (T 
We Z AS POSSIBLE! 


FASTIC FOU 


WOULD YOu ACCEPT 


Y CENSES I'VE BEEN 
USING ON A 


RELUCTANT GUEST eth > 
¢ STRAIGH TEOR: 
dat WARD, THINKER, 
Z LIKE THAT. 


“HE GAVE ME THE ODDEST COOK, AND HERE I AM. 


THEN -- AS IF HE HAD JUST COME (7S STRANGE 

DOWN FROM HIS CLOUD AND REAL- THinnon beer 

(280 FOR THE FURST FHME WHAT I MENTION ABANDON- 
i OL, 


ee 


--AND Z WANT. 
TO HAVE A SON! 


THERE ANUST Zz -- SO THAT I TL GAME FOR--WAIT! wy | [--AND YOU WOULD FIND THAT BEING. 
BE SOMEONE & MAY HAVE A \AWLAL RECEPTORS SENTIENT ONLY ALLOWS YOU TO BE 
DETECT A SOUND --COMING| | AFFECTED BY IT--IF YOU COULD 
RAPIOLY TALS WAY! REMEMBER ANY OF THIS NOW, 


o_1 ~ THERE | | THE SOUND COMES CLOSER” 
— ——- 15 NO NEED TO Z MUST URRY! 


THEN, TAKE ME! T FARRYIL HAVE 
HAVE NO LIFE AS A BUT 70 BLAST 


SENTIENT MACHINE! 


--AND THIS 1S AVENGERS 7185. 


THERE ISA BEING 
IN 7ORMENT HERE! 
THE WAVES OF 


STRONGER AS 
I DRAW NEARER! 


CACM YOURSELF, 
CREATURE-- THE 

J SULVER SURFER 
WILL AIP YOu! 


But THAT Ss ANOTHER. 
STORY --1N FF SPECAL FT S-- 


MEANWHILE, IN A CERTAIN y ALL IN GOOD TIME, MANTIS. 3 
VETERE, TEMPLE 4] | I HAVE AROMISED YOU-- 


SAW IT BROUGHT 
HERE FROM THE TODA: CIERA! YOtd 

HAVE BEEN KREE GALAXY | HAVE CLAIMED TO 
you, MILLEMA AEO- BE THIS ONES 


or. i MAL f FATHER! 
& , 


TELL HER WHAT 
THIS MEANS! 


I CANNOT, DAUGHTER, IT IS 
NOT MY RIGHT-- EA 7 


"1S A SFACECKAFT, 
FROM THE SOUND 


LZ CowtD 3e PaeT 
OF SHEHEREZADE S 
7002 of TALE, THIS 
PUB-NOSED STAR - 
CRUISER SKIMMING 
COW OVER THE 
ORIENTAL 

SANTUARY,, 


--AND NOT ONE 
OF MIPGARDS, \= 
(S 


By MY TROTH! 


Ga SNS. ek 
aN Ne 
ye P! 
y) Mi) : i < é BABE? 


HEY, JUST HOW MUCH 
DID LAMSS, ANYWAY? 


L CAME IN ANSWER TO your] |.YeTL Acso VI] 
SUMMONS OF CAPTAIN FEEL I SHOULD 
MAR-VELE-- THOUGH I TRUST YOU, 
KNOW NOT WA/3/ PRECISELY. AND SIMPLY 


WHAT DOES IT MATTER? 

PERHAPS YOU CAME-- ‘g 

BECAUSE YOU WERE jy 
NEEDED. 


THIG ONE HAS MUCH 
TO FELL YOU, PRIESTESS, 
BUT FIRST, YOU MUST 


OU -- SPEAK AS 
DOES MANTIS. I 
ALMOST FEEL 
I SHOULD KNOW 
WAY. 


"-=/T WAS THANOS WHO BLASTED MY 
PARENTS AUTOMOBILE AS WE 
DROVE THROUGH THE NEVADA = 
DESERT ONE STARRY NIGHT. 
TWENTY-TWO YEARS AGO, 


fn, 
'- BEFORE THANOS DECIDED TO 
ELIMINATE ANY POSSIBLE WITNESSES. 
TO WS FIRST SCOUTING (HISSION 
E x 


"Z CRAWLED FROM THE WRECKAGE, AND BEET 
20 DAZED OUT INTO THe DESERT WASTE... 
WHERE I WOULD HAVE SURELY DIED IO Gios- 
LE, par FOR SOMEONE I ASSUMED TO BE AN 

ANGE¢ 


"ANB Z WAS PLACED WITHIN THE 
SHAO-LOM MONASTERY, WHERE! 
LEARNED THE Fife KNOWLEDGE 
Ga BODY ANP SOL. 2 
A FRIESTESS, AN, CPHL EVE; ONE 
A GENETICH: 


J Vad 
hel FAST. THe MOON AND MARS 
WE SOARED, LEAVING te 

CART H- LIFE BEHIND. 


LN 
= 4 "AND I TOOK THE 
wUINTIL WE CAME TOMS PLANET... TW7LE MOONDRAGON.”” 


BUT THAT—-THAT IS, IN MANY 

RESPECTS, IDENTICAL TO THE 

ow OF TUS OWES EARLIEST, 
(oo 


-AT LEAST, AS 
RELATED BY 
LIBRA. 


SIX MMONTHE PASSED, VISION, 
pi: Ce 


-= BUSILY, BUT NOT 
SUccessPuLty. 


WOW YOU UNDERSTAND ONCE MORE, ULTRON | | .., THE MASTER ROBOT 

WHY THE STORY OF YOUR STALKED THE LAND IN FOUNP His (HANS 

ORIGIN HAD TO BEGIN SEARCH OF FREY! IT 

TOOK TWO MONTHS 72 JUS’ PUOOIT 
TRACE A 28-YEAR-OLD 

TRAIL... BUT FINALLY, 

IN STAMPORP,, 

COMNECTICYT... 


Z HAVE NOT COME FOR 
TELEVISIOW REPAIR, 
YOU DRUNKEN OLD 
"OO! 


WHATEVER EXPERTISE 
FOR ANDROIDS REMAINS 
) AFLOAT IN YOUR GIN~ 


“AND WHAT YOU 
SHALL PROVICE! 


<cAND WHEN HE ESCAPED, I WAS OS7RA — 
CIZED BY THE SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY-- AND HE, 
NEVER, EVER RETURNED To ME! 
NO! you 


I TURNED To KEFAIR WorRK \- 
CAN'T ASK THAT, 10 GET BY. I ORANK LIKE 
OF ME! 50 MANY, TO AGRGET. FOR 
THREE PECADES, THAT'S 
WHEN I Cog HIM, KEPT ME COVTENT. AK 
DONT MAKE 
ME FACE HIM 


~-FOR THOUGH 


ZS 
i 


--GET TO WORK AND 
GIVE MEA 
PiveccHio! 


BECAUSE HE AUST 
hi HAVE A COMPLETELY NEW 
Bi> LIE, DIVORCED ENTIRELY. 
FROM HIS PREVIOUS DAYS 
9 AS A HERO. WE SHALL 
ALSO PROVIDE Hin WITH, 
EW, FANTASTIC POWERS ! 


DESIRE THAT HIS 2 
NEW FACE BE 
SCARLET 


AE WiLL REMAIN > 


(GNORANT-~ 


EVERY TIME I L00K 
UPON HIS FLAME-HUED 
VISAGE! 


/} 


7 


BEINGS 
Week ine S70OP READY TO 
COMPLETED. WELCOME A 
Cas fied iA THIRD TO 
Lee PSEUDO-LIFE. 

THAT SO PERFECTLY 

MWMCKED LIFE 

WERE REFRY EDP 
AND REVAMPED 


ae =-AND THO, 


phd 24 1) 
} 


AND EVEN AS THE VISION STRAINS FOR A CLOSER LOOK, | | --THE MARK 
TWO OTHE TRANS FIRING. OF MMORTUS! 


(ER EVENTS OF WO7TE ARE yr. 
YON SAIMMER-- I DO RECOGNIZE 
APPEARING FROM IT, FOR WE HAVE 


be ESPIED IT 
EREAOW!'TIS 
THE MARK OF 
TUNE - TRAVEL“, 


I DON'T BELIEVE T'm 
100 FRESUMET CONS. 
TO ESSAY AN ANCIENT 
SERVANT'S GAMBIT, 
AND OFFER THEM 

FOC 


--EVER SINCE 
M6. WANDA RE- 
ENTERED AFTER 
ATTACKING AMS. MOOV: 


SEALED THEM AWAY 
FOR Gt 
THIS TIME! 
YET To JARVIS'S AMAZEMENT, THE 
(BER COCKE! 


HEAVY DOOR IS WO COM 
(7 FUIES WIPE WITH HIS IMPACT... 


DN) 


ri 

EA 
SS BREAKIN, 
ie I MUS-- 


GUT NOW A BUTTOW HAS BEEN 
PUSHED! NOW A HUAN HAS 

FILLED THE AIR, AND FILLED THE 
Pee FP ASYWNIMETIC 


) ff LM THE AUMAN TORE: 


BUT T DREAMT I ED! 
AND--MY BO0Y? 


WoW THE LAMBIENT FIRES 
SOLDER FOR THE AIST 
VME BENEATH THE BROW 
OF 


Butt 

DUPN'7; ROBOT! 

I COULD REWORK 
His BOD: 


--BUT I COULDN'T 
FORCE MNYSELE TO 
DESTROY HIS SOUL! 


MYSELF, NTH WO ONES 


AUB! HE CAME TO LIFE HE'S THE AYGH POINT 
UNDER MY HANDS =~ [\ OF ALL MY DAYS ON EARTH: 
~-AND THOUGH I HAD =. 
ONLY THE SASEST OF ; 
MOWWVES, I FIND TI 
POURED WHAT LITTLE 
S0uUL FT POSSESSED 


BY 2 CONCENVED Hin ») 


AMOK IN HE 
CONFLISION =~ 
I HATED WYSELF 
WHEN T REALIZED 
WHAT A AYPOCRITE 
L'> BEEN--LET 
OTHERS RATE ME-- 


i> --AND THOUGH I MUST GO FOR & 
PROPER WEAPONRY TO 
RESTRAIN HiM-- 


THE OLD MAN'S HEAVY 1S IT ANY WONDER 
STRIKING ON THE FLOOR I FEEL LIKE MY 

WAS LOST IN 7HE PUN MINE \6 CRACKING?] | WHO REVIVED: 

70 THE ANDROIDS. ME THIS TIME! _f 
AUC. RECEPTORS.” 


Has MY PSEUDO- 


LIFE 50 OFFENDED THE 


--AND THE THOUGHT GREW INTO THE ANDROID'S REPLY WAS 

A DREAM -- AND THAT DREAM NEVER SPOKEN, FOR HE 

ALMOST GREW INTO REALITY! SUPDENLY KNEW HE HELD IN 
His ARMS ~- , 


I BUILT you 
ALAWED -- 
Just as I 
WAS FLAWED-- 


MARRIAGE-- YET T 
WANTED AN (SSU/E, 

CREATION, sone PART )| 
OF ME TO CVE ONS 


BUT THERE 
WAS NOWEED 
FOR WORDS, 


- TO 


'6 SETTER 
THAN DEATH! 


THEN, AS THE ANDROID 
ROUNDED A CORNER-- 


ALL fAGHT! 50 I'M WOT 

AHIMA” TORCH! SO MY 

LIFE AND DEATH BELONG 

MAN RATHER THAN 
GOO! 


Zari 


SO £00K 
OF; ULTRON: 
WHEN iz CATE 


IN WHATEVER 
FASHION, I HAVE 
STILL SACRED NY 


1, 700, DESIRE A SON FOR 
MY PERSONAL PROFIT! 
BUT GWEIKE HORTON -- 


LIFE ANP DEATH 
BELONG 70 MMAN-- 


NOTHING ANKE 
HORTON, ROBOT! 


YOU HAVE £/FE, BUT 
YOU LACK ANY FEACE 
OF ACMAMITY! YOU 
WANT TO DESTCOY 
MANKIND, RATHER 
THAN ADP TO IT! 


I HATED HORTON SINCE THE Y 


=-AND IF I] 


COULD LEARN 
ae _HumaNITY-~ 4 | 


onl 8 aes oe Tag IN --AND THAT WAS. YOUR 
ILITY TO ALAM ¥ 
Lait seems-- “ MISTAKE; 


(1 SC l/, 
Wet? YOU'RE 
NOT AARMED/ 


YOU SHALL 
WEVER LEARN! 
= 


AMONG 
HENRY PYM'S EFFECTS 
WILL SERVE AS A MODEL-~ 


) WHEN YOU 
AWAKE TO Ny BIDDING 
NCE NORE -- 


--SO THAT, TAKS TIME, THUS [T WUAS, VISION, 
YOU SHALL POSSESS THAT LATER THAT 
ANEW PERSONALITY--A | | SAME EVENING 
SANK SLATE UPON 
WHICH Z MAY WRITE 
ANYTHING Z W1SH! 
WELCOME 
70 THE WORLD 
OF THE LIVING, 
YOU WHO WILL. 
NEVER KNOW 
BUT A HALF 
LE! 


NOW I KNOW OF THE 
COURAGE AND COVE 

THAT COMPRISE MY HER!- RETURN TO. 
TAGE... AND NOW I KNOW | | HMMORTUS! 
THAT IL HAVE A HERITAGE, 


Ae SLUPPING. 


UJ UNSEEN INTO THME:.. 
| 


WHESUPFERS A 


WRENCHING “THE SYNCHRO-STAFF 
TAT VANISH ES. FROM HS 
. HAND-~ 


--AND THE SWIRLING SOUNDS 
OF FINE GROW SILENT, TO 
LEAVE Hi DRIFTING AND 
PESERTED? -— 


(ED (NA 
VOIR, Wirt NO 
DIRECTION HOME! 


ys ManTH: GIANT-SIZE AVENGERS *< Ee (RSH: 
THE FATE OF "th WESTON! NINE SURPRISE upper: We UAT ey Mer Ci ieee 
VALAINS ! AND-THE MOMENT OF THE (MADONNA Ns A WHEE: WEE 7) 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 


united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Sle THE MIGHTY MWVENGERSI. 


STEVE ENGLEHART | DON HECK /JOHN TARTAG C.VETTER, LETTERE/ 
SAGA i, BEENCILSE if INKS ie GOLDBERG,” dbigeier ie 


at RE 
ARTIFICIAL MAN, WHO HAS 
VOYAGING OUTSIDE OUR Ni 
AWS OF TIME AND SPACE, 
EVER KNOW EXACTLY W 


TO KNOW TODAY. 


+sFOR YOU ARE 

EXACTLY 

WHERE YOu 
AD 


NG VOGETMEL 


IT SEEMS LIKE A MIGHT= 


MARE--ANOTHER PHENOMENON 


MY COMPUTER MIND SHARES 


WITH ITS ORGANIC BROTHERS. 


THE NIGHTMARE THAT KNOWS 
NO ENO! 


I _WAS iN THE 
YEAR /968-- 


ULTRON'S 
GHASTLY GOAL 


TO OBTA\ 
SYNTHETIC, 
SLAVISH*SON"... 
BUT THOUGH 
HE HAD 
ALTERED THE 


ISIBLY OBSERVING 
AS THE ORIGINAL 
AUMAN TORCH: 


-- WAS REBUILT BY ULTRON-5 AND THE ) 
TORCH'S CREATOR, PROFESSOR HORTON, 
TO BECOME -- 4 


Hey 


va) 


“IT WAS STILL THE 
HERO OF THE 

NINETEEN FORTIES 
ANO FIFTIES WHO 
LAY THERE -- 


(= =AND MY HEART THRILLEO WITH PRIDE AS I \ 
WATCHED HIM ATTACK! 


(m AND THE TRANSFORMED TORCH FELL HELPLESSLY 
| TOHIS KNEES BESIDE THE ONLY BEING HE COULD 
EVER CALL FATHER! 


MA FEW HALTING 
WORDS...A CHOKING 
SIGH. ..AND TEARS... 


PROFESSOR COULD 
LEAVE HIS SOLE ISSUE! 


“YET THE NIGHTMARE WAS FAR FROM FINISHED! ++. THEN THE ANOROID'S MIND WAS 
SE Renee ae 

WHEN THE ANDROID IE TAPED BRAIN PATTERNS OF A DE 
CAUGHT UP TO ULTRON, WONDER MAN... 

ALL HIS RAGE AVAILED 

HIM NOTHING AND HE 

FELL BEFORE THE ROBOT'S 

MIGHT! 


TRRTABLY, HE SHAKES HIS HEAD, A SYNTHETICMAN, A INAN OF 
WRENCHING HIS GAZE BACK FROM! | WIRES AND DIODES, PLASTIC AND 
0 WITHIN. | | PARTS HEAR A PSYCAIC SCREAM P 


ZB SOMEONE IS IN 
PALI 


EVEN THOUGH IT LOOKS AS IF L'VE 
BEEN DELIVERED TO THE PITS OF HELL-- 


MYSELF TO SUCH 

TOTAL DENSITY 

AS 10 IGNORE 
THE HEAT: 


~~ BUT IN BETWEEN, AVENGER, CAME THE SCARLET W/TCH-- 
PRAWN HERE TO THE MOLTEN HEART OF THE EARTH, BY MY 
CONSTANTLY- INCREASING POWER =: ar 


FIRST CAME 
CLEAS AND 


--T0 DIE IN HOMAGE 
TO MY GLORY / 


AS REVENGE FOR YOUR +7iN THE FACE EMOTIONS ARE MY “IF I AM TO OVERCOME 
DEFEAT AT HER HANDS, I OF ONE AL- OBSESS/ON, Ned FORTE LIFE Ge ye 
TAKE IT? READY DORMAMMU, BUT BELO 
POWERFUL THEY WILL NOT 
HAMPER IME NOW! 


ENOUGH-- 
MUST MAKE FULL 
USE Narn USE | 4 

OF MY LOGIC-- 4 


FOR THREE (SSUES OF THE REGULAR SIZE AVENGERS B00K, WE'VE BEEN LEAPING BACK AND FORTH 
EEN THE VISION AND. ite ENIGINATIC MANTIS. ..50 17'S TOO LATE TO STOP WOW! We 
7 S ¥ ed 
; ef ONE. THERE 1S 
ANOTHER ES 


YOU--ASK THIS ONE 


A QUESTION ? YOU- = 
APPARENTLY OMM/SCIENT? 


JUST AS I SENT 
THESE FOUR 
THROUGH THE 
HISTORY OF THE J 


=-50, 700, DIO I SEND 

THE V/S/ON THROUGH 

THE HISTORY OF H/M- 
ELF 


Si 


NOT FOR NOTHING 
IS (MMORTUS-- J 


q 


AND YET,..IN THE TIME 
OF NOW, THE VISION IS 
INDEED OVERDUE... 


..ANO I DO NOT 


THIS ONE... FEELS PAIN, ANO} 
A GREAT, DEER, WRENCHING 
SORROW ENOUGH 
TO EMPTY 

THE cLouas! 


INGERS 
a ae 
) 
». 
Sa, de 
(AZ 


IT MUST BE THE W/SION! OTHERWISE, THE 


PN 
\7 
SYNCHRO- STAFF HE CARRIED WOULD HAVE 
BROUGHT HIM HERES ay 
4 


EXPLANATION, 


PLEASE. 
\e 


THE IMAGE OF IMMORTUS LINGERS FOR A 
MOMENT LIKE A DYING GHOST, BUT THE 
STRANGE GREEN FIGURE IN THE IMAGE OF A 
DEAD MAN SEEMS HARDLY To TAKE NOTICE, 


L D 
THE EXPLANATION... 


THUS FAR, YOU HAVE LEARNED 
WHO THE panies /APDGNNA, 


be A 


IDERSTAND THAT THE fi 
HISTORY OF THE Avan 
UNIVERSE & 


. 


NOW, AT LAST YOU SHALL HEAR OF 
MANTIS HERSELF, SO THAT YOU MAY, 
RKNOW WHAT THE MADONNA IS 


PRECISELY PUT, SHE IS] 


YOU CANNOT BELIEVE 
IT OF Moire CAN 
yo 


“FOR SHE WHO HAS FAILED TO 
KNEW SHE NEARED FIND THE HUMANITY | \ 


PERFECTION--_ --MOON- | YOU 


LET THIS ONE BEGIN 


ps 
INTELLECT, POISE, | } 
ea Her \AND SOUND HEALTH. 


“ON THE FINAL DAY OF THE 
FINAL (scaled ‘OF THE YEAR 
1953. 


I~ 
“WHILE IN VIET NAM, . BES A ee Oey = 
MANTIS'S MOTHER WAS: a} SLI ” tr 
A ASSASSINATED BY HER 4 TEMPLE, WHERE HE GAVE HER OF. 
VILLAINOUS BROTHER'S 7 
HOODLUMS--* 


| jy “SWULTANEOUSLY, HEATHER 
7h 5 })| WAS BEING TAKEN TO & 
NGERS #135--L. y 4_ TEMPLE ON TITAN. 


ae 


= 
“ EACH GIRL THEN GREW : 7-10 THE PERSECUTED, PACIFISTIC 
UNDER THE ABSOLUTE |_{"--PREsTs WHO, THOUGH simuaTED|| eee e Powe 
GUIDANCE OF HER A CONSTELLATION APART, COULD iy; 
RESPECTIVE PRIESTS-- [MMB ALL TRACE THEIR LINEAGE DOWN Za 

= THE CORRIDORS OF TIME-- 


>| ” THEY INSTRUCTED THEIR CHARGES IN 
THE ARTS OF M/ND AND BODY, AS THEY 
WORSHIPED THEM FOR WHAT THEY 
MIGHT SOMEDAY BECOME." 


YOU SAID EARLIER, MANTIS, THAT MOON- 


«THE ULTIMATE GOAL 


WERE THE OWLY NON-KREE 


"You 
DRAGON'S ORIGIN AND YOURS WERE | OF YOUR INSTRUCTION ! EVER TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE: 


SIMILAR. IT IS NOT SO SURPRISING 
WHEN YOU SEE THEY WERE DES/GNED 
b.TO PRODUCE SIMILAR WOMEN, EH? 


f AND YOU ARE 
MORE SIMILAR.. 


wes THAN EITHER OF YOU 

KNOWS! FOR YOU KNOW 

NOTHING OF YOUR LATER 
TRAINING. .. 


YOU SEE, YOU TWO \Z 

WERE TRAINED TO 

PERCEIVE THE TELEP- 

ATHY OF THE PLANT- 

LIFEYOUR PRIESTS | J 
NURTURED! @ 


“THAT WAS THE BASIS FOR WHAT 
4] MANTIS NOW CALLS Hi 
PATHIC NATURE" 


> 
Ss 2 
REM: 


ILE MANT/S WAS GIVEN 4 Ly 
OF FALSE MEMORIES, CONCERN- PF 
ING A G/RLHOOD IN SAIGON." peg 


“MOONDRAGON THEN RE- 

Q MAINED IN HER TEMPLE, TO 
CONTINUE THE LIFE OF A 

PRIESTESS... 


eal 


OF COURSE, FOR FROM 
ATTACKED NOU FOR ) THAT DAY FORWARD, You 
SUCH LIES, LIBRA--k / RES/STED THE THOUGHT 

OF ANYTHING BUT THE 
+-ANO SHE 


FEELS SHE 


THIS ? YOU ARE NO 
PRIEST! 


ZAM A MEMBER OF THE ZODIAC CARTEL. ASI 
TOLD YOU, THE PRIESTS NEVER COULD CURB MY 
DESIRE FOR EASY LIVING. 


f BUT r AM ALSO 
b YOUR FATHER--, 


--AND I KNEW MORE OF THEIR 
PLANS FOR YOU THAN I AOM/TTED-- 
SO I WAS 7HEIRS TO COMMAND IN 
ANY MATTER INVOLVING YOUR WELFARE. 


HOWEVER, WHEN YOU BOTH 

COMPLETED YOUR TRAINING, IT 

WAS APPARENT THAT MANT/S: 

WAS OF AN EARTHIER NATURE 
THAN You-- 


IF I MIGHT INTERSECT HERE... 


+».SINCE I SEEM BOTH INT/- 

AAATELY INVOLVED IN THIS 

STORY mg YET IGNORED 
BY IT... 


“SO woh SELECTED To 
+. WHY WERE TWO GIRLS: ABANDON HER TEMPLE AND 
5 AND WHY WERE OUR | WALK AMIDST. 
TURNED APART? HUMAN: 


HAVE FORETOLD Y MOREOVER, DURING THE LONG’ 
IN /953, WHICH YEARS OF YOUR MATURATION, 
OF YOU WOULD . ONE OF YOU MIGHT HAVE D/ED.-' 
PROVE 50 & SECOND GIRL INSURED 
CONTINUATION IN SUCH A CASE, 


“AS YOU HAVE SINCE LEARNED, 
FROM YOUR ENCOUNTERS WITH 
CAPTAIN MAR-VELL ANO 
DAREDEVIL, A CLOISTERED 
LIFE CANNOT IMPART COMPLETE 
UNDERSTANDING OF LIFE IN THE 

FULL SOCIETY. 


THUS, WHILE INGUISHED 
YOURSELF AS PRIESTESS, Ai 
LETE, AND SCIENTIST ON TITAN 


KNOWLEDGE 
AND POWER OF THE 
MIND, AND YOUR LIFE 
(S FAR FROM FINISHED, 
AT ITS END WAITS 
YOUR DESTINY. 


TODAY, HOWEVER, 
WE SPEAK OF 
MAN7/S! 


WHILE HE AND TH 
| OTHER MIGHTY 
AVENGERS 00 NAUGHT, 
BUT OBSERVE! 


YEAH, I KNOW WHAT 
you ty 
GOLDILOCKS.... 


WHATS WAWKEYE 
WANT, L WONDER? 


MERE, YOU GUYS! LISTEN-- I WAS Gi 
Sone LISTENIN’ TO THAT GREEN GUY 


SS pun 


--SO I SLIPPED 


ONE LOOK AT THE SHAPE OF THIS ARMOR AND I. 
KNOW THEY’RE NOT FAKING, THOR. 


pel 


THESE GUYS 
ARE TOUGH-- 
BUT SOMETHING 


--AND 
LOOK WHAT 
1 FOUND! 


\ 


* EVERYBODY REMEMBERS OLIR NON-TARNISH TRIO 
OF COMMUNIST COUNTER-PLUNCHERS, CONSISTING: 
OF CBACK TO FRONT) RADIOACTIVE MAN, CRIMSON 
DYNAMO, AND THE TITANIUM MAN, FROM 
AVENGERS# 130 RIGHT ?-- LEN. 


ALEX ) AHH...JRON MAN...50 WE MEET 
AGAIN ?I REGRET THAT I 
WILL BE...SOME TIME IN 
RECOVERING MY STRENGTH... 
§0 I CANNOT GREET YOU... 
AS YOU OFSERVE...!/ 


MY FRIENDS AND I WERE Y WE DION'T KNOW. 
LOOKING FOR YOU. THE SOMEONE El: 
AVENGERS' DISAPPEARANCE 
FROM THE CENTER OF 
SAIGON... RAISEO QUITE. 

4 STIR. 


YOU PLAN TO STAND AGAINST 
MY WILL, THEN, VISION? YOU, 
AN ANDROID-- SOMETHING 
LEGS THAN EVEN MAN-~ 


RN CONTROL! EVEN WITH 


Z 
--AND CALL UPON 
WORTH YOUR DEATH, FORCES SHE COULD NOT L 
AVENGER/ SHE IS HEAD- You AS YET, BUT IF YOU 
HER NEW KNOWLEDGE PERS/ST=- 
OF TRUE WITCHCRAFT-- wy 4 
-"YOU CAN SEE ‘YOU TALK A GREAT DEAL, FOR 


ONE WITH SUCH POWERS, AS 
‘YOU PROCLAIM, DORMAMMU 


4 


--IT ALSO 
LED HER TO 
OISREGARD 
HER MISS 
HARKNESS'S, 
WARNINGS-- 


BEFORE -- THE 
VISION IS CERTAIN 
OF 7HAT== 


THERE IN THE SHIMMERING, 
SULPHUROUS HAZE! 


FIRE STREAMS FROM THEIR MUZZLES-- 
A LMQUID THING, UNLIKE ANY FIRE 
OF EARTHLY ORIGIN! IT THUNDERS 
HEAVILY THROUGH THE SPACE OCCU- 


PIED BY THE ANDROID-. 
YZ ° ! HAS PRECLUDED 
(7 Pal REPLENISHMENT 

OF SOLAR 


ENERGY. WEAKEN- 
ING QUICKLY, 


LIMITS, WHEN IT HOUSEO [i 
HUMAN TORCH. 


EE 


THERE WAS NO ALTERATION IN PLASTOID 
FLESH DURING ULTRON!S RECONSTRUCTION 


-- ONLY SYSTEMS WITHIN. 
A THUS, PARTIAL, 
SOLIDIFICATION, 


AND GRADUAL 
OPENING OF 
SOLAR JEWEL--_] 


YES!I CAN 
ABSORE SOME 
ENERGY FROM 

THE DEMON'S 

SUPERNATURAL 
FLAME! I CAN 
ABSORB ENOUGH- 


UT HE (S NOT 
TRULY THERE. 


ial RETURN | i ASA SOLAR BLATT = Vi 


WOW IT 1S THE DEMONS! TURN TO SUFFER, 


FOR IT APPEARS THAT THEY CANNOT WITH= 
STAND WATURAL HEAT! 


DORMAMMU! MOW WHAT WILL 
You DO? 


T MAY NOT WISH TO Stow THE 4 

Keneishegee ARRIVAL OF MY FULL 6TRENGTH-- 
SUPRICIENT ONLY TO. "| 
SPIRIT AWAY OEFENSE- 
LESS WITCHES, AND 
NOT TO SQUANDER ON 

BATTLE WITH A 

DETERMINED 
OPPONENT ? 


LIKE You, TO 
WHOM I PROMISED 


+-BUT DORMAMMU 
CAN ACHIEVE WHAT CLAIMED 74/5 
EVER HE DESIRES! DIMENSION-- 


--DESTROY THE 


‘SHE WAS ABANDONED W, 
UNCEREMONIOUSLY IN 
SAIGON, LEFT TO MAKE HER 
(\WAY AS BEST SHE COULD, 
WITHIN HOURS, MEW CON- & 
DUCTED HER TO THE VICE 
LORD, MONSIEUR KHRUUL 


SIMULTANEOUSLY... 
LEO THEIR CHARGE 


FROM THEIR TEMPLE ON THE NIGHT OF HER 
BIGHTEENTH BIRTHDAY. ORESSED IN 4 
THE CLOTHING OF THE TIME-- 


THE PRIESTS OF ud 


HER UNCLE, THOUGH ! 


NEITHER OF THEM THEN, 
p ANE (T: 


fee WAS NOT IN LOVE, BUT SHE GAVE 
HER ALL TO THIS MAN, AND BEGGED 
HIM TO RETURN TO A LIFE HE COULD BE} 
PROUD O 


(AND IT WAS THE GAME WHICH 
LED HER To APPROACH THE ONCE: 
DASHING SWORDSMAN, 


HOWEVER, IT WAS THE FRAI j 
NOBILITY WITHIN HIS SOUL WHICH 
SPARKED 4 K/NDRED FIRE IN HERS, 
AND LED HER TO REMAMW WITH HIM. 


WAS FORCED 
TO kk , 


ISTEN | 


--AND THIS suPPasED =X) 
"COUNTRY GIRL" WAS PUT 
TOWORK IN HIS WATERFRONT, 
BARS, 


EARNING AMERICAN 
MONEY. 


WITH HER MEMORY 
UNTROUBLED, SHE TOOK 
QUICKLY TO THE GAUDY 4 
GAME SO OFTEN PLAYED 
INSAIGON... 


THAT WAS A TURNING 
POINT IN HER LIFE -- 
FOR THOUGH SHE WOULD 
HAVE LEARNED LIFE BY 
LIVING IT ANYWHERE-~ 


a THE SWORDSMAN 
COULD OFFER HER LIFE 
QWITH THE AVENGERS! 


| OH, Man, JUST WHAT We 
NEEDED: OL' BLUE-NOSE 
KANG PLAYIN “THIRD: 
TIME'S THE CHARM"! 


SHE WENT WITH HIM TO STAND AT HIS 
SIDE--AND BECAUSE, AGAIN, SHE 


IN THOT DIRECTION. 


.SHE BEGAN TO COMPARE HER MAN 
Ly TOHIS ALLIES. 


THUNDER GOD. 
HE STILL HAS 


T_IMAGINE HE'S JUST AS DETERMINED AS 


\PONNA 


WELL, WHEN HE DOES, (T 
LOOKS LIKE WE'LL BE THE 
ONES TO TEACH ‘IM! 


PY NE THE TITANIC 
THREE PRE 
GONNA BE OKAY, I 


A AVENGERSHS (28-152; 
GSAH 2&3 --- LEN. 


BY MY WORD, HAWNKEYE--THIS 


HATH NOT THE SOUND OF mEE | 
< 


Ps 


WHY NOT; GOLDILOCKS ? I MAY Vil 


MANTIS-~ 


q 
--AND T'M NOT GONNA, 
I a HER BIG DAY BE 


SPOILED BY THAT i 
JERK! LAF 


HAVE COME IN LATE, BUT DIVE 
LEARNED TO LIKE OURMISS ASAIN 


TLL GO SCOUT AROUND THE TEMPLE, 
WHILE YOU FLY-BOYS TAKE THE PER/METER!, 


BETTER WATCH 0/7, THOR! 

THE ARCHER MAY BE BUCKING 

FOR THE CHAIRMAN'S 
GAVEL! 


HUH! I HADN'T 
EVEN THOUGHTA 
THAT 


‘ 


LONG HOVE I BEEN 
HONORED WITH THE 


I DO ENJOY THE RESPONSIBILITY 
WHICH IS MINE! IT 1S A FINE 
THING TO LEAD SUCH STALWARTS 

AS THE AVENGERS! 


* SINCE CAPTAIN AMERICA RE. 

LINQUISHED THE JOB SO MANY 

ISSUES AGO THAT EVEN WEIVE 
FORGOTTEN WHEN,--LEN 


SO SPEAKETH A VIKING GOD--YEA, 
A GOD OF THUNDER, WITH A 
CRAVING FOR GRAND COMBAT ON 
TUMULTUOUS FIELDS OF HONOR! 


GODHOOD IS ANAWESOME THING-- 
EEN TOMYSELF NO BETTER UNDER- 
STOOD THAN MANKIND 
DOTH UNDERSTAND MAN- 
HOOD! AT TIMES, ONE 
DOTH BECOME MORE 
FORCE THAN SINGULAR 
SELF! 


AND TODAY, 
‘TIS SAID THAT. 


STRANGE, ENIG— 
MATIC EURASIAN-- 
‘SHALL ASCEND INTO 

SODHOOD. id 


MY BELOVED JANE FOSTER: 

FAILED IN HERATTEMPT 
AT SUCH A STER * FORMANY 

YEARS, I, MYSELF HAV 

THOUGHT THAT THE 

MORTAL DON BLAKE HAD 
BECOME THE MIGHTY 7HOR/** 
SO ITIS THAT I DO KNOW 
WHAT MANTIS MUST BE 
THINKING N--= 


CLEARING 
STANPS-~ 


+ THOR#IS6, 
FX ACTUALLY, 
IT WAS 
/TUTHER 
WAY ROUND 
(THOR#I59), 


Yous 


CURSE YOU, THOR! ~-BUT YOU WON'T 
YOU MAY HAVE 
DISCOVERED ME -~ 

SS < 


DEFEATS, NOR & 
THOUSAND! 


THE DISSOLUTION BEAM 
BUILT INTO MY UNIFORM! Jods 


OTHERS, FOR OTHERS GIVE WAY TO 
WEAKNESS[ 


WHEN zasr we] 


MET, VILLAIN, 


WELL -— 


--NOT ONLY TO KANG, BUT 
TO THE ELDER GODS, AS 


SAVE FOR THE TIME 

TRAVELERS OMNIPRESENT 

FORCE FIELD, NJOLNIR'S 

BLOW WOULD TELL TWE 
TALE! 


THOUGH KANG CAN STILL 
TAKE TUMBLES IN IT, 
THAT FORCE FIELD HAS 


WOW, THOR, LET ME, 
UTILIZE YOUR HAMMER 
FOR A MOMENT-- 


-- JUST LONG ENOUGH To ‘Y 
LET IT CONDUCT THE FULL 
FORCE OF My DISSOLUTION 


KEPT HIM FROM DEATH 


BoDy! 


THUS YOU DIE 
BEFORE MY 4/ST 
CENTURY 
SCIENCE! EVERY- 
ONE SAVE KANG 
HAS SOME 
WEAKNESS-- 


RAY INTO YOUR WRITHING 


== BUT KANG 
SHALL BE STRONG 
FOREVER! 


NOT STRONGER THAN Y LAMTHE] [--ANOT AM LEADEROF 
THE GOP OF THUNDER, FIRST. 


VILLAIN! 


WHO HAVE GIVEN THEIR 
FRIENDSHIP TO MANTIS | 


THE MIGHTY: ao) 


--SO NOW MAY I 
FINALLY FULFILL MY VOW 
AS AVENGER FOR IRON 
MAN'S DEATH AT THY 
HANOS/ 


AND YET... IMMORTUS DIO RETURN 

MY FRIEND TO THE LANO OF THE LIVING. 

MAYHAP THE NEED TO AVENGE HATH 
NOW DIED IN HIS STEAD, 


NAY, E 
SHALL NOT 
KILL THEE, 
KANG, 'TIS 
ENOUGH THAT: 
THOU ART 
ouRS. 


VV HAWKEVE THE MARKSMAN, 
CHAIRMAN OF THE WORLD~ 
FAMOUS AVENGERS, AN- 

NOUNCED TODAY..." 


Boy, THAT DOES HAVE A 
RING TO IT! THE NEXT TIME I. 


CURSE YOU, HAWK 
EYE! YOU MAY HAVE 
DISCOVERED ME-- 


NOW, WHILE YOU PONDER TWAT SURPRISING LITTLE SCENE, 


MARVELOUS, BROTHER! 
EVEN I COULD DEVISE 
NOTHING MORE TRULY 
EVIL THAN 
THIS! 


IN THE NAME OF 
THE DREAD DOR- 


MAMMU-- BY THE 
NATURE AT MY 


COMMAND - = 


--LET THE MOLTEN LAVA 
SURROUNDING US BOUL 
AND BURY THIS CREATURE 
WHO MOLESTS My 
MASTER! 


iy. SHE'S NOT HOLDING 
Im SACK! SHE'S TRULY 
IN HIS POWER! 


= 


"THE VISION IS EQUALLY 


EVEN AS HE YANISHES 


MISS HARKNESS TAUGHT] 


GODS! THAT ONE WHO 
SOUGHT MY SECRETS 
SHOULD BE SO USED BY 


AWED AND AMAZED, FOR THIS 
IS THE WOMAN LOVES WHO 
STRIKES AT HIS LIFE! LOGIC 


FALTERS AT THE VERY 


HIM WHO HOLDETH ME! } 
f THOUGHT. 


WHAT WILL HE DARE 


WHEN HE HOLOETH THE 
FULL MEASURES OF jf 


POWER? --BUT IT CAN NEVER 


WHOLLY HALT FOR HIM! 


INA WELTER OF F/RE, | | ME WELL, CREATURE! I 


{HAVE OTHER WEPPONS | 


ORGANIC BOW 

TOMY WILL, 
WHETHER THEY, 
BEOF FIRE, 


AR, ae 


\ 


LIKE A DIAMOND, HE 
CANNOT BURN! 


THIS BOULDER, 
NOW AGOVE 


BLT I HAVE ONLY TO BECOME. | 
INTANGIBLE 70 RISE THROUGH 
STONE, WANDAL 


py 7 


I CAN COUNTER: 
ALL OF YOUR, 
ORGANIC POWERS, 
ql BECAUSE I AMAMAN 
OF SYNTHETICS! 


YOU MUST REMEMBER THAT, +. THAT THOUGH YOUR BODY AND 
WANDA! YOU MUST a 
REMEMBER ME! POSSESS 4 VEWEL IN YO! 

, FOREHEAD-- 


“70 
CONTROL MY GEM ! 


{_WANDA--ONLY You CAN 

SAVE ME NOW! YOU MUST 

REMEMBER-- WHO YOU ARE-- 
WHO T am! 


YOU KNEW NOTHING J PLEASE--WHATEVER YOU NO, DAUGHTER... \.. YOUR ATTRACTION TO. 
OF LOVE WHEN YOU_¢ MAY BE--IT iS TOO MUCH TO! HE SPEAKS OF | GLAMOR, YOUR COMPET?- 
CAME TO THE AVENGERS, HEAR OF MY SHAME FROM TIVENESS, YOUR SELFISH- 
MANTIS, BUT THEY HELPED YOUR LIPS, SO LIKE THE NESS, LONELINESS, LUST-- 
TEACH YOU, ALL UNKNOWING. ALL THAT WHICH PASSES FOR 
LOVE AND 1S NOT: 


FOR THE FIRST TIME, ION ff ” 
SAW OTHERS WITH THE ha ‘ FOR ALL THAT YOU 
NOBILITY OF THE SWORDS- . HAD LEARNED, YOU 
MAN... AND YOUR HEAD, ¢ pio COULD NOT LOVE 
WAS TURNED. WITH SO MUCH OF YOU 
STILL BOTTLED UP. 
INSIDE. THUS, THERE 
CAME A TIME WHEN 
YOU NEEDED TO. 
LEARN THAT THERE 
WAS MORE TO 
LEARN ABOUT LIFE. 


YOU ARE SAYING x 
THAT THIS ONE 
COULD NOT BE ONLY 
A PRIESTESS OR 
ONLY A CREATURE 


..;BUT WHEN YOU GRASPED FOR THE VIS/ON, A PILLAR 
OF STABILITY AND YET A MAN UNALTERABLY IN LOVE 
WITH ANOTHER, YOU INSURED THAT YOUR LIFE OF 
FRIVOLITY WOULD END. THAT YOU WOULD AWAKEN TO 
A MORE COMPLETE CONCEPTION OF EXISTENCE... 


EXACTLY...AND WHO BETTER TO TEACH YOU THAN 
LIBRA, THE BALANCE? AS A CHIEFTAIN IN AN 
INTERNATIONAL CRIME-CARTEL, I WAS ALWAYS 
ASSURED T COULD ENCOUNTER YOU, NOMATTER 
WHERE YOU WERE OR WHAT YOU WERE DOING. 


‘YOUR ASSOCIATION WITH THE 
AVENGERS WAS ONE OF THOSE 
COINCIDENCES THAT PROBABLY 
WASN'T, AND SIMPLIFIED THE 
SITUATION IMMEASURABLY. I 
TOLD TAURUS OF YOUR 

" EMPATHIC NATURE," AND 

HE SAW A CHANCE OF DEFEAT- 
ING OLD FOES* 


THEN, AFTER HE FAILED (AS 
LL KNEW HE WOULD AGAINST 
SUCH OPPONENTS), I RELATED 
ENOUGH OF YOUR PAST TO 
MAKE YOU QUESTION YOUR 


be LIFE. a 
YOU WERE TOO STRONG 


TO RELINQUISH YOURSELF 


Y WM ) “= RY 

CURSE You, DoRMANMU! T’n YOU WERE BROUGHT HERE TO SUFFEI 
FREE Ss Y VENGEANCE, AS A MEANS OF OCCUPYING MY 
bali iesgeaeces WA TIME UNTIL T CAN ATTACKALL THE EARTH-- 


1S ALL YOU 


SHALL DO 
Toppy! 


I NEED ONLY CAST A FRESH 


ENCHANTMENT, STRONGER EVEN AS: 


ZAM STRONGER AND SUBMERGE 
LYOUR HEADSTRONG NATURE ONCE 


YOUR LOVER, 
AND YOUR 
MENTOR 


[ID YOU THINK THAT MY WANDA 
WOULD FAIL TO FREE AE FROM. 
‘YOUR SORCERY WHEN SHE 
AWAKENED, DREAD ONE ? SHE 
HAS BEEN AN AVENGER TOO 
LONG FOR SUCH SELFISHNESS! 


AND I AM MORE LEARNED 
THAN SHE OR CLEA-- 


AT LEAST, LONG ENOUGH 
FOR ME TO MAKE USE 
OF MY POWER OVER 
THE ORGANIC OWE 
FINAL TIME-- 


“AND STRIKE AT THE FIRE TO i 
WHICH YOU'RE SO FIRMLY 
Ns 


ON MY FIRST DAY AS A TRUE 
WITCH, I DREW A METEOR 
FROM THE HEAVENS, ANO- 


MOLTEN LAVA FROMTHIS 
CORE--* f 


--S0 I CAN 
COOL THIS 
LAVA WOW! 


ALL.I NEED 'S SUFFICIENT, 
CA 


GODS! THIS canNoT 
BEST MUST HAVE THE 
LAYA'S FULL HEAT FOR MY, 
REGENERATION! * 


AT YOUR w 
SIDE, WY 
BROTHER. 


TA 


BE HALTED, FOR 
% THOUGH HE KNOWS 
ITM 


HIS GROWTH MUST NOT- 


Ay CREATURE OF 
PURE 
FORCE-- 


+-YOU 
SHALL 
FEEL THE | MISS HARKNESS. 


-OR DID YOU THINK 
WANDA WOULD HELP: 


POWER 
OF THE 
VISION! 


AND FORGET ME? 


“THE GODDESS IN THE MYSTIC 


BONOS BURSTS WITH MELLOW 
JOY! SHE HAS KNOWN FROMTHE 


CEASE! DESIST! \j 


START THAT ONLY DR. STRANGE, 
THE SORCERER SUPREME, 
ILD WIN HER FREEDOM: 


Z LES 
--BUT ANY MOTHER REVELS IN, 
HER CHil. DREN'S ACHIEVEMENTS!) 


T_CAN AFFORD NO #/ 


ALL RIGHT! T 
WANT YOUR WORD, 
THAT THE VISION, 

MISS HARKNESS AND 
I CAN RETURN TO 
EARTH'S SURFACE 
WITHOUT FURTHER 
FEAR OF YOUOR 
YOUR SISTER: 


-< 


~-I WANT YOUR 
WORD THAT 

YOU'LL FREE THE 

EARTH SPIRIT-~ 


=-AND I WANT YOUR: 
WORD THAT YOULL 
Z ABANDON YOUR PLANS: 


DIMENSION! 


CONQUER EARTH'S J 


+-BUT WHEN I 


PAT, YOU SHALL 
REGRET YOUR 
TRUST OF ME! 


RISE FROMTHIS 


YOU CAVE IN QUICKLY, ‘ HOW 00 I 
FOR ONE WHO WAS KNOW I-CAN 
SO BLOODTHIRSTY @ RUST YOU? 
GEFORE! 


FOOL! l KEPT A SIMILAR VOW TO 

DR. STRANGE, FOR I OWED HIM 

A DEBT AT THE TIME*-- BUT I 
OWE YOU ONLY HATRED! 


cA as d 
YOU SHALL LEAVE 
IN PEACE, TO 

ALLAY YOUR 
SUSPICIONS- 


AND RISE HE WILL, IN NEXT MONTH'S 
ISSUE OF OR. STRANGE! HOWEVER, 
RIGHT NOW-> 


KANG, THE CONQUEROR 
FROM THE CELEST/AL 
MADONNA! 


-“NOT WHILE I CAN 
GINE YoU THE 


LESSEE--IF I GET THAT 
ONE RIGHT, 00 I GET TO 
\ GOON FOR THE REALLY 
BIG MONEY? 


SINCE RAMA-~TUT 


N ‘ 

“TEVEN IF YOU wal 
CANIT SAY MUCH ad 
FOR HIS BRAINS! Ji 


THIS GUY'S BOUND 
AND DETERMINED 
NOT O SEE THE ERROR 
OF HIS WAYS; LIKE 
RAMA-TUT SAID 
HE WOULD! * 


BUT AFTER OUR 


1S HIM IN THE AGT eS RONG: 
FUTURE, YOU 
GOTTA ADMIRE KANG'S)| OUGHT TO 
BULLHEADEONESS--/) KNOCKIN! 

OUT HIS 


DEFENSES-+ 


ON HAVIN! THE 
RIGHT 
ARROWS 
HANDY-~ 


== AND THERE'S WO 
TIME LUKE THE 


PRESENT 
IF L WAS RIGHT! 


MY FORCE FIELD 


TO CHECK 


| I GOT IM! HE'S DOWN! 


y THAT'S KANG, Y 
HE'S --HUH ? TO! 


10 - -AT 
LEAST HE 
SAID HE WAS 
KANG WHEN I 


GOIN’ ON, 
IRON MAN? AL 


WAS GOING 
TO ASK YOU, 
AVENGER ! 


ANO YET, THE TEMPLE PULSES WITH 
THE HARMONY OF PEACE MORE 

FERVIDLY THAN AT ANY TIME IN ITS: 
TWENTY- THOUSAND YEAR HISTOR 


THIS ONE 1S PREPARED TO 
BELIEVE ALL THAT YOU ANO MY 
FATHER HAVE SA/O, VERDANT ONE! 


BUT SHE S77LL DOES NOT 
UNDERSTAND WHY IT 
SHOULD BE. 


YOU UNDERSTAND, 
BUT YOU WILL NOT yi 
AOMIT IT. 


Pe THE HUMANITY, 
RB INYOU ALWAYS 
pp SHINES LIKE THE SUM! 3 wr 


THREE KANGS--ANO WHERE /RON 
MAN DOTH KNOW ARMOR, I KNOW 
MORTAL MEN! * 


THESE BE NEITHER 
ROBOTS NOR ANDROIDS! 
THEY ALL HAVE 
[EARTBEATS! 


(5 THE ELDEST COTAT? ON 
EARTH--ANO INTHE PRIME 


OF HIS LIFE. cy 
Tae 


RHE 'S THE PERFECT 
Dashes ANZ, 
AOWHE SEEKS THE PERFECT UNION. $| 


THIS--THIS IS WSANE/YOU ARE “| YOU SEE--AH, BUT NOW WE a 
PLAYING SOME MONSTROUS GAME, SPECH NEED NO CLUMSY WORDS! 


WITH M-- WITH THIS ONE” TOUCH YOUR FOREHEAD To 
e AY BARKK AND YOU WILL. 
SHE CANNOT MARRY A TREE -- FINALLY KNOW ALL! 
AND EVEN IF SHE COULD, SHE 

COULD NEVER BECOME A MADON- 


WA BECAUSE THEY COULP NOT 
HAVE A CHILD! 


SLOWLY, SOLEMN YET 
SUSPICIOUS,SHE DOES 
ND HER EYES: 


YOU LOVED 
THE SWORDSMAN! 


AVENGERS (oO, YES...SOOIDZ, WHEN LV MISS HARKNESS, MUST WE RESUME MY 
IMANSION £ £0] AWOKE 1 FIND YOU DYING, , INSTRUCTION RIGHT AWAY ? MIGHT 
FOR A TIME Dy| AND KNEW THATMY HAND NOT TALK 0 THE U/S/ON A WHILE 
I. THOUGHT WE HAD STRUCK YOU’ DOWN. FIRST? / 
WOU 1) yf 
oN Eves iv os aah OW my CHILD, THis Is Y 
AGAIN! « a> YOUR HOUSE. I AN\ ONLY 
No ji Bs Wie 0 ‘A GUEST HERE, 


Tr Au 
v) Z 
woe = Ss 
b (eo , 
(a 


f 
BESIDES, YOU ARE THE WOMAN WHO JUST SAVED OH, 
THE WORLD, AS WELL AS TAREE OF TS OCCUPANTS) | xROUMON THOUGH So LOIN oan 
--QUITE SKILLFULLY, TOO, I MIGHT ADD. HAVE To SAY To EACKOTHER! 
5 


FEEL SILLY ASKING Wy 
MY PERMISSION TO 4 = AND IN CASE YOU DIDN'T 


DO ANYTHING! 


BELIEVE...WE 
WOULD LIKE TO 
SPEAK PRIVATELY. 


THEN AGATHA HARKNESS 
SCAMPERS UPSTAIRS, MOST 
UNLIKE ANY PROPER OLD 
|. .LEAVING SOFT 
SILENCE BEHIND, 


WANDA...SHE SPOKE OF YOUR 
INSTRUCTION, BUT IT'S J WHO'S 
BEEN LEARNING OVER THE 
PAST MONTHS, FIRST WE WERE 
APART BECAUSE WE | 


BECAUSE 
YOU WERE . 
ates? 


1 
BETTERING 
YOURSELF... 


«AND FORTHE FIRST TE, I 
LIVED A LIFE WITHOUT YOUR 
WARMTH, 


I FOUND THAT SUCH A LIFE 
WAS FAR MORE BARREN THON 
LIFE WITH US TOGETHER, 


T DION'T TRULY REALIZE HOW I 

FELT--OR THAT I FELT AS DEEPLY AS 

I DO--UNTIL MANTIS OFFERED 
HERSELF To ME-- 


~-AND I FELT NO DESIRE fan | 
TO ACCEPT HER. Posy 


WANDA, YOU ARE THE ONLY WOMAN 

FOR ME! I CAN MAKE YOU HAPPY! 

FORGETALL THE HUMAN RULES 
AND PLEASE, 


BUT MUCH MORE THAN THAT, I 

LOVE YOU AS A WOMAN, BE-| 

CAUSE I AM FINALLY FULLY 

AWARE OF MYSELF AS A 
MAN. 


LAM NO LONGER 4 
MYSTERIOUS SYNTHEZOID 


NOW I CAN 
BE YOUR MAN 


WHAT I’M WORRIED) WO, WANDBS 
Th 
PARTIALLY 
BECAUSE MY 
LIFE IS THAT OF 


DARLING ? IS IT. 
JUST BECAUSE I 


DON'T YOU SEE, 
LOVE IS FOR SOULS, 


YES, 
VISION-~ 


~-YES, TLL | 
MARRY YOU! 


YOuU--YOU 
AAEAN YOu-- 


NOW DON'T GO 
HUMAN ON ME ALL 
AT ONCE, DARLING! 
STAMMERING'S NOT 


T MEAN YES! 
YES! 


THERE MAY BE \/ WE'VE CLEAR EVIDENCE 


YES, THIS ONE KNOWS EVERY- 
THING NOW! THE RESTRAINTS 
HAVE FALLEN FROM HER 
MEMORIES -~ 
< 


=-ANO SHE SEES THAT WS 
ALL YOU HAVE SAID /S 
THE i 


TT /S PERFECT--ANO IT 


COMPLETES THIS ONE'S yf NO MARRIAGE |, THAT KANG LURKSONCE 
HUMAN SOUL PERFECTLY! UNLESS ALL OF MORE AMONGST US! 
TH) US KEEP WATCH, 


MY FRIENOS/ 


AND MOREOVER, SHE HAS: 
ALSO EFFORTLESELY ACHIEVED 
TOTAL COMMUNICATION WITH 

THE COTATI'S INNER SPIRIT! 


I KNOW NAUGHT OF ANYONE'S: . sf FASTER THAN AWY OF YOU CAN 
PLANS! = = > MOVE, I. ENCLOSE MY BRIDE 
TO-BE IN ITS FORCE FIELD-- 


KANG'S TIME 
SPHERE-- 
WARPING IN 

ABOVE Us--! 


FOR THAT VERY REASON WE MUST 
STAND READY FOR ANYTHING! 


--AND WOW, I TAKE HER 


AT MY LEISURE! 


THIS WAS MY MOST 
GRILLIANT STRATEGY 


OF THE WARS 


ASA TIME TRAVELER, E CAN 


N 
IJOURNEY TOTHE SAME MOMENT 
MANY: 


>= BUT EVEN WITH YOUR GARLY RETURN, 
I YET EMERGE VICTORIOUS! 


DESPITE ALL 

PREDICTIONS, 
KANG HAS 

CAPTURED 


--AND WHEN MANTIS MATES WITH 
ME, I SHALL BECOME RULER OF 
THE HEAVENS! 


NOW, MY 
DEAR, TOTHE 

ENDS OF THE 
UNIVERSE-- 


OOIN'S BLOOD/ THE FATES 
WEAVE TOO CRUEL A WEB! 


SOMEHOW! | 


AND THESE OTHERS IN 
AVENGERS MANSION-- 


REMEMBER THAT 
WY 1 GROUGHT A LARGE 
BOX WITH ME WHEN 
{ I ARRIVED AT THE 
TEMPLE EARLIER. 


~“AND WITHIN: 
IT WAITS OUR 


“YES, HAWKEYE. MANTIS APPEARED 

IN THIS BOX JUST MOMENTS AGO, 
WHEN KANG'S SPHERE FIRST DREW 
EVERYONE'S ATTENTION TO THE SKY? 


TT WAS THEN THAT HE WHO MUST. 

OBEY ME AT THE EXPENSE OF HIS. 

OWN DESIRES CHANGED PLACES 

WITH HER--HE WHO MUST NOW 

HAVE REVEALED HIMSELF To 
KANG AS-- 


-- THOUGH IN ALL MY REALM, I 
HOVE BUT ONE SUBJECT. 


COME NOW AVENGERS--YOU 
WILL ALSO REMEMBER THAT 
iN ADDITION TO BEING THE 
THE MASTER OF T/ME-- 


WAITAMINNIT! 
I NEVER MADE THE 
CONNECTION 
BEFORE-- 


=-BUT ARE 
N YOU TELLING 
us--- 


Vid BY ALL THE TIME IN 

CREATION, CANNOT 
HAVE BEEN OUT- 

MANEUVERED AGAIN! 


IR THE SPACE PHANTOM WAS FORCED TO 
LIE WITHIN THE SIMULATED LIMBO OF 
IMMORTUS'S BOX UNTIL THIS ONE q 


THIS 1S A 
MEANINGLESS 


IF THERE'S ANY MINGLING GOING 
ON, THE VASION AND I WANT 
INONIT! 


~-COMPARED TO THE NEW LIFE- 
FORM WHICH WILL SOON ENTER 


TIS 34g YES, BELOVED. HUMANS: 
TRULY {DEAL BROADLY WITH LIFE, 
CLEAR ' BUT NOT DEEPLY... WHILE 
TOYOU * PLANTS DEAL GEEPLY 
THEN, ; BUT NOT BROADLY. ONE 
BELOVED. § HAS MOBILITY, THE 


OTHER MIND CONTROL, 
N\ r | 


THERE MUST BEA 
MINGLING OF THE 
TWO,FORTHE 


SO IT /S,/RON MAN. AS YZ --BND TWO IS 
A SOVEREIGN OF SORTS, 

THAD PLANNED TO wee 
SOLEMNIZE ONE 


WONDERFUL -- 
REALLY 


YET HOLD FOR OVE MORE 
MOMENT; iNMORTUS! ERE TH! 
CEREMONIES DOCOMMENCE: 


BESTOW THE HIGHEST HONOR 
IN OUR POWER TO GRANT-~ 
<A 


YOU CANNOT KNOW WHAT YOUR 
WORDS MEAN 70 THIS ONE, EVEN 
AT A TIME LIKE THIS--! 


I'M HAPPY THAT SHE'S HAPPY, 
VISION. I DION'T LIKE HER FOR 
A LONG TIME -- 


~~ BUT SHE HAS: 

HER DESTINY 

AND WE HAVE 
ours! 


THEN, WITH LIGHTENED |* 
STER THEY ADJOURN ‘ 
ONCE MORE TOTHE | 4 
TEMPLE GARDEN-— 


Sano WOMEN WHOSO LN 
SELDOM CELEBRATE 
4 ___JOY-- 


fj} | --AND THERE, TWO MEN WHO ARE. 
BM | MORE THAN MEN STAND PROUDLY 
BESIDE TWO WOMEN WHO ARE MORE: 
l AN WOMEN-- 


2 


FAREWELL, AVENGERS” --BUT SHE WILL WEVER 
THIS ONE CANNOT SAY 4 FORGE? 


THIS IS THE ENO OF LIFE. 
AS YOU HAVE AWOWN 
IT, BELOVED, HAVE YOU 
ANY REGRETS ~~ 


WONE, BELOVE! 

ONE HAS LIVED AS. 
SHE WOULD--AND 
NOW, WE TWOSHAL. 
» LIVE AS WE 


THEN, 1 ALLOW THs BODY’ 
Brveecome THe AuResr 


ein -YOU CAN ALSO. 
ACHIEVE THIS 


US, HANKEYE. WANDA 
ANOLHAVE A HONEYMOON) HOME! 


Ano somantis [ 
LEAVES THE 
AVENGERS’ LIVES, 
STILL IN MANY 
WAYS A MYSTERY... 


+ ...FOR NOW, WHEN- 
EVER THESE BEINGS 
LOOK UPON THEIR, 
GRENT, GREEN PLANET, 
THEY'LL SEE NOT. 
ONLY EARTH AND 
SKY... 


«AND MARVEL 
AT THE MANY 
#) MYSTERIES STILL 
UNPLUMBED! Ff 


THEY'LL THINK 
OF THEMSELVES IN fS 
PERSPECTIVE, AND 
REALIZE HOW SMALL 
THEY REALLY ARE... 
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ONCE. MORE, THE RPER 


CHANGETH! 

N TER 
MOONDRAGON... 
YELLOWJACKET.. 


AND THE BLUGEONING ge 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
lunited against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Stitt THE MIGHTY [MIENGERS!, 


HL, HONEY / DINNER AT 67307 
rant 


HEROES CAN'T 
CURE, THOUGH. 
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SO OKAY...NOW THAT WE'VE GOT 1 THEIR OCCUPANTS ARE STILL BLOWN OUT OF THER SKULLS BY IT! 
MARRIEO! MARRIED! MANTIS I WAS. 
EXPECTIN'--THOUGH AN INTELLIGENT 
TREE FOR A GROOM CAME OUTTA 


LEFT FIELD-- 


B 


You CAN TELL BECAUSE AS THIS 
/ENGERS 


Ave QUINJET AND TITANIA | 
SPACECRAFT BREACH MANHATTAN 
AIRSPACE... 


Fr 
a 
=H 


= 
BEN WITH THE CELESTIAL MADONNA 
DEPARTED FROM OUR ROLLING 
SPHERE, YON STAR ABOVE 
AVENGERS MANSION DOTH 
YET SHINE! 


AYE, HAWKEYE --BUT MARKEN,! 
SS 


1 GUESS We'LL 
NEVER LEARN HOW 
IT GOT THERE 


AH, BUT YOU'LL LEARN, GENTLE READER...IF 
YOU READ “THE TRIAL OF THE WATCHER" IN THE 
LATEST CAPTAIN MARVEL ~~ 


THE WISDOM IN OUR 
CHOOGING THEM AS AYEW- 
GERS IS ONCE MORE AMPLY 


\ 


I THINK YOU ANOT CAN 
SAFELY TAKE CREOIT 
FOR EVERYTHING ! 


THANK PROVIDENCE!) THEN--MS. WANDA IS 
YOU'VE RETURNED - ALL RIGHT! * 
ANO YOU HAVE MSS 


MANSKC 
IN ISH#I35, ff 
EN, 


SHE COULD BE. 
ETTER! 


ONLY THROUGH THE LOVE OF OTWERS--A 
MOTHER'S FOR HER SON, PERHAPS --OR 


AS EVER, 
ALONE! 


--YOUR WANDA WILL NEVER 
BE A GREAT WITCH, MUCH 
LESS 4 SORCERESS -~ 


\XATION FOR THE MIND, 
WELL...SO HAWKEYE'S: 


ACTUALLY QUITE ANNOYEO 
WHEN THOR TURNS TO HIM 
AND RUMBLES... 


WOW, AVENGERS, 
THERE 
BUSINESS BEFORE US! 


EEN RECORDING THE VISION ANO THE 
SCARLET WITCH BUT GONE ON HOL/DAY, 


THE LOSS OF MANT/S AND THE 
SWOROSMAN OOTH LEAVE OUR 


SPEAK FOR YOURSELF, JOHNNY 8. GOODE! I’M ON 


RIGHT NOW, TWO OF US THREE ARE ONLY 
RS DESERVE 


PART-TIMERS, THE AVE! 
A BETTER SHOWING 


RANKS SORE DEPLETED. 


I 00 RECOMMEND ~ 
WE SEEK OUT 


‘AHH, YOU JUST WANNA BE THE 
LEADER OF A B/G OL' BAND! 


YOU GUYS ALWAYS 
STICK TOGETHER, 
DON'T YOu ? 


TO WIT: I HEREBY 


ASSEMBLED! 


BUT I WARN YOU, GENTLEMEN: I SAY “Z,“ NOT “TH/S ONES 
ANO I HAVE BEEN AOVUOGED TO HAVE A DIFFERENT 
DESTINY FROM HERS. * 


FOR YOU SEE, I ACCEPT YOUR 
OFFER. I HAVE HAD My INTEREST OF US WOULD] 
REAWAKENED IN THIS, MY WATIVE of DISMAY 
PLANET>- ME, 


--AND SINCE I WISH TO REMAIN 
HERE FOR A TIME, IAM PLEASE 
TO CALL US ALLIES! 


CONFUSION 


PROPOSE MOONDRAGONV 
AS THE NEWEST AVENGER 


* BY THE COTATY, IN (ee 
GSA# 4 


BUT HERE'S SOMETHING I'M, 
CERTAIN YOU'LL JOIN ME ON! 


--ANO YOU SEE MUCH 
OF HER IN ME, 


HOWEVER, ERE WE INITIATE ANOTHER INTO OUR 

CHOSEN MIDST, F 00 HEREBY PROPOSE THAT WE 

INVITE THOSE WHO HAVE COME AND GONE _@ 
TO RETURN. = 


\ THEN, CMON, \ 
|W SONUVOOIN. LET'S cer 
iT OVER WITH BEFORE 

you BusT A GUT’ / 


SAY WE'RE 
DANY WHERE } 


’ 


THOR, THE FINE FOOL'S GOLD OF STARK VELVET 


MORNING SEEMS TO LIGHT THE MOTTLED 
TAPESTRY OF DES/RE AND DISASTER THAT COMPRISES 
THE LEGEND OF L/FE FOR My PEOPLE AND MYSELF IN 
THIS HIDDEN, HALF-SLUMBERING NATION-STATE WE PROUDLY 

PROCLAIM WAKAWOA, 


| 


THIS DOTH BODE “4, 


<I 
BUT THE AMBER EYES OF 
REASON WIDEW AS MAUVE, 
SHADOWS OF REGRET CREEP 
ACROSS ALL THE OUTSIDE 
WORLOSCAPE, AND SCREAM | 
THE BLEEDING NEED FOR 
PANTHER'S PRESENCE 


YOU KNOW MY FEELINGS 
REGARDING MY SISTER AND 
THAT ANDROIO -= 


== YET, YOU INFORM ME 
OF THEIR MARRIAGE 
ANO ASK ME TO LEAVE 
MY WIFE BECAUSE OF 
iF IN THE SAME 
BREATH! 


AT THIS TIME, 


ENCOURAG- 
ING, 


ARE YOU MAD, 
THUNDER GOD? 


I HAD NOT EXPECTED 
SUCCESS OF AN 
INSTANT-- 


+-YET, MEITHER DID I 


SECURITY 


STARK'S 


BEING AN 


EXPECT SUCH VEHEMENCE } AVENGER'S: 


WITH THE FAILURE. 


CAP. * 


-- 50 YOU SAID, WHEN YOU WERE THE 
| WOMAD, THAT YOU'D BE BACK AFTER 
FINISHIN’ OFF THE SERPENT SQUAG, 


WAITING IN THE: 
WINGS. 


I'LL HAVE To TAKE 
ANOTHER RAINCHECK, 
S 


WELL, WE'RE IT'S A WAY OF Z/FE, AND YOU 
NOT TONY HAVE TO BE WILLING TO DEVOTE 
ALOT OF TIME TO IT. NOT 

EVERYONE CAN OO 


--5O WE THOUGHT, 
MAYBE YOU ANO 
DAREDEML HAD 
WORKEO OUT YOUR 


~-BUT IF IM GONNA WORK UP 


YEAH, THIS AIN'T THE DEFENDERS 
WITH PEOPLE POPPIN! INAND OUT. 
I TRIED THAT TRIP--* 


ANY TEAM SPYRIT, I HAVE 


LOVE LIFE, 
TASHA. 


BUT WE'RE NOT 
READY TO BREAK 
(7 UP AS YET. 


IRON MAN, YOU HAVE WO/DEA 
HOW WRONG YOU ARE! IF ANY- 
THING, WE'RE MORE CONFUSED, 

THAN EVER, 


LISTEN, I 
WY KNow WHO 


--THUS, SINCE THOU HAST BEEN AT LOOSE ENDS OF +-THUS, JANET, I 00 ASSUME 
LATE, HERCULES... THAT THOU AND HANK WILL. 
ALSO WISH TO RETAIN YOUR, 
AND THERE SHALL I REMAIN, THUNDER GOD. LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 
I HAVE ENJOYED MYSELF HUGELY SINCE I 
HAVE ONCE MORE TROD THIS WORLD-- 


“AND I NURTURE 
NO DESIRE TO LIMIT” 
MY FREEDOM OF 

ACTION WOW, 


WO! IN FACT, Z WAS ABOUT 
A A TO GET IN TOUCH WITH YOU. 


MY BULLHEADED BETTER-HALF BuZzeDV - MARRIAGE : A WO7-UN COMMON STATE OF AFFAIRS-- 
OFF WITH THE DEFENDERS AND EVEN THESE DAYS-- AMONG SUPER-HEROES. 


LEFT ME BEHIND AWHILE BACK--+_, WASP iS. =o WX 
of GETTING 
wORED JUST 
SITTING AROUND My 


ON HER ASSETS. 
I'D LIKE To GO 
ADVENTURING 


WONDERFUL,! 
YET HOW 
CANST THOU BE 
CERTAIN HANK 
WILL JOIN 
THEE? 


PLEASE, GOLDILOCKS! 
OURS IS A HAPPY 
MARRIAGE-- 


WANDA, I FEEL 
ABSURD! 


IN MY ENTIRE 
LIFE, IVE NEVER 
EVEN THOUGHT OF 
WEARING A BATHING 
SUIT, OR OF GOING 
SWIMMING ! 


THING, DBRLING -- AS 

YOU SHOULD KNOW 
BETTER THAN 
ANYONE |! 


BESIDES, Yt 
LOOK GORGEOUS! 


WELL, L DON'T FEEL GORGEOUS: Ir 


FEEL EMBARZASS SEO THERE'S 


> " J] NO ONE 
WHAT IF SOMEONE | f 
SHOULD SEE ME 
LIKE THIS ? 


THIS BEACH, 
DARLING... 


ANYWHERE 
NEAR 


THE NATIVES AGREED TO STAY AWAY TO MAKE UP 
FOR TRYING TO SACRIFICE ME WHEN WE WERE 
HERE BEFORE, REMEMBER? * 


(YOU'RE JUST OFF-BALANCE 


BECAUSE YOU'RE STARTING 
OUT ON A WEW LIFE, UNLIKE 
ANY YOU OR THE ORIGINAL 


HUMAN Aa HAVE EVER 


at if 
--AREN'T YOU. 
DARK EYES ? _y/ 


a | 


IN ANSWER, THE SYNTHEZOID SETS HIS MOUTH IN A 
STERN LINE... BUT THEN, ONE CORNER OF IT 
TWITCHES, AND TURNS UP... 


«ANDO HE TURNS TO HIS BRIDE AND PULLS 
HER CLOSE, TO HIDE HIS TENDER SM/LE... 


ss AND ONLY THEIR 
SENSES EVER GO | 
SWIMMING. 


POSSIBLES... 
lee 


MEANWHILE... 
I OON'T. 


THE HULK. I/D NEAR FORGOT | 
THAT HE STOOD WITH US WHEN 
WE DID FOUND THE AVENGERS, 
IRON MAN. HOW MUCH HATH 
CHANGED SINCE TWAT DAY. 


TWO ACCEPTANCES, 


a. MAYBE E/GHT; IF YOU 
COUNT THE HULIC=-WHICH 
OUT OF SEVEN 


WELL, YOU KNOW 


WHY, DON'T YOU? 


firs ALL THE OTHER GROUPS THAT HAVE SPRUNG 
UP SINCE THEN: THE X-MEN, THE DEFENDERS, 
THE INHUMANS! = 


\ Uf WE'RE NOT THE OWLY 
4 eae (N TOWN 


=-AND IN ADOITION, BEIN! 
A SOLO SUPER-STAR IS A 


= 
IF YOU'RE SAYING THAT BEING AN 


AVENGER |S OUT OF STYLE, MISTER- 


SURE! WE'RE THEOLD GUARD 
AFTER ALL THESE YEARS! IT'S EASY 
TO TAKE US FOR GRANTED. f 


ME, YOU HANOSOME 
BRUTE! THE MODERN 


AMERICAN TINKERBELL 
FA —— or HERSELF! 
OH, Z DON'T KNOW, 
CLINT. YOUR BIG BROWN 
EYES STILL KNOCK 


HOW ABOUT YOUR NAME- 
CHANGIN, SIZE-CHANGIN'OLO FROM FIGHTING THE LUNATIC 
FLESH, BIG BOY. \_MAW FOR ONE, LADY? LEGION IN CHICAGO * AND 
WHO ELSE COULD if DISCOVERED THAT THE 
MICROBE WHICH TRAPPED 
US AT AN7+S/ZE TWO 
YEARS AGO** IS STILL 


IN HANK'S L000, 


+-SO T HAD TOLET 
HIM IN BEHIND ME. 


IN SURPRISE 
AGAIN; PEOPLE-- 


SKMARVEL FEATURE # 4,60. 
-- BECAUSE YOU HAVE ANOTHER HANK PYM, YOU OLD SOW OF A GUN! 
UNEXPECTED V/S/TOR-~ HOW ARE YOU, FELLA? 


SO THE DEFENDERS 
LET YOU GO AFTER ALL!* 


AND GO AS YOU PLEASE WITH 
THEM -- THINK YA STILL GOT 
WE BOTH SPLIT THE AYENGERS, THE OLD STUFF, FAL? 
JUST LIKE A CERTAIN ARCHER TO DO OUR OWN THING, AND WE ~ 
Y, 


WHO FOUGHT ON THEIR SIDE IN THE 07H DRIETED IN WITH THAT 
AVENGERS-DEFENDERS CLASH, BUT 

WOW SPENDS & LOT OF TME PUTTING, 

THEM BOHN, FEM WHEE: TOVER- 


THE DEFENDERS DIDN'T LET ME --ARE YOU LOOKIN' FOR A Al? 
GO," SHELLHEAD. YOU CAN COME SCONE ST Neer: Y} 
ul ? 


Lan 


AND EVEN IF THE LIFE OF A RESEARCH WHICH HALTS ALL FUNCTIONS IN LIVING 
SCIENTIST HAS SLOWED ME. DOWN A T/SGUE, FOR AS LONG AS I CHOOSE-- 
LITTLE; |T LET ME INVENT THIS 

CELLULAR OISRUPTOR GUN-- 


--AND WORKS PARTICULARLY 
WELL WHEN STUNNING HOT: HEADED 
BOWMEN! 


SORRY, CLINT, BUT I DIDN'T FEELY- --BUT I HAVE TO TELL YOU, THOR, THAT 
LIKE PROVING MYSELF IN SOME T'VE COME TO LIKE A LIFE OF RESEARCH, 
MOCK COMBAT RIGHT NOW-- AND IF IT WERE SOLELY UP TOME, I'D 
f OPT FOR SPENDING MOST OF MY 
TIME ON THAT, 


ay 
N y 

THEN WE 00 THANK 

THEE FOR THY 

SACRIFICE -= 

Yan too J, 
ME YOU NEEDED 

A QUORUM, AND gy 
SHE NAS GCING, Ss 


"THOUGH THOU COULOST HAVE ALLOWED } 
THY WIFE TO COME ALONE, y 


NO, SMILES HENRY PYM, PH.D.,“JAN AND I ARE A 
TEAM, WE'RE NOT TOGETHER ALL THE TIME, 
CERTAINLY, BUT I WOULON’T WANT TO BE APART 
FROM HER FOR ANY GREAT WHILE" 


“HE'S HELPLESS WITHOUT ME, 
YOU KNOW,“ ADDS JAN IN A 
STAGE WHISPER.’ THE BIG BOOB 


BOY, THAT DOES IT!| |--THE BLACK KNIGHT! 


WE'VE ALREADY 
GOT ONE NEW 
AVENGER TODAY, 
AND NOW YOU WANT: 
TO CALL CENTRAL 
CASTING! 

iS <| 
WELL, J, FOR ONE; 
DON'T APPROVE! 
THERE'S STILL ONE 

MORE FORMER 

AVENGER WE HAVEN'T 


CONTACTED-- 


N ANY EVENT, WE ARE BOTH HERE-~ 

EVEN THOUGH WE/THER OF US 

UNDERSTANOS WHY YOU'RE SO 
HUNG UP ON THE PAST. 

(FALL THE OTHER Y 

O40 AVENGERS 

ARE BUSY-- 


Pr 
HE MAY BE IN THE 
TWELFTH CENTURY *--BUT 
WE'RE SURE AS HECK NO 
STRANGERS TO 7/ME TRAVEL, 
ANY MORE-- 


ACCESS TO 
DR.DOOM'S 


TIME 
MACHINE! 
** 


--00 WHAT WE 


PAST ?* 


DID WHEN WE PICKED 

UP THIS GUY AND 

FINO SOME WEW 
AVENGERS! 


JUST PUT OUT THE WORD 
THAT YOU'RE LOOKING/ 


NOW LET US SPEAK 
OF “PUTTING OUT 
THE WORO." 


YOU 00 WHAN 
YOU WANT TO DO. 
2M GOING AFTER 
THE BLACK KMIGHT- 


*SINCE DEFENDERS # ||. ** LAST SEEN 
IN AVENGERS SPECIAL # 2. N. 


EXPLANATION FOR THE 

THUNDER GOD'S TELEW/SION 
APPEAL, THAT BEING THE 
CASE, WE MIGHT AS WELL 
SKIP AHEAD TO THE RESULTS, 


AYE, MOONDRAGON. TIS DESERTED DUE To THE 


“TWILL PROVIDE AN 
EXCELLENT AREWA TO 
TEST THOSE WHO COME 
IN RESPONSE TO OUR 

ANNOUNCEMENT=-AND 

A FINE TEST IN AND 

OF ITSELF -- 


<F 
<FOR ONLY THOSE Ned 
POSSESSED OF SKILL 
AND DETERMINATION 
CAN REACH US HEREIN. 


DON'T LOOK WOW, 
BUT L THINK WE 
HAVE OUR FIRST 
CUSTOMER | 


WHO /S 

HE? I OON'T 
RECOGNIZE 
HIM IN THAT 
OVER ~ 
COAT! 


OF You! 


WHO AM I ? DON'T PLAY OUMG, \ |--FOWARD G. 

YOU MUGGS, OR L'LL HAVETA 

SEND SOME Cag BOYS AROUND, mé-- 
SEE? 


THAT'S RIGHT! 


ROBINSON! IT CAN'T BE, BUT 


STUNNED S/LENCE CLUTCHES THE FIVE AVENGERS, 
AS THEY BOGGLE AT THE GREAT--BUT LATE--ACTOR 
STANDING THERE LIMNED IN SILVER MOONLIGHT. IS 
THIS THE SUPERNATURAL, LIKE THE SWORDS — 
MAN'S RESURRECTION ? 


Lf {\ 
oS) ou 
eae | 


HIYA, KIDS! 
HIVA! HIYA! 


GOOD LORD! 
T'S --ITIS-= 


THE VERY SAME--WELL, 
A LITTLE OLOER AND A 
LOT WISER, MAYBE-- 


"HOLD! SPEAK NOT OF 
THY SECRET IDENTITY! 

WE DO NOT REQUIRE 
SUCH DISCLOSURES! 


--BUT IT /S MORE THAN LIKELY 

ME, COME TO MAKE OUT AN 

APPLICATION \N HOPES OF 

MAKING THE TEAM, JUST 
UKE YOU ASKED, 


IL USEDTO 
BE AN X-MAN-~ 


“THAT WAS WHEN I LOOKED 
HUMAN--AND WAS ENTIRELY 


WHAT WITH MY ANTHROPOID ARMS 
AND £ 


*BuT NONE OF THAT, 
APPARENTLY WAS MEANT 
JO LAST FOREVER. BEING 
AN X-MAN WAS BEING 
A STUDENT, ANO IN 


TIME WE ALL HAD TO 
GRADUATE. 


“T MOVED ON, TO PURSUE MY EXPERIMENTS IN 
GENETIC MUTATION AT THE BRAND CORPORA- 
TION, UNDER MY MAIDEN NAME OF HANK M°COY.- 


IT'S COOL, THUNDER GOD-- 


IT'S COOL. IT DOESN'T 
MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE TO 
ME, BECAUSE I DON'T 
HAVE ANOTHER 
IDENTITY ANY MORE-- 


~- SECRET OR 
OTHERWISE. 


THAT'S THE PARTI WAS 


BEEN WITH THE 


ACROSS A SPY PLOT 
WHICH I NATURALLY 
FIGURED TO 
FIGHT! * 


THE TROUBLE WAS, HANK 
MECOY'S ABNORMAL BODY 
WAS WELL-KNOWN BY THEN, 
SO SIMPLY SLIPPING ON A 


COSTUME WOULON'T BE 
ENOUGH OF A DISGUISE. 


TOO QUICKLY, I DECIDED 
TO MAKE USE OF MY 
EXPERIMENTAL FORMULA 
FOR THE CHEMICAL CAUSE 
OF MUTAI 


* AMAZING '770N-- 


ADVENTURES #Il-L 


“AND I MUTATED THE 
MUTANT MAW-- 


“ONLY LATER DID I DISCOVER THAT 
IT COULDN'T CHANGE BACK--THAT I 
WAS TRAPPED IN THIS FORM 
| FOREVER! 


“ AT FIRST I WAS HORRIFIED, OF COURSE, I TRIED EVERY- 
THING I COULD THINK OF TO MAKE BELIEVE I COULO GO ON 
THE WAY I HAD BEEN--EVEN TO THE POINT OF WORKING UP 


RUBBER MASKS AND GLOVES SO I COULD FASS FOR 
HANK MECOY- 


tee BUT EVENTUALLY, (T ALL 

GOT 100 HEAVY. I HAD TO 

DROP OUT OF SIGHT AND 

COME TO TERMS WITH MY 
NEW SELF-- 


“J LET TIME PASS HOWEVER IT 
WANTED, T WATCHED OLD MOWES, 
READ SOME CASTANEDA, LISTENED 
" Z TO STEWE WONDER, AND, BY AND 
AFTER A WHILE, I FOUND HAD A [iy LARGE, PUT MY CRUEL FATE OUT OF 
PERSPECTIVE ON THINGS, WITHOUT [ig MY MINE, 
MY EVEN WORKING ST IT." : : 


I FIGURED THAT THIS WAS WHAT I AM NOW, SO I tis 
MIGHT AS WELL MAKE THE BEST OF IT, THAT INCLUDES Ualeish I HOPE , 
REALIZING THAT AVY MASK I WEAR, EVEN HANK YOULL LIKE 

MCCOY'S, IS ONLY PRETEND ~~ A 


--S0 I CAN ARETEND TO I ALSO REALIZED ONE 
BE ANYBODY I WANT! MORE THING--VERY 


YOU SHOULD SEE MY SURPRISING: -~ 
BOGART! 


-- I LIKE SUPER-HEROING, 
AND E LIKE IT WITH A GROUA, 


HE'S INTHE UPPER \_4 
NER! THERE--\N THE 
SHADOWS 


=-A GAME YOU WILL PLAY AGAINST THESE 
HOVER-MINES I MASSED INVISIBLY AROUND 


YOU WHILE YOU CWATTEREO! 


AS I RENOER THEM 
VISIBLE, NOTE THEIR 
VAST NUMBER- 


SEAT IN THE “GRAND- 
STAND" TO WATCH A 
GAME PLAYED 
BEFORE ME—~ 


TO A HEIGHT OF FIFTY YARDS, 


THE SPORT IG THAT ONLY ONE IN 
FIVE !S ARMED -~ 


‘BUT EACH OF 
YOU SIX HAVE SYX MINUTES" THOSE CONTAINS 
TO REACH A DISARMAMENT UNEARTHLY 
LEVER BEYONO THE MINES, \S 
FOR THEN T SHALL DETONATE 


HIS WEAPONRY 
POWER! 
EVERYTHING MANUALLY, 


IS MIGHTY 


=-SO IT MUST 
NEEDS BE THE 


AS DOT, BEAST! 


MJOLNIR WILL FOLLOW A DIRECT 
COURSE, WHICH I CAN ALTER BUT 
LITTLE -~ 


+* COMPELLING 

ME, THEREFORE, 

TO STRIKE EVERY 
MINE IN MY 


STILL, MOST OF THEM ARE : 
HARMLESS, AND AS AN (MMORTAL ~~ 


GOOD LORD! HE MY ARMOR'S ALMOST BUT WO--HE CAN'T RESIST 
COULDN'T TAKE \T! Z AS STRONG AS HIS } CHALLENGE! 50 NOW, 
HE'S DOWN! SKIN, AND T GO HAVE 
MANEUVERABILITY.! 


“THE MINES ARE DRIFTING-- DISTURBED BY THE -- AND SHOCK GIVES: THE TWO STRONGEST 
EXPLOSION!" THOSE WORDS ARE ON HISTIGHTENEDLIPS.. | | WAY TO ONE BREATH-|\ AVENGERS--OOWN ALMOST 
LESS VOICE. BEFORE WE GOT 
STARTED! 


‘SS nt 
> BUT Hi THAT'S GOING 
eee ) 70 BE A TOUGH 

a acT 70 FOLLOW! 


IRON MAN OROPS LIKE SO MUCH SCRAP /RON-- SN 


THOSE MINES ARE BOBBING \4q 7 RELAX, NOW! I WAS THE ONE 
AROUND LIKE CORKS . BUT YOU SHOULON'7, TURE = 
OUT THERE ! BECAUSE YOU'D HAVE i) 
TO SHIINK=- Ba eae | oY 
N y fom A . | 


OLAS 


ARE MOVING FAST 
COMPARED TO MY 


SPEED! 
= 


ae HARO TO 
Og DODGE-- 


7 


~-BUT THER! 
BE NO MORE 
e 


E MUST % 
@ WASTE! 4 
Il USELESS! He IS HEEDLESS OF MJ 
HIS PERSOWAL SAFETY! q) 


ANO NOW, BEAST, YOU 
ANOS. MUST THINK THIS 
THROUGH DISPASS/ONATELY, 
BEFORE ANY MORE HASTY 
ACTION |S ATTEMPTED ! 


--AND OVER AND UNDER Ye 
AND AROUND-- 


@ THATS RIGHT, 


~-AND I ALWAYS COME UP 
WITH THE SAME ANSWER! 


“O; 


BEAST NOW, 
MOONSHINE, WITH 
EYESIGHT FAR, 
SHARPER THON 


HAVE BEEN 
THINKING IT 


THE STRANGER 

HAS US RUNNING 

THIS MOVABLE MAZE 
LIKE RATS~~ 


--SO MAYBE AN AN/MAL HE LOPES FORWARD IN HIS NORMAL CROUCH, CAUTIOUSLY-- ] 
CAN SUCCEED WHERE x 


ce atc Pc. 
FAILED! \) . 


--AND THROWS HIMSELF INTO A 

NEVER-ENDING SERIES OF 

TWISTS AND TURNS EXECUTED 

ALMOST AS FAST AS MOON- 

ORAGON'S TITAN-TRAINED SENSES 
CAN RECORD THEM! 


HE CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN LAID 

BACK, BUT THERE IS NO WITCH IN 

THE SMOOTH RHYTHM OF HIS MOTION!) 

NO UNCERTAINTY IN HIS CHOICE OF 
ROUTE! 


-- AND THOUGH MOONDRAGON EARNED HER TITLE AS TITAN'S FOREMOST 
FEMALE ATHLETE, SHE SEES ITALL WITH SILENT AWE! 7 


I THINK I'M GOING TO HAVE A IRON MAN'S, 
TERMINAL CASE OF JELLIED Ji, ALWE! YEA, AND THOR 
F AS WELL-~ 


--DESPITE YN 
HIS UNDER- 


BUT JAW--JAN WON'T NOT LIKE A MAN, 

WAKE UP/ I CAN BARELY 3] YELLOWJACKET-- 

FIND HER PULSE! BUT LIKE THAT 
WHICH I AM TO 


OFFERED ME 
AMUSEMENT, BUT 
NOT THE ANTIC/FATED 

PLEASURE OF THE 
AVENGERS! DEATHS-" 


YOU SOLELY TO 
RECTIFY 
MATTERS! 


Ox 10, BUT YOU WILL. HAVE TO PROVE YOUR 
AS SUPERIORITY ON THAT SCORE, ALIEN ! 
S / £7 ~ 


HE WILL! THERE'S 
NO DOUBT OF IT! 


FROM WHAT SHE 
SHOWED US IN THE 
THANOS-WAR* 
THE GIRLS GOOD, 
BUT SHE'S OUT- 


WHICH ENDED IN. O 
CAPTAIN MARVEL WE MUST NEEDS CHARGE THE CHURL--NOW, 
3. WHILE THE PRIESTESS YET HOLDETH HIM AT BAY. 


WRETCHED FEMALE! 
YOU TRY MY 
PATIENCE! 


I HAVE A SHE HOTH ORIVEN 
BETTER PLAN! HENCE! 


YOU HAVE NOT a 
FINISHED WITH THE 
STRANGER! 


IANK PYM RESPONDS, BUT NOT TO AN EMPTY SKY. THE 
OTHERS ONLY STARE, 


FORM IN HANK PYW’S: 
ARMS MAY WELL 
CHANGE 


SOON 
DECEPTIVE TALLY. 


& 

? mee \ a 
NEXT! WHAT'S YOUR OPINION ON THESE NEW AVENGERS ? WE'D LIKE To 
HEAR FROM YOU. OH, AND BY THE WAY-- 


THINGS ARE SELDOM WHAT THEY SEEMS | Sezai 


}EG/NNING. 


ces 


BARTH'S MIGHTIEST HEROES! 


h ae y, 


STRANGER ir I Se 
STRANGE MAN! = —— 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Sie. THE MIGHTY AVENGERS! 


S.ENGLEHART i GEORGE TUSKA 7 VINNIE C. T CHARLOTTE J, LETTERING | LEN WEIN 
STORY PENCILS INKS G.ROUSSOS, coLoRIST | EDITOR 


LIGHTNING CRACKS THE MIONIGHT. SKIES, AS A 
GRIM GROUP OF SLIPERHLIMANS STALK FROM 


JAN PYM, THE WASP, HAS BEEN 
GRAVELY INJURED BY THE SINISTER, 
SELE-STYLED STRANGER... AND 
THE DOCTORS ARE WITH HER NOW, 
A315 HER HUSBAND, HANK, 


BUT THOR ALREADY. 

KNOWS THE DIAGNOSIS, 

FOR HE, TOC, KNOWS 

THE SKILLS OF A HEALER. fits 
| HE HAS TOLD NO ONE-- 


--BUT SHE may TEAK ) 
NOT LAST THE 23) 3 
a 
7, 


0 


f EEL, THOSE: eure Ww = 
GETTIN’ WEIRD, <a = 
HARRY / NOW THEY’VE GOT ¥ 
hy —re 7 Aret Goria! Kg 


SAM REUTHER, VV =-AND THE MIGHTY AVENGERS SHALL 
FROM CBS, \ ‘ BRING Hi TO BAY FOR 7! 

THOR! WHAT'S . Jj | \’ 
THE WORD ON " MW ¢ spi gitn 

THE WASP P y 


/ _ALL IT MAY \ 
SAY 1S THAT NOT AS 


i NY YET. FIRST | 
INJURED BY MUST THERE 
THE STRANGER-. \ 


Na 


WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE THEY'RE HERE FOR? 
\ 


THE RADIO HAD 
\( some BULLETIN AM 


WHO CARES WHY 
\\ THEY'RE HERE? 


AW, COOL IT, YA OLD WITCH! 
1 WANNA KNOW WHO THOSE TWO 
FREAKS WITH 'EM ARE! 

I DON'T COTTON TO. Vy 


THE GORILLA MYSELF, 
eh 
: N. 


fy 
BITSY. 
y WHAT ABOUT THe F y 
WA CROWD! ASKS REUTHER I 
7 FF -HANDEDLY. THOR SAYS 
HEY, LET'S GET OU77A HERE! JD 1 TW | NOTHING. 


ALL AT ONCE--] 3 LET'S GO, AVENGERS, RIGHT WHY, JAM'S IN CRITICAL CONDITION! THE 
NOW! WE'VE GOT WORK ONLY REASON SHE'S NOT DEAD IS BECAUSE 
TO DO! i SHE WAS TINY AND IN M/D-A/R WHEN THE 
STRANGER'S MINE BLEW ! THE FIRST SHOCK, 
WAVE HURLED HER AWAY FROM THE 
EPICENTER ! 


THAT WAY, MISSING MOST ; 
OF THE BLAST-- 
\/ n)/ 


--SHE MAY NOT LAST) y GET IN! THEY'RE DOING 
TILL MORMING/ / ALL THEY CAN FOR HER, 
AND THERE'S NO MIRACLE 
DOCTOR THIS TIME! * 


EI NA 
SIMILAR SITUATION INR 
AVENGERS #14--LEN-}S 


DRIVE TO AVENGERS VM! 2 soul 
OUR QUINJET, MANSION!" \ BY NOW! 
aE \ 


LICENSED } MISTER, AND OUR 
d WHERE'S 
" ms i A) HAWKEYE, 
LY BLAST (f ? 


La 


wa= fun 


Ra THAT'S RIGHT! WITH TIME 
TRAVEL, EVEN A TRIP TO THE 
. TWELFTH CENTURY-- 


--COULD END UP BACK AT THE 
TIME IT BEGAN/ EVEN IF THE 
BLACK KNIGHT GOT HIM (=~ 
VOLVED IN SOMETHING, HE 
SHOULDN'T S7/LL BE GONE! 


-- FOR SUDDENLY, A 
FORCE GRIPS THEM 4 


“UNMISTAKABLY THE STRANGERS, BUT M 
STRONGER THAN IN HIS PREVIOUS ATTACK ! 


BUT HER EYES WIDEN IN 
AMAZEMENT AS SHE 
SEES WHO CAW/ 


WEATHERS: 
THE MIND- 
STORM 


IT WHETHER TEMPEST TOSSED 


VOICE LOS7 TO THE GALE 


“HURLING HIS DEFIANCE INA BOOMING LZ <2 


4 OR TRIUMPHANT, EVERY PERSON 
IN THE ROOM SEES A LOOMING, 
LOVELY FACES 


WANDA THE STRANGER DIO SEEK OUT OUR 
KNOWLEDGE OF HER LOCATION! 

YOU BET CHUM, RED 

RYDER! AND AFTER WHAT 


HE TRIED WITH US, WE 
KNOW WHYS 


YOU'D BETTER GET 

ON THE HORN TO 
WANDA AND THE 
VISION, PRONTOL 


THAT'S JUST /77 BEAST! 
HE CNN FINO our 
FR 


BUT THAT MEANS HE'S STILL 
LOOKING FOR THEM-~ 


A DECOY, YOU THINK ? 
TAKE OFF LIKE WE WERE 
GOING TO WARW THEM? 


OF COURSE! THEY'RE ON THEIR... HONEYMOON! Jil 


EKACTLY!/ AND WHEN HE SHOWS UP TO DO HIS 
OIRTY WORK... 


NO, ON SECOND THOUGHT, IT WON'T WASH, 
WHAT IF HE DOESN'T SHOW, AND JUST 
USES ANOTHER MIND- BLAST? 


THEN SOME 
OF US 

COULD TRACK 

HIS POWER TO 


SURE! MOONDRAGON 
AND. CAN TAKE THE 


NAY, OLD FRIEND. THOU ART NEEDED 
HERE, TO OPERATE ANTHONY STARK’S 


DEVICES. 


THOU HAST BEEN TOO LONG 
WITH THINE EMPLOYER, IRON 
MAN. THOU POST LOVE THE LADIES 
NEAR AS MUCH AS HE* 


MAYBE SO-- BUT WHY 
DOES MOONGRAGON 
ey WITH YOUR GROUP? 


[Fr THOR KNOWS HIS FRIEND'S SECRET \OENTITY. mek, 


THOR'S SMILE WIDENS, "BECAUSE I BE AVENGERS’ 
CHAIRMAN... 


“AND “TIS MY JUDGMENT THAT SHE} 
BE BETTER SUITED FOR THIS BATTLE 
THAN THE BEAST. 


E 


THE STRANGER ACTUAL- 
CONFRONTS YOU, 
ITTERS YELLOWJACKET, 
HINK TLL STAY WITH 
IRON MAN AT THE I 
| TRACKING MacniNe.’ || 


fi wine 


"RIGHT ON!" RUMBLES IRON 
MAN.“HE KNOWS WHERE THE 
ACTION'S GOING TO BE. 


“FIE ONT!" GROWLS THOR...ANO SO IT GOES... 


IT DOES NOT PLEASE 


-DO YOU WOT THUNDER GOD? 
IF I BE IN THE RIGHT, 


AS I WAS IN 7H/S 


ME TO BE HAGGLED 
UA OVER LIKE A SERVING 
rh! 


GIR 


DID BUT SPORT 
WITH EACH OTHER, | 
AS COMRADES: 


T STRIVE To AVOID 
FEAR AT ALL TIMES, 
THOR. 


~rALBEIT A 
COMELY 
ONE! 


GOOD, FOR WHATE ER 
MAY BEFALL THIS DAY-- 


FASCINATING... THE 
THUNDER GOD TOA 
WARRIOR RACE! 


HE 1S NOTHING LIKE 
THE DEMI-GODS OF TITAN * 
IVE LEFT BEHIND 

FOR EARTH, 


IDO NOT BELIEVE 
T SHALL L/KE THIS 
AVENGER. 


x LL, 

* OF CAPTAIN MARVEL 

AND--SOON--WARLOCK 
FAME.--L 


MANY ARE THE THOUGHTS. 
OF THOR AT THIS MOMENT 


YET, YOUR TONE DENOTES 


NO TREPIDATION, 
AVENGER--ONLY =f 
ANTICIPATION! 


EASY, MISTER! 
I KWOW YOU'RE 
UPSET, BUT DON'T 


TAKE {T OUT ON 
Me! 


THAT'S 
B WHAT HAS ME 
[2 WORRIED! 


‘oe f 

e i 

~-AND THEY'VE BEEN INA/GH, 
GEAR EVER SINCE [MET 
THEM! L HOPE THERE'S ROOM 
AMONGST THE SUPER-STARS... 


¢ 
By THE AUTHORITIES SAY 

THAT THIS ISLAND IS JM 
) DESERTED! 


iT DOTH SEEM A LIKELY 
LAIR FOR A HONEYMOON, 
HOWEVER-- 


DAWA) OVER THE FLORIDA Kt 


--SO OUR BAIT SHOULD 
ATTRACT THE SPIDER, WHILE 
ENDANGERING WO ONE. 


YOU HOPELESS FOOLS / 
THIS TIME YOU SHAN'T 


SURVIVE THE WRATH 
OF THE ehekoneni= f 


BUT WAIT! 
I FEEL-- 


JUST AS WE THOUGHT: THERE'S . GIVE ME 
A POWER BEAM LOCKED ON THAT A MINUTE TO 
ISLAND FROM SOMEWHERE / TRIANGULATE ==!) 


ALL THE AVENGERS SHALL JO 
FALL BEFORE ME--FIRST 
YOU TWO, THEN THE 
SCARLET WITCH 
ANO THE ViS/OW,! 


FOOL/ IN ~- YOU MUST FIRST J HOW CAN YOU TELL THE REAL BUT DO YOU NOT FIND IT CUR/OUS 


ORDER TO FIND ME! FROM THE REPLICA? THAT HE HAS NOT ATTEMPTED A 
INJURE THE MIND-BLAST NOW, AVENGER? 
STRANGER-- 
= a, ig REAL HERE) 
pe, ( ! 
a vag f wey 
i | ea INGSa 
S - a 
j 
AY 
af ge 
e: |, 
THOU HAST ATTEMPTED Le 


TO AMAZE ME THUS \ 


BEFORE, VILLAIN!* \ 
by \ \. 
j 


c 


f hy 


* IN THOR #178. --L. 


Naa \( THAT'S GOT IT--AND IT COULDN'T, THE POWER BEAM IS COMING DOWN 
BE ANYSTICK/ER ! FROM THE JONOSPHERE-- ONE 
clasibedlls HUNDRED MILES UP! 


NOTHING I CAN SAY OR DO 

WILL SLOW THAT MANIAC INO HE'S GOING TO 
DOWN! HE'S BEEN RACING }) BURN OUT IF HE 
HIS MOTOR SINCE THE DOESN'T FIND SOME 
MOMENT VAN FELL-- RELEASE REAL 


IT WAS You WHO V7 LD, ON THE OTHER HAND, WAS VHRR | OH? ANO WHY WOULD ANY- 
DROVE ME AWAY 7 UNABLE TO CONFRONT THEE \ ONE DESIRE His BREATH 
LAST NIGHT, WHEN LAST WE MET, VILLAIN-~ TO BE CRUSHED FROM HIS 
WOMAN ! ' STRAINING LUNGS ?. 


I DO PRAY THAT 
Z ENCOUNTER 
THE REAL ONE! 


INSTRUCTORS 
ENTITLED ME, “IF 1T BROUGHT HIM TO THE 
MOONDRAGON! PROPER OISTANCE =~ 


|--FRom WHICH TO --AND CONTINUES THROUGH 
STRIKE! Z| A SUDDENLY SHADOWY STRANGER! 


| , 


THE HAMMER, THOR SPINS HEAD OVER] 
SIZZLES HEELS, HIS MOMENTUM 
THROUGH THE AIR-- Z SENDING HIM FLYING S 


"TWAS NAUGHT 
BUT A PHANTOM, 
AFTER AL! 


SS --Tuat FAM THE TRUE RNY 
STRANGER! YES/ \ 


\E 


THIS MOONDRAGON 
MUST SCAMPER LIKE 4 
MOONMOUSE, DESPITE 

Y ALL HER BRAVADO / 


F NNICE. CAN VANGUISH ELEPHANTS 
ON SARTH, SO THEY SAy-- 


--AND THIS MOUSE 
KNOWS HOW TO BRING 
THE GRANDEST 
OPPONENT TO 
HIS KNEES-- 


; BRE 
\ SAN 
SNR 


NX / v8”... 000, GREED--AND YET YOU PUZZLE ME, 
MOONDRAGON. ALIEN! THE FIRST TIME YOU ATTACKED-- 
LAST MGHT--YOUR MIND POWER 
E SEEMED LIMITED! 


THEN, IN 
> fa AVENGERS MANSION, 
YOU WERE CLOSE TO 
OMNIPOTENT! 


ND NOW, : 
YOU SEEM ALTOGETHER} jf) 


SEREFT OF 
PSYCHIC-STRENGTH ! 


WHY, STRONGER? ¥ < 

I CANNOT REST HE WiLL NOT TELL THEE, WOMAN ! 3, 

UNTIL I KNOW THOU MUST FORCE THE STRANGER'S, 
Way! b SECRETS! 


IMPERIOUSLY, AS IF THROWING 
ASIDE 4 CLOAK, THE PRIESTESS OF 
TITAN DISCARDS ALL SEMBLANCE OF 
NORMA; 


RAW, RAGING ENERGIES 
RIPPLE FROM HER SHA\ 
SKULL--SOME VisiaLen 


--UNLESS THIS, 
700, WAS A REPLICA! 


UNLESS THE STRANGER WY 
WAS NEVER TRULY Ss Yly 
ERE AT ALL! 
AT ALL is y (Mn, 
GOTH OF HIS FORMS) = ee 
WERE ILLUSION / iM 


BOTH OF THEM ? THEN-- Wy YES, HENRY NX 
HE DID ATTACK FROM My = PYKA IS ALSO 


ANOTHER PLACE! — G TIGHT UKEA 
— YELLOWJACKET >) é DRUM'S-HEAD/ 
WAS CORRECT=-f CL, HE WILL BE 
. RECKLESS-- 
B ERRATIC! 


OH, THOR--HE wi jn 
BEA eid 


TON MISFOR 


THOU DOST NOT UNDERSTAND, 

WOMAN! HE MUST GO! ‘TIS ALL 

THE MAN CAN 20 FOR THE ONE 

HE DOTH CHER/SH ABOVE ALL 4 
4L8E/ 


AND HE'LL ROUT” 
THAT STRANGER SOME- Jf 
HOW, MARK MY 


P BUT--7TELL ME OF THIS N 
FEELING THOU DIDST PLUCK 
FROM EMPTY AIR, IS SUCH 
ATHING NATURAL FOR 


THEE? 


1S IT LIKE 


UNTO THE EMPATHIC 
NATURE OF THE 


MADONNA? 


WE WOULD ALLOW MOONDRAGON TO 
ELUCIDATE HER POWERS FOR YOU, 
BUT RIGHT AT THIS MOMENT-- 


--THE AVENGERS QUINSET 
1S GLIDING TOWARD A, 
RENDEZVOUS ONE HUNDRED 
MILES ABOVE HER-- 


Mis 
My 
Wp if 


GOOD WORK, I.M,--YOU LOCKED 
THAT TRACTOR BEAM RIGHT OV 
4M THE FIRST TIME! 


WELL, THIS SHIP 
WAS ENGINEERED 
AND BUILT BY STARK 
INDUSTRIES, HANK. 


COURSE. SORRY, 
I JUST WANT TO 
GET UP THAT 

GEAM AND GET 


AT THE 
STRANGER! Ti 
NOT THINKING 
ee MUCH 


YOU SHOULD, 
THOUGH! 


JUST BECAUSE YOU 
GUYS HAVE WAYS TO 
ENTER ROCKET SHIPS 
DOESN'T MEAN THE 
OWNER'S A GONER! 


THE X-MEN HAD 
THE FURST 
RUN-IN WITH 
THE STRANGER* 


ae 


LASERS-~ JUST 
FOUR FEET FROM 
THE FLOOR~~ 


a) \ 
--AND MY PERONAL NX 
EXPERIENCESADVISES, 
EXTREME-- 


RIGHT ACROSS THE 
HEART! 


+ JUST LIKE I 
EXPECTED! 


CRINGE, YOU 
CURS, AND COWER 
“NEATH THE MOST 


BASIC DEFENSE OF 
HIM YOU WOULD 
DESTROY! 


ONLY I AM IMPERVIOUS TON 
MY RUBY BEAMS OF DOOM-- 
THE BETTER TO SIALK AND, 
CATLIKE, CLUTCH YOUR TOO- 
FRAGILE FORMS-- 


NOT REALLY 
NECESSARY, 
Y'KNOW! 


MY MOM TOLD ME TO STAY 

OUT OF BAD GUYS' CLUTCHES! 

SPECIFICALLY, SHE SAI 
CLUTCHES!" 


co 
\ se 


/ SO I'LL HAVE To 


CALL UPON My 
TRUSTY SPEEP 
AND AGILITY. 
AND LEAP OVER 
YOUR RUBY 
BEGONIAS-; 


=-NOT UNLIKE THE 
FABLED BEAST OF 
YORE AND MINE! 


WELL, THAT 

PUTS A WHOLE | 

NEW LIGHT” ss 
ON THE i 

SUBJECT! 


THE BOOR-- 
Wa \ i 


7 


N 
THE ay 


WATCH ME CLOSELY 
NOW! SEE IF YOU CAN 
GUESS WHICH DIRECTION 

DLL COME AT YOU 
FROM, CESAR, 
ROMERO! 


BLAST YOU, MUTANT! 
YOU D0 NOT DARE 
e TO ATTACK ME! 


000 
nd 


A ial 


IT CLOSED BEHIND: 
HIM AUTOMATICALLY! ~<a 


[ LISTEN, STRANGER) Ss 
TID BEEN LOOKING 3 
FORWARD TOMY 

GRANO REOPENING 

WITH THE AVENGERS 

FOR SOME TIME eg 


ex 7 
ade ; 


orf) 
Ey e 


Ce ONLY REAL 

DS cuance For tir 
LIES IN THE 

SECONOS IVE Got-" 


I Was GOING TO, BUT 
NOT AFTER YOU CALLED 


--AND SO FAR, 
YOU'VE BUMMED 
THE WHOLE 
(PL 


IF YOU CATCH 


ME, YOU'RE GONNA 


BE SORRY! 


ACCURSED 
MAN! THIS 


“-BEFORE HEY 
ROUNDS THIS 
CORNER! + fl] 


YOUR GREATER SPEED, BUT 
YOUR COWARDICE WiLL 


YOU CAN ELUDE ME WITH “| 
TRIP YOU UP INTHE END & 


YOU SEND SOME'A YOUR BOYS To 

PUT THE HEAT ON MY MOB, YOU 

GOTTA EXPECT A CALL FROM 
BROTHER ORCH/D! 


IT WAS YOU 
ALL ALONG! 


THAT'S WHAT I 
INTENDED! Ff 


1 THOUGHT THERE MIGHT BE SOMETHING FISHY ‘ALWAYS, IT 1S THE SAME! “HE IS 
AFTER YOU RAN AWAY FROM MOONDRAGON AT THE BUT THE 7OAQ," THEY SAY! 
BALLPARK, BLT RAN R/VGE AROUND HER LATER-~ “FORGET HIM! HE IS A OWARF- 
AFTER YOU CAME BACK TO YOUR POWER SOURCE, (SH COLT!" 


_~ 


amine 
DON'T TRY ANY MORE 
MIND-TRICKS ON ME, 
BROTHER MUTANT! I 
WON'T BUY EM! 


Se) NOLT AM UST 
SE, THE TOAD" NO 
2 a PY 


LONGER! 


I SWORE TO BE MY OWN MASTER! * THAT'S THE 
REASON I STOLE MY MARVELOUS MACHINES! 


»\) 


FAN 


THERE ARE MANY OTHERS a uma 
WITH WHICH TO Destroy You —N 
BACK IN THE MAIN HALL: 


= Fam 
eA —¢ 
THE TOAD! 
RUNNING IN HERE! 
O 


(He's HEADED FOR His 2a 


HOPPING NOKMALLY ¥ 
AND STILL STAYING 
BELOW THE FOUR-FOOT 
LEVEL! HE CAN OuT- & 
DISTANCE ANY OF US 
TRYING TO CHASE HIM, 
STOOPED OVER! \ 
en tet 


SO YOU LIKE 
MACHINES, EH 


A MOMENTARY 
PAUSE... 


F BUT HE WON'T 
ESCAPE ME-- 
NOT IF LM THE 

B SAME HEIGHT! 


~=S0 YOU TORE UP THE WARM- "q 
€57, BRIGHTEST WOMAN WHO 
EVER WALKED THE EARTH/ 


I DON'T CARE 
HOW SCRAWNY 
YOU ARE-- 


-~ IM GOING TO BEAT 
You TILL THERE'S: 
NOTHING LEFT 


THE RELEASE AESSENS, WHILE THE SICKNESS GROWS! HANK PYM, 
FALTERS--STOPS, 


AND ALL AT ONCE, HIS 


THERE'S RELEASE 

IN THIS-~BONE- 
SHUODERING RELEASE OF 
ALL HIS FURY AND FRUS- 
TeaON! IN EACH HEAVY 


--BUT THERE'S SAD S/CKNESS, 
TOO! 


WHERE DID THIS 9 TELL 
CREATURE COME YOURSELF 4 
‘ROM? IT'S NOT 


REALLY 
HAPPENING! 


HELL NEVER COLLECT HIS 
WITS IN TME/ HE'S TOO 


WELL, IT’S 
MY FAULT 
HE'S IN THIS 


{--Z LeT THE TOAD SLIP 
AWAY FROM ME WHILE I 
WAS LORDING IT OVER HIM, 
ANO THEN COULDN'T CATCH 
HIM UNDER THE LASERS-= 


~-BUT BETTER LATE THAN WEVER, ? I HOPE YOU HAVE 
S/ THE COMMON DECENCY 
y j TOUUST 4/6 THERE 
i, , ¢ E> FOR A WHILE ! 
y hi ) 
: fy 
g SS 


TOAD, YOU'VE 
BEEN A REAL 


THE TOAD HITS THE DECK, DECISIVELY- 
AND BEFORE THE ECHO CAN COME BACK) 
A SUDDEN SILENCE SETTLES! 


I ITHE ECHO CRESCENDOS 
LIKE 4 CAWNONADE AS 
ALL EYES TURN TOWARD 
THE SOURCE OF THE 
SILENCE, IRON MAN, 


THOSE HALLUCINATIONS 


HEY, ARE YOU 
ALL RIGHT? 


YEAH. YEAH, 
I'M OKAY, 


YOU'RE RIGHT. 
THEY'RE ROUGH, 


[> COULD FIGURE 
ttl 


A 


ONE CUTS 
THI 


“=~ WORD MEANIN 


THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN A LOT BUT KNOW 7H/S, AVENGERS: 
ROUGHER, iF THIS ACCURSED 


2-MAN HAD NOT SHATTERED MY 
CONCENTRATION WITH HIS 
TRICKS | 


YOU HAVE NOT HEARD THE 
LAST OF THE TERRIBLE TOAD! 


TOADIE, I TOLE YOu \f 
TO LIE DOWN! WHAT'S 


GOT (N70 YOU, ANYWAY? 


YOU NEVER USED 
TO BE THIS BLOOD- 
THIRSTY! 


Fy 0 you HEAR? you 
L oe; CALL ME “TOADY'-— 


IS "OBSEQUIOUS SYCOPHANT! "I WAS 
NOTHING TO MAGNETO-- MUCH LESS TO. 
MYSELF, UNTIL THE REAL STRANGER STOLE 


ea) & 


“MY SOLITUDE AND FREEDOM WERE 
SHORT- 


4 BUT L HAD FAITH IN MY MASTER--WHO 
DESERTED ME AT THE FIRST OPPORTUNITY#) 


THOUGH HE WAS SWIFTLY RETURNED, THE 
US AWAY 7 HIS WORLD! OF ALL MUTANTS) § SEEDS OF REBELL/ON WERE ALREADY SOWN/ 
I WAS THE MOST DESPISED! 


-L/VED, HOWEVER. FIRST I WAS| 
CAPTURED BY THE SEWTINELS, AND 
NEXT, THAT REUNITED ME WITH THE 
SCARLET WITCH! 


“I HAD LOVED HER FROM 
AFAR WHEN WE WERE 
EVIL MUTANTS TOGETH- 
ER! NOW I MADE EXCUSES 
TO REMAIN BYHER SIDE, 
A SLAVE TO HER EVERY 
yy GESTURE-- 
4--AND SHE WEVER 
ca (NEW! 
“THAT IS HOW T 
CAME 70 BE WITH 
HER AND PIETRO 
THE NIGHT ARKON 
TOOK THEM!** 
X-MEN #59 
4% AVENGERS # 15) 


SOON AFTER, YOU'LL RECALL, THE 
AVENGERS RESCUED THEIR TEAM 


“-- BUT Z ASKED TO REMAIN ON 
ARKON'S WORLD, FOR I HAD. 


ip 

YI USED ITS AQ “NAOST OF THE TIME, HE IS GONE FROM YOU SEE, SOMEDAY-- 
RESOURCES Wie) | THERE. I HAD LITTLE TO FEAR AST WHEN I FELT I HAD MAS~ 
TO CONSTRUCT Wi) \ GREACHED THE DEFENSES, IN MUCH THE TERED ALL OF THESE 

A SHIP, AST Tf SAME WAY AS MAGNETO HAD DONE- DEVICES -- I PLANNED 10 

HAD SEEN I¥ 7 GO TO WANDA-- 

MAGNETO 

00, AND FLEW 

AWAY, ‘CROSS, 

OISTANCE 

‘ANG 


4-- REMOVING ALL OF HIS MACHINERY I 
RETURNING TO: COULO UNDERSTAND AND INSTALLING IT IN 
THE PRISON WN SHIP! THE THOUGHT FORM WAS THE 
PLANET OF THE FASIEST OF THEM ALL, AFTER MY YEARS WITH 
STRANGER! MASTERMINO/"' 


= 
BUT THEN MY RADIO-MON/TORS ae LISTEN, TOAD, £ 
ANNOUNCED SHE'D ALREADY / HAVE THINGS 
MARRIEO--TO YOUR ANDROID! TODO iF I'M 
MY PAIN THREATENED TO ENSLAVE GOING TO PILOT 
ME FOR THE FINAL TIME IN THIS SHIP 
=e, Wee 
EARTH! 

YET I FOUGHT IT BACK, AS ‘ag 

HAVE LEARNED 70 FIGHT 
EVERYTHING -- AND SWORE AN 
OATH 70 TAKE THAT PAIN TO HER 
AND ALL THE AVENGERS! 


I USED 
MLLUSIONS 


THE TERROR SS 


EX 

ES 

/ bh / WELL, SENO 

RB Goke oe \Y us 4 eosrcazo 

AP ME = WHEN SOMEDAY'S, 
Gr, COMING UP! 


IRON MAN TURNS ONCE MORE TO THE .BUT ON A SOUTH PACIFIC ISLE, TNO LOVERS ARE FACING 
PILOT'S CHAIR, AND THE BESST THEM ALL! 

MEASURES THEIR CAPTIVE'S REACTION ‘ 
FROM THE CORNER OF HIS BYE. 


NEITHER THEY NOR 
THEIR CAPTIVE 
HAPPENS 70 BE 
Ace! YELLOW~ 


NEXT: THE WeATH OF neWHIRLWIND! 


HAVE TO-- HOLD ON! 
HAVE 10--FOR VAN! 4 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Stitt THE MIGHTY AVENGERS! .. 


INKING LETTERING, I. WATANABE EDITOR, 
STEVE ENGLEHART | GEORGE TUSKA | VINCE COLLETTA | COLORING, PHIL RACHELSON | LEN WEIN 


ALL RIGHT, TOAD: YOU'RE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR MY WIFE'S 
COMA! NOW YOU CURE HER-~ 


la 
YESTERDAY, OR.HENRY PYM--YELLOWJACKET-- 
WAS CAJOLED BY HIS WOMAN (NTO REJOINING 
, THE MIGHTY AVENGERS. 


WHAT DO YOU EXPECT THAT'S NOT WE THOUGHT 

ME _TO DO, FOOL? I AM GOOD ENOUGH,| | YOU WERE THE 

BUT A THIEF OF OTHERS’ } g TOAD! 

ARMAMENT, KNOWING 
NOTHING -- 


STRANGER! WE 
PULLED OUT ALL 
THE STOPS TO 

TRACK YOU 
DOWN! 


ZL WON'T 
ACCEPT AN 
MAPOSTER! 


a 


‘MY _WIFE WON'T 
BIE BECAUSE 
OF YOUS 


YOU'RE GOING TOUNDO YOUR 
DAMAGE, OR BY GOD--/ 


HE CANNOT AID 
YOU, AVENGER / 


QUIET, | SUPERHEROES OR NOT IN 
ALL OF THIS HOSPITAL YOU FOLLOW, 
YOu! J MY ORDERS--AND THIS ff 
PATIENT NEEDS PEACE ff 
AND QUIET! i 


IG 


UM CLEARING 
“2 THE ROOM! 


SWINE! YOU 
HAVEN'T 

HEARD THE 

LAST OF ME! 


I SHOULD NEVER HAVE 
ALLOWED YOU ALL INSIDE 
IN THE FIRST PLACE...» 


WHAT DO 
YOU MEAN? 


WELL, MS.PYM_ HAS BEEN AS I RECALL,OLD JAN WOULDN'T BE LYING THERE IF 
STABLE THUS FAR, BUT BUDDY, YOU INSISTED SHE HADN'T ACCEPTED THE 
SHE'S STILL CRITICAL~- A AVENGER’S CALL TO JOIN UP AGAIN: 


THEN WHY DID I DON’T WANT TO. 
YOU LET US. BUTT OUT, HEAR FROM you! 
I\ IN THERES IRON MAN? 


be 


EVEN IF ALL SHE HE DOTH CALL HIMSELF -- BUT TODAY, IT'S 
DID WAS KNIT” WHIRLWIND, PRIESTESS, ONLY THE WASP 
SOCKS BY THE ANCIENT FOE TO HENRY T WANTS 
HEARTH, YOU'D PYM AND HIS WIFE-- 

BOTH STILL HAVE 

ME TO CONTEND 


a 


GRD 


OH, EXCUSE. 
ME--I MUST 
BE GOING-- 


~-SEE YOU AROUND 
AGAIN, SOMETIME! 


ESPECIALLY WHEN ITS 
SUCH A GOOD POWER! 


NOBODY CAN LAY A GLOVE ON 
ME! THEY NEVER COULD--EVER 
SINCE I WAS A LITTLE KIO! 


EXCEPT THATZ 
DON’T HAVE TO 


I HAVE MY 
REPULSOR RAYS, 
WHIRLY £ 


I CAN SHIFT TOO 
FAST FOR YOU 
TO GET A BEAD 


JUST THINK: \ HE GOT PASS MY ONLY CHANCE 
ALL THE OTHERS () NOW WHILE HE'S 
Sere, GRA 


fe) 
-O9 


ONLY YOU'D BE DUMB ENOUGH 
TO TRY SOMETHING LIKE THAT 
ANYWAY, OLD-- 


THE POWER IN fA 


MY MIND...» 


MAKES MUCH } 
POSSIBLE. 


BEHOLD--THE POWER OF 
OF THE MIND-BURST! 


FEEL IT SEAR THROUGH 


YOUR BRAIN-~ CHOKE 
YOUR VERY THOUGHTS! 


(ine 


GOTTA GET 


-~AND YET, HE DOTH \ NO OTHER FOEMAN THAT WE'VE \ THAT'S FOR AND SO NOW THERE'S A NEW. 
EVER RETURN AS HEL FACED HATH PROVED HIMSELF / SURE! HE MENACE AFTER JAN/ IT'S JUST 
CAME: AT SUCH MORE ELUSIVE THAN THE ‘JUST VAN- ONE LONG STRING OF DISASTERS! 
TIMES AS HE BE WHIRLWIND! ISHES RIGHT, 
LEAST EXPECTED! INTO THIN AIR! 


THE SUPER-BIZ 
1S LIKE THAT, 
THOUGH. 


THE BEAST 'S RIGHT, HANK. JAN 
TOLD US HERSELF HOW MUCH SHE 
MISSED THIS KIND OF LIFE! 


<L 
ALL I CARE ABOUT IS 
HER DEATH, AVENGER-- 
WHICH COULD COME AT 
ANY MOMENT! 


WHAT AM I 
GOING TO DO? 
I CAN’T-~ 


NO! NO--JUST SOME AND IF YOU WON'T LEAVE, Z Witt ! 
AILETH THEE, THING I ATES , 
HENRY? ART BLAST IT! THE PAIN 15 BACK-~ 


L_TOLD /RON MAN WORST THAN BEFORE! 
BEFORE To BUTT OUT ion 
OF MY BUSINESS. THE | 1 KNEW IT | 
SAME GOES FOR YOU! J WAS DANGEROUS } 
, Bar Ny 


eS 
beatae 


D 
per 


\ i 2, e 
ie “WITH THAT MICROBE THAT 
(or ON TRAPPED ME AT ANT-SIZE 
f BEFORE STILL IN MY BLOOD! 
BUT HAD TO DO IT-~ 
O 


Wane “AND IM 

Wa GETTING GOOD 

- AT STANDING 
PAINE 


TO THINK HE 


HELPED FOUND 
THE AVENGERS! 


BUT HE HAS TO} | HE STILL HASN'T COME 
BACK FROM HIS TRIP ON 
DOC DOOM'S OLD TIME 
MACHINE,® AND THAT 
WORRIES ME! __ 

IN THE MEAN: 

TIME, SINCE THERE'S| | 

NOTHING MORE WE: 

CAN DO HERE-~ 


THINK WE'D p Z| 
BETTER SEE Z 
WHATS HAPPENED : xi 
TO HAWKEY! WW 74 *8EGUN IN 
| (4 HIS 


JRON MAN! MUST 
WE AGAIN ENGAGE 
IN ARGUMENT OVER 
WHICH ONE OF US 
DOTH CHAIR THIS 
TEAM? 


OODIN'S BLOOD! |S 


OF DETERMINING HER 

SUITABILITY FOR BE- 

COMING AN AVENGER” 
LAST TIME-- 


QUICK, LADY-- 
LET'S GO! THERE'S 
A STORM BREWING! 


THERE TO BE NO 
ORDER ANY 


; 
q 


THE SUPER- 
BIZ 15 LIKE 
THAT, THOUGH. 


DR, PYM! VVE BEEN 
WAITING EVER SINCE 


I HEARD THENEWS & 


REPORTS! 


HOW IS YOUR WIFE, 
SIRZ THEY WON'T TELL 
ME ANYTHING! 


AS IMMEDIATE 
FAMILY. 


OR_HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN 
THAT WE FIRED YOU?* 


WELL, I THOUGHT 
PERHAPS OLD 
ASSOCIATIONS 

WOULD HELP HER 
OUT, SIR. 


*£0R TRYING TO DEFRAUD 
fh JAN'S ESTATE IN MARVEL 
SAl| FEATURE #9.--L. 


BUT AS A MATTER OF FACT, I . 
WILL GO BACK WHERE I CAME 


R THE 
N23 WHIRLWIND! 


*-SINCE THAT'S 
YOUR WIFES 
SICKROOM ! 


YOU'VE NEVER 
GUESSED THA 
“CHARLES” REALLY 


1S A DiGUICE : Yj 


*--BUT I'VE KICKED |fy ; ( 
YOu AROUND IN ALL 
YOUR IDENTITIES ! 


“AND THEN I'D DISAPPEAR, 
IN THE ONE PLACE YOU 
NEVER LOOKED!” 


*(N GOOD OLD 
TALES TO 
ASTONISH *50.--L. 


IT'S BEEN LOTSA LOADSA WHO KNOWS? MAYBE 
LAUGHS, BUT I/VE LET IT g {T'S DESTINED FOR 
GO ON 700 LONG! L MIGHT 
HAVE LET THE PYMS LIVE 
HAPPILY IN RETIREMENT-- 


O 

--BUT IF THEY WANT TO 
STAGE A COMEBACK, THEN 
$0 DO X--AND WHAT BETTER 
TIME TO KICK SOMEBODY 
THAN WHEN THEY’/RE DOWN? 


THE WASP 
TO. TAKE, PARTICULARLY BE THE LARGEST 
WITH VISITING HOURS LAUGH OF Az! 
HAVING ROLLED AROUND! = 


HOWEVER, WHEN THE SINISTER SMIRKER 
SWINGS WIDE THE OOOR, HE FINDS AN UN- 
EXPECTED HITCH IN HIS ROSY REVERIES. 


SHE ALREADY HAS, 
VISITORS! 


OH... THAT'S ALL RIGHT, 
THOR. THREES A CROWD, 
AND THEY TOLD ME 

NOT TO DISTURB HER! 


4 
BLAST! L 
THOUGHT IF 
PYM LEFT, 
THEY'D ALL 
BE GONE! O 


Y GOOD EVENING, ¥ 
CHARLES. ENTER. 


HAS IT STRUCK YOU THAT PERHAPS THE 
WRITHING WHIRLWIND ISN‘T THE WORLD'S 
MOST ASTUTE LONG-RANGE PLANNER? 

THAT HIS HIGH-SPEED HI-JINKS MAY 
A HAVE MADE HIM A SPUR-OF-THE 
MOMENT MAN? 


ai 


—S=—— 

WE'LL SEE WHERE THAT TRAIT TAKES 

HIM...AFTER WE HOP ABOARD THIS 
QUINJET FOR ATIME- 


tT'S GOING TO BE A LONG FLIGHT KKOONDRAGON-~ WELL, MY ARMOR MAY BE /RON, BUT 
SO WE'LL FINALLY HAVE A CHANCE TO GET THERE'S MOST DEFINITELY A MAN 
ACQUAINTED. UNDERNEATH IT. 

TILL HAVE TO ADMIT THAT, aE AND You'Re AN EX- 
EVEN UNDER THE C/RCUM- ~ TREMELY STRIKING 
STANCES, I'VE BEEN LOOKING EXAMPLE OF THE 

FORWARD TO IT. FEMININE! 


= 


I HEARD THOR 
FOR THE FEMININE! * 
YOU MEN ARE ALL THE CAN YOU NOT LEAVE 
SAME! FIRST DAREDEVIL, ME IN PEACE? CAN 


THEN MAR- VELL, AND YOU NOT SEE THAT 
NOW YOu-- 


77 ALL GRASPING 
FOR LOVE, FOR 
COMPANIONSHIP! 


R--l AM NOT 
D AN EARTH 
WOMANZ? 


SHE MAY NOT 8E...8UT WHAT OF} 
THE OWNER OF THIS SHAPELY 
HAND? 


LOOK OUT, 
BEAST! 


YOU WON'T 
ESCAPE ME 
AGAIN! 


WELL FIND: 
OUT ABOUT 
HER LATER. 


BECAUSE (75 AN EARTH-MAN 
IF WHOM WE SPEAK TODA: 


Ai 
STANDS IN THE HOUSE 
OF THEIR LIFE AND 
LOOKS AT HER, MINUTES 
ON END. 


HE DRIFTS ON THE DAZE OF THE PAST, WHEN SHE 
LAUGHED AND LURED HIM FROM HIS: See 


YW LEARS PAST THE WHIRLWIND 
WHERE THE INSECTS -- 


SQ 
— ) 


NOW THERE'S ONLY ACTION, 


GONE /S REMEMBRANCE! _|/ 
QUICK AND SURE! 


SUMMONING ALL HIS MENTAL CONTROL, HE 
SEEKS THE MILLION MINUTE MINDS BE- 
NEATH HIS SEEMINGLY EMPTY LAWN-~ 


=-AND WHEN THE 

WHIRLWIND WHIPS 

ONTO THAT LAWN |. Yom 

BUT SCANT SECONDS |\ 
LATER: 


GROUND A LITTLE 
CRUMBY, WISE GUY? 


y & 
giliet gw 
— 


AND NOW 
BLAME ME! 


BUT THE CELLULAR- 
DISRUPTOR PISTOL 
IN HANK'S HAND 
NEVER LOOSES: 
(TS BODY- 
BLITZING 
BLAST-- 


~-BECAUSE THE 
WHIRLWIND SWIRLS 
HIMSELF BACK UP 
ON HIS FEET--ONLY-~ 


yan 
shine 


rs hs 
i al 


wh 
ad 


1 Np \ 
i/ tf lig STi 
} Vs} 


i 


LIKE A VAGRANT BREEZE, HES LOST TO THE 

MIGHT! SO SWIFTLY HAS HE COME AND GONE 

THAT I(T ALMOST SEEMS ANOTHER DREAM--A 
FORM OF NIGHTMARE-- 


THE WHIRLWIND BLEW 
AWAY RATHER THAN 
FACE THIS WEAPON: 


--OF WHOSE FUNCTION # 
HE SHOULD HAVE NO 


a 


ROOM 301, PLEASE... 


NO CHANGE, HUH? 
WELL AT LEAST THAT'S 
NOT BAD NEWS 


if 


.LISTEN, I NEED THE 
“ANSWER ‘TO A QUESTION. 
RRROGER! 


THAT'S AFFIRMATIVE, AVENGER ! 


I—— HEY, SHOULD IT 
i COME OVER? 


a | ua 7 


NO! THIS {5 SOMETHING 
I HAVE TO DO ALONE! 


THE SHADOWS CLUSTER CLOSER ‘ROUND THE THE SHIP SETTLES. TWO HOWEVER, WHEN THEY 
SHOULDERS OF THE BEAST, AS HE PONDERS GRIM FIGURES DEBARK... REACH THE ROOM WHERE 
WHAT HE'S HEAR! ————]] 000M HAD ABANCONED 
HIS TIME MACHINE..- 
THEIR EMOTIONS RULED 
LESS BY THE FOREBODING IT ISN'T HERES 


FORTRESS THAN THE S{- 
LENT TRUCE BETWEEN THEM. 


FOLLOW MY 
CHEST-LIGHT, 
PRIESTESS. 


UNLESS: 
17'S TOO 
SUGGESTIVE 


AA I WASN'T 
EVEN AS HERE 


THEY CROWD LAST TRIP, * 
THE CASTLE BUT 1 CAN 


ASSURE YOU 

T’VE DONE 

MY HOME- 
WORK! 


1 THINK IT BEST, WANDA. 
OUR HONEYMOON IS CERTAIN 
TO CONTINUE IN ANY EVENT... 


-+-BUT I BELIEVE 
WE SHOULD LEARN 
WHAT OUR MARRIAGE 
WILL MEAN TO OUR 
LIVES AMONG OTHER 
PEOPI 


I’M NOT WORRIED ABOUT US +..BUT THERE'S A VERY 

CONTINUING, DARK EYES-- BUT REAL PROBLEM BEFORE 

DON'T YOU THINK WE SHOULD US WHICH WE'LL HAVE 

CONTINUE A LITTLE BIT LONGER TO FACE SOONER OR 
RIGHT HERE? LATER! 


Fatt 


IF OUR LOVE 
SPAWNED A STORM 
OF PROTEST, WHAT 
WILL OUR MARRIAGE 

DOF 


YOU KNOW HE'S VERY LOGICAL, 
I'D LIKE THAT, (5 THE VISION. 
TOO, WANDA... 


NOW, HOWEVER, |7'5 TIME ONCE AGAIN TO ZERO IN 
ON THE MAN WHO BEGAN OUR TANGLED TALE: 
YELLOWJACKET! 


HMM...WE THOUGHT yO. GUESS, 
HED BE SOMEWHERE |\ 0) will CHARLES 2, 
AROUND HERE...! 


[IT'S TAKEN ME YEARS TO LIFT AY 
NOSE OFF THE GRINDSTONE AND 
LOOK BEYOND IT-- 


--BUT TONIGHT, WHIRLWIND RAN 
FROM A WEAPON VERY FEW 
PEOPLE HAVE EVER SEEN! 
5 


y 


you've 
SEEN IT, 
CHARLES! 


>-BUT 1 NEVER WOULD’VE you 
SUPPOSED |T WOULD TAKE, REALLY 
THE LIGHT YEARS! ARE A FOOL, 
PH. 


YES, I 

HAVE, 

YOU UTTER, 
cLoo! 


--WHILE THE 
ee 
W-- 


DO YOU THINK 
I CARE, NOW? 


I’M GOING TO DO 
ANYTHING 1 HAVE 
TO-~ 


YOU'VE BEEN SAYING THAT SINCE 
I WAS THE HUMAN TOP! 


GIANT-MAN! 


s 


YES, YOU'VE FOOLED ME 
ALL THESE YEARS~~ 


fh 4 


— 


~~ YOU'RE MORE 
OF A FANATIC 


La Gey ONLY BECAUSE 
VAN AND I HAD OTHER 


fs INTERESTS BESIDES 
ig IN SUPER-HEROING ! 
DS YOU'RE RIGHT, WINDY-- 


LOOK, MAN, THERE'S 
NO WAY YOU CAN GET 


Wr ON ay 6 ", Ww 


YOU'RE FRESH OUT OF 
STICKS AND STONES! 


Your REACH Vy 


; 


4 
j 


YOU CAN CALL ME ALL THE V 
NAMES YOU WANT, BUT 


f 


MISTER, YOU ARE 
LIVING IN A FOOL'S 
PARADISE! AND I LI 
A HELICOPTER! 


a 


om 


MOST MEN WOULD BE STOPPED ANT-MAN-- 
RIGHT THERE, UNABLE TO PERCEIVE SN LANDING ON MY 
THEIR (IMMINENT PERIL~- BUT THE " CHESTPLATE! 
WHIRLWIND /S LUISED TO SEEING IN 
All DIRECTIONS ! PRETTY, 
SMART! 


SS EVEN AT THAT, 
“MosT 


CHANGING SIZES 
NEARLY SUCKED ME 
{N~-BUT I’VE HAD 
PRACTICE FIGHTING 
IE WASP! 


YOU'RE TINY LITTLE g 
THINGS --LIKE STRAWS [KOS 
IN THE WIND! S 


BUT THOUGH THE WHIRLWIND COULD JUSTIFIABLY. 
CHANGE His NAME TO TORNAI ONE,” 


120, CYCLONE,* OR 
HURRICANE” IN THE NEXT FEW SECONDS-~ 


THE ANT-SIZED AVENGER HAD FOUND 
SHELTER 'NEATH THE SPINNING CHEST- 
PLATE BEFORE HE COULD BE UPROOTED! 
~-HE CANNOT Wim ee TM COMING FOR 
SHAKE HIS S/LENT YOU, WHIRLWINDS 
ASSAILANT! 


~-THE NAMES: 
NOT ANT-MANS 
ITS STULL 
il SAN ALREADY TAKEN!~ SPIDEY. YELLOWJACKET! 
SY 4 ** THAT, TOO!--TWO-GUN KID, 


A 
STINGERS IN HIS 
PALMS, PAL/ 


WHIRLWIND 
TOTTERS~~ 


ANDO THEN, YIS: 
OLD FAMILIAR 


YOU LITTLE 
CREEP! 
THIS IS 
TL 


SORRY, WHIRLY--| BUT EVEN THOUGH 
THAT WAS NO YJ LETS HIS FEELINGS 
GET THE SETTER OF 
HIM SOMETIMES, I 
COULD HARDLY LET You 
CONTINUE £ 


is 


BEAST! DIDN'T I TELL BUT AS SAMUEL --NEVER MIND ME. 
YOU TO STAY AWAY COLLINS SAID IN ATTEND TO THAT 
FROM HERE? THE 1943 SUPER- ARCH FIEND! 
MAN NEWSPAPER 
STRIP -~ 


JUST CHALK IT UP TO BUT NOW YOU'VE GOT THE PAIN BACK LINDER 
A HOPE FOR FRIENDSHIP, GOT ME WONDERING: CONTROL AT LAST--AND HE 
AND A WORRY ABOUT WHY'D YOU FALL OUT OH, L-- DOESN'T SUSPECT! 
YOUR WELFARE, YJ. OF HIS CHESTPLATE JUST 


! 
SLIPPED! i BUT PULLING OUT 
ALL THE STOPS AGAINST 
WHIRLWIND WASN'T 
( GOOD FOR ME--L 
KNOW IT! 


NOT LONG, YJ! IN FACT, ITLL BE 
BACK IN LITTLE MORE THAN 
SEVEN MINUTES... AH, BUT 
THATS THE BASIS FOR NEXT. 
MONTHS CHAPTER! BE HERE, 


The HARDER THEY FALL! 


: IT INTO 
A YELLOW TACKET-- 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Sle THE MIGHTY EXJEINGERSS 


STEVE ENGLEHART / GEORGE TUSKA/ V. COLLETTA C.JETTER | PETRAG. | MARV WOLFMAN 


STORY SCENERY INKER LETTERER COLORIST EDITOR 


WELL, I GUESS WHIRL- : 
WINE HAD THE WIND 


TAKEN OUT OF His sails! 
NOW, WHY DON'T WE-~ 
i 5 EN 
HANK ? AL HOSPitp 
WHAT ¢S IT, 


=e 


SEVEN MINUTES AGO, HANK 
PYM, CALLED YELLOWTACKET, 
THRASHED THE MAN WHO 
HAD THREATENED HIS WIFE-- 
WITH SOME TIMELY HELP 
FROM THE BEAST. 


YT 'S FURY OVER THE 
WASPS GRAVE INTURIES 
HAD FINALLY FOLIND AN 
OUTLET, AND HE FOUGHT 
WITH NO HOLDS BARRED!) 


OH MY STARS ANO GARTERS! © 
HE COLLAPSED! 


WHAT'S WRONG, ae 
supoy? pI WHR ie 
GET IN A PUNCH 
YOU DIDN'T TELL 

ME ABOUT ? 


HE'S COMPLETELY ZONKED! T.NEVER--)) 


HEY, WAIT A 
MINUTE! ARE NY BEADY 
EYES BEGGIN’ FOR 
BIFOCALS ~~ 


"OR 1S HE 


GROWING? 


HE 4$/ THE WASP WARNE US HE WASN'T TO DO. 
ANY SIZE- CHANGING THESE DAYS-— 


=-NOT WITH THE 
MICROBE THAT TRAPPED 
HIM AT ANT-S/ZE*SNLL 
IN HIS BLOOD! 


a. 
* MARVEL FEATURE #4, --MARV. 


SHE SAID IT MIGHT ACT 
UPON HIM AGAIN IF HE 
AGGRAVATED IT--BUT 
HE WANTED TO H/T" 
SOMEBODY SO 


THE SIDE OF A HOSPITAL IS JUST LIKE THE YELLOW. 
GRICK ROAD TO A BEAST, SO HE BYFASSES THE 


SLOWER- MOVING ELEVATOR, [= ser | 
s E> _7HOR! We've 
Sy = GOT TROUBL: 


Y 


THOUGH T'VE DONE ALL AN IMMORTAL OF 
ASGARD MAY DO THIS DAY, THE CONDITION 


SHE MUST NOT SUFFER 
oisTURBANCE! J€ a 
ey, 


SHE'LL BE THE 
ONLY ONE ON 
HER BLOCK, 
THUNDER GOD! 


OF JANET PYM DOTH REMAIN UNCHANGEOL 


a 


AND THE AVENGERS! NEWEST 
APPLICANT FILLS THOR IN ON 
WHAT'S GONE DOWN SINCE 
YJ WALKEO OUT ON THEM 
LAST IS} 


il 
yes WOOF HE'S SHOT UP 


TO 20 FEET ALREADY-- 
IN JUST THE FEW MINUTES 
L WAS GONE! 


OOIN'S BLOOD! 
WHAT HAVE THE 
FATES HERE 
WROUGHT ? 


WHAT /S IT WITH HOW COULD HE DO 
YOU, AVENGERS, THIS TO HIMSELF 
THOR? WHEN HiS WIFE 
MIGHT MEED 
HIM ? 


THIS MAN DOTH 
UVE HIS EVERY 
MOMENT FOR 
YON WOMAN, 
DocToR! 


[HE HATH DONE THAT VDI...AND IF TIS CECREED THEY ARE 
WHICH SA/E WOULD pop BOTH TO SUBAER FOR'T, THEN TWILL 
BE TOGETHER NOW AS ALWAYS! 


LET'S GET HIM OUT 
OF THE STREET, 
AT LEAST! 


SAV THEE WAY, DOCTOR! HE DOTH | 
GROW EVEN AS WE SPEAKS HE WOULD! 
SOON F/LL ANY ENCLOSURES 


CAN'T STOP 
WOW, FES JUST. 
HOLD THE FORT:! 


IM LATE, IM 
LATE, FOR AVERY 
IMPORTANT 
WHATEVER! 


YEAH, ABOUT TWO ~-TWO YEARS LATE FOR THe FRUITS OF MY 
YEARS LATE, IF LABORS FROM THAT MENTAL VINEYARO CALLED 3 | | 
MEMORY SERVES- THE BRAND CORPORATION: 


=-ANO WOW, NATCH, 
THERE'S NO TIME 


AFTER ALL, WHEN TY 
WAS THE BOY GENIUS 
fe CUT THERE-- 


*--I WAS WORKING ON A CURE-ALL. roxio! TST | 
‘OF COURSE, ...50 WITH MY URGENT PERSONAL 


THERE /S BUSINESS IN CANADA, MR. GRANT,* 
ONE LITTLE TLL NEED A WEEK OFF. 


mony 


LEAVES OF 
ABSENCE 
YOUVE TAKEN 
SINCE WE 
HIRED YOU--, 


Ld 
* SEE AMAZING ADVENTURES #16 & HULK #I6IS 
MUTANT MEMBERIN’ MARV. 


“WELL, YES, I GUESS I WAS A LITTLE BIT LESS 
2: =< 


BELONG TO US! 


-- AND WE THANK YOU FOR 
IT, BECAUSE IF YOU READ 
YOUR CONTRACT-- 


(ALL THE resunrey ¥7 
OF YOUR WORK ot 


.» BUT I HADN'T 
COME TO TERMS 
WITH MY BUDDING 
BEASTHOOD BACK 
THEN! I STILL 
CARRIED & LOT OF 
FRUSTRATION 
INSIDE ME-- 


-- JUST LIKE THE 
OTHER HANK ON 
MY NEW TEAM! 


IN FACT, 
EVERY TIME I 
TRIED (7, I. 
MANAGED To GET 
MYSELF SHOT Ai, 
NOW THAT I THINK 
OF IT! 


IF LM GOING TO GET MY 
EXPERIMENTAL FORMULA 
OUT OF THIS PLACE -- 


. 


~ TLL HAVE 


ACT! AFTER 
ALL, EVEN 
WITH MY FAST 
HEALING 
METABOLISM. 


Tws GUARD SHACK PNows00K,  W--oR Ram ATHER, LM 
GUARD--I'M AN ) TRYING OUT 
TO Bi Gg 


TE WOULDN'T WANT T J 
oT oye b 
~ . 5 AGO! AVENGER ~~ 
a . 
YEAH, SURE! AN' IM 
a TRYIN! OUT FOR PETER \ ea 
PAN aut COMPANY 


A, 
oxo? PP aescs 
“ 
THE BEAST! aa 


“) 


fy, | 

--S0 AD/0S, \ 

= cHicKENPLuCKERS! ) \\ 
— 


its 


Ee La 
fi —— Ry 
oe LMsy 


BUT THIS REALLY /(S 
A MATTER OF L/FE 
AND DEATH-- 


Or 
ONCE AGAIN, LADIES 
AND GENTS! GETCHER q = ff 
d im 
HAVE CUT DOWN 
ON THE B/G 
WORDS SINCE MY 
R X-MEN DAYS-- 


--BUT My TONGUE JUST 
LOVES TO KEEP RAMELING 
1H, WELL-~ 


WHEW! THEY'VE DONE A 
JODELING 


Y, 
AROUND HERE! STILL, I 
THINK MY OLD LAB: 


1 
<I 


*- EVEN WHEN 
IT'S DEADLY 
SERIOUS ! 


BUT NO! EUREKA! I HAVE 
FOUND IT! 


AND JUST LIKE THE 
GO0P OLD DAYS, THEY'RE 
LAX WITH THEIR IN-HOUSE 
SECURITY! 


¥ 

SOMEDAY, I'LL HAVE TO SPEAK TO CAPTAIN 

BAXTER--|\F HE STILL HEADS UP SECURITY 

HERE--ABOUT THE WEAKWESS INHIS 4 
STRATEGIES! 


'SOMEDAY-- AFTER TP gh 
FINISH WEEDING IT! 


LOOK Ot/7; 
MAN! THIS ISA 
BEAST CROSSING! 


YOU MAY HAVE SPOOKED THEM OL 


BYE, BOYS! REMEMBER, 
SOYS, BUT US NEW GUARDS ARE A DARN 
SIGHT BETTER SHOTS! 


MHAVE A NICE 2“ OWW!/ 


YOU PICKED THE 
WRONG GIRECTION TO 
K RUN IN, JACKS 


MEANWHILE, AT THE MUCH MORE PEACEFUL 
IAVS/ON... 
Bur I 7ELLYOU, 
MADAM, THE 
BEAST IS NOT /V 

AT PRESENT! 7 

Vin Pont oF 
FACT, THE 

AVENGERS 

AND THEIR 

GUESTS ARE 


THAT'S WHAT I. 
THOUGHT YOU'D SAY! 
WAIT! I. ONLY MEANT TO WARN YOU THAT I --HE'D SLIP IN AND OUT WITHOUT, 
CANNOT SAY WHEN TO EXPECT HIM! WY SEEING HIM! aaa 
<i 
IM GOING To sit RIGHT “aim 4 


IF YOU'D CARE 
TO STEP INSIDE--2) HERE ON YOUR FRONT” 
. PORCH UNTIL HE SHOWS! 


NO, THANK YOU! IF < BS 
I KNOW +/M oKay, SO Now ALL THE OLD BEAS 7=eeavees i 
KNOW WHO OUR MYSTERY WOMAN IS. THE REST 
OF YOU WILL HAVE 10 HANG YOUR HEADS TILL 
NEXT TiIME-~ 


-- BECAUSE WE'VE 
GOT A FEW 
OTHER PEOPLE 
TO SEE THIS 
MONTH. 


BESIDE HIM! 


THERE'S THOR |/4 


NEW YORK! YOU KNOW, 

DARK-EYES, I S7/LL 

DON'T THINK CUTTING 

OUR HONEYMOON SHORT } Y 
WAS VERY M/CE-- 


y 

“Lp 
--BUT FOR SOME. y) 

(a REASON, I FIND IT 
HARO TO STAY MAD. 
‘ At YOu! 

d 
& p> 
Ss 


OUR HONEYMOON 
WILL LAST 
FOREVER IN 
OUR MINDS, 
WANDA! 


SWIFTLY, SURELY, 
THE SYNTHEZOID 
SHIFTS THE QUINJET'S 
col 
IT INTO A SCREAM - 
ING 


ILS, SENDING: 
ONE-~- 


—— —= 
~-AND & PICTURE-PERFECT LANDING ON THE 
CORDONED STREET! 


THOR! WHAT HAS 
HAPPENED HERE? 


aoe Wa 


BY MY TROTH! THE VISIONS 
WE DID NOT EXPECT TO LAY 
‘OR, 


> 
‘TIS A SAD HOUR 
WHICH DOTH MEET 
YE HERE, MY FRIENDS! 

YELLOWJACKET'S GROWTH 


b =-ORGANIC -- 
“= AND THAT IS QS 


NO, THOR ! WHATEVER 
THE CAUSE, HANK'S 
GROWTH IS PHYSICAL 


IMPOSSIELY, Sr | \ 


THE BRIGHT MORNING: 
LIGHT, A PALE 
CRIMSON LIMNS HER 


\¢ N } 
ALL coxrrot? 


FORM FOR A MOMENT-- 


COULD NOT 

BE STOPPED 
THROUGH 

WITCHCRAFT... 


2 BUT T'S 
BEEN SLOWED! 


ANYWAY, IT'S 
JUST A PRELUDE 
TO WHAT I NEEO 


ACCOMPLISHED: 
THINE 
ENDS ? 
AYE--SO IT WOULD \, 
SEEM ! BE THAT BL00D 


T SPY UPON THINE 
ARM? 


IT'S HEALING UP 
ALREADY! 


FOR WHAT REASON, “DOCTOR”? REMEMBER 
THAT THE MAN'S CELLS WILL ALL HAVE GROWN 
TO THE SAME 


OH, MAM! THAT'S ME ALL OVER: THE 
RESEARCHER WHO FORGETS TO 
BE PRACTICAL! 


ARE WE GOING 
TO 00? I NEED 
% RESEARCH THAT 


THEN MAY L SUGGEST 
JANET PYM? HER 
BLOOD 1S SIMILARLY. 
INFECTED! 


OF COURSE THAT'S @ 
WHAT WE DO! 


LISTEN, YOU LOONIES! I'VE GOT A 

PATIENT UNDER MY CARE, AND SHE'S 

NOT GOING TO BE BYSTURBED! 
PERIOD! 


ENGLISH? THE WOMAN 
1S CRITICAL! 


—— 


DOCTOR, I'M 
TRYING TO 


SAVE HER 
HUSBANDS 
LIFE! 


HOW DO y FOR ALL 
KNOW KNOW, YOU 
THAT, fh MIGHT BE 
BEAST? RELATED TO 
THAT X-MAN 


BEAST--AND 
YOU SURE 
DON’T LOOK 


DON BLAKE! I HAVEN'T SEEN 
YOU IN AGES! 


L DON'T GET BACK TO NEW 
YORK MUCH ANY MORE, RICH* 
+ BUT IF YOU'LL GRANT AN 
OLD CLASSMATE A 
PROFESSIONAL COURTESY 


iN | |. 
KONLY WE" AND IRON MAAN KNOW 
BLAKE Ig THOR'S SECRET-ID.--M, 


AND S0, AS A HASTENING ig y 
SUN NEARS ITS NOONPOIT. |S 4 


DRAWING BLOOD MADE NO 
DIFFERENCE TO JAN, 


YOU'RE INVOLVED WITH 
THESE WEIROOS ?! NEXT, 
I SUPPOSE, WALTER 
CRONKITE WiLL BE 


Lf GIVE UP! 

I SURRENDER! 
20 WHATEVER 

YOU WANT! A 


HER FATE RESTS 
SOLELY \N HER 


WILL TO LIVE £/ 


“BUT AFTER THIS THE BEAST, 700, FEELS THE GRAINS OF TIME SLIPPING OUT FROM 
Hany OUeS, ING oN UNDER HIM. HE HAD HIS MOMENTS OF LAUGHTER, WHEN HE 
Fe namicionae een COULO AFFORD THEM. ..! 

TO EXERCISE IT!" 


+ AND THEN, AS A DISTANT CORRIDOR'S CLOCK | 


SILENCE FALLS IN THE HOSPITAL'S HASTILY 
CHIMES THREE.. 


BORROWED LAB..: 


HOURS SLIDE INTO 
ETERNITY, EACH ONE'S 
PASSING GRIMLY MARKED... CUT THE CHLORIOE... 


OUTSIDE, UNDERNEATH THAT CHIMING] |...BUT SOMEHOW, WHEN THEY SEE 
TIMEPIECE, A THUNDER GOD AND THE| | WHAT FRUSTRATION CAN DO TO A 
PERPLEXED WEWLYWEDS WAIT. GOD... 


FROM TIME To TIME, THE VISION AND THE SCARLET WITCH TRY TO 
WORK OUT EXACTLY WHAT THEY'VE WALKED INTO. THEY KNOW 
THEY COULD QUESTION THOR... 


WE HAVE SEARCHED EVERY WOOK AND 
CREVICE, IRON MAN, THE AVENGER: 
B\ KNOWN AS HAWKEYE IS NOT HERE. / THEN ITIG TRUE! 
HE WAS LOST IN 
TIME ON HIS TRIP 
TO THE PAST! 


WE'D BETTER ne @ 
———— 


THE OTHERS, 
ANO--EH? 


WHAT DO YOU-- 040! "f NOW, MORE THAN EVER, MUST WE 
THE TIME MACHINE r II) | FEAR THAT SOME HARM HAS 
BEFALLEN YOUR FRIEND, 

IRON MAN... 


AND 400K! 
THAT'S BLOOD 
ON ITS DECK! 


I SENSE IT, 
TUG, MOONORAGON 
EVEN WITHOUT 
VOUR EXPANDED 
[| wo, THere's [\’ 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT THIS 
LAST LITTLE 


-- THAT SPELLS 


< THATS, uncess He6| [--OR VAN Has! 
; mn KICKED OFF INT b 
ei aeth FIVE HOURS If TOOK . THERE MAY 
Re! ME TO DO IT--f EVEN BE SOME 
WORK / IMPROVEMENT, 
AVENGER, 
DR. BLAKE CHECKS. 
IN EVERY AFTEEN 
MINUTES, AND 
HE SAYS HE'S 


THEN I'M 
ENCOLIRAGED! 


AT LEAST SHE 
DOESN'T LOOK 


HANNIBAL, , 
MissouRr!. 


WOULD You BELIEVE your 

EYES IF YOU CAME UPON A 

ONE-HUNDRED -AND- 
aye MAW! 


BEAST HAS SEEN MANY 
OUTLANDISH THINGS -- 
BUT NEVER SOMETHING 

AS FAMILIAR AS THEHUMAW 
BODY 'N SUCH A STATE OF 
WRONG- NESS! 


HE DOESN'T DARE TAKE THE 
SIDE OF THE BUILDING DOWN 
THIS TIME --1 


Gi THIS MORNING, AGAINST WHIRLWIND, HE WAS AN7- 
Ox SIZE! HE WAS NO BIGGER THAN MY THUMB, AND WO! 


ALL THAT'S 
LEFT IS TOGET 

IT INTO HIS. 
BLOODSTREAM 


[HAST = EVER, ASGARDIAN! THAT HOS BEEN WO THE ViSYOW WILL 
MY PARTS UNDER CONTROL! ) | ARRANGED, MY ¢— TAKE YOUR FORMULA 


INTO YELLOWJACKET’S 
UNMOVING FORM! 


-.BLT NOT WHILE I 
CAN CONTROL THE 
DENGITY OF MYSELF, 

MY COSTUME; 
AND ALL 
WITHIN IT-— 


--AND WO7 WHILE I HAVE YET TO 
FULLY REPAY THIS MAN FOR His AID 
TO ME IN YEARS PAST! * 


Wy “INTHE TRULY LANDMARK AVENGERS#93--M. 


THEN_IT WAS ANT-MAN 
WHO ENTERED MY I 
NORMAL-SIZED BOD’ 

A 


TODAY, THE 
WHEEL COMES Il 
FULL-CIRCLE! 


SLOWLY, «TO BEHOLD, FOR THE FIRST 
WITH ALL THE TUE, THE LIVING COUNTER- 
CAUTION HE FART TO His PLASTIC. 
COMMANDS, AND WIRES! ex 

THE Hi 
SYNTHEZOID 


SLIPS INTO 
THE GIGANTIC 
CHEST- 


--BUT THE ROUTE TO 
IT IS CLOGGED WITH 


FIBERS --VEINS / 


“FOR 1 KNOW NOT HOW THE X 
BEAST HAS CAUSED THIS SERUM 2 
TO BECOME AS PHANTASMAL “a 


--AND ANY MISHAP 
MAY CAUSE HANK 
PYM'S INSTANT DEATH! 


A 
ERRORS IW. 
2 


“EXCEPT, |F 

READ THE OTHERS’ 

REACTIONS To My 

SHORTENED HOWEY- 

MOON IN MATTERS 
OF THE-- 


=- ONLY TO FINE HIMSE! 
SUDDENLY SET UPON. 


HAVING TAKEN --BUT WITHIN THE HEORT, I 
CONTROL IN CAN INCREASE My DENSITY. 
WITHOUT CAUSING HANK HARM-- 


THE BEAST'S CHEMICAL SWIRLS AWAY DOWN AN 
ALL-CONSUMING ARTERY, HOPEFULLY TO WORK 
THEIR WONDERS! 


REAPPEAR, MOMENTS LATER, IN THE WORLO OF 
UNLIGHT=-ANO ANXIOUS FACES! == ue DID 
| i GONNA BE 
\ . ALL RIGHT! 
BUT HE SPEAKS NOTA WORD. anny Ce 
THE SET OF HIS SHOULDERS, : 
== EVERYTHING a ay) 
ABOUT Hil REVEALS THE s = 
RESULTS OF His FANTASTIC A 
AGE! E& 
\: i Ty 
he AN ™ 
i) ; \\ oy 
O™”’N 
% 
WE 


HE'S ALREADY 
4, SHRINKING! 


ALL I CAN V HE'S NEARLY BACK 4 


COULD HAVE 
(DONE THE 


LIE BACK 
DOWN, WNENGER! \ OUT TO ENTER THIS HOSPITAL, 
YOU SHOULD NOT | AND THAT'S S774 THE MOST 
ATTEMPT TO WALK | IMPORTANT THING TO ME! 
“LET ALONE RUN! 


I GRANT 
YOu I’M NOT 
VERY STEADY 


WO WAY, VISION! I STARTEDN| i 


YET, BUT I WAVE 
OI 


COME SEE 
FOR YOURSELF! 


WE'VE CHECKEO HER OU7, 
AND SHE APPEARS 


ay 
the my A] dal 


SQUADRON , 
“Nee 


(| 
\ 


\/ 
> hy 
g i (\ \ 
J - > N 
Z . \ 
aS Zz Y 
iS 4 
« i] BS ' 
B 


eS 
FARTHS MUGHTIEST MEROES! 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines tound themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no sing/e super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Slit THE MIGHTY AVENGERS! . 


T 


i PHANTOS 


oS 


BuT I_ GUESS THINGS 
WILL BE QUIETING 
BOWN Now! 


STEVE ENGLEHART, AUTHOR |VINNIE COLLETTA, INKER |ORZECHOWSKI, lefferer | JANICE COHEN, colorist 


MARY WOLFMAN, EDITOR | AND INTRODUCING OUR NEWEST AVENGIN' ACE: GEORGE PEREZ, ARTIST 
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DON'T 

MAKE ME LAUGH, 
MULDOON ! T' 
LOOKIN’ TO BE AN 
AVENGER, SOON -> 


-=$0 YOU 
BETTER 
t00K our! 


--SO 
WHATEVER. 
YOUR GAME 

MAY BE, 


= — 
I To'T I Ho! y 
A PUODNTAT f SS 
\ ss 
E SS 


V4 
MBER AS a Fi 
aN wsicees i 


CAN'T 
YOU EVER 
STAY OUT OF 
POLITICS, 

MAN? 4 


Ki 


LY JF AND AFTER 
LU ME, MISTER! 


ON! 
you 


Y, 


HEY, NO JOKE, CAP-- 
YOUR SHOWING UP. 
RIGHT THEN GOT ME 


OuT Oo} 
TIGHT SPOT... 


DARE I ASSUME 
IT WAS ONLY 
COINCIDENCE? 


THERE'S VERY LITTLE 
COINCIDENCE IN THIS 
LINE OF WORK, AS YOU 


WELL KNOW! 
NO, I'VE BEEN 
TAILIN 


iS 
THAT CREW'S 
SERGEANT...! 


(SYOU SEE, SEVERAL 
OF AINE CAL Er THe 


fH 
ON 


END | 


SAT THE TIME, THAT SEEMED LIKE ALL THERE WAS 
aus BUT LATER, DRESS FALCON ANO I 
JONES JUST DROVE UP ANDO. 


Te, 
THE REO SKULL, 
ETO FIND HIM--AS REPAYMENT, 


TOLD US WHER 
HE SAID. 


“HE REFUSED TO TELL 
ME HOW HE KNEW. ALL 
HE'D SAY WAS THAT HE 
HAD SOURCES / 


| Mena #es-m 


Hu 
BURST IN AND 
MASSACI 


END AS A 


BUT WAY? 


(~ 
I HAD THE SKULL ON MY 
NINE THEN, soe or JONES 


PROBABLE TROOPER. 


REP HIS MEN! * 


TONIGHT, 1 WATCHED 
HIM PICK UP SOME OF 
HIS PALS, AND GO 

OUT ON THE PROWL / 


THIS {S THE FIRST v HECK, WE'RE NOT 

TIME YOU AND I'VE MET EVEN GOING TO BE 

FACE-TO-FACE CONTEMPORARY 
AVENGERS-~ / 


OH, THAT'S GOOD! I MEAN-- 
THAT'S BAD FOR THE PYMS, 
BUT GOOD FOR MES 


OH, 

I OON'T KNOW 
WHAT I MEAN! 
GOODBYE! 
& 


THE BEASTS 


|-- AVENGERS > PERHAPS IT WON'T 
TAKE QUITE THAT. 
YES, I'M STILL LONG, MS. 
WAITING FOR I sust 
=-OR, ATLEAST, FOR| [TUNED IN THE EVENING 
THEIR NEW RECRUIT, | |NEWS AND LEARNED 
THE BEAST! THEY ARE AT MERCY 
GENERAL HOSPITAL. 


‘AND TLL KEEP I BELIEVE IT'S 
WAITING TILL VELLOWIACKET 
DOOMSDAY, AND THE 
iF T HAVE TO! WASP, MS. 


$0 SHE IS, SO SHE IS.,, I HAVEN'T HAD THIS WELL, YOU SAID YOU 

AND THIS MONTH, WE'LL MANY FLOWERS WANTED SOME... AND 

SINCE QU WEDDING, JAM, \ BESIDES, T HAVE TO. 
NK! 


IGET WHERE SHES GOING 

AND SEE THE STARS OF 

THIS SHOW: THE MIGHTY 
AVENGERS ! 


BUT If I EVER FIND 
THE GUY WHO SENT 
THIS EXTRA Bouquet ! 


THATS MY FAULT, LIN 


I ORDERED THEM FOR I KNEW SHE SORRY TO INTERRUPT, 
BUT THE BEAST AND I 


MYSELF, ACTUALLY. AS 
A TRUE WITCH, U'VE ARE IN HOT PURSUIT OF 
COME TO LIKE HAVING fe A PRIVATE ARMY / 


FLOWERS AKOUND! 
3 THIS 1S 


VENGERS 
BUSINESS! 


IT'S A HABIT 
SHE ACQUIRED 
ON OUR 


HONEYMOON 
ISLAND, HANK. 


SORRY TO CUT THIS SO SHORT, Goop, THEN / \AVENGERS BUSINESS"! KATH THE STAR- 
PEOPLE, BUT FROM WHAT Z HEAR, SPANGLED AVENGER RETURNED TO US AT LAST ?, 
YOU NEED THE REST ANYWAY. FAREWELL, 
PYMS/ WE 

TAKE SCARS: 


AND HANK. i 


WE HAVEN'T 
HAD A CHAT 
IN MONTHS f / 


THEY'RE GOOD, IM STILL UNDECIDED 
PEOPLE, HANK / ABOLT THAT, HONEY. 
WHATEVER KNOCKS SUST HERE! TAKE 
WE'VE TAKEN, TM. THESE GOO! 

GLAD WE HELPED 

FOUND THE 

AVENGERS / 


OH, HELLO! MANSION. 


AREN'T THE 
HANK, IM SURE WE'VE MET THAT 
GiRU BEFORE... BUT T DON'T 
REMEMBER WHEN. 
rN I bo. it 
By i aN WAS ATREED AND 


SUE RICHAROS' 
\ . WEDDING, * 


HAVE TO BE 
SO SMART 


*IN FF ANNUAL #3.--MARY, 


MEANWHILE, ON THE STREETS TOHOME,,,. | WHAT NOW TRANSPIRES TO EXCITE THE CROWDZ 
THERE'S SOME TIE-IN BETWEEN ROXXON ) 9 
OIL AND THE BRAND CORPORATION! 
TONIGHT'S ACTION PROVED IT ! 


| aay 
THIS IS A CASE THE } --AND SINCE THE 


HOUGHT IT 
WAS TIME TO JOIN 
FORCES AGAIN ! 


<050N 


FZ 


| f 
Ali 


AND THAT MEANS IRON MAN AND MOON- 
DRAGON ARE BACK -- WITH OR 
WITHOUT THE MISSING HAWKEYE / 


LET'S HOPE WE DON'T 
HAVE A DOUBLE CRISIS 
ON OUR HANDS 


THEY QUICKEN THEIR. HOWDY, PEOPLE. splooKs IF our SUSPICIONS 


PACE TOWARD THEIR. LIKE WE TIMED Ot ARE CORRECT, YOUR 

HEADQUARTERS, AS ARRIVAL ABOUT RIGHT FRIEND HAS BEEN 

THOR FILLS INCAP ON. TRAPPED IN TIME 

THE BACKGROUND OF WELL, Hi, LOVE- Lu HE 

THE BOWMANS. uf YE ARE REST OF US TO 

STRANGE ABSENCE.., BUT TWAIN, OUR DOOM / 
AVENGER. 


HAWKEYE, 
THEN, IS 


WAS A ENOUGH, 
YOUNG JARVIS 
LADY-- LATER. 


IT DOESN'T 


WORSE 
THAN THAT, 
TT? THUNDER GOD! 
Hf ssauat 


WE'VE BEEN HAD BY 


KANG THE 
CONQUERORS 
C~4 


AGAIN? THIS IS GETTING- 
MONOTONOUS J 


WHO COULD EXPECT THE 
MAN TO BE OBSESSED? 


DIDN'T ANY OF You SUS- 
PECT IT MIGHT HAPPEN? 


THAT'S FINE WITH 
ME, THOR. IF I'VE 
WALISED INTO AN ON- 


GOING SITUATION... 


4 YOU'LL HAVE TO SPLIT 
THE TEAM ANYWAY... 


TO KEEP ME AWAY 
FROM YOU THIS TIME! 


f 
PATSY 
BAXTER!* A 
U A ii = 


ail\ 


IWS PATSY WALKER AGAIN THESE DANS, 
FELLA-- NOT THAT YOU'D HAVE BOTHERED, 
TO KEEP TRACK OF ME ! 


Uhh... LOOK, PAT, LM 
IN THE MIDDLE OF 
SOME IMPORTANT 
BUSINESS HERE... 


* YOU KNEW IT WAS THE 
FORMER STAR OF PATSY WALKER 
MCS pieable i Mores 


IDVENTURES Al ILONG,, 
DION'T YOU, TRUE BELIEVER?--M. 


AHH, THE HECK WITH 
IT! ‘You CAUGHT ME, 
FAIR ANO SQUARES 


Lif COME ON IN THE NEXT 
ROOM. WE CAN TALK 
IN THERE-- IN PRIVATE! 


THIS MAY TAKE 
TIME, THOR, ARE 
WE AGREED 

TO GO? 


THE el OUTSIDE THe RAMEE GO AHEAD, PAT -- DON'T BE SHY. 


ROOM FAt IS THOR 1OON- MISS, WE 
Benen MAKE THe EXIT BUT ist you \E-7) KNOW THAT 

|E VOICES INSIDE CRESCENDO IN ! ALREADY! 
CourgoveRs¥ FOR TEN LONG 


PAT HAS AN 


Y-YOU ) THEY DO, T TOLD || | --SO YOU DON'T HAVE 
EM. WHO CARES?} | ANYTHING TO HOLD OVER 
MY HEAD ANY MORE! 
I DON'T HAVE 


ASECRETLD. 
ANY MORE-- 


STILL IN A A_MOMENT 


(EAKNESS, I DID 
=-AND, IF IT'S ALL RIGHT WITH YOU, CAP, = MISE -~ 
I'D LIKE TO HAVE HER COME AS t BR MAKE YOU A PROMISE: 
OBSERVER ON THIS ACTION TONIGHT: 


[now —— 
A MINUTE: . 


I WANT TO SHOW MANGE -- BUT DESPITE HER 
HER WHAT SUPER- SCHOOL-GIRL CHARM, 
HEROING INVOLVES, PAT WALKERS GOT GRITS 
FOR REASONS OF 
MY OWN J 


AROUND WITH 
you? BESIDES, 


AND SO, THE AVENGERS BEGIN 
SIMULTANEOUS OPERATIONS -- 

BOTH OF WHICH ARE DESTINED TO 
SHAKE THEM TO THEIR VERY SOULS! 


WITH BARELY 
A FURROWED 
BROW, THE 
MYSTERIOUS 


TITANESS FIRES 
BRAIN BOLT 


S. 
COUNTLESS, 
CENTURIES! 


[/ YOU DISLIKE BEING 
CALLED A GOD 
BEFORE MEN, EH? 


DESPITE 

HIMSELF, 
THOR STANDS 
ASTOUNDED 


AT SUCH. 
UNGUESSED 


YOU WISH FOR ME 
TO TRANSPORT YOU 
THROUGH T/ME? 


ONE WHO LEARNED YOUR 
SRAIN PATTERNS WHEN LAST 
WE MET, O MASTER OF TIME! 


FOLLOW MY 
(MAGE FROM 
YOUR ER4=~ 


30 BEIT! CY 
Aa 


--AND WE WOULD 
AVOID MECHANICAL 
TIME MACHINES ! 


Ig Yj s 

Gigeles 
‘MMORTUS ! | 

iN THAT 

DIRECTION! 


= : 


a 


ee S a : > 
LY, y Y, S , 
Zing oS eR ‘a SY @y CEASE YOUR MADNESS! HAVE I 
Z S |OT PROVEN YOU CANNOT PREVAIL? « 


EAA, “egsonat rorce Dia ~ 
Sm FIELD, GOPLING! me SW ‘iN 3 OUT OF 4 GIANTAVENGERS.--N. 


Fall 


Vag MIJOLNIR 
‘CAN ABSORB 
TRINE 


COMING 


WEAKNESS /, 


ef = BRING 
IT INTO 
CONCEN- 


( y q SUFFER 
\Y 


i 


A\\ 7) 


AND THOUGH THE GOPENGWKNOW| | iF THE BEAST AND T ARE \ 
NO TIMG, THE REMAINING AVENGERS | | RIGHT, SHELLHEAD, THERE'S BRAND, AND WE 
WOULE CONSIDER THIS“ AT THE EAST PART OF AN a GITTEN BADLY! I'VE ALWAYS 
SAME MOMENT, ” ELSEWHERE IN THER! ast THOUGHT THEY PLAYED THE 7 
ETERNITY.., ee" _ wd GAME TOO FAST AND LOOSE! 
Five super- \ K= pape 
HEROES SHOULD 7 THAT -- AND YOUR. 
BE ABLE TO SMILING FACE-- ARE 
Al 


GONE AFTER. HAWK- 
EYE AND KANG! i 


= = es 


I'M WITH YOU ALL THE WAYS 


|... BUT THEN wu ANO THE 
STOPS, VISION'S SWIFT 

AND THINKS RETURN OF 

INSTEAD... THEM TO THE 


AVENGERS 
4IFE. 


— 


AGLOW WITH 
LOVE AS 
SHE IS,,, 


SHORTENED 
HONEYMOON... 


—- WHAT ROAXON AND ‘I ISN'T THAT YOUR 


HINK OUR BRAND CAN 0O WHEN WIFE WITH THEM? 
Ase THEY PUT --- 
COLGNEL'? job, 


HEY! 
COLONEL! 


| BUT WHATEVER HARE- 

| BRAINED SCHEME THAT 

TWERP'S GOT COOKING- 
THIS TIME -~ 


--THOUGH T OF ALL THE -- AND AFTER. 
HAVE TO MY YEARS AS 

ADMIT ITLL AN X*MAN, I 

Neves Mace KNOW SPOOKY!) 


p 
0 
REAL couLD 
wu 
MY “BRERK-IN AT BE A VISION, 
THE BRAND” BIT \S HE‘ 


ACTION £ CLOSE TO PERFECT-- SPOOKY-~ 


WOULDN'T'CHA, 
JUST KNOW IT? 


HALT. AND FACE 
THE FURY OF -- 


THAT'S “SUPREME "~- NOT 
SSINISTER,” WWENGERS ! “SUST SO YOU'LL KNOW LAST WAY BACK 
WHO CREAMED YOU! IN # 85-86. -- MARVELOUS MARV. 


BUT-- THAT DOESN'T 
MAKE ANY SENSE! THE 
SQUADRON SINISTER 
WAS A CREATION OF 
THE GRAND-MASTER[* 
THOSE MEN ‘a 
WERE EVIL -- 
hs | 
UT THE SQUADRON 
SUPREME, THOUGH 
THEY LOOKED SIMILAR, 
WERE ACTUALLY HEROES J} 
FROM A PARALLEL Uf 
DIMENSION, 


GOLDEN 
ARCHER #* 
WHO WAS 


SHARPEN UP, 
Sif OR DLL LEAVE 
Le MYSELE WIDE 


OPEN 


Lin CASE YOU'RE STILL IN THE 
DARK, IRON JAWS, FLL PUT IT 
IN WORDS OF ONE SYLLABLE: 


ON MY WORLD, H’T WAS 

CALLED ‘AWKEYE-- BUT 

‘ERE, WI HAD TO 
AVOID CONFUSION! 


H'IT WAS A GOOD 
JOKE TO TAKE HIS. 
NAME AND 
COSTUME, WOT? 


G.A. ALWAYS: 
OVERREACTS! ITS| 
HIS TRADEMARK! 


ALL YOU 
AVENGERS 
WILC BE JUST 


= 
—~ MEMORIES 


UP TO HIS NAME! 
WITHOUT. 
QUICKSILVER 
AROUND, I'VE 
FORGOTTEN WHAT 
SPEED CAN 
MEANS 


I THOUGHT 

I SMELLED SOME- 

THING ROTTEN IN THE STATE 
OF ROXXON! 


INSULT THE 
SQUADRON 
SUPREME, 
CREATURE { 
SOLD, SO SWEARS 
our! HYPERION ! 


YOU EXPECTED TO ONLY ROXXON HAS 


I AM BEGINNING TO 
FIND AN ARMY HERE ! WHATEVER IT 


REALIZE THE TRUTH 
WHAT A LAUGHS m@ NEEDS ALWAYS 


AT THE 
REACY! 


OF YOUR STATEMENTS, 
DR. SPECTRUM, 


TO VIRTUAL 
NOTHINGNESS! 


AND THUS ARE THE TIDES 
OF BATTLE TURNED-- FOR 
BEFORE WANDA CAN 
FOLLOW UP HER FIRST HEX: 


BUT SHE'S AS UNCONSCIOUS.,, AS HE 1S/ 


r 


ECH« 
, % i | 2 
» a 
YOU'RE | 
V /THE LAST, P 
WAMERICAN! Jy 
yy 


HE CAN'T FIGHT A 

N WHOSE SUPER-FAST ‘4 

BODY LETS HIM LITERALLY THAN YOu 
LK ON AIRS 


WAI CAN CHEWS 


THAT GOT THEM ALL, 
COLONEL BAXTER / 
Bina aa 
It 
TNC ve Mi JONES. THSUGH 
Shami te hac I ALWAYS SENSED 
THAT SHE HAD SOME 
CONNECTION -- 
PACT, OR SOMETHING - 
_————e et WITH THE BEAST / ‘ 


ea mmamg MY 


Gy, 


Si \E 
DELIVERS THEIR. 
PRISONERS TO THE 
rere 


IND 
EX-WIFE |S y , NO ONE Witt BE 
DOING HERE! \ ¥ SEE TOSTOP US/ 


4 AND THE TRUTH OR 
4 FALSITY OF THE COLONELS 
i; WORDS WiLL BE SHOWN IN 
THE COMING MONTHS, 
MARVELITE-- AS WILL THE 
SULTS OF -~ 


IT 1S, RATHER, 
E 1873, OEMONS'-- 
TO WHICH KANG FLED, 
MY FRIENDS ! =. THE LAST 
YEAR YOU. 
SHALL EVER 
KNOW f 


IT IS -~ 
INCREDIBLE! 


| WHO--OR WHAT-- 1S SO INCREDIBLE? WE'D BE ONI 
TELL YOU RIGHT NOW-- BUT WE'VE RUN OUT OF SPACE, AND YOU 
G| HAVE TO SEE THIS TO BELIEVE IT! DON'T MISS AVENGERS #142 -- 


Ri 
EYES, IT APPEARS To BE 
THE AMERICAN FAR WEST, 
IN THE YEAR JEWS 


Lf TOO HAPPY TO 


TO MY ANCIENT 


> ECT 
JARVELITE--YOUR EYES AREN'T DECEIVING YOU! IT arr 


A, a. vs The WILDEST bit Eaad ql ee Li fait 


mT A || 
2 a 
EM J 


FRIEND--THIS STO 


A vou DARE NOT MISS! | 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no sing/e super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Shit THE MIGHTY AVENGERS! . 


HANOS UP, 
OWLHOOTS! THIS. 
IS THE RAWHIDE 

KID TALKIN’ 


9 HEED HIM, 
DEMONS, OR 


YOU WHERE 
YOU STAND! 


a» BUT WHAT. 
THEY'VE FOUND 1S 
SOMETHING ELSE! 


il YN 
STEVE ENGLEHART | GEORGE PEREZ, ART TOM ORZECHOWSKI, Calligraphy MARY WOLFMAN 
STORY VINNIE COLLETTA = INKS JANICE COHEN, Col foring EDITOR 


WHAT MANNER \/_OF CouRSE 44 { NET YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF YouR 
4 ADOPTED LAND IS FAULTY, THOR, 
IF YOU FAIL TO RECOGNIZE THESE 

MEN AS MORE THAN MERE 


“COWBOYS "/ 


EXT TO THE RAWHIDE Kk. 


~~ \\ Wi 

} Yr ~> 3 fi 
NI fied AND BEHIND HIM, Ww --ANO TO HIS LEFT, THE 
SITS THE TWO-GUN KID-- KID COLT-- ORIGINAL A/GHT RIDER-~ 

- oT NVWaic CS t 

= Y) 4 ” % 
/ — 
~ g 7 | 


--ANO TO THE 
REAR, THE --WHO DOTH 
RINGO KIDS DETEST 

FIREARMS! 


= 
RAWHIDE! THESE a AYE, T HEARD, 
RANNIES AIN'T NO THAT. 4 MOONDRAGON-- 
ORDINARY EAR? 
owLHooTs! 


THAT'S FOR 
DANG SURE, 
RINGO ! 


THEN COME, COWBOY-- TAKE | | WELL? ) LISSEN, MA'AM, AH 
US THITHER! WE HAVE JOUR- } [LET US | AIN'T RIDIN’ NOWHERES 
NEYED FAR TO FIND Him £ 


“IF YOU'D HAVE ME FLY... /” RAWHIDE PONDERS 
ELANTRA CTRL CTR OL STAC ATOM, 


alae 
LIFTS: Shen 


ies 


+3 
ide 
AETER THAT, THE. | 
WESTERN WRANGLERS | | 
ARE ONLY TOO GLAD 
TO RIDE ON! 


DOWN BELOW'S THE TOWN OF 
TOMBSTONE, WHERE I USUALLY 
ANG MY SPURS. WE'LL HAVETA 
CAT-FOOT-IT IN FROM THIS 
POINT. 


EAS SHADOWS, THEY SLIP 


20M THE ROCKS, AND SKULK. 


- 
a er 


O MINE'S 
OFFICE. * 


WH--2 ONLY ONE PERSON IN THE 
WORLO TALKS LIKE THAT! 


HAWKEYE/ ‘TIS GOOD Y DOUBLED 
TO Sl EE ONCE ANDO 


OD ! REDOUBLED, 
SONUVODIN ! 


BUT HOW IS IT THAT YOU 
CAME TO BE HERE, AVENGER? 


‘oT TRIPPED THE SWITCH IN 
MY INIMITABLE STYLE... 
TT 


4 


AVENGERS’ MANSI 


rer] 


“NEVER ONCE BOTHERIN' 
TO THINK ABOUT... 
C77 TT SST 


“WE'D DONE SO MUCK 


TIME TRAYELIN; T 
WAS ACTUALLY 


FIGURIN’ TO_BE 
BORED-- BUT 

WOULDN'T YOU KNOW 

THAT GOOEBALL WAS 
WAITIN’ FOR ME J 


“THE WAY HE COMES AND GOES, HE PROBABLY KNEW I'D BE 
on) A TRIP BEFORE I Di NW, IE EACH DID OUR 


aa 
A 


BD aes ee esi 
THE MANTIS SCENE -- 


WAZA 


SAN! THE NEXT THING I 
KNEW, I WAS STANDIN’ IN 
THE DESERT, ALt BY MY 
LONESOME! 


(A. NT 

CAUSI 

OULDA BEEN AA 
WHERE -- AT ANY TIM 


ETT 


YAN! WHILE 
I wuz STILL 
AIRIN’ OUT 
MY JAW-- 


“ANYBODY WANNA GUESS WHO. 
HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN 2 
my 


NI DION'T 
THINK SO, 
eg y \ 


“AT ANY RATE, 
I SLUPPED. 
THE PRIVATE 
POSSE, AN' 
DITCHED MY 
MASK, AND 
TUNIC -- 


oO 
iS 
Z 


>) 

-- ANOTHER. WC 4 
ONE O' THOSE os 
MEN FROM 

MAR: 

Wi 


WHEN THE REAL “MAN 
FROM MARS” SHOWED UP! 


\.- AN’ AAY AMERICAN HISTORY. 
WHO I'D FIND 


S--SO I COULD Cees INTO 


THE TOWN'S NAME Wé 
HALF THE BUILDINGS -- 


WAIT A MINUTE, HAWK / DOES 
THAT MEAN ALL YOUR FRIENDS 
KNOW WHO I REALLY AM ? 


Ah, SIMMER DOWN, 
TWO-GUN. NOBOD’ 


WITHAL, THINE ADVENTURE HATH 
LED US TO OUR FOE, HAWKEYE / 


I HAVE SWORN THAT 
THIS BATTLE SHALL BE 
THE LAST ‘TWEEN 

HIM AND US / 


WHAT DOES 
IMMORTUS HAVE TA 
SAY ABOUT IT? 


HE SAYS NOTHING, 
WISELY LEAVING OUR 
DESTINIES TO OURSELVES. 


ME, IT DON'T SAVVY 
HALF O' WHAT'CHUR, 
PALAYERIN' ABOUT-- 
BUT IF YER HERE FOR. 
KANG, WELCOME f 


KANG'S TAKEN OVER V/“IF ANYBODY EVEN 
MOST EVERYONE IN HEARD OUR PONIES 
TOMBSTONE -- MADE WHINNEY, KANG 
‘EM HIS SLAVES, WOULD SOON 
SOMEHOW. KNOW ABOUT IT! 


TROUBLE 
15, WE 

AIN'T GOT 

TOO FAR. 


-- WE HEARD HIM BELLOWIN’ 


TO THE RENEGADES THAT HE 
COULD KILL ANYBODY IN TOWN 
JUST BY PUSHIN’ A BUTTON, 


Va 


It's 
Ml iIncReDiBLe! 


> 


BUT WHAT 
COULD HE 
WANT WITH 
THIS 
REALM? 


THAT'S WHAT I FIGURED, IT 
MAKES SE/ , 

PERVERTED SORT OF WAY. 
b 


AND IF HE DOES 
7T WELL ALL 
CEASE TO BE! 


TO CONQUER, 
THE ZOTH CENTURY, 
HE WILL FIRST 

CONQUER, 

THE (9th J 


PLAN. f 


a8 


OAS 


[ees GEM'S MANI- 

FESTATIONS ARE 

MORE THAN MERELY 
THE PHYSICAL. 


EVEN MY E7HEREAL 
FORM CANNOT PASS, 
THROUGH THE BARS! 


I HOPE YOU'RE HAPPY, 
PATSY Dieyaae ar 


DON'T BE 
SHL4,, 

Beast! 

fever i* 


BETTER TEAM ! 


~-LIKE WHY THESE 
HEROES FROM ANOTHER 
MORE UMPORTANT WORLD ARE WORKING 
MATTERS TO FOR ME-- ANP WHAT 
WORRY ABOUT-- THEY'LL DO NEXT! 


YOU'RE A RAT, BUZZ 

YEAH? ANO BAXTER! YOU'RE WO- 
HOW ABOUT ME, THING LIKE THE 

SWEETHEART? MAN T MARRIED ~~ 


--OR EVEN 
THE MAN I 
ovoRCED / 


Au 


CHANGED! { 


SEEMS LIKE YOU 
SHOULD WONDER. 
WHAT THE AVENGERS , 
WILL DO NEXT, JONES / 


HELD US, 
FOREVER ! 


LBTEN, YOU BIG 
PALOOKA, THEY'LL 
Gerour OF HERE! 


SURE, PATS... 
[Sure THING! 


lets 60, 
SQUADRON. / 


Sol 

janes, ‘actions, 
JUST AS IT 
ALWAYS HAS. > 


/ 


You BET! YOU 
WERE TELLIN’ ME 
ABOUT A 
URANIUM MINE 
IT MAKES RUNS 
FOR! 


YOU MAN NOT KNOW ALL OF 
URANIUM'S USES, BUT I 0O-- 
AND KANG DoES! BELIEVE 


ME, HE'LL WANT IT -- 


Ub, $44, HAWK -- WHO THEY'RE MY 
ARE THESE RANNIES, FRIENDS, K10-- 

REALLY? EVEN IF THEY ARE 

a ONE-OF-A-KING ; 

FOR ANY AGE / 


YET THERE SHALL 
BE GUARDS -- YEA, 
AND JUSTICE, TOO! 


GOD, THERE 
IS 
. THING --/ 


DOST THOU 
INTEND FOR us f 
TO REMAIN 
BEHIND? 


HAVE BEEN! * 


*MOONDRAGON 
WAS TAKEN TO SATURN'S MOON 
OF TITAN AS A CHILD. -- MARY. 


, BUT SUDDENL 
ARIZONA QUIET IS CUT. 
WITH A CLATTER-- 


THE PECOS TRAIN IS DEAD 

ON TIME-- ANP SO ARE 
SIX MEN ON 4 BUTTE! 

5 7 


‘ie 


TYPICAL 
TRAVELERS 
SIT TENSELY... 


SHE'S AS RIPE FOR, 
MUCK IN AS A SOW , 
A WEEK STRAYED. 


BEEN WA WAITIN’ FOR. DO! 


THERE GO THE BuCKERS. a WER VE 
ANG WITH SEM, TROUGH, 


WELL, WE DON'T REALLY NEED 

vm J WE'LL GET WHAT WE 

WANT JUST THE SAME, OR. 
MY NAME'S NOT -- 


TIME TO RIDE 
INTO ACTION! ! 


T WH 
WOULD HAVE 


THOUGHT -- . 


THE SIGNAL! 


- THAT WHEN I CHOSE 1 
MAINTAIN A SECRET, WDENTITY, 
SUCH PEOPLE AS “THE 
AVENGERS WICULD FOLLOWS 


THE MAN CALLEPACE, DESPITE 
P COMMANE 


THE RISKS OF 
AND SUDDEN FRONTIER JUSTICE-- 


ea STILL 
HE 
ROBBERY 


ART THOU LEARNING 
FICIENTLY, PRIESTESS? 


THE LOCOMOTIVE TIPS, DANGEROUSLY 
SE TO ‘OR 


[ AND THE RAIDERS NEVER LOSE AN INCH] 


NOW YEW DON'T 
WANNA TALK TO THE, 
MAN LIKE THAT, ACE! 


WHAT WOULD WE 
DO WITH ALL THIS 
COAL? 


NICE 


7 


HOW LONG'S IT 
Ww POLE- 
€ JASPER 
ON, I, 
RECKON! 


TOO BAD 
YEW DIDN'T SEE 


ME JUMP IN AT, 
THE LAST PASS / 


GLORY BE! THATS 
KID COLT ACOMIN’/ 


ww 


MISTER 
NOBODY a 
OUTRUNS 27 
STEEL -- 
Ge 


\. 
TA 


— 
ZA 


Lees YIPPEE / 
— a 

JOHN WAINE! Z WAS NEVER 
= an AL E UKE THIS! 


HERE'S WHERE 
T EARN AY 
if”\ REAL NAME... 


—_—_—— 
PARDNER, I SEEN 
WHAT YOUR BOSS 
DID TO THE FOLKS 
IN TOMBSTONE -- 


ANY MAN THAT'D 


AIN'T EVEN WORTH 
THE PRICE OF A 
BULLET! 


MY FISTS 
ARE ALL == 


Cott! RAWHIDE! © THINK © aw 
Y THE RINGO KID HISSELF / 


LUCKY FER 
ME NOBODY 


THIS (S TOO 
MUCH! THERE 

| AIN'T NOTHIN’ ff 
ANY WORSE- 


--AN' SINCE I ALREADY GOT 
MY GUN POINTED AT YER LIVER. 


WHY DON'TCHA 
TRY SOMETHIN’ 
FANCY... 7 


NOTHIN’ AY MOTHER WAS AN INDIAN. 
YOu CAN I SHOULDN'T RAVE STRUCK 
HIM FROM BEHINP-- 
THI 


DO, HUH? 


WORD TO 
INSULT YOU, 
HAWKEYE 


FIGHTIN'S 
STOPPED! g 


‘--ANO NOW I TRULY COMPREHEND 
WHAT HE MUST HAVE FELT! TITAN 
1S SO PERFECT -- SO ALL- 

ENCOMPASSING -- AND THIS 1S... 
SO REAL! 


SAT LAST, AY 
ASSOCIATION 
WITH THE 
THAT 


uST 
P CHAYO JUAREZ ! 
y HE'S MY QUARRY / 


SPARKS SKID FROM BENEATH 

THE MIGHTY STALLION'S 

HOOVES AS HE CLEARS THE 
CREST--! 


THE IMPACT CHAVO HITS 


INTIME, THE KID 
REALIZES WHAT 
HES DOING .. 


4 HE THINKS ABOUT. 

WHY, AND WHY HE MADE 

THAT LEAP IN THE 
FIRST Pt, 


PERHAPS IT'S 
BECAUSE, 
NEXT TO THE 
AVENGERS..,, 


ONE DAY, THOU MUST 

EXPLAIN HOW IT 1S THOU 
SHORLOST KNOW SUCH 
THINGS, MOONDRAGON { 


“TIS ENOUGH =~ 


>TO TAKE 
( ONCE MORE 


HEAVENS! 


—— 


ANOTHER LEGEND OF THE 
WEST HAS BEEN BIRTHED 
THIS SUMMER'S EVE / 


BUT IN THE BOX CANYON AT THOR'S JOURNEY'S END, MERE AND THEN, ME AN' A FEW'A 
MORTALS ARE ALREADY DEALING WITH COLD HAR FACT! 4 THE BOS. Ane: GONNA, 


Ne 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


STR Lee se TE ~ y AVENGERS! a 


polear! 
you GOT _& 
TEN SECONDS 
4 tO TALK-- 


HOR LL BLO} 
YOUR INNARDS Ito THE 


NEXT COUNTY! 


tonbee: 


KID COLTS 
HOODED E Nee 
GLINT Lik 
péSbler HeosT 
UNDER HIS 
STETSONS SHADOW! 
HIS RAW IS 
SWIET AND SURE 
AND HIS GUN IS AS 
BIG AS A BUTTE! 


AN AVENGERS ADVENTURE, BELIEVE IT OR NOT-- BREWED UP OVER AN OPEN FIRE BY. 


STEVE ENGLEHART & GEORGE PEREZ AK i CRAINGE! ec Onan LETTERER 
WORTS & PICTURES IKER 6. , COLORIST 


7 ILL Tatk! 

Tit Talk! 
ANYTHING, 
(OU SAY 


AJ 


ME ‘N’ THE BOYS 

DIDN'T MING 

ROBBIN' A 
TRAIN FER KANG--!* 


* LAST ISH, O'COURSE-- BUT WE'LL 
CATCH YOU UP IF YOU MISSED (T--MARV. 


WORKIN’ FER_HIM SEEMED LIKE A RIGHT. 


SMART THING TO DO! BUT HE DION 


US ABOUT THESE OTHER DUCES LIKE HIM-- 


Tt WARN 


AFTER THE WAY KANG 

TURNED EVERYBODY IN 
TOMBSTONE INTO WALKIN’ 
vEao ¢ 


--1T JEST 
SEEMED A 
RIGHT SMART 
THING TO DOS, 


SPEAK NOW! 


ENOW, KID 
COLT! HE WILL 


“N’ ME WERE 
RUNNIN’ 
THIS SHOW! 


LET IM GO, GOLOILOCKS/ 
TILL YOU AN’ THE DRAGON 
LADY POPPED IN, THE KIDS 


S 
NEVERTHELESS, 
WE WORK 
TOGETHER NOW, 
AS KIO COLT SAID-~ 


THERE'S NO NEED FOR ARGU- 

MENT, MEN! I, FOR ONE. AM 

MORE THAN GLAD TO HELP 
THE THUNDER GOP! _, 


OR A WORLD, MAYBE, 
TWO: GUN, KANG THE 
CONQUEROR EARNED. 

HIS NAME 7 

HAT'S WHY, 


Lu 3 
ONCE ACE, HERE, TELLS. 


HOW TO GET INTO BA HEALTH, HAWK, BUT AFTER 
HIS CITADEL -- Z ALL, TOMBSTONE !S 
f MY TOWN -- 


--AND THAT MEANS THE TWO-GUN KID PLAYS THIS 
id e HAND THROUGH! 


BUT NEVER FOR AN 
INSTANT FORGET WHO 
WE FACE, COWBOY! 


COOL OFF, Kio! 
JUST “CAUSE THE LADY 
KE A 


=- WHEN UP TIL WOW, 
I'VE BEEN TOP GUN’ 
IN THESE PARTS -- [S 
NO REASON TO RILE! 


MAYBE THEY LET WOMEN PRANCE 
INP HALE-NAKED, WITH 


AROUNG? 
SHAVED HEADS, IN THE 
AVENGERS' TIME! 


3 MAYBE THEY 
LET EM GIVE 
THE ORDERS! 


ME, I'M JUST GONNA KEEP ON TRYIN’ TO BELIEVE ANY OF THIS 1S <S 
REALLY HAPPENING TO A LAWYER-TURNED-LAWMAN LIKE ME -- 


--ANO VO. 
WHaT I CAN 


FOR EM! 


DOWN THE 


gE EVEN AS OTHER EYES PAUSE UPON SEEING 
THEM! THE IMAGE 1S CRUDE, BUT ITS MAKER. 
ye ee ENOUGH TIME iN THIS ERA TO MAKE 


——— \ 


AT THE END OF. 
THE STREET LOOMS 
THE CAUSE OF 
TOMBSTONES 
SILENCE. 


ACE GAVE 


FREELY OF HIS 
PASSWORD, 
BUT KANG 
MAY HAVE 
PROTECTIVE 
DEVICES! 


ACLOUC OF WARMTH BILLOWS 

OUT INTO THE CRISP NIGHT AIR, 

ALL AROUND, THE CRICKETS. 
CEASE THEIR SONG, 


LOOKS LIKE 


HERE'S 
WHERE 


WE DO 
OR DIE! 


im] NEVERTHELESS, 
(AVE WHOM I 


REVENGE, 
TIME -LORD? 


YOUR ENTIRE 
ASSEMBLAGE! 
REVENGE 
FOR ALLOWING 

THE COURSE 

OF EVENTS: 
TQ PROCEED 
AS FATE HAD 
LONG SINCE 
DECREEO? 


KEPT HER 
FROM ME! EK 


FOR THAT, 
YOu must 


41T HAPPENED IN #3 1N GIANT-SIZE (SIGH) 
AVENGERS #/40.--M. AVENGERS #2,3, & 4. --M. 


YOU BLUE-NOSED BABOON! I'VE HEARD OF 
FIXATIONS BEFORE, BUT YOU TAKE THE CAKE! 


ee 


I SHALL NOT GIVE UP THIS | | TLL REGRET 
LIFE, ARCHER / KANG THE NOTHING -~ 
CONQUEROR WILL HOLO FAST —— 
JO HIS IWENTITY TILL THE 
S ENO OF HIS DAYS-- 


ea | | 
A alee 
eet | ST 


1G 


LEAST OF ALL, 


= 


\\ \. 
\ A x 
Vp Wet? 


Ay S 
IG Sutin} 


“HEED 
ME WELL, 
AVENGERS! .. 


“OF ALL 
THE FOES 
YOU_HAVE 
FACED, NONE 
CAN COMPARE 
WITH KANG THE 
CONQUEROR / 


ST KNOW ALL 
JHE SUBTLE 
SECRETS OF 
TIME, FROM 
THE DAWN OF 
ANTIQUITY TO 
THE TWILIGHT 
OF ETERNITY! 
I HAVE 

RULED -- NOT. 
NATIONS -- BUT 
WHOLE CONTINENTS 

OF MENS 


ST HAVE 
GROUND. 
BILLIONS 
BENEATH 
MY BOOTS-- 


ALWAYS: 
DEFIeo ME! 


“NO MATTER WHO 
RAISED YOUR 
BANNER, THE 

AVENGERS HAVE 

FOREVER 
THWARTED 
AY wite f 


‘WO LONGER! YOU 
HAVE HELO THE 
CELESTIAL 
MACONNA FROM 
ME, AN? THIS TIME, 
YOU SHALL KNOW, 
KANG'S VENGEANCE / 


“NOTHING SHALL 
KEEP ME FROM 
DESTROYING EACH 
AND EVERY AVENGER 
WHO EVER LIVED-- 


“FROM YOU 
HAPLESS FOOLS 
TO IRON MAN, 
THE VISION-- 
EVEN THORS 


NYOUR ALLIES SHALL | 
KNOW NO PEACE 

FROM ME, SAVE THE 
PEACE OF THE GRAVE! 


OF THE EARTH-- 


‘.-AND THEN THIS. 
CENTURY, YOUR 
CENTURY, AND 
ALL OF TIME 
TO COME 

SHALL MARCH 


POUNOING: 
OUT THE 


NOW HERE'S 
AMY PLANS 


MEANWHILE, IN A 
CAREFULLY-CONSTRUCTED 
CAGE HIDDEN DEEP 
WITHIN THE RECESSES OF 
PORATION 


ROXXON OL)... 


Coo 
seen eesee 
eS 


VISION, WE'RE GOING TO NEED YOUR. POWERS OF /NTANGIBILITY! 
U THEIR ALIEN 
4 


RG’ 
NULLIFIES 
MY ABILITIES. 


= 
rL/ To, « IVE ALREADY 


BUT. 
CAP...) ATTEMPTED TO PASS 
THROUGH THESE BARS, * 


x 


#, =ML 
[*LAST ISSUE. --M. 


[iz canrr even BUT YOU CAN PUT YOUR HAND-- 
YOUR WHOLE BODY-- THROUGH 
“< MY SHIELO! 


OPENINGS, 
‘AS YOU 
HUMANS CAN. 


4 


Ri es 
UNDERSTAND 
THAT ! 


IGHT. 


ANG CAP CAN PUT THE 
SHIELD RIGHT IN THE 
ENERGY FLOW-- 


--$O YOU'D ACTUALLY BE 


REACHING THROUGH /T AND 
NOT THE CAGE! OUTTA SIGHT! 


YOUR SOCIAL LIF 
ONE WHOSE E. ISBANC 
HELPE® STICK US JN HERE 


YOU HONOREC our 
AGREEMENT, BEAST--*) 


UT I'M BEGINNING 


Shhh TO WISH YOU'D: 
YOU'LL RUIN TURNED ME Gown! 
MY SOCIAL 

LES 


*S0 FAR, ONLY THEY KNOW WHAT IT WAS, 
= MARY. 


WE CAN WORRY ABOUT THAT 
LATER, MISS BAXTER. I DIDN'T 
RETURN TO THE AVENGERS TO 
STAY COOPED UP! 


EME NOT TO 
UNODERESTIMATE US. 


INCREDIBLE! MY 
MAN 1S INCREDIBLE f 


G7 WATCH YouR 
STEF LADIES! 


You KNOW, 

WANDA. L 
COULD HAVE 
USEC YOUR 
HUBBY IN 
MY SOLO 
BATTLE 
WITH DR, 
SPECTRUMI A 


*IN TRON MAN 463-66.--MARY, 


EVERY DAY, 

I SEE MORE 

WISDOM IN 
HAVING- 
HELPED 


FOUND , 
THIS TEAM! 


lat 4 
Roy’. 


NUTS, LK! SPECTRUM AND HIS, YOU'RE REALLY CONSIDER- 
PALS WERE LOST FROM THE START! ING THIS GUY FOR. 
MEMBERSHIP, KRUH? 


WHEE-o0!/ I've J 


NEVER SEEN 
ANYTHING AS 
FANCY AS THIS -- 
NOT EVEN, 
BACK EAST! 


AND IT'S 
GLOWING! 


YOU MUST. 
LEARN WHAT 
KANG CAN 
ACCOMPLISH, 
EVEN IN THESE 
PRIMITIVE 

AGES! 


aa 


aM 
WITHIN THESE WALLS, T 
Q HAVE CREATED MANY 
I S| WONGERS! BEHOLO THE 
I MAK OF 4st CENTURY 
il I SCIENCE -- 


ms al \i m ZANOA COVOTE! 


[PSK PETES 


THE KIO 
= DOESN'T 
[TWO-GUN, 
OLE SON, 


loo a Ay 


s 


é 


HA HA! HOW LONG T HAVE WAITED FORTHIS! EACH 
RE, THEY'VE SOMEHOW SLIPPED THRU MY FINGERS -- 


MY SCANNER “THERE IS A 

HOLE IN THE 
FAR WALL--A 
GAPING HOLE! 


EH? WHER 
i THE 
BEARDED 
STRANGER? 


-=BY SOMEONE WITH Y 
EXTRAORDINARY 
STRENGTH -- 

TO ESCAPE: 


A CLEVER TACTIC, I'LL AOMIT, AVENGER-- 


~- BUT SURELY 

: YOU HAVEN'T 

: FORGOTTEN MY 
ZA EVER-PRESENT 

FORCE - FIELO? 


ZS * 


NAY, VARLET! THOR HATH NOT FORGOTTEN - 


ANCHORED TO 
THE GROUNe/ 


Uf, KOM WY 


Gf. “ wy ip CITADEL! 
Y Yanni 
3 
OPEN SKIES -- 
‘\_A 
aN 


G 


er ea 


MATT HAWK 1S A BRAVE 

MAN-- ALWAYS HAS BEEN: 

BUT HE IS A MAN OF A 

SIMPLER TIME, BEREFT 

OF COMICS, MOVIES, 
OR THE TUBE! 


YOU AND I HAVE SEEN 
MANY MONSTERS. 


MATT HAWK HAS 
SEEN BUT ONE! 


MAINTAINED 
\Y LIFE... 


AS T TOLD 
THOR AT THE 


MORTALS! 


COMBATTING- 
KANG- 15 SOLELY 
DESIGNED-- 


\id We} *f 
Vad 


YOU SURE? YOU'RE NOT_USEO. a 
JO STUFF LIKE THIS. ees 

Y 1 SAID I'M FINE, MISTER! ee 
DON'T YUH UNDERSTAND AEA) 
ENGLISH ? i 


Ss at Sak AH YES-- BUT 
as EGR Aidesress 
2hy/ Sh 

Sy MORE, 


G «: 
UNDERSTANDS 
fiXD FAR f 


--FOR SURELY ART THOU THE | 
MOST TYRANNICAL-- BOTH 
TOWARD OTHERS ANC THYSEL el 


‘TIS TRUTH, KANG, THAT 
THOU ART MOST UNLIKE 7 ‘ ] NE'ER, DOST THOU 
ALL OTHERS WE \ RECOGNIZE AN ENDING- 
AVENGERS HAVE BATTLED-- \ TO THY LUSTS -- 


--YET THERE MUST 


MY PROTECTION STRAINS -- BUT DEFENSE IS 
BE AN ENDING / 


TOWARD UNKNOWN LIMITS TO ) | NOT THE WAY OF KANG -- 
CONQUER THE RAGE OF THE KANG THE 
THUNDER GOD! IT WILL CONQUEROR! 


y YET HOLD-- 


BY LovAH--1, 
HIS POWER--! 


FEEL THE FORCE OF MY 
|DISSOL Chey BEAM, 


THEN [LL RAISE THE 
POWER LEVEL EVEN 


HIGHER! 
TLL OBLITERATE TLL GIVE 
THIS WHOLE HAMLET you MORE! 
IF fT Must! J 


Bur IT 
SKITTERS 
THROUGH 
KANG, NOW, 


Say A 
SPIDER Y WERENESS 
SPINE... WEAKNESS 


di you CANNOT TRIUMPH worm, man! | TY NO/MORE! KANG 
"MORE. Fate? ‘Tu Ran = j TOO FAR! CONQUERS! CONQUERS! 
PORE ep e MORE! KANG! KANG! 


pr 


a 


aE 
=: = 


HE DESTROYED fe Beceem ie] By 
T'VE LEARNED hierecud reise 

In My fe Beceem ie] 

= 


IMMORTUS!/ OM [But--you once 


«iA FITTING ENO, 
ANO ALL THE MORE 
SO, SINCE HE HIM- 
SELF WAS ITS CAUSE! 


“HEAR MY WORDS! I SHALL SPEAK THEM BUT ONCE/ 


“RAMA-TUT GHcfeRer AFTER. HIS TIMES WITH YOU... 
FOR IT CAME TO HIM THAT, DESPITE HIS EXCELLENT 
INTENTIONS, | ie Coe TO UNDO THE WRONGS HE 


HAD WROUGHT AS KANG HAD ONLY RESULTED IN 
THE CONOEERC ES STRENGTHENING 7 


“THE PHARAOH HAD ERREO! THUS. eS 
RETURNING FROM MY LAND OF LIMBO 

KIS EGYPT, HE DEVOTED HIMSELF ENTIRELY 
TO A FURTHER, UNDERSTANDING OF TIME, 
TO BECOME ITS FINAL MASTER... MYSELE! 


“NEITHER HE NOR KANG KNEW OF 
TiS WHEN THEY KNEW YOU, FOR 
WAS THEIR LAST 
. BUT SINCE THE DAY 
IK THIS NAME, I HAVE 
WORKEO, SUBTLY BUT 
UNCEASINGLY,., 


TO BRING ABOUT AN 
ENDING TO THIS MENACE 
WE UNLEASHED! ” 


THE CIRCLE TOMBSTONE, ARIZONA --~ 
1S BROKEN! 1873, TODAY, AND 
FOREVER... 
a S 0 
y W 
yf ' ‘) 
Ne 
‘/ 
NEITHER, 
TOO, SHALL i | \ 
HAVE BEEN / 
AND RAMA- | \ * THE CLAWS 5 
TUT SHALL 7 
NEVER COME 
SEE! WN the HELLCAT! 


=NGERS . 
GERS ir . > = 


25¢ |144 EARTH'S MIGHTIEST HEROES! 


FEI 
€  lozass 


i H | SS 
a: if AVENGERS ASSEMBELE--“ 

{IW MERA) | TO MEET THE MOST FEARSOME Ny, 
1 My NEW MEMBER OF ALL/ jam \ ay 


om 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 


hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Stam Lee 


PRESENTS: 


THE MIGHTY Garde! NIGERS! 


MONIGHT 1 ON THE Hide TLE 
LEVELS OF LONG ISLANDS RE- 
B WOWNED BRAN CORP, SHARP- 
EYED HATCHIMEN PUNCH THEIR 


poses. 

GWERS COMTI 
us TASTE FREE- 
DOM t/$T 

THE SAME, 


with 
STEVE _ GEORGE 


PETRA G. colorist 


yA MARY WOLFMAN 


ENGERS 
ARE ON THE 
PROWL S 


Toure soumeeae’| (Aegean, “mrenuns 
-- IT'S ALL THE VISIONS COMPUT 


CHILLING, “AND YOM 
PATSY WALKER, ARE 
THE MOST LINREALS 


RENEGADE 
SGLALRON 
SUPREME 


~ 

Qs 
i + Cg 

Eli PH 


Pah ass 


youtosr pe "Vou Ex- Ua= AND WERE FAR FROM OT OF THE WOOPS, 
oun Barrie [fay WUSBAND | \ANO YOU Cat THE SITUATION UWREAz 1” 
ed 377 - 
oS aa dairy Hexe-| | THe WHOLE 
Y : HANGAR 1S WEW, 
. j SINCE I WORKED, 
HERE, CAP/ 


V, 


“all 


I PON'T KNOW 
WHICH WAY 
10 HERO L, 


OUR BRAIN, 
EMS WIDELY 
SCATTEREC: 


OWN THE Mdbe 


ANE TO THE, aie 
GEE EYRE HAL 


MOTHER OF PEZ 
THEY'RE ONTO 


OH, WO, IRON MAN! WE'VE NO 7UME, 
FOR SUCH AMEN/TIES / 


THROUGH THE SES7T OR 
WORST OF FORTUNES, YOUR 
GUIDE HAS LED YOU INTO 
OURW AH+., CLASSIFIED iN 
WEAPONRY SECTION ~°SO0 


Wn tHe FAR WALL, 
SOME HALE A ANE 


THE DARKNESS. 
WITHIN 13 CIT WITH 
ROUS 


~:AND SCREAMING 

R THUNDER HERALDS 
THE BIRTH OF, 

GSEASTER! 


WANDA, THAT'S =~ 
THAT'S A GUWIPED 
MIGSLE f 


STAY CALM, PATEY! 

THE WORST THING 

YOU CAN 0015 LOSE 
YOUR HEADS 


A_TOUCH 
OF CRIMSON 
GAUNTLETS-- 


~-AFURROW IN HER TROW-- 
AND THE SCARLET WITCH 
HOWS Wey, MORE THAN 
SHE DESERVES Hi 
OMINOUS NAME! 


le 


N 


SET A MISSLE y/ 
10 CATCH A V 
| MIGSLE! ats 


: E 
l 


SOMETIMES 2 ET TO FEELING 


I vip it/ THE 
THAT'S Ade I 


GUIDANCE SYSTEM'S 
GWOT! 


eo 


. 


: aa 
3 
THE GREATEST 
WEAPONS EXPERT J | 
ALWES P 


WINDS UP BEING WEEDEO/ 


[he's BEEN THROWN 
BACK AT US. 


p 
YOUR BOOT- 

VETS; AVENGER /: 
» WSE YOUR-~ 


~- HE'D BE PICKING 
HIS WEWLY WED 
WITCH OFE THE 
FLOOR WITH A 
TROWELS 


20 OROP Np LADY! 


THAT TAKES 
CARE OF 7HEM) 
NOW WHAT 


4 
OF VETE, 
A RUSH 
OF Winle--! 


=f ny Ms / 
INMe 
Gt 


= 
== 70 STRIKE PRECISELY WHERE| FRI 
HE AIMED 17 -- 70 SK/D SLOW- SX 
4Y DOWN TWO NARROW BEAMS) S | Z A 
AS HE AND M/S BURDEN SPIN 4 VENGERS 
OWE CAST TIME ABOVE... TEAMWORK PAYS 
Ss OE ACHING 


THAT'S ONE 1 BUT WHAT 
HECK OF A WOULD You 

SWECP YOU | HAVE DONE IF 
HAVE THERE, {7/7 STILL BEEN 
WINGHEADP STUNNED 2 


RIGHT WOW, 


MY MONEY'S 


Z IS L/STEN, FRIEND, I 
I THINK WE’RE | CAN'T CATCH THESE 
STILL AT ad 7-- Ay lal FLIES AOREVER/ 


[EY THE Laos 
LY ALREADY voTeD 
ey WITH HER 
EET, BUDDY! 


MAVORITY RULES ¢ AT ATIME LIKE TAS 2 


WHERE J COME FROM, HOW CAN THEY WOME” 


S 
WOW BRAND WAS 
&/G WHEN J WORKED 
HERE-- BEFORE ROXKOV 
BOUGHT IT-- 


OD 
-- BUT WHAT ARE THEY 
UP TO NOW 22 


IND THAT'S EXACTLY 
THE QUESTION BEN ANDO 
PHYLISS GREEN, IN 
VAMAICK, QUEENS, ARE 
SELVES / 


THEY'VE GONE 
CRAZY AT THAT 
PLACE! TM CALLIN? 
THE COPS, BABY! 


Tears (0 FOR BEW AND FOR A STORAGE 


PHYLISS THIS MONTH-- AND AREA) IT 
FOREVER -- BUT KEEP THAT LOOKS LIKE... 
FATEFUL PHONE CALLIN YOUR 
THOWGHTS=~ 
AS WE TURN You 
i d KNOW, 
i, . VE SHELL ~ 
a = MEAP ir 


a \ ie 


E Let's 


GON A LEVEL KEEP 
THAT DOESN'T MOVING 
SEE MUCH USES SO THEY 
COULDN'T BE DONIT PIN 
SETTER / Aus GOWN, 


sn NOBODY'S CALLED MEY 1 MSS IT! 
"WINGHEAD LIKE YOU | I MISS THIS = 
VUST DID SINCE T Zée7 4 GROUP! 3 

Sih THE AVENGERS L457 =I = 
sf YEAR! o 


4 2 THINGS HAVE. OSs 
BEEN STRANGE J 
all FOR YOU,EH? 
= ME; TOO! = 
pe HEY; YOU GUYS! DON'T =a —— 
= ‘GO SO FAST! [ : ee, 


PATSY: YOU CATCH UP TO 
OR TLL PERSONALLY 


IT SEEMS TO BE THE REAL GRAND AND ROXKOV PROB'BLY 
GO0PS/ I GUESS IT WOULD, QOUGHT IT, LIKE THEY BLY 
BE, IF ITS IN 7H/S ASYLUM! EVERYTHING ELSE! 
BUT HOWDID 
a IT GET HERE? 
i 
am YOur- KNEW 
g THE CAT? 
oo 


WAS IN CHICAGO ON STARK WAS THAT A CRACKPOT NAMED POWAEL= 
AAT A lacy 8 GAIN DEVELOPED THE COSTUME, AND 
z 4 ITS POWERS? FOR HIS OWN SLURPOSES, 


a «” BUT THE WOMAN WHO WORE 
IT TURNED AGAIMVS7 HIM WHEN 
HIS PURPOSES TURNED OUT TO 

BE SLLEGAL f 


Arpt tke SSIS one THE RUMOR IN AWMANENAL CIRCLES. 
NE 


f 


IN AVY EVENT, THE ca \ * 


BEFORE DROPLLING 
FROM SIGHT LK 


KEWHAT ONLY THE LUCKY READERS OF G.F 
CREATURES (WEREWOLE)#L KNOW IS THAT 
SHE WAS TRAVSEORMED INTO TIGRA THE 
WERE-WOMAN. 


WHATEVER HAPPENED, SHE 

DION'T CHIEKEW OF/7.7 1 READ 

ENOUGH ABOUT HER TOKWOW 
THAT 


EXAMINING 
THE COSTUME-| 
IT'S IN PERFECT | 
CONCITION 


OD crew ue LIKE ANY OTHER OD vont KNOW WHICH WAS. 

ee omen ue” | | Been al at Keates 
%, 7 TCING OR ROMANEIM 

GATILING. CONTINGOUSEY. WITH MY Coals ”h lose i 


i COULD YOU, 
LAY ++ CATE 


To CAPTAIN AMER- 


LEAS SHOCKING BEST FRIEND, HEDY WOLFE, ” i} 
ty GUT I KNEW FROM THE Mi 
ANSWER COMES BACK : ae a & START THAT BU 22 GAX- 


“MMEDIATELY: SEA x ‘ . TER WAS FOR ME? 
HAR : ue ate 


"WN was THE MICEST BOY INN [GA ACH NIGHT THERE WAS 
TOWNS STU, THAT PIDN'T AWEW STORY ON THE NEWS. 
STOP ME FROM DREAMING T COULDN'T HEAR EWOUGH 
ABOUT THE WORLD OUFSICE | | ABOUT EACH BT 

CENTERVILLE 1 ia 


; UD 7, 
Ay Ba 
KYL 


Qi Z WUT L NEVER REALLY GOT OUT OF CENTER- 
D 

Geen oreo er en oe | lyaeacre Bie, Wiley NE dOINED THE SEADICE, 

RE DME OD WENGER TG! | HE WENT 10 WET NAM AND NEARLY D/EOT# 

WORM OUR WAY RIGHT TO THE FRONT /¥ 


54 i pie Paw 


\S \ 
y * PATSY WALKER#123,--1.4 


Um BUT HE WAS 60 ERUSTRATED ALL THE 
FUME, WITH THE WAR WINDING DOWN AND ALL, 
EO COME HOME AND SMOULDER Akl WI6HT 


\Y GES 
WARTERS NICE ANO 
Sake GUz2 HAPPY -- 


ht  SIVCE ‘NV THERE, AND PRO ~ 

ERANOQ, THO’ MOTED FASTER! ONLY 1: A MYSTERIOUS GEAST 

LIL WAS RAVAGING THE CORPORATION; ANO BUZE 
COUOWT CRICH Hi! 


‘== A/S INVES 
MALO, COV cee! 
CWA EC 


WHA: 4 THE BEAST Was 
MW THE WOUNDED; ANO HAD 
WORLDZK| PASSEC OT. INURSECHIM, 
NOT OARING TO LEAVE HIS 
SIDE 10 CAtL BU22. HIS. 
WOUND WAS HEALING IT SELF 


SST 


ie 


he SABBLED 
EVERYTHING 
WN HIS DELIA 
MIM, AND AS 
7 947 £ISTEIY- 
iL You've 
BEEN RUNNING 
ALL YOUR LIFE, 


1 BUT YOU'RE IN WO POS7- JUST A COSTUME WITH SOME 
TION TO CALL. THE AETHE POWER; ORA SERUM, OR 
HACKS SOMETHING! T KNOW ALL 
YOU HEROES ARE AKYENDS/ 
ASK REEO RICHAROS / 


{ 


Si. 


a 


Z| | <A 


MAYBE, =~ AND IM NOT ASKING 
MAYBE SO.+, FOR AMIRACLES 


"WP OWE SHOOK. ON IT; ANDI 
"ois. HIM BEFORE Bilez-- 
AND THE NEXT DAY, HEDIS = 
APPEAREDIK 


U-- AND WOW, CAPTAIN AMER- 
(CA ASKS ME IE I WANT 70 BE 
THE NEW CAT SY 


"Ll SPENT 
THE MONTHS: 
AFTER THE 
BWORCE 
PRAYING 


FOR THAT 
FURRY FINKS| 
RETURN -— 


\ 
(Z RAN HIM OWN, 
THREW OUR PACT 2 
70 HiM-~ 


WOM SORRY 
Wve CHANGED 


HAPPENED TO 
SUCK Y-- TO 
ROSCOE. 


I CAN'T LET 
ANOTHER DEATH BE 
ON MY CONSCIENCE! 


wu WE NEED ALL THE HELP WE 
CAN G&7-- AND WE'RE NOT 
GOING $0 HOT SO FAR AND 
EITHER OF YOU 7WO WOLILD 
LOOK S72£¥ IN THIS OUTFIT: 


-- GE /T)] 
HERES 


THIS |S ANOTHER 
FINE MESS YOU'VE 
GOTTEN LIS INTO! 


MINUTE, 
AVENGER! 


I KNOW YOU THINK IM vUST 


THIS MOMENT / YOU COULDN'T 
S7OP ME WITH ATEAM OF 
WIP HORSES ¢ 


HEY! TURN YOUR 
SACHS; WILL YOUZ, 


NOW, NOW, BOYS... 
RANE OBYIOLELY 


OSE FOR THIS 7 


THEY BOUGHT THE 
WELEAGUERS ~~ 
THE SQUADRON 
SUPREME / 


YOU THINK YOURE 
GOING TO STAND 
ANY BE77ER CHANCE 
AGAINST THEM THAN 
YOU PID BEFORE F 


THEN ILL BE 
SOMETHING MORE 
THAN A CATS 


TURN AROUND, 
GENTLEMEN, AND MEET-— 


w AO EVEN AS HE POES, ANOTHER AVENGER) 
18 EXMALING 1 (NM TOMBSTONE; sala al 


KANG 

6'8YE, TWo- AND ImMMoRTUS 
BE NO MORES * 
THUS, 'TIS TIME 


(F YOU REALLY MEANY THAT, HAWKEYE. THEN 
I HAVE A 4VOR TO ASK: 


ARE YOU SER(OWS, 

COWBOY 2 2VE 

ENJOYED AY JOURNEY 
TO AMERICA'S AAS T=~ 


=~ BUT THE 
FUTURE \S NO 
FOR MAN To 


WELL SCOKEN, W/V 1 1 BELIEVE YOU, 
FRIEND! BUT THO’ TWO-GLUN-~ BUT JUST 


if 
AN AOVENTORER THAN A 
SIMPLE CAWMANV-= 


“WHAT OF SKILLS-- 
ANPAWOMLEDGE 
OF OUR ADVANCED 
CIVILIZATION? 


1 FOR THE ACHOW S GETTING LIWDER WAY, BACK WHERE WE BEGAN / 
<I 


BUT WHAT IS 7A/S'? l 
\S THAT-- 448. 
WALKER? d 


ad aae$ Pi1iss warker, PLEASED. 2 THERE'S 

FIND You! < m NO TIME TO 

EXPLAIN: 
VISION. 


YOU'RE CORRECT. | | RIGHT: DARLING/ THE SEXTET REGROUEPS, READY TO MAKE 
7 IT! PLANS FOR THEIR WEXT 


THE OTHERS-- RIGHT 1 4S GOON AS THEY ESCAPE ATTEMP Te 
wal Lad Bees f 
ae 

an? y. aS 


My 
AVENGERS 
TRANSCEIVER! 


IT TOOK FUME TO TRACK YOU, FOOLS -- BUT ROXXON CANNOT, Tie sauapeon Su 
BE THWARTED FOREVER’ Z PREME STANDS STEROM, 
; GING ~= 


ZZ 
MURSONES / iz. Gy SAST/ NOT 
Swe S/wuaris Vy | vow not 
17, BAXTER? 


WITH THAT 


Got TROUBLE! SA 
if DY? P ey RICH GOING 
pa s go: 
KY lA 
¥ 


THE POL/CE,\ lg 


ENTRANCE 
BECAUSE OF 


WHAT O72 YOU DO, SIRZ 
WHAT WAS THAT BURST 
OF £/GH7 DOWN THERE? 


ESSARY, 
COLONEL | 


L vip Your Jos? 


PROTECTING. 
CORPORATE 
SECURITY LK 


Alle GACK 
70 THE. 
SQWACROWS 
WORLD! 


THEY PAID ME OVE 


Qu 
Ni 
i 
3S 
Nis 
So 
QF 


--ANO THE 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Shit THE MIGHTY AVENGERS! . 


TONY ISABELLA\| DON HECK | JOHN TARTAG| DON WARFIELD, COLORIST | MARV WOLFMAN 
WRITER®* ARTIST HUNT, LETTERER EDITOR 


We MEANT 70 BRING YOU 
MORE OF THE SQUADRON 
SUPREME SAGA THIS TIME 
AROUND, BUT THE PREADED 
DEADLINE DOOM STRUCK x 
AGAIN! CATCH ITS CACAPHONOUS |e 
CONTINUATION IN AVENGERS 
IGT, BUT FOR NOW, JUST SIT 
TIGHT ANO ENJOY THE NEXT 
TWO 1SSUES-- YOULL LOVE EM 

. = s 


NEXT ASSIGNMENT. 
CHALLENGING, 


PomosT cHarensins.” See 
iB = 
a, > 


f , ~ <q i: 4 
\ 04 . (iy (ES 
Z y 


Wn 


ced WS 
ee CEN QQ) 


= 


vA 


THER 


“YES. UNPOUBTEDLY, 
THE MOST POWER-| 
FuL AVENGER. 
HE WILL BE THE 
MOST DIFFICULT.” 


SSS 


= or 


“OR MAKE HIM ALL THE 
MORE DETERMINED TO, iy 
AVENGE HIM. IRON MAN.” 


“THE VISION.” 


‘A SYNTHETIC 


BUT STILL A 
THREAT." 


S| 


aha. 


oy, 


HARDLY 
I'M SIMPLY 
ACTING AS AGENT 
FOR... SEVERAL 
OF THEIR OLD 
ENEMIES. 


CONTRIBUTED 
FUNDS TO THIS 
ENDEAVOR. 

> 


7 THEY WANT 
YOU TO HANDLE 
THE ASSIGNMENT, 


FLASHBACK FREAKS: 
TONIGHT’S MOVIES COMI 


CAI75, IRON MAN#63, 
AVENGERS #10, AND 
HULK AEG. WHEW./-- MARV. 


“HOW MUCH ARE 


YOU PREPARED 
OFFE! ; 


UP TO AN 
ADDITIONAL 
BILLION. 


THEY ARE, NOT “My | 
CLIENTS” UNLESS 


YOUR CLIENTS 
WILL NOT WANT 
TO WAIT THAT LONG 
FOR THEIR VENGEANCE. 


THE 
AVENGERS 
ARE A 
DIFFICULT 
ASSIGN- 


Py WILL NEED 


TIME TO & 
PREPAR: | 


SHOULP BE 
SUFFICIENT. J 


“THEN ONE YEAR 
FROM NOW, MY FRIEND-- 


ys 
a8 


“OF THE ENP 
OF THE, 
AVENGERS!” 


ENP CHAPTER ONE 


HEY FELLAS 

~-WHAT'S WITH 

THE MASKS? i IT'S THE REAL 
CAPTAIN 
ANERICAS 


ROBBERY ? 


HE FEELS PROUC. 


OR COMMON TH 
THE KNOWLEDGE THAT 
BECAUSE OF WHAT HE'S 

PONE TORAY-- 


ITS BEEN 4 LONG NIGHT. 
ANP 17'S NoT OvER YETS 


Ly 


\ 
\ h 


Ee: 


t 


a 


BuT 
WHAT NONE OF 
YOU CLOWNS TAKE 
INTO ACCOUN T-- 


THIS GROUP_KNOWS HE STILL THINKS 
ALL THE CLICHES. HERE'S RB HE'S CATCHING ME 
a Te ? OFF GUARDS 
, Ss 


74 


a td : 
" CO 
4 iN A 
. WAY, T_AL- 
MOST HATE TO 
PO THIS. ( 


oO. 
ITS LiKe 


UU COSTUMED HOTTY LETS SEE WHat | 
SHOTS ALL THINK = YOU THINK AFTER 
URE SO HL, 


WHEN_wi » T's NoT 
A THAT Make 
THE MAW- 


YOu PUNK: 
LEARN... 


4y 
: AI 


SINCE HIS PALS 
WiLL GE OUT FOR 
HOURS-- BNO SINCE I 

HATE TO LEAVE LOGSE| 
ENPS LYING ABOUT-~ J 


Ruacce we = HE'S FASTER THAN WE 
} CD CALELLATED, 
ALAN. ! ba aes 
Ger | Ie 4 


PO He must 
NOT CATCH 
ME UNTIL T AM IN 


3 ’ ae TIONS 


a 


- 
IN FACT, SINCE I'VE 
NOW GOT ROOM TO 
SLING MY TRUSTY 
SHIELD-~ sey 


PON'T Leave ouT 4 
INY OF THE FAS- 
CINATING DETAILS, 


fZs 
BOSS SS 

FANN 

EES LN 

I = Nee WN 

AIX x 

BER INS 


BUT IN HIS 
PRESENT 
STATE:-CLING- 


FADING SPARK 


OF LIFE=- “A 


==HE BECOMES A 
MOST NECESSARY 
COMPONENT OF MY 
PLAN TO AULL THE 

AVENGERS. 


4ORP KNOWS, SHE HASN'T HAD 
'T EASY 


«IT SEEMEP 4 BETTER 

ANSWER TO HER ECONOMIC, 

DIFFICULTIES THAN 4 “WIN” 
TON. 


SHE'S NOT DOING ANYTHING 
MLLEGAL. IN FACT, IN RE- 
PORTING THIS TRAGEDY... 


+. SHE'S SIMPLY BEHAVING 
AS A CONCERNED MEMBER 
OF THE COMMUNITY... 


(VO ovtace THE I HOPE THE 
OLP Fool ENJOYS] 
COUNTING HER 
MONI 


WHO HAS, 
UNFORTUNATELY, 
NEVER 2SKED HER 
ISELE WHAT PREVENTS 


PLOYER FROM MAKING 
THIS CALL HIMSELF, 


SHES MAKING THE 
CALL WOM 
(tv IS BEST 


‘S 
THAT THE POLICE 


THE POISON. 
WE'VE COATED? THE, 
BILLS WITH WILL 

KILL. HER IN A 
MATTER OF 
BAYS. 


Zs 


AS THE Siil- | E WHEN THIS 
ZAR SUBSTANCE Y ASSIGNMENT 
"VE COATED THE NEVER: \S FINISHED, 
INSIDE OF YOUR TWILL BE A 
MASK WITH WILL eo BILLION 
BO FOR You, MY DOLLARS 
FATUOUS RICHER-~ 


FRIEND. 


AN? ALL 
THOSE WHO COULD 
POSSIBLY LINK ME 
WITH THE AVENGERS’ 


DEATHS WILL BE 
LIKEWISE DEPARTED. 


a ns 
re i) IT 1S e 
n BECAUSE TH 
Its any ASSASSIN NEVER 
4 LEAVES ANYTHING 
TO CHANCE. 


NOT MERELY THE LIVING LEGEND 
KNOWN AS CAPTAIN AMERICA... 


FROM THE DISTANCE, f 1 BUT ALSO... 


THERE 1S A LOW WAIL” 
ING--SIRENS DRAWING. 
7 COL 


THE. 
AVENGERS. 
THEMSELVES! 


(E SMALL HOURS: POETIC 


THE 
NAME FOR THE THILIGHT 
THE B TIME THAT LIES BETVINT 
ma MICMIGHT ANE PAWN. 


YET IF THOSE HOURS 
BE SO SCANT... 


V BLAME NOT 
THYSELF DOCTOR, 


WZ We THANK “THEE 


MAYBE IT’S PERHAPS 
WE GOT 


Like 
THET 


Bur 
WHAT IF THE, 
CAPTAIN'S LINKNOWN 
ENEMIES SHOULDST 
ATTACK ANEW ? 


THOU 

WOULOST NEED 

THE POWER OF 
THOR THEN. 


Vir's & CHANCE 
WEILL HAVE TO TAKE, 
OLD BUEDY 


T UNPERSTAN? 
You NOT, 


“ONCE WE REACH any LONG 
IRON MAN. 


LSLANP COMPLEX. 


OF WINGHEAD AS 
INPESTRUCTIBLE, Fa 


= THAT'S LIKE LOCKING 
THE GARAGE AFTER 
THE CADDY'S BEEN 
HOT: WIRED! 


O i THOUSHT 

WE WERE 
SUPPOSED? TO 
KEEP CAP UNDER 


EVEN THOUGH, 
ALL THINGS 
CONSIPERED-~ 


WHICH IS MORE 
THAN FAVS | | 


ARCHER CAN 
~THAT I 
LOST MY WAYS 
2 


SAY FOR HIM= 
ELF. pa 


THEY PROBABLY 
AWOW \T rat 
THEY/RE DoIN’/ A \ 


rae 


NUE 


AHHH; THIS PLACE 

CAN'T BEZHAT BIG. 
IF I KEE 

WALKING, T‘LL-- 


HE Mu 
ALLOWED To 
WARN THE WHERSS 


YEP-- DEFINATELY 
THE BAD GUYS! 


BADDIE NUMBER A THERMAL ARROW % 
TWO INE THAT WILL MAKE HIS 


GETS Ol 
OF MY SPECIALTY, 
ITEMS: 


QW 


ye WE CAN'T RISK A PITCHED 
BATILE WOW. IT WOULD 
az THROW OFF OUR SCHEDULES 


40 WHEN SAID SCREEW 
HAS EF EO «1+ 


Miho THEY'RE Game, 
Hee ALL 


4 


THOSE COSTUMES 
OF THEIRS ARE 
Eaeetty 


TS WOULD CALL 
USCREE7. 


THE \Ww~KWWNN 


DX 
Ai Wows . 
SCREEN 
Lt (re OUR 
APE. 


ET AFTER A RAPIO SEARCH BY THE 
HOSPITAL SECURITY GUARDS, 


NOT A TRACE 
OF THEM,SIR, 


NOTRACE, \} 
Mle ? WELL 


TIT! 
ABOUT Tp IT'S GONNA TAKE MORE 
= THAN AHOSE TWO TO HASSLE 


_ . we THE AVENGERS! 


EVEN WHILE HAWKEVE CONSIPERS PROBABLE 
FUTURES, THE BEAST /S LIKEWISE LOST iN 
THOUGHT AS HE MAINTAINS A SOLEMN VIGIL 
OUTSIPE THEM? FALLEN TEAMMATE 'S ROOM... 


IT'S NOT HARP TO 


IT CANST 
You JUST HAVE 7> Lol + ENP LiKE 


AT THEIR FACES i THIS, 
>. a" ( Tit 


BUT ITCAN, TS THIS THE Day DEATH CLAIMS | [rrya, Pcor.e, 
WANDA. Tue @AADEW A SECONP AVENGER 2” SORRY TM 
gern OF BEATH HAs 

THATS HUNG OVER THIS 


ROUP EVER 
INCE, HASN'T 
IT? 


ANYWAY, MY PLAYMATES AND CAN THE LONG 
HAVE SPLIF, SO THE REST FACES, HUH? 
OF YOU CAN GRAB SOME, 
SHUT-EYE. 


LLL HOLD DOWN 
THE FORT UNTIL OU! 
SHELLHEAP AND 
GOLPILOCKS GE 
BACK. 


& 


WHAT ABOUT YOU, LVO_NOT REQUIRE 
PARTNER? SLEER HAWKEYE-- 


|MOLECUL. 
Leese 


OU! METHUSELAH 
IN THERE HAS 
MORE LIVES THAN A 
\ SABERTOOTHS | 


BOY TALK ABOUT MIND- 
TRICKS/ A TIME LIKE THIS. 


SHE WOULON'T QUIT LINTIL. 
HE HAP MADE ME EVERY 
I COULD Possi@Ly 


ith 


Ss “CAP TURNED A 
"HE TRAINED ME LIKE I WAS $| “ANE WHEN f NEEDED A SIPE-SHOW, ARCHER 
WIS BEST FRIEND, BUERY, CAP WAS THERE. INTO AN AVENGER!” 


AND iF HE DOESN'T 
PULL TAROLIGH-- 
3 


= SOMEBODY'S 
GONNA LEARN WHAT 
THAT MEANS-~ 


HAWKEYES THOUGHT: 


SoH ACROSS HIS VISAGE Lie 
IPLINES TO ONE StICH AS YOu, ANPROIZ 


YET. EVEN (F YOUR COMPUTER-BRAIN COULD. 
NOT EXACTLY GUAGE HEARTBEAT, ANALYZE 
PERSPIRATION, ANP IRE PRESENT Ex- 


PRESSION, WITH CURRENT EXPRESSION, YOU 
OULD KNOW HIS THOLIGHTS. 


NOT MANY MEN HAVE ACCEPTED YOU AS 
HUMAN. CAPTAIN AMERICA WAS ONE OF THESE. 


AN? WHEN YOU 


“AVENGERS 
# 108--MARY, 


SUCH ARE roule THOLSHTS, L/SION-- 
PHeuS Ts OF VENGEANCE THOL Gt 
THEY BE OF SUPREME ie ism Temesy: 
70 THE ONE WHOSE DEEDS Hare’ (ED 
VENGEANCE. 


=-MY_ PLAN IS. 
UNEOLPNG 


‘TIS TIME TO BEGIN My FOR THIS NIGHT, 
"ERSONAL INVOLVEMENT PEATE CANS AMONG 


WITH THIS PHASE OF MY 


THEY, A 


THE 
AVENGERS. 


EXT WHERE INEVERIEAILSY 


APR | 02458 


EARTHS MICHTIEST HEROES! 


ey 


CAUGHT IN THE CROSSFIRE OF 
THE UNCANNY AGSASSING 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! NI 
LS 


Sith THE MIGHTY EAIENGERSS .. 


THE EPIC CONCLUSION. OF LAST ISSUE'S FILL-IN PEN Tae ye TAKING OF THE 
NGERS” AS PRIDEFLLLY PRODUCED B 

TONY ISABELLA KEITH POLL ARO E; DON HECK JOHN TARTAG DAVE, LETTERER | MARV WOLEMAN 

GUEST WRITER (PAGES |-3) a Guerre) INKER PETRAG. COLORIST EDITOR 

GUEST PENCILLE! 


“THE AVENGERS: POSSIBLY THE 
MIGH TIEST SINGLE FORTE ON THIS 
PLANET. CAN YOU TAKE THEM?" 


“HOW MUCH ARE YOU, 
PREPARED TO OFFER?” 


“ONE iu, LION 
POLLARS.” 


“THEN ONE YEAR FROM NOW; 
MY FRIENE WILL SEE THE 
BEGINNING OF _ THE ENP 
OF THE AVENGERS! 


ee ME VER FA ILS4 


Ai 
HAPPY HUNTING, EPFENOIL 


can Gs 
HAPPENING ? 


PON--AND WE'RE 
HELPLESS! 


TIT? j 


CAP’S BEING GUARDED 


\ BY HAWKEYE, THE 
VISION, IRON MAN, 
AND THOR, LACY, 
eee 
PAST THOSE 


I KNOW HOW You FEEL, WANDA, BUT 

YOU'VE GOT TO REMEMBER THAT CAPS 

COME THROUGH WORSE THAN THIS-- 

AND HE 4S UNCER THE CARE OF DON 

BLAKE, WHO'S MAYBE THE WORLD'S 

FINEST SURGEON. 

im, = 
AND, Fj : 


WHAT ABOUT 
THOSE MEN 
HAWKEYE BATTLED 
RIGHT IN THE HOS- 
PITAL? WHOEVER'S 
BEHINE THIS ISN'T 
GOING TO GIVE UP 
UNTIL CAP IS PEARS 


SHE'S SURE RIGHT ABOUT ONE THING. WE AIN'T 

C DOIN! PIPPLEY AROUN? HERE. I'VE SEARCHED THIS 

TOGETHER SO MANY YEARS, TOWN THREE TIMES OVER FOR THE DUCE THAT 
oo AMBUSHED CAP--ANO CAME UP EMPT YZ 


HE'S LIKE FAMILY TO HER. . 
HOW ‘BouT You Say , 
BEAST > HavIN’ vy 


ANY BETTER Luck 41 
DOWN IN THE LAB? 


WAIT IS THATS KILLING CAR 


1S THERE. 
ANY HOPE, 
HANK? 


SOME, JBN. REED 
RICHARDS \S WORKING 
ON THE THEORY THAT 

CAP WAS PUT AWAY 

BY & NEW FORM 
OF RAPIATION 
POISONING. 


+:USING WHAT LITTLE DATA 
WE COULD SEND HIM. 


VE_LET THEIR 


OWN DEFENSES 
POWN. 


AGENT 2-C, RADIO THE 
ASSASSIN THAT THE SQUAD 
1S IN POSITION ANDO 
AWAITING FLIRTHER 
ORPERS. 
WE'LL CONTINUE TO 
TRACK THE TARGETS 


ATTENTION “C” SQUAT, ON RECEIPT 
OF NOTIFICATION THAT AMA/N TARGETS 
HAVE BEEN ELIMINATED, REMOVE 
THE SECONDARY TARGETS 
4S FEASIBLE. 


YOu WILL THEN 
JOIN RANKS WITH “?” 


NOT A SINGLE 
AVENGER MUST 
REMAIN AL/VE, 


THE BETTER 


il 
yp 


FOR /7 1S A STAGE ON 
WHICH 


ROLE IN 
UNFOLPING THERE. 


THERE'S NO 
WP ALTERNATIVE, DOCTOR. 
YY REED RICHARPS IS CON- 
VINCE? Ol 


ION, AND IT’S CAUSING 
HIS BOPY_To SLOWLY 
TURN ITSELF OFAY 


THANK HEAVEN 
DON BLAKE IS 
PERFORMING THE 
OP i 1ON. 


ANOTHER SURGEON 
ALIVE CAPABLE OF 
SUCH PELICATE WORK. 


THERE'S =so1 mayas| PRP it's a coop tring roy ffir’s aureapy rar Too 
NOTHING I WELL CHECK COMPLETED? WORK ON THIS] [COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT 
CAN _2O IN ON STHOR LM. B* BEFORE THIS 
HE Re yx EMERGENCY CAME ne? 
l= 
em \e) 
t = 
17 & 
i \ 
\ 
Ag) 
Y 
Ne, 
iE « 
UP TO A \ es A 
POINT, 17'S “LIFE Ral \ 
INDISTINGUISHABLE MOveL| 
FROM THE DECOY YS )\ 
REAL THOR, fin = MARV i 


THE A... PROB: 1 WONPED IF ~-WE'P BE SITTING PLCKS FOR ANY 
ABLY WOULDN'T CLINT AND THE NEW MENACE THAT ARISES. 
TAKE TOC KINPLY VISION HAVE BEEN 
TO LEARNING ONE HIYA, SHELLHEAR. 

OF ITS MEMBERS T POSTEP YOURE JUST IN TIME) O; 
MOONLIGHTS AS A TO GRAB A cup 
SUPERHERO, OF JAVA. 


HE WANTED To BE 

HERE, BUT IF ALC THE 
AVENGERS KEEP STAND. 
ING 24-HOUR WATCHE: 


YOU HEAR TRON MAN'S WORPS) 
ACCEPTING THE TRUTH OF 
YOUR THOUGH 


DON'T WORRY 

dja) / 220UT REMOVING 

@ YOUR MASK, IRON 

bagd) MAN. I REMEMBER- 
ED TO BRING & 

& STRAW _FOR YOu 


WW? ss 


YY 
Y 
yy, 
Uf) 


4 


Yansatans 


omy ONCE Ir 
YOu to Ue 
Your BEEN 


Lee 


~-BuT IM 
AFRAID IT’S THE 
URTHEST THING 


YOU-- A BEING OF HAWKEYE 
-| JAN? IRON MAN 
ARE PRINKING THE 
COFFEE WOW, IT. 


ALL-TOO-HLIMAN CAP- 
TAIN AMERICA'S SURVIVAL? | 


ENJoY, YouR 
COFFEE, 
\ AVENGERS. 


BROTHER, IS 
RTHIS COFFEE 


—— —"*e" SQUAD-- 
| / PREPARE FoR 
\ come a7? | 


IS SOMETHING | 
AMISS, 
IRON MAN? 


WW 


K 
\ 


\ iT 'S WORKING!) 
“8 suai 


J O17 NOT PRINK ‘el 
ANY _OF THE Y = 
DRUGGED COFFEE. 
ss 


J WiLL BEAR THE 
BRUNT OF THEIR CHARGE. 


a 
ARRR... WY GUTS FEEL 
Like THEY’RE BEING 
ROASTEP OVER Al 
OPEN FIRE”, 
as 


IT THOUGH 
THE AMAZING ANPROIPS 
oe ENERGY BEAMS 


Pe Tae 
THROUGH THE AVENGERS’ FOES- 


KK BEFORE I COULD 
ACTIVATE MY EYE- 
ANP-MOUTH SHIELPSS, 


OF COURSES 
IN HIS ALREADY- 
WEAKENED CON- 
DITION HE COULD 
Not HELP BUT 
BE INSTANTLY 
OVERCOME BY 

THE GAS/ 


iS 
PHASE OF THE 
ASSASSIN’S PLAN 
WILL HAVE BEEN 
COMPLETERS 


BNP WITH THE) 
PESTRUCTION 
OF _THE 
STILL-BATTLING 
NOW BEEN AC- 


corer For, AU Wed THOR- 


|ASGARPIAN, | 
>. 8-3. eo 2 


HE 
TO ATTACK 
us, B-i2-- 


LAD 


fa 
ZA ( WR 


IT CAN'T BEY 

BUT HE Looks 
0 STILL--SO 
LIFELESS! 


WE CAN BUY ENOUGH TIME 
TO FINISH THIS OPERATION 4 


WE'VE GOT WE'VE GOTA BUT CAN THEY? TONY STARK 
TO CALL. THE PATIENT ON FRAGILE 
GUARDS’, THE TABLE. 
se THE 
<I Q AVENGERS 
= s WILL HANPLE 
aa "y THOSE MEN, 
Ne & “4 
x = 
=; + @ 
a RS a 
X } iy —\ 
u Gwe 
Z Z| 


(OBOP YS 


y NM "A 
i LEAVING THIS f 
OPERATING —— 
LU { Room! —— 


ANC WHILE ONE AVENGER WRESTLES WITH 
HIS PUAL IPENTITIES, ANOTHER FIGHTS ON-- 


BUT EVEN A BEING WHO CAN 
INCREASE HIS PENSITY TO 
Y THAT OF A PIAMONP- 


<AGAINST A SEEMINGLY - En 
ENPLESS SEA OF ENEMIES. " FOES FROM WITHIN-- 


WHICH MAKES HIM Vus- 4] 

NERABLE TO THE DEVICE 

VESIGNE? SPECIFICALLY TO 

DESTROY H/M/, 
eS: , 


~-NO MATTER HOW VALIANTLY “ON TWO FRONTS / 
HE BATTLES ON-- = 


DIAMOND 
HARP TO. 
AVOIP SUC- 


SOME REAR ATTACKER 
HAS FASTENED AN 
ex TO MY CLOAK / BUT 


BEFORE IT CAN SERVE ITS 
DIABOLICAL FUNCTION, T'LL-* J 


CAN 
SUCTCESSFLILLY 
WAGE WAR-- 


I cANNoT  y 
TURN UNSOLIP 
--OR EVEN... 


[ on’ Look To your Y 
COMRADES FOR Ai 


Wy; 


THE! 
WHEN IT 


[fos For THE peyice I've 
ATTACHE? TO YOU, ITA. 
PERFORMS TWO FUNCTIONS, 


IT HAS DISRUPTED 


Vane it is Wow causinG 
THE SOLAR ENERGY CONTAIN- 
TO 


THE RESULTANT 

EXPLOSION 
SHOULP LEAVE VERY. 
LITTLE OF EVEN YOUR 
DIAMONG- HARP FLESH 
INTACT, MY FRIENR 


Y ASSASSINS WE'VE JUST 
RECEIVED Wor? FROM B-/2/ 


ANP MINUTES LATER... 
THE FOOLS! THEY 


YOUR JOB 1S 
FINISHEP HERE. 
RETURN TO OUT- 
POST FOUR AND 
AWAIT FURTHER 
ORDERS. 


JUST 4S 1 THOUGHT? 

DONAL? BLAKE 4S THE 

SURGEON OPERATING ON 
CAPTAIN AMERICA. 


THE TRUE CONNEC- 


TION, THEY ARE 
THE SAME MAI 


“A 


AN? SINCE ONLY BLAKE, 
HAS THE ABILITY To SAVE 
CAPTAIN AMERICA, WITH 


w 
= 
R 
& 
N 
: 
iN) 


THE Poson YEAH, THE VISION TOL ~-EXCEPT THAT THE 
US How IT was suPPosED YsTUFF REACHED THE 
TO OFF SHELLHEAP AND ME OL’ HAWK'S GLASS, 
WHEN IT REACHE? OUR 
HEARTS, MIGHTA PONE 
JUST THAT, Tot 


LEMME, 
SPELL ITOUT 
FOR You, 

CHUCKLES. 


THIS LITTLE AVENGER’ BUT UNGER THIS 
DROPPED HIS COOKIES a TONY 
BEFORE YOUR POISON 
GOT ANYWHERE WEAR, a 0 

HIS EVER-LOVIN’ HEART, BUILT BY, 
DR. JOSE SANTINI." 


CAN'T TELL OUR 
EUMING FRIEND THE 
REAL REASON HIS POISON 
DIDN'T KILL ME. IT WAS 


OuR SILENT OPPONENT. 
DOES NOT APPEAR INTER- 
ESTED IN HOw f ESCAPED 
HIS LITTLE DEVICE. 
VISION. 


WHAT'S TO FIGURE? 
ONCE WE WERE UP 
AN? AROUND, IT ONLY TOOK 
ATHERMAL ARROW BNO SOME 
SHELLHEAP MUSCLES TO GET 
OUR BUDDY BACK IN THE 
«ERR, PINK OF HEALTH. 


7 
IN CASE YOU 


ZERO, \ 
HAWKEYE ? 


FREEZE, AVENGERS! 
ONE WRONG MOVE-- 


>-AN? THERE 
(T BE 


YOU'VE LOST MISTER! 
CAPTAIN AMERICA IS 
GOING TOLWELS KA 


[eur CAN you_REACH It BEFORE MY 
POWER BLAST REDUCES IT TO 
A USELESS HEAP OF SLAG? 


(Nice GOING, ViSION, AND 

JUST TO MAKE SURE OUR 

PLAYMATE ISN'T _HARBORING. 
ANY MORE WEAPONS-: 


a? é 
=-MY REPLLSOR 
RAYS WILL RIP THAT 
BULKY COSTUME 
RIGHT OFF HIM! 


AN AVENGER REGISTERING SURPRISE 
THAT HIS ENEMY COULO BE A 
WOMAN? REALLY, HAWKEYE. 


YOU'VE SEEN YOUR OWN 
MOCNDRAGON ANG THE SCAR- 
LET WITCH IN ACTION, 2O You 
STILL DOUBT THAT A WOMAN 

COULD _DESIGN AND CARRY 

OUT THIS CAMPAIGN 
INST YOU ? 


THAT A WOMAN 
COULP VERY NEARLY. 

PESTROY FIVE OF THE 
WORL?’S MIGHTIEST 


SHE'S GOT 
SOMETHING TAPED 
BEHING HER 
BACKS 


CAMPAIGN 1S 
NOT OVER YET“, 


THE GAS IS UNFOR- SOME_KIN? OF 
Ly ‘ 3GAFF- GAFFE 
FAST- SPREADING 


SMOKE-SCREEN/ 
I CAN'T EVEN SEE 
HER THROUGH IT! 


SD 
Bur rr wee 
COVER MY 
ESCAPE! 


I CAN EASILY 
REACH MY 4 
SQUAPS THERE 


I COULD'VE 
ORPERED MY 
SNIPERS TO 


WITHOUT JEO- 
PARDIZING MY 
PE 


SAFETY 


IF ONLY NJ 
fa THE AVENGERS’ Fr IRON MAN‘S: 
MANSION IS B BLAST HAD NOT 


DESTROYED 


SOMETHING'S GONE SOUR: 
WE SHOULP HAVE HEARD 


CHANCES/ 


THE OPERATION HAS (TS THE 


AVENGERS /, 


STATIONS! 


THEY COME BY MYSTIC 
HAMMER, TRANSISTORIZEP 
JETS, OR FLOATING ON THE 
VAGRANT BREEZE-- ANP THEIR: 
RANKS ARE SOON SWELLED BY 
A Fill... QUINTET OF HEROES FROM 
WITHIN THE AVENGERS’ MANSION. 


THE BATTLE 1S FIERCE-- ANC BRIEF, 
S 2 ge ~ (A 


WHEN IT (S$ OVER, THE DEFEATEP ARE LED AWAK 
IN BAYS, THE POISON THE ASSASSIN HAD COAT 


PON BLAKE ANP HENRY PYM DEVELOP 
h AN ANTIPOTE. 


HATRED PERLIAPS DIRECTED 
MORE INWARP THAN OUT. 


CAPTAIN AMERICA RECOVERS; 
AVENGERS BATTLE ATTACKERS 


Captain America has recovered 
from the mysterious injuries he re- 
ceived three nights ago, said an 
‘Avengers spokesman this morning. 
Despite a second attempt on the far- 
famed hero of World War I's life, 
Dr. Donald Blake, renown surgeon, 
was able to successfully perform the 
operation which saved the masked 
adventurer's life. 

In_a_ related assault, some two 


fi 
le 
ld 
2 
\n 
br 
in 


outside their Manhattan-based head- 
quarters. The fierce, if brief, anges 
resulted in one death, an unidentified 
peune ‘woman. She was sopra a 
member of the attacking force slain 
by a stray blast fired by one of her 
fellow assailants. There has mn 
official speculation that she was, in 
fact, the leader of the attacking 
force, but this remains unconfirmed, 
as do reports of an underworld con- 


ing from a drug raid on which he 
had accompanied New York City 
lice officers. Though the nature of 

is injuries have yet to be made 
public, it is known that experts 
across the country were called in for 
consultation, including Dr. Reed 
Richards, leader of the Fantastic 
Four, and Dr. William Foster, pres- 
ident of a Los Angeles-based Stark 
Industries research company. Dr. 
ica 


MAN, IT _WASN'T ENO: 

THAT YOU TURNED HER INTO 
A COLD-BLOOPEP KILLER, You 
HA? TO ASSIGN HER 4 JOB 
THAT WAS CERTAIN PEATHL, 
) IP YOu HONEST- 

LY BELIEVE SHE 


COULD ELIMINATE 
THE AVENGERS? 


Vrouw murcereo ez our [eur sve was 
eh THE BEST CHOICE 
FOR THE Jos: 
WITH THE BEST- 
HOWEVER SLIM 
“CHANCE OF, 
SUCCEEDING, 


DEATH, 
OL? MANS 


Vyou never Hao THE 
HEART FOR THIS KIN? 
JOF BUSINESS, ANGELO. t 


ws WISH Z 
HAG BEEN 


BUT I'VE BEEN 
“TRAINED” 
Dh. Teo We A 


: 
F 


N at! 
AT LAST: THE SQUADRON SUPREME SAGA You'VE BEEN WAITING FoR! 


GRIEIS ON OvnIsiralsuhy 


LIKE YOu-- 
A 


“ANP NOTHING CAN 
WE CALL Olle OWN BUT 
DEATH AND THAT 
aL MOPEL OF THE 
BARREN EARTH WHICH 
SERVES AS PASTE ANE , 


cove TO Ol a 
(WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE) 


avencerss MARVEL COMICS GROU 


WARINGHINS Tg 
ERO RUDY 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 4 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Sine THE MIGHTY AVENGERS! ' 


WE RETURN YOU NOW To YOUR REGULARLY SCHECLILED SQUADRON SUPREME SAGA! 


HERE ARE THE LATEST 
EBOXSCORES, LADIES 
ANP GENTLEMEN f 


FOUR AVENGERS, ONE HAIRY 
(Appt CAM AND CAPSS 
WALKER, WiiO THREE (SSUES 


NOW, BOTH SIDES 
b HAVE BEEN SENT TO 
f THE SOLUADRON’S ” 
Home wortp--ano \B 
4 LONG “DELAYED. 
DONNEYBROOK 1S 
ABOUT TO BEGINS 


7 
CAP? THIS IM WITH YOU, BEAST/ HUGH WE BEAT You =- NOW OF. SPECTRUM 'S 
COCKS C1KE- COWES * MUST HAVE WANTED ON YOUR POWER PRISM WILL DO 
OUR WORLD, BUT\ US OY 7 OF HIS HAIRS WORLD THE SAME THING ON OURS! 
= ‘ J | Reeser, 
q AVENGERS-- 


WO, SPECTRUM! 
Lue TAKE, 
YOUR BLAST, 


T CAN'T SECAEVE IT! THIS. 
17 SEEMS TO KNOW 


Si BE, 
WHAT TO VO ALL BY 
OGECE 


IT MAKES THINGS SO 
€4S¥ FOR ME. 


Ly 
WHAT A LAUGH! SHE 
PICKED HYPERION! 


HE CAN'T 4777 MES I 

ALWAYS HS PRETTY 

COORDINATED WITH 

WY SURFING AND 
SHUNG 


Bi 
IM LYM P/E 
*AVENGERS */4/--. [MATERIALS 


-=WOULO DEPRIVE “EY! THAT'S MY ~ THE AVENGERS DON'T \— 
US OF LEARNING GRO YOURE . | | 7424 ABOUT THEIR 
WHICH TEAM IS KNOCKIN! ABOUT, 2 TEAMWORK, ARCHER 1 
TRULY THE MOST Vidi es 

POWERF-~ i 


WELL 


--AND THE GoLcEw 
ARCHER WON'T 
STAVE FOR SUCH | 


m= TUE AVENGERS Ze 
“aie WHAT {J 
a THEY PREACH Zl 
Dirtrl>*< Si, 
FS Wot 


oa tz 


THe VISIONS SUNKEN 


YS./ 1 SEE THE MARK- 
INGS Now? ones 


>> 
THEY'RE ALMOST 
LIKE OYA ARMY'S/, 


THIS WHOLE WORLD 
IS ANEAR-REPE(C4 
OF EARTH. 


V % LIFE HERE HAS CHANGED SINCE YOUR 
anat ace \“SeNBING Nomawics ) ( MEMBERS LAbr VSL ED Us, AVENGT RS « 
y AND TROOPS! AIDED THE BOYS IN CAPITOL CITY? 
Ny] 


Z' 
EARTH, BY 4 


THE WAy-~ 


ADVANCED, 
SOCIALLY: ] 1] 
| 


¥/N AVENGERS 
#ES-86 --M. 


fd 
THERE'S NO g 
MS TAKING 


THAT'S THE 
PRESIDENTIML. 
BIRD’ 


LS*ey THE auTHORITY 
[> VESTED IN ME, HEREBY 
ORDER YOUR CMMECTATE 
SURRENDPER 


“I THOUGHT 17 Wag 6OST AFTER THE 
SERPENT $OUMO# USE 17 TO GRAIN: 
WASH OLR O10 FRIEWP HUGH TONES”: 


VV 


BO = Ka 
¥VO RELATION TO THE XE OAE F Ly 
|| SOUALPROWV SUPREME, Way ##/8/, --M\ 


Mi 


* WHO WAS CAP 
AUMSELE -- Mh. 


PERHAPS IT'S 
THLE WORLD'S] 
CROWN, CAP] 


DANGER OF 
OUR PRESEN) 
POSITION-- 


~-UNLESS - 

RAL CME, 
MEASURES 
ARE TAKEN’ 

AT ONCE.” 


NOT IF one 
HAS EYES TO 
hg SEEM, 

le 


* yi 
o, 
wt A PALE 
GREEN SREEZE, 


THE SYNTHEZ OID WENT COM 
MCETELY IWTANG/(BLE TO 
REACH AIS. ~ 


. 
ee 
LE 
am || He 3 
--BUT HE MYST. D1 
(EV SOMEWHAT 7O 
MAD ITE 
TE] 
D 


ie 


weil 


a 


Ill 


WOW, MR.PRES-3 --oOR O 
(VENT, CALL OFF, BEHOLD 
i, Your Mew-~ 3 THE 


COME ON; WWENGERS 
GY \-- WE'RE LEAVING 7, 
THE CROWN 
MUST REMAIN ©] 
by IACI.“ 

¢ 


BLT TRUTH -E ANY OTHER 
THERE COUP KNOW [7 -= 


(IR MER OES 
ESCAPE INTO 
THE CORPONEP, 
DESERTEP STREETS, 


Me PRovECTS| tay, _ N. [weet 4 over 
MS spap ES You ae SusreeT ANY~ 


THIS, THEN, (8 
THE SECRET OF 
THE SERPENT” 
CROWN 21 AND 
(TS 2WIM ON OU? 


PLACES ONE OV 
WS HEAP 
BECOMES THAT 

SERPENTS” 


SAVE FOREVER, 
REALITY == ARE ‘ CONTACT 
ALL MERE MAN Lf k WITH Atl THE 
WESTATIONS OF \ / THERE! 
A SINGLE SER- . WUGH CONES 
PENTING NETHER € SUFFERED A 

UA Eile 
THEY ARE. { Man) LING, SOME- 
WUMBERLESS, / ( THING THE WO- 
ANG THEY ARE MAP COULD NOT 

OWE-- 4 HAVE SUSPEETED, 


VIGION AND IRON 

MAN CAN BE 

EASILY SPO7FED 

UP THERE, 
car 


TKNOW, WANDA, BUT WE CAN'T HOPE TO 
ELUDE AN ENTIRE CITY FOR LONG, AY Hag) 
4 


——~" IT'S MORE IMPORTANT TO 
BE SURE WE'RE NOT BEING 
I 4OcLOwE?, RIGHT? 


aia | 1a art! 
Corswr aN Eke 


NA 
m1 
THAT'S HELLCA 
fl to vad; Hairy.”/]| 


LET ME TELL YOU WHAT I'VE 
SEMAINE, PLEASE / THOUGH 
I'VE KNOWN MKSTIVCTVELY 
NOT TOPAY THE CROWN -- 


=-iTS EVIL POWER IS STILL 
MLL 700 WERRING To WY 
MUTANT MIND! SENSING 
ATES, AT ONE TIME OR 
ANOTHER / (T= IT ~~ 


IF THIS HORRIBLE POWER 
TOOK CONTROL OF THE 

CWERNMENT AND SG 
SUSINESS~— 


NOW SHAT 'S SCA! YOU 
MEAN THERE MAY HAVE BEEN 


AN Fag 7” BE WHAT 
THE WATZZER 


WHO WOULD 
KNOW THEY SHOWLO? 
FROM WHAT.2" GATH~ 
ER, LIFEHERE IG # 


 ) 
pease 
\" (et 


mcs 


=sIF S HADN'T 
BROKEN UP 
£2; yy ire Hous 
WI e 
VSCUSSON TO WANES H 
2 ORIEN SUENCE / KAN i SCANDAL.® 
\ / 7: 


GOSH. WHOEVER'D HAVE 
THOUGHT THAT A475 WALKER 


WOULP ENG UP IN ANYTHING 
LIKE THIS? 


TRANSITION: 
OR OWN 
EARTH we 


ality 
x t Why 


THAT-- WAS \ EVEN $2, TWO-GUN, 
TIME. THIS IS THE SAME |A@ECISECY 
TRAVEL? | ARIZONA NE JUST % 
£60 HUNQRER: 


IT APPEARS 


SPEAK NOT HARSHLY 
THEREOF, MOONCRAGON, 
(5 A PLES SING 7 


“200 NO SPEAK HARSHLY, 
GOP OF THUNDER. L£VE FOUND 
4 GREAT LOWE FOR THIF 
RUECEP COUNTRISIDE SL” 


THIS WON'T 
BE HARD FoR me| 
‘TO APUUST To! 


NOT AT ALE & 


ON MY WAY-= Af e?.7, 


I GOTTA GET GON; 
GOLOILOCKS/ THE 


THIG_IS /77 THEN, THOR / I 
HAVEN'T CHANGED MY MV 


ABOUT LEAVIN’ THE AVENGERS. 


"GEE, LF PUG THE 
WEST, TOO-~ 


--AN' BEING A SOW 
ANO- ARROW Ma 

MAKES MORE SENSE OUT 

HERE THAN IN MANHATTAN ! 


AN’ TELL ‘EM 
NOT TO SHED ANY 
TEARS! UN CEM, 
BUT IM NOT PEv7~ 


THIS LIFE 00TH AGREE 
WITH HIM. I CANNOT 
FAULT HiS AW7ENT 7, 


HAWKEYE HATH 
EVER BEEN A WZ, 
PROUO MANS 


qi 
Mi; 


Y--BUT NOW, LET 


WEL SEE MORE OF HAWK- 

EYE AND THE TWO-Gtity KI? 
NA FUTURE (YARVEL SPOT 
OGM FAKES ¥ 1 BUT WOW 


WANDA, WHATIS 
THE MATTER 2 
WHY HAVE You 
LAGGEP BEHIND 
HE OPWERS Z 


SS [istec WE MUST 
Know!) 2 


*GET ON THE STICK 
WITH IT, STEVE-~ 
me THE BULLPEN. 


DON'T BE 
ABSURD! 


v( 


YOU'RE JUST A 
COLE, UNFEELING 
COMPUTER YOU 
DON'T CARE ABOUT 
ME. YOU WEVER 
CAREP ABOUT ME, 


oop corcwe S 
ME FOREVER 4 
CHEAPENING F 

MYSELF WITH NX 
yOu! 


APPARENTLY, THE 


Ve 
WWETANT BOES\ | MERE Cae eA 


Al 


INGEROUS. YOU 
HAD BEST ALLOW 
ME TO RUN THAT 
RISK FROM NOW ON. 


SPEAKING 
THROUGH YOU, 


MY DARLING--/ 


LAMA WHCH--AMe- 
TANT” WITCH! I AM NOT 
SUBIECT TO OFWER 


LPCOMME SF 1] 


I DOWHAT 
Iwree-~ 
GO WHERE 
IT WHL-— 


PRES 
(OENT 


Bur sé POES RUN, 
CASTER AND AASTEFR-- 
AVC HER Ht/SBANO 


ICAW ONE Y GIVE CHASE! 


FINDING OUR FOES SHOULD 
NOT BE B¥z10¢¢7; SQUAD 
MEMBERS, AFTER ALL, WE, 


YOUR GRASHWESS T 
CAN S7ANO ~- YOUR 
COCKINESS I COVE: on 


N75 But your 
WIENST TY 
WEARS A 
LITTLE THIN 
AFTER A 


ARE A TEAM NO’ 


i 


4 I MAY HAVE 


QWET, YOU | | NO MATTER HOW LOWG T LIVE 
LoveBirps!| | ON YOUR PLANET, I'LL WEVER 
WE HAVE A | [UNDERSTAND THE COWRTIVG 
Rend ac Po RIVALS HERE! 


LUCKILY FOR ME; MY 
POSITION AS EAR7HS 
MOST POWERFUL 
SUPER “HERO HAS 


STEN, BIR? LADY, I DIDN'T 
HEAR ANY COMPLAINTS 

CABEST WIGHT ~~ OR THE 
iN WGHT BEFORE -7 0 


THAT'S 
Ev7. +f 
Gust Vegan 


YNWANO HER, 
AIPERION=-NOW!L 


liye 
f GENLY, A CULE YOWCE 
ITS THE ONE WE LET KNIFES TH@U THEIR SOULS! 
4, SEEK-- al 6 


YOUPARE THREATEN \/1,7a>] 
MME 2? FOOL, MY NAME, 

16 A HOWSENOAP 

WORD HERE ON 

N EARTH -- 


~- WHICH |S USELESS, ARCHER, 
SINCE MY CEWST7Y IS MERELY 
BA MATIER OF GREAT WL." 


Ake RIGHT; AVENGER-- BUT 

WOTHING CAN WITHSTAND” 

MY C4 RK GONG; ANO FAS 

TIME_YOU'RE TOO FAR AWAY 
0 S707 ME! 


|WeLoeTeNT ANEWER, 


THE GEM OW THE VISIONS. 
GROW FLICKERS! 


~-ANO HIS EVES VERY 


CITERALLY FLASH FIRES 


DBVIOU SLY) MY 


Hater bo Mie omar 
UUST os LE: ee 


Sata ENERGY 17/, 
CRAWN FROM THE GREA 
€87 POWER SOURCE OF Ahk, 


WY MIRA SOME ANP SINCE THIS: 

SIREN ARROW SHOULD CREATURE MUST LI 

TURN THE TRICK i HE COST OF 
RIGHT NOW.” 4 DECEIVING ME-- 


\ 


LLIN 
ve neh 


i] 
a\\ pF 


wr 
tl @ 


CAUEHT_ BY EUPPRUSE; THE 
VISION FREES? ANO THINGS 
(00K ZAR (WOEED « Bi 
Wk: 18 WOT” THe ONLY BATTLE 
HERE! 


Reviy 
WNWwe7icEP-- 


HYPES, DIP ANYONE 
EVER TELL YOU YOUR 
SOPER POWERS. * WON'T 
ENO AT THE AEC F> YOU HEAR 

THE BLIGHT 
ER SAY HE Coup) 
COVTROAL HIS 

DENSITY 7 


~"ANO AVERY, VERY 
MEWG YOUNG WITCH? 


YOU -"MUMECEP NE, AVENGER-~ 


=- SOMETHING NO MAN OR 
CREATURE HAS EVER 
VONE--OR HC EVER VO 
~-A BECOWO TIME! 


-- SENT TOEARTH To BE- 
fa AS E IIS GREATEST CHAM-| 


#4 --ABLE To £2) To SEE THRU 
P7121 -- MORE POWERFUL, 


WALES: BEND TITANIUM WITH 
My GARE MANOS! 


LAM MMUUVETECLE-- 
WMLLNERA BCE £ 
TO 


HYPERION Z EVEN 
WHEN YOU FACE-- 


$0--THE MEV TOLD ME 
10 STAY P/F OF THIS 
BATT LE-- 


Vea 


7 -- ANC THE MEW HAVE 
FALLEN LIKE AWG DOLLS.” 
O " 
/ 


THE SALANCE OF POWER 
BELONGS 10 <4 OY LARK, 
THEN--AND SHE |S MORE THAN 


F008 CABY CMR ITE Aer 
WAKE 4 CRMELE WITH HER 
SUPER -POWER ! Wil SHE 

SING HER SONG OF 
(INEVITABLE VICTORY--?. 
rs 


THE ANSWER TMS TIME (F 

BULES SHE SHUT UP. 
7 WHATS WOT SO 

OBVIOUS 1S -- WHOPLUNIT?, 


IM--MYSELE AGAIN, DARLING. 
SOMETHING PEEP M/7¢- 
MW ME-- THE INNER STRENGTH 
OF A TRUE WITCH, PERHAPS-- 


ANP PERMA LS: MY 


BEAUTI 


(FUL WANTA, IT 


AND DIE BEFORE THE | WAS YET AWOTHER 


QWNVELMLCH T 
re | 


FACTOR -~ 


-- THE FACTOR 
THAT HAS Ae 
WAYS GUSTAINED| 

US IN OUR 
TIMES OF 


COME; WANDA. LET 
AE CARRY THIS PAMN- 
ABLE IKON. I vouBT 
THAT IT CAN ATTACK 

MY COMPLIER MIN. 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 


united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! m 
9 
i 


Sian THE MIGHTY (MGENGERSI.: 


MEMBERSHIP (NA FEAR-FRAUGHT EPIC WE CALL...| MEMBERSHIP. 
WELCOME, DEAR READER! RIGHT 
SQuArRON NOH, THE INVADING: AVENGERS AVENGERS 


CAN THEY HOPE TO ESCAPE 
THE MIGHT OF OUR OWN,,, 


CAPTAIN 
AMERICA 


GOOD WORK, 

SQUADRON! YOUR, 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE IS 
PROUD OF YOU! 


LADY LARK SCARLET WITCH 


CAP'N HAWK 


Ney 


i 


WHIZZER 


aN : ni 
Sree ree Tok EE 
TOM ORZECHOWSKI, 
rom uuma | Sgnanoer s/h 


MARY WOLFMAN, Edifor 
=== 


qj THE WHIZZERS 


RICAN 


-- HANGING STILL ANDCOLD, LIke TA 
THE CRESCENT QUARTER-MOON. [id 


RELAX, TOMMY! f\ Play 1 was * BUT YOU SHOULD HAVE FLEXED YOUR. 
HYPERION, LADY Just Bap HYPER- MUSCLES LESS AND USED YOUR.» 
LARK, AND THE 4 LUCK-- HYPER - BRAINS MORE, AND FIGURED 
GOLDEN ARCHER { \ thats THAT EVEN YOU WEREN'T IMPERVIOUS Lf) 
ARE SURE TO i ALL it | |1O THE ViSION'S POWERS! + f 
CATCH =~ DONT BET ON WAS! 
Mt, DOCTOR? fi 
L HAVE TO L 

REPORT THAT y 

WE FALED IN { 

OUR MISSION! 

1) 7 l 
me 0 IBS ¢ 
o ¥ | 
Zs N Z 
4 
5 THAT'S 
WHAT You 
J Mi | i | Say wyper 
} 


LET (T PASS, ARCHER f THE 
POINT 'S, THEY STILL HAVE. 
PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER'S 
SERPENT CROWNS 

z 


YEAH! T WONDER. 
WHY THAT THING'S. 
SO VALUABLE, 

THOUGH, 


Gx 


a P waaay Noe SS 
ray: Aap |suesrn ate 


EYE IN THE 
yy QUESTION WHY, HONEY. ¥ 


SKY HAS 
SPOTTED NOW! 


THEN WHAT'RE WE STANDIN’ 
HERE FOR, PEOPLE? 


KNOW THAT, 
SPECTRUM! 


THIS 1S A CONTEST 
I'VE LONG DESIRED: 
OUR TEAM OF HEROES 
AGAINST THAT 
OTHER WORLD'S! 


I HOPE_L 
DONT LIVE TO 
REGRET IT! 


Wy PON'T WORRY, 
HYPERION! WE 
ALWAYS WIN 
OUT IN THE 
ENP! 


Tonoooo 


LITTLE MEN AW, CLAM UP, 
ALWAYS FISH- FACE ! 
TALK TOUGH, aa 
DONT AS ans 
THEY? a a 
fy 
by 

e r 


LD THE 
OPS ! 


YEAH, AND WHEN WE WIN, WE 
WIN! THERE AREN'T ANY 
LOOSE ENDS OR QUESTIONS-- 


Sgt E THERE 


AKI 
ARE 
AVE! 


SOBBEE t 


SCENE: INTERNATIONAL HEAD 
Bh) Quarters OF THE capRe fp 
CARTEL, IN COSMOPOLIS. 


: cae 
pas aS 


ty) BUT WHY ARE 


THE AVENGERS, i 


THAT DECISION WAS MADE BY THE SERPENT. 
\ REPRESENTATIVE ON THEIR. WORLD, 
GENTLEMEN -- AS WAS HIS RIGHTY 


NEED I REMIND: 
THAT THE 


AND MINE RUN 
OUT THERE -- 


HERE, ANYWAY? Z 


=: WAS CAPTURED FOR US BY THE CROWN'S ALIEN 
BRILLIANCES NOW \T WIGHES TO EXTEND ITS 
CONTROL TO THE AVENGERS’ EARTH-~ 


THE SAME PROBLEMS: 
WE ONCE DID! 


yi 


‘itll 


ee CAPTAINS OF INOQUSTRY, GENTLEMEN | 


I WONDER IF THIS WORLD Y LISTEN, BEAST,_YOU 
NERALS WAGE WAR ON THE BATTLEFIELD, AND WE HAS A SCOTLAND, PATSY-- / CAN MAKE ALL THE 
WAGE WAR IN THE MARKETPLACE! IF ONE OF OUR OR SCOTT TOWELS, FOR 3 PUNS YOU WANT- BUT 
ALLIES FELT WE COULD HANOLE HIS ENEAVES BETTER, THAT MATTER! T'VE TOLD YOU BEFORE 

THAN HE, THEN I, FOR ONE, TAKE THAT AS A COMPLIMENT! 


NOT TO CALL ME 
THOUGH AT THE MOMENT, PATSY! 


IDENT'S IM A SUPER- 
THE BATTLE  G& | soudpRon sure BEAR FOR His CROWN HAS HEROINE NOW--! 
OF THE CENTURY: 4. i“ SEARCH FOR US! 


J 2s 


=e 
ee Le \ \\S Z| 
we Y= 
i = 


GF Sx 
ZF jini. 8 


YEAH, BUT DON'T FoR- 
GET WHO PROMOTED 
THE WHOLE DEAL FOR 
Pb YOU, LADY! 


[DON'T sive 
ME, PATSY 
WALKER ! 


AND THE VISi ¢ 
VANISHED INTO 
Y THIN AlR-— AND 
WE HAVE TO 
pi FIND THEM! 
bi IRON MAN 
ANP T WILL 
SEARCH IN 
THE WORTH 


~-AND WELL BE IN 
SCOTLAND AFORE YA! 


‘DIDI EVER-TELL 
GAMES 


THAT'S JUST A TASTE AY FELLOW SQUAO MEMBERS WiLL 
F MY POWER, UGLY! KEEP YOUR FRIEND OCCUPIER 
5 iO} = 


GET READY FOR, = ~ <a 
‘MORE OF THE SAME ! Lal E 5 
Uy 93 WG 4 
F; : v? 
= en = 


YOu KNOW, AMPaY, * 
TM NOTA BIG. 
_ WOMER'S- LIBBER--_d 


BY MY MOTHER'S HUMAN HERITAGE £ 
NO ONE TREATS THE KING OF THE 
SEVEN SEAS LIKE THAT! I'LL --- 


ARN EZ 
Sey Mlinpul 7g 


UL 

[azn] 

= ply yy, 
e N 2 


==) 
NTA 
7" 
es 


WHEN I GET AY 
HANDS ON YOuU-- 


>-BUT ALL I HAV 
= 


<I 
~-(TLL BE 1977, HAIRY! 
IN THE MEANTIME -- 


YOU GIANT FOOL / ALL MY LIFE, 
I'VE USED MY BRAIN TO MAKE UP. 
FOR AN HEIGHT, BUT \E YOU WANT 
TO FEEL MY POWER, YOU Witl £ 


YOU PROBABLY PONT 
SEE THE ADVANTAGE 
T HAVE IN BEING: 

SMALL--~ 


TOM THUMB WAS. 
MY FRIEND, MONSTER L 


WE'VE WORKED TO - 

GETHER A LONG TIME! 
UNFORTUNATELY FOR YOU, 
AY HEAD 1S AS HARD AS 


MY SUPPLY OF SPECI 
WEAPONS |S INEXHAUSTABLE-- 


MY MODULE-- 11'S 
MUTILATEC! 


BLAST IT! THAT WAS, 
SIX MONTHS WORK! 


SEE, I MAY BE UGLY, AND J) Ho THEN WHY DON'T YOU 
HAIRY, AND TALL TO A MH) i TALC O ME, YOU, 
i 
y 


MIDGET, BLT IM ALSO 
FASTER THAN--__ NY 


MEANWHILE, WHISTLING DOWN THE WINTER 
WINPS OVER. THE AVENGERS ' HOMEWORL 


/ i Eh? WHAT AN 
ODP QUESTION! 


I AM AN AVENGER 

BECAUSE MY HAMMER 
MUST EVER STRIKE FOR 
JUSTICE ANP HONORS 


Will BABBOON BANANA: 


-- WHILE, YOU'RE 

HELPING ME 

OUT OF THIS 
GOOP! 


SO, MOONPRAGON-- THOU 
WOULDST SPEAK WITH ME 
OF MATTERS URGENTS 


Hf 


Y TERRANS CALL THIS 


‘SLUMMING," DO THEY NOT? 


YOUR, 
STRENGTH? EVEN IRON MAN--- 


MORE NEXT MONTH,., 


mn FOR, COMING UP FAST FROM BEHING, IS.,, NO SWEAT, CAP. THAT JUST MEANS THE 
OLP GUARD'S GOING TO GET THE 
THE BATTLE OF THE CENTURY, PART IZ FIRST BREAK, ULL BET! 


TUALLY -~ 

AVENGERING- 

WITH YOU AGAIN! 
WE MAKE 


S UST THE TW 
‘| E WOULD HAVE, 
\\ CHOSEN FOR US! 


WE'VE TEAMED UP 
LOTS OF TIMES, DOC 
BUT I'D SAY THIS 
MIGHT BE THE MOST 

EXCITING JOB YET! 


YOU KNOW, T CAN'T REALLY 
ITE THESE 
L 


THAT WAS THE FIRST 
Int J 
BILLIARD BALLS! 


Sy 
¢, 


=. FP ‘3 
: Za “ii 


V/} My 


THIS GUY'S GOING 
TO BE TROUBLE, WINGHEAD! 


THEY DONT KNOW WHETHER. NS --AND T'LLOPEN HIM & 
THEY'RE COMING OR UP LIKE A TUBE OF 
GOING, WHIZZER! A TOOTHPASTE! 


OKAY, DOC! 1 HAVE MY END 
OF IT WELL IN HAND, TOO! 


THAT SINKS IT, 
MISTER! YOU'VE 
JUST MADE ME 

+ MAC! 


THE COUNTRY CHANGED, AVENGER -- |B 
THAT'S ALL! ANID THE SQUADRON 7 
SUPREME CHANGED WITH IT! 


BY WHEN 1 TOLD ZRON MAN WE'D \] 
S SOLD OUT* ALL I MEANT WAS 
THAT WE'D STARTED DRAWING- 
PAYCHECKS FROM THE 
CORPORATE MEN £ 


TINY 
aati 7 
Liat 


TM THE SAME SUPER- WE'RE EVERY BIT AS PATRIOTIC WAS 

SPEEDSTER I ALWAYS WAS-- AS you ARE NOW GET UES \ \ yy) i) 

STILL SERVING THE GOOD O | 
OLD U.S. OF A, I 


SO_DON'T GIVE ME 
ANY OF THAT “HOLIER, 
THAN THOU” NONSENSE! 


MY FRIEND, YOU RELY TOO MUCH --ANO MINE 
INCLUDES 


ON FAST FEET ANC A FAST MOUTH, 
AND NOT ENOUGH ON TACTICS! BEING A 
LOT MORE 
: GOING- 
Sioa’ ON DOWN THERE 7 


fT LOOKS LIKE THE 
WHIZZER’S DOWN! 


THANK GOD! 
HE LOOSENED 


YP_ON THIS. 
FIST WHEN HE 
LOOKED AWAY-~ 


YOU HAVE YOUR, <q 4 Ls . 
DEFINITION OF A HERO, j Se] IgA, 
ANG T HAVE AINE -- ee Ay LN aoa PANN 


VOILA, DOCTOR: Nt 
ULTRA-VIQLET BEAM-~ 


Q 


aed 
CONCENTRATE, 
MY WiLL POWER:~ Vy 


NOW, IF ONLY THE 
OTHERS CAME t POWER OF POSITIVE 
y THINKING { 


4A OFF AS WeLL--! 
Yall Z| ae 


NICE WORK WITH Y THEY O1D, GINE THAT MAN A FAT 
THE SHIELD, CAPS CIGAR, ANCA BRAND- 
NEW COPY OF THE 


MORE THAN HIM, FELLA-- THEM / -- WE DARE NOT DEPART BEFORE 
NOT TO MENTION -~ EARCHING F ‘ON WE DO WHAT WE CAN TO SAVE IT! 


Bedsy’ 
=-THIS WORLD'S, Ene us y LISTEN 
ONLY GENUINE /BS SOME LANDMARKS / =e / 

aS 


SERPENT. <a 
TOUPEEL WHAT HAPPENED TO 


RR 
THAT REASON, 
AVENGERS -- 
THOUGH WE 


i MUST YET 
j Eire THIS 


YES! DPR. HORRIGAN SAYS YOU'RE 

FIT AS FIDDLES! NO PROBLEM 

Ee co ANY MORE AT ALL £ 
I GET 


pet THE SHOT 
Pgs THIS TIME? 


(fle 
= 


OH, MRS. PYM! YOURE’ ARE BEING- 
SUCH A CARDS, RELEASED! 


BUT THE PATIENTS IN ROOM ¥2Z DON'T 


WELL LISTEN, 
SEEM QUITE THAT OVERJOYEC,.. s 


WHAT ABOUT. 
ELLOWJACKET?_ 


SCENE: THE WH/TE HOUSE, AT 
|SUNCOWN,,, 


OF THE SQUAL 


RANE THUS FAR FALEDS 


WHERE EVEN 4 es FROM 
KNICKERBOCKER CITY CAN 
GROW UP To BE PRESICENT.,, 


--GO TM SORRY TO REPORT, 
SIR, THAT THE BEST EFFORTS 
IPRON SUPREME 


OH, WHAT DOES IT. 
MATTER, HYPERION 2} 


STILL, WE'VE 
NEVER LET YOu 
DOWN YET, AND 

WE'LL KEEP 
ING. 


IMR. PRESIDENT! WHAT Y 
ARE YOU SAYING > AND PRI 


CONTROL OF THIS COUNTRY, 
r 


ay 
i, > 


~-SINCE SO FEW 
OF US EVER. aes 


EVEN THEN, ALL 
OUT FROM BEHI V/MAGE-- A CAI 
THE SCENES! 


CLAIMED TO 
STAND FOR-- 


AND YOU GO RIGHT 
ALONG, PRETENDING- 
NOT TO NOTICE ! 


Yara WN 


= A CARES 
IMAGE, LIKE ANY 


WE TALK A LOT ABOUT HONESTY, 


IDE, AND TEAM -SPIRIT-: 
BUT ALL WE REALLY WANT IS 
POWER ! 


YOU SEE IS AN 
REF ULLY-CRAFTED' 
‘OTHER PRODUCTS! 


THAT'S WHAT'S SO STRANGE! FACTS VONT AFFECT 
OUR MAGE! YOU JuST LOOk AWAY, AND WONDER. 
WHY THE DOLLAR KEEPS LOSING ITS VALUE 4 


7 


NOW JUST, 
4A MINUTES 


THERES SOME- 
THING WRONG- 
HERE! 


| | BENEATH THIS MASK LURKS 
THE MASTER OF DISGUISES : -- 


IBOU 
~<a GIVE YOu SOME TIME Al 7 
--BUT YOU GUY: —— é 
Fef Know ir may TRICKS Sept iW 


S| THE TRUTH OR NOT! 


I GURE HOPE YOU GUYS ARE READY THERE'S NO \/ BUT WE'LL NEED SOME TIME TO. 2| 

IN HERE! I'VE GOTA MOB ON MY_ 4 CHINE J MAKE USE OF IT! 

FURRY TAIL f HAT WILL BE 
‘ MY DEPARTMEN’ 


IT! 


ON ANY EARTH, ANYWHERE-- 
NO MATTER [F THERE BE A 
THOUSAND OF THESE 
PARALLEL PIMENSIONS -- 

| WE POWERS 


OF NATURE BE 
EVER THE SAME-- 


Z 


THERE HAD TO BE SOME 
COUNTERPART ON THIS 
PLANET TO THE MACHINE. 
THAT SENT US HERE IN 
THE FIRST PLACE -- 


yy 


I 
IN: 


fu SAY G; 
--AND CONSIDERING THE S/TUA- 
TION HERE, WHAT SAFER PLACE 
FOR IT THAN THE WHITE HOUSE? 


THE SQUADRON SUPREME WILL 
FOLLOW THEA erect 


INSTANTLY, THE SPELL CONTAINED IN HER SEEMINGLY 
INNOCUDUS WORDS 
MIGHT, TAKES HOLD. 


EUELED BY HER INBRED MUTANT 


fT GOODBYE, MR. PRESIDENT! 
B SORRY IT WASN'T SAFE 
ROM THE AVENGERS! 


+ guppure ae 
——= € z 
ba AND HES GONE -- 


WHAT THE 
BEAST JOLD 
US, SQUAD- 
MEMBER -- 
T'VE BEEN , 
THINKING --/ 


You MUST BE Formas vs WE CAN'T LI 
REELYES BE PUSHED AROIND BY THOSE 
At NEN AVENGERS--WE' aE. THE SQUADRON 
SUPREME! 


1 SAY, MAYBE WE'VE 
LEARN oon LE THING 
> 


<-SOMETHING WE 
SROULDN T HAVE: 
IP To LEARN! 


AT LEAST, 1 
WANT TIME TO 
CONSIDER \T 1 


ANC SO, GENTLE READER, Y 


THATS WHAT. WARREN Si 


A 
Bp meee comes crove Ela 


BLOWS HAVE 
NO EFFECT 
ON ME, 


And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves 
united against a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born — to fight the foes no single super 
hero could withstand! Through the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but their glory 
has never been denied! Heed the ca//, then — for now, the Avengers Assemble! 


Sipe Lee 


AT THIS SAME. "SECOME 
oe Eee Al 


AL LAST! AVENGERS” by ESCAPE? THOR KATH NO 
HEADQUARTERS! z A NEED OF ESCAPE FROM, 
LE] | ANYONE-- ESPECIALLY A 


Zep YOU'LL NOT ESCAPE 
{T BY WALKING 
AWAY FROM ME ! 


DESPITE MY ORIGIN, I AM NOW 
A GODDESS -- ANP YOU ARE A GOPL ‘| 


=-YOUR BEING AN AVENGER: 
1S THE EQUIVALENT 
OF SLUMMING- S 


I SCORN NOTHING, 
ASGARDIAN | 1 
MERELY RECOGNIZE 
REALITY, AND SAY 
WHAT I SEE IN 
PLAIN LANGUAGE! 


I TOLD You once, 
1AM WOT YOUR. 
DEMURE MISS 


THE OTHERS, SIR! 2 HAD BEGUN AYE! MOONDRAGON AND 1 DID 
TO FEAR FOR BOTH YOU AND THEM, TRAVEL TERQUCH TIE, ANG TO 


iE FAR WEST-- 


--BUT CAPTAIN 
AMERICA'S BAND 
JOURNEYED ONLY TO 

LONG ISLAND {* 


YOU'D ALL BEEN GONE SO LONG! 


4OR SO HE THINKS.--M. 


FEAR NOT, JARNIS! I SHALL 
SEE TO THEIR SAFETY! 


AID IS ALWAYS WELCOME WHEN GOOD, THEN! 'TIS BEST WE 
A WARRIOR DOTH VENTURE INTO FORGET THIS DISPUTE, THAT WE 
THE UNKNOW! ! ¢ MAY TURN OUR ATTENTION TO 
WHAT MAY LIE AHEADS 


— 


THIS MUST BE THE 
IRMY WE 


oly, % 


TOE 
LZ | WN 


WHAT HAPPENED TO THE SQUAD- 
[RON SUPREME? THEY WERE 
ISUPPOSED TO TAKE CARE OF 


I VON'T AKNOW-- BUT 

I WANT OUR. SECRET 

WEAPON, JUST IN 
CASES 


+ HE TAKES A DIFFERENT TACK: 
ONE UNKNOWN TO CAPTAIN 
BAXTER! HE CONCENTRATES -- 


--AND HIS THE SQUADRON SUPREME WENT ON NATIONAL 

HT TELEVISION TWENTY MINUTES AGO, AND PENOUNCEP| 

WAVES BRIDGE THE ILLEGAL SET-UP OUR. CORPORATIONS ARRANGED 

THE GAP-- aes SN WITH THE GOVERNMENT! EVEN HYPERION TURNED 
% AGAINST ME! 


LOOK, T HAVENT pas el 
— Sno 


ANY TIME TO TALK 
NOW! TM IN THE 


--BETWEEN (itl . = 
OUR EARTH, FF 


SO! THE AVENGERS THERE IS NO MORE 
ARE MORE DANGEROUS: 
THERE'S CHAOS IN. THAN I'D THOUGHT! 
THE STREETS! THE . AND THEY MUST BE 
OnE TUNG 2 KNOW g Hal SERPENT CROWN 

uh 


HERE, 
FOR. CERTAl THEY'LL BRING DOWN PROVIDED... 
RIGHT NOW IS-- MY EMPIRE! a — 


4 ee Wa 


MOW THEN, ALPHONSE, SINC! ACTUALLY, WE'LL BE OFF 
JOUVE BEEN 60 GRACIOUS AS FASTER THAN THAT, BUT IT 
TO OPEN A LARGE HOLE [SOUNDED KINDA NEAT ! P 


IN YONDER WALL -- 


OUR MISTAKE Atl ALONG WAS TRYING TO 
FIGHT THESE CLOWNS WITH OTHER CLOWNS! 
WE SHOULEZ HAVE USED OUR BIG GUN 


IM THE START! 
ee = 


BUT I 4M, BAXTER, I AM! 

WE'VE A HUNDRED WAYS 

KILL THESE AVENGERS HERE 
q 


PAINFULS 


Ww 
CAP'N! 


f 
TELL ME I DIDN'T. SEE THAT! YY 
‘ Wl < NS 
F YOU Sai 
mT, 
n 
Ay 


IT'S TIMES LIKE THESE WHEN I 
1 APPRECIATE ALL THE 
NTIFIC WON! 


4d 


OX WOR! BEHIND US- 


NO, PUNY ONE! 1T Witt. 


BI id 
FLOWS, AFTER You've FACED 
THE MURDEROUS FURY OF-- 


yell 


THE HUMAN 


w 
AILLER WHALE! Bi 


YOUR HAMMER 1S -- 
POWERFUL, AVENGER -~ 


MORTAL, 
MUST BE. 


MIGHTY |» 
MIOLNIR S 

SINCE THE 

(SERPENT CROWN 


NO MATTER THIS 
CREATURES AGHT, IT 
SHALL BE AS NAUGHT BEFORE -- 


~- BUT YOUR. THOUGHTS 
ARE AS VULNERABLE 
AS EVER! y 


YOU ARE SO 
INSUFFERABLE, 
OR! A 


AVENGERS, 1. 
ONE, SHALL SAY HER. 
NAY! 


oN 


Sy 


NOW YOU FACE TWO GOS, WHALE— 
THING -- NOT HUMANS AS YOU'VE. 
DONE BEFORE! 0 GOD OF THUNDER, 
AND A GOPPESS OF THE MIND! 


~-THE HUMAN KILLER WHALE =| BY ASGARD'S. 
HAS VERY LITTLE BRAIN TO GLEAMING GATES! 
GLAST! - \ MOONDRAGON 
Ry 


SUDDENLY, ORKA REALIZES 
THAT THE BLACK PAIN ORKA WILL 
Wit GET NO WORSE- NOT FALLS 


“TiS WY AS- ~-1O BEDEVIL ME oye is ‘STILL THY LAUGHTER, 
FORTUNE, FURTHER. WITH HER | jy os MONSTER! TLL NOT 
THOUGH, THAT DELUSIONS OF-- rai! 
SHE MUST > pes 
RISE AGAIN-- Tt Si fp 
| JG fy) Ng My 


\ 


tee Ml \ 


1 SAY LET'S ZAP 
‘EM RIGHT NOW! 


| ‘ 
THOSE THAT CAN GD Yi 


AFFOR® IT, THAT 1S! 


UR EX- 
WIFE, THE 
HELLCAT? 


Bovine? 


EVERY MONTH-- 
VEVELOPING- 
NEW WEAPONS, 


,4 
Pras evecreo- " 


SUMNER CORE 


-- AND NOT BEFORE! 


I DIDN'T GET TO BE 


© 


WE'LL WAIT TILL WE 
SEE HOW THIS FIGHT 
COMES OuTs 


Cx 


SURELY THAT \ WILL YOU NEVER, 
WELL-STRUCK. | LEARN, AVENGER ? 
BLOW HATH-- | ORKA BESTED 
THE NOBLE 
SUB-MARINER |N 
DAYS GONE BY! 
NOW T AM 
[4 


INVINCIBLE ! 
HUMANS OF 


ay 


THE SKIES BUT OBEY THEIR. 
MASTER, -WHALE-- Tagg 
LOOSING THEI LIMITLESS yaa 
POWER IY WILL -- fag 


I HAVE SEEN YOUR FRIENDS -- 
YES, THE ONE IN GOLDEN ARMOR-- 


oon 
WN 


= 
i 


THY WORDS ARE 
Y CERTAIN, YET THY 
NE 1S NOT, 
GIANT, ! MAYHAP THOU 
\ ART LEARNING -- 


YOU DUMB BROAD! YOU JUST --AND DREAMS OF SUPERHEROES--!} 
NEVER GOT OUT OF CENTER- 
7 YOU NEVER. 


THE 
THERE -- 


I CAN'T SAY 
LM SORRY! 
You COULD 
HAVE COME 


YOU DISGUST M' 
BUZZ BAXTER! 
YOU TURNED OUT 


7 
SO ROTTEN! SF 5 


YOU'VE Got GUTS, pat! THATS TZ@ [10 00 WHAT? TO t \ WT Ri 
WHAT I ALWAYS LIKED ABOUT [K SINK ANY LOWER. ony Boy ee 
q ase, HAVE! YOU, . EVER WANTED! 


ual 4 
43 m 
y, 


BUT YOU 
SHOULDN'T HAVE GIVEN 
ME A CHANCE -— 


PY [ = marrier yout 
bi! oP 
in f 
la 


AT THAT MOMENT... 
v7 go ee 

ra SK 
SY 


I THOUGHT YOU MIGHT SEE IT 
My WAY, ASGARDIAN -- IF I 
GAYE YOU THE CHANCES _4 


Gil 
7 A 
AT yi 


(, 


y ff 
Puf My 
Sif UA Au 
= BUT NOT THE FULL, LF 
GHEETTERED FORCE -- 7 
$s 


YOU HAD YO SEE-- 


THERE'S NO ANSWER! | SURE! 

E-- HE MUST BE THAT'S 

GOOFING OFE WHATS 

SOMEWHERE ! HAPPENED! 
=——@ 


T CAN'T 
BELIEVE 17! 
HE BEAT ORKAL 
BUT 

ALL HELL 
ACCOMPLISH ! 


= 


I Just 


HAVE 
Y TO GO VOWN THERE 


11'S TIME TO PLAY-- 
TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES! 


WELL, HELLO THERE! WE'VE 
BEEN WAITING- FOR YOU! 


SWHAT 1 DON'T UNDER- 
STAND, THOR, 1S WAY 
YOU COULDN'T BEAT 

ORKA UNTIL THAT 


LAST PUNCH 


BUT THE TYING 
OF TWO LAST. 
TANGLED THREADS. 


YES, HANK. AT LEAST--IT'S REALLY I AM NOT SLOW- WITTE, 
OVER NOW-- BUZZ ANC ME. LT BUT MY TASK IN THE AllL- 
MADE HIM FREE YOU. I PAID HIM IN FATHER'S PLAN DOTH 
BACK-- FOR WHAT HE DID To OUR ICONCERN TISELF MORE WITH 
MARRIAGE ANC MYSELF, ACTION THAN REFLECTION! 


WHAT I SAW NOT TILL 
THIS BATTLE 1S THAT, 
BS AAPT MYSELF 

IO YE MORTALS ~ 


“TWAS A GRADUAL THING. IN ASGARD, I HAVE 
STRUGGLED ‘GAINST GOPS. ON MIPGARI 
WEHAVE MOSTLY MET HUMAN MENACES, 


YOU KNOW, WE BEGAN ALL 
THIS BY LOOKING FOR A 
NEW AVENGERS ROSTER. 


LET'S GO 
OY BACK To THE 
MANS 


WITHHOLD wy 


y q 


dy 


MARVEL COMICS GROUP. 


ye GIANT-SIZE 
AVENGERS 


‘ANNU anfiune, 
CEG Eas! 
AVENGERS) 
GREATEST ~ 
Vi LAINS/. 


GIANT-SIZE AVENGERS #5 (DECEMBER 1975) COVER 
BY JOHN BUSCEMA & GEORGE ROUSSOS WITH ALTERATIONS BY JOHN ROMITA (FROM AVENGERS ANNUAL #1) 
REPRINTING AVENGERS ANNUAL #1 


F.0.0.M. #12 (DECEMBER 1975) TOOK A DEEP DIVE INTO THE LIVES OF THE VISION AND THE SCARLET WITCH, 
STARTING WITH A COVER BY JOHN BUSCEMA & P. CRAIG RUSSELL 


you've become accustomed. Scott, 
the way, has left FOOM and you'll 
hear about that in upcoming months! 
Now, since FOOM really belongs to 
you people out there in fan-land we 
think you ought to have a say in the 
what and wherefore of how things are 
done, so, before we tell you anything 
else (and believe us when we sa 
there’s a whole bunch to tell!) there's 
a few questions we desperately need 
to know the answers to, Such us 
What would you say to having FOOM 
come at you every two months 
instead of every three? We'd love to 
make FOOM bi-monthly but it can 
only happen if we know we've got the 
support of the troops {that's you 
guys!). Write us and let us know 
send anything; @ letter, a posteard, a 
currier pigeon, # camel with a note in 
it’s mouth... even an armadilio who 
knows morse code!! Just write! (And 
more subscriptions couldn't hurt!) 


There's also a few other things. 
Fer instance, tell us what kind of 
Lhings you'd like to see in Lhe pages of 
FOOM. Howzabout regular columns 
(and if so, what kind?)? Interviews 
(and with whom?}? Photo features of 
the Fearless Bullpen? Articles on how 
lo do things in comic hook land’? 
Howzabout your centerspreads? Do 
you like ‘em and what kind of things 
would you like done in them? And 


elcome, fellow FOOMite 
another issue of the brand 
new look FOOM 


Whesszt? 

A new-look FOOM"? What was 
the matter with the old FOOM? 
Nothing, really, Kimo Sabes, but we 
figured that along with a new editor 
we should have a new look. If you 
want to know what that new look is 
like just flip through these petrifyin’ 
pages and luke a gander for your- 
selves... we think it speaks for itself! 
(Hmmun. This is the first time we ever 
heard of a talking magazine. Well, 
just strike it up as another first for 
the frolickin’ folks at Magnificent 
Marvell) So here it is, just for you 
from us. 

And speaking of the new editor 
(Who was speaking of a new editor? 
We were, just a few sentences back. 
Pay atteniion, there'll be a test in the 

‘orning!) The new nan at the helm is 
none other than Duffy Vohland, our 
Bombastic British editor, Duffy's got 
experience working on FOOM (he's 
been working on it longer than anyone 
but Stan!), so don't worry about 
anything changing too much, He was 
Associate Editor of the book with 
Scott. Edelman, and he’s gonna keep 
FOOM going in the manner to which 


how do you feel about our other 
regular thingamabobs like spoof 
pages, mini-items on what's happen- 
ing at Marvel and the Fan Art Gal- 
lery? We gotta know, folks, so we can 
give you what you want! We ain't 
doing this for our health, y’know. 

Now that the questions are over, we 
can get on to answers and other nifty 
stuif. So, take it away 

First of all, we'd like you to join us 
in saying a big “Welcome back” to 
Dave Kraft. Dave's beon away from 
the ranks of the Blushin’ Bullpen for a 
while, just taking it easy in his old 
home state, North Dakota, But don’t 
think that we're letting him take it 
easy while he readjusts himself to life 
at Marvel! Nope. We've got Dave 
working on a whole truck load of 
things... like the article on the 
Scarlet Witch you'll find later on in 
this issue, Plus, he’s hard at work on a 
piece for Jack Kirby’s upcoming 
masterpiece, 2001: A Space Odyssey. 
And as if that wasn’t enough, we've 
got Dave chained to his typewriter 
finishing up the fantastic adventures 
of Man-Wolf for an upcoming Marvel 
Spotlight! Who says this isn't the 
Marvel Ageof back-breaking labor? 

‘There're a few things that we think 
you people ought to keep an eye (or 
maybe even two of the little bloodshot 
devils!) out for, Like the Second 
Annual Mighty Marvel Convention. 


That's right, Red Ryder! Our first 
bash last March was such a smash hit 
that we just had to have an encore 
{and you can bet that this is the first 
of many encores that you're gonna 
see!} It's going to be at the wonderful 
Hotel Commodore once more and, like 
the lnst frantic free-for-all, the whole 
bloody (we told you Duffy edited the 
British books!) Bullpen’ll be there to 
meet and greet you! Everyone from 
Stan the Man down to your own 
humble editor here will be there to 
talk to you and tell you everything 
about Marvel Comics that you've 
wanted to know but were afraid to ask! 
Don't miss this one or else you'll 
hate yourself in the morning! 


And speaking of our friends (this 
magazine ain't called the Friends Of 
1’ Marvel for nothing, y’know!) say a 
big howdy to Roger Klorese, the 
author of this issue's feature fiesta. 
Roger has been a comics fan (Marvels, 
natch!) for more years than he cares 
to remember, and we're proud to have 
him aboard the Good Ship FOOM for 
the first (but definitely not the last) 
time. You'll be seeing much more of 
Roger in these pages... even if we 
hafta go all the way up Lo Dertmouth 
College to make sure! 

In case you haven't noticed yet, 
(How could you?) this issue of FOOM 
is dedicated to none other than the 
incredible Vision. Vizh (as we call 
him around the office) has been a 
proud member of the Marvel Universe 
for may moons now, and he is, 
without doubt, one of the most 
popular and well loved characters 
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we've got. (He threatened to turn 
himself to the density of solid titan- 
jum steel and sit on our typewriter if 
we didn’t say that.) 

Inorder to kick off this issue, we've 
got a special cover featuring the 
Vision by none other than premiere 
Vision artist, John Buscema, and 
inked by the multi-talented Craig 
Russell, Plus, in addition to Roger's 
article about Vizh, we've also got 
interviews with the Vision's creator, 
(no, not Ultron-5!} Roy Thomas, and 
current Avengers scripter, Steve 
Englehart. They talk about their 
feelings and the ideas that inspire(d) 
them in their handing of the Vision. 

So that, along with whole bushels 
of other neat things, is that. If we 
may repeat one last time, send us 
your thoughts on FOOM and tell us 
what you want to see here. 

Remember. , . only you can prevent 
FOOMest fires! 


(Editor's Note: A while ago, while 
burrowing through the FOOM top- 
secret files in search of a hiding-place 
for his avocado-and-liverwurst sand- 
wich, one of ithful office 
armadillos chanced upon a reel of 
video-tape. When we played it on our 
combination video-tape-player-laser- 
beam-electric-tooth-brush, we discov- 
ered that it was a television show 
about the life of the Vision. In typical 
fashion, we filed it away again, When 
the thought of this special Vision 
issue of FOOM Magazine was brought 
up, it was suggested to us by the 
same loyal armadillo (now corporate 
vice-president in charge of coffee 
breaks) that we transcribe this tape 
and honor our readers with the trans- 
cript. For conceiving such a wonderful 

aid armadillo was rewarded by 
{a) being given the privilege of copy 
ing the tape word-for-word himself, 
and (b) being given an extra ean of 
flies each week. So he typed his little 
fingers to the bone. Now, as he 
munches away, we bring you, without 
further nonsense, the fruits of his 
labor.) 


FOOM: For your average, everyday, 
scarlet-fuced android super-hero, the 
Vision still leads an exciting life. Or 
is that “lives? I'm your FOOM re- 
porter her at Avengers’ Mansion in 
midtown Manhattan, In a few min- 
utes, the Vision and his lovely wife 
Wanda, the Scarlet Witch, are ex 
pected to arrive, Jarvis, the Avengers’ 
butler, has told Mr. and Mrs. er. wh, 
the Vision and Wanda that there 
would be a charity function here this 
afternoon; but the Vision doesn't 
know we've brought our cameras here 
lo bring America into the Avenger’s 
living-room. Wait... they're at the 
door. Here they come! 

VISION: What is happening here? 
Why are alll these cameras here? 
FOOM: Ixcuse me, Vision, but I'm 
from FOOM Magazine and 
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Yes, Vision, we've gathered here 
today to bring to our viewing audi- 
ence the details of your life story. We 
should start at the beginning, but 
since there are so many different 
beginnings” to your life, we'll begin 
by talking about your second “birth” 
your creation according to the 
version you knew until a few short 
months ago. Vision, do you recognize 
this voice? 
VOICE: “I'm not only your partner, 
Vision. in some strange way, I'm 
also... your grandfather 
FOOM: That, of course, Vision, is 
the voice of Henry Pym, your fellow 
Avenger, renowned biochemist and 
hero of a thousand costumes. Judgin; 
by the black-and-yeliow costume he 
wearing today, I'd say here as 
Yeliowjacket. And with him is his 
lovely wite Janet, who is the Wasp. 
Tell us, Yellowjacket, about that 
cryptic statement, How can you be 
the Vision’s grandfather? 
YJ: As you may, know, the Vision's 
present existence is the indirect result 
of my robotics experiments. I built a 
robot who went out of control. It 
knocked me out, and proceeded to 
evolve itself into a more advanced 
‘Thet unfortunate creation of 
ie was to become one of our dead- 
liest foes: Ultron! Ultron, though a 
machine, was quite like a human 
emotionally, He wanted a son. But he 
knew he couldn't trust any human, 
nor did he have any desire to; he had 
nothing but contempt for the human 
race, So he had the Vision made 
FOOM: We'll be talking about that 
later in our program, Dr. Pym. But 
for now, I'd like to ask you, as the 


Vision's “sponsor” (so to speak) in 
the Avengers, if you recall your 
reaction to his bid for member: 
YJ: Not exactly, no. It was 
thing about 
WASP: Well, I remember exactly, 
High-Pockets. . word-for-word. You 
said, “‘Is a man any less human 
because he has an artificial leg. . .or a 
transplanted heart? The five original 
Avengers included an Asgardian im- 
mortal...and a green-skinned, tor- 
mented behemoth! We ask merely a 
man’s worth. . .not the accident of his 
condition!” 
FOOM: And that, I suppose, got the 
Vision’s membership off on the right 
foot? 
YJ: Yes. I'm sure that through the 
ears he must have had a few doubts; 
we've all had doubts about our own 
performances. But he’s proven himself 
time and again in battle; I trust and 
respect him as I do any Avenger. . 
much as any other man at all. 
VISION: Thank you, Hank. 
FOOM: Yes, thank you, Yellow: 
jacket. Vision, tell us what you your- 
self remember about that early period 
of your life. 
VISION: Well, first | must say that 
all this is according to the facts as we 
knew them in those early days; as you 
seid yourself, we shall deal with 
newer, more complete information at 
alater time. 
I remember the moment 1 awoke, 
facing the metallic leer of the evil 
robol-man who created me, Ultron 3. 
He told me of my powers, as I stood 
there, bound: the ability to change my 
density, to make myself lead-heavy 
and diamond-hard, or lighter than the 
wind and able to walk through the 
thickest walls. But in spite of my 
questioning, he refused to give me a 
name. I was his “inhuman slave,” he 
said; I was beneath his contempt. 
‘Then he sent me off on a mission: to 
kill the Avengers! And, much as I 
regret it, I tried. But a sudden black- 
out gave the Avengers a chance to 
subdue me, and to question me. I 
realized at that moment that my 
future, as well as my sentiments, were 
not with thet evil machineman, but 
with the Avengers, my former targets. 
We (the Avengers and I) set out to 
find Ultron. We found him at his old 
hideout. . but it was all a trap. He 
had caused my blackout, in order that 
Tlure the Avengers back to his death- 
trap of a hideout, We had been tricked 
into a room whose walls were moving 
in on us, crushing us. But I lessened 
my density, and slipped through the 
walls of the murder-room, stalking 
him to his innermost lair. At first, 
Ultron thought I had returned to his, 
service; but soon, he found that I had 
not, and tried to huri me to my death. 


But I “turned the tables," as it is 
said, and led him full-speed into a 
bank of machinery which detonated, 
blowing him apart. We hoped he was 
gone forever; as we were to find out 
soon after, such was not the case. 

FOOM: Yes, as we'llsee later, Ultron, 
in several incarnations, was fated to 
reappear and plague the Avengers 
again (much as he'd already appeared, 
as “The Crimson Cowl”;), But we'll 
get back to that. For now, let's look at 
the next step along in your quest for 
self-knowlege. You asked the Aven- 
gers Assembled. . .not just the active 
members at the time (the Wasp, 
Goliath, the Black Panther, and 
Hawkeye}, but the rest of the group 
as well, including Captain America, 
‘Thor, and Iron Man. . .to consider 
you for membership in the Avengers. 
But first, before they would admit 


you, the Avengers wanted to probe 
the mysteries of your past. 

VOICE: “... and mysteries there he 
a-plenty, tormented one. 

VISION: ‘That is ‘Thor; the ‘Thunder 
God said that at the time. 

FOOM: That's right, Vision, Tel! us, 
please, Thor: what happened next? 
THOR: Aye, mortal. I did transport 
nine fellow Avengers and myself to 
the former dwelling-place of Henry 
Pym. We did find it deserted. But 
Henry—Goliath, at the time—remem- 
bered it as having been damaged; lo, 
though boarded up, it was restored. 
By the use of a memory-restoring 
device of his invention, friend Pym 
learned of his creation of the primitive 
robot which was to become Ultron, 
and of Ultron’s use of his domicile as a 
workplace, And more: he found that 
the device which did contain the 
brain-patterns of Simon Williams, our 
late foe Wonder Man, was missing! 
FOOM: Do you mean to sey that the 
Vision has’ the mind of Simon 
Williams, a dead super-villain? 
THOR: Nay, not the mind, but 
merely the “electrical thought-pat- 
terns.” Williams’ memory, as well as 


his thoughts, are a thing of the past. 
The thoughts of the Vision are his 
own, And it is because of those 
thoughts—proud, noble, heroie—that 
the mighty Avengers didst make our 
offer of membership to the Vision. 
FOOM: Thank you for those words, 
Thor. 
This, then, is the story of the Vision's 
arrival at the gates of Avengerdom. 
But a few short months later, events 
were to transpire which would lead 
the Avengers to doubt the trust they 
placed in you. . .if only for a few short 
hours, Can you tell us about that? 
VISION: Those were the darkest 
times of my life, Ultron had planted a 
command deep within the structure of 
my positronic brain, that, should be 
ever be destroyed, I would reconstruct 
him at the proper time. S.H.LE.L.D. 
ists had invented an alloy, 
i, capable of withstanding 
the mightiest blows. . .even the com- 
bined power of Thor and Iron Man, I 
sneaked into the SH. 
Carrier, under this hi 
sion, and. ..ch, how it pains me to 
think about it . gave life to Ultron 
once more! But this time, just as 
before, I regained control of my 
facuities, and joined the Avengers to 
combat the newly-formed Ultron-6, as 
he rechristened himself, Unfortunate- 


ly, | was injured, and forced to miss 
the battle in which the again-rebuilt 
{this time by himself) "Ultimate 
Ultron” was destroyed, 

FOOM: The Avengers’ confidence in 
you was restored then, The next few 
months were quiet ones. . that is, if 
you can call an intergalactic contest 
involving Kang and the Grandmaster, 
and a battle with one of the many 
incarnations of that band of hate- 
mongers, the Sons of the Serpent, 
quiet. But, in the time that followed, 
an event involving the membership of 
the Avengers was to take place which 
has profoundly affected the course of 
your life from that moment on. 
VISION: Oh? What was that? 
WANDA: What was that? 

didn’t know better. 

VISION: A mere jest, my love. Of 
course, we are talking about your 
return to the Avengers, And it was an 
important event; somehow, I sensed 
even then that it would make a world 
of difference to me. Even then. . .and 
that was before I knew the meaning of 
love, come to think of it. 

WANDA: Come to think of it, you 
couldn’t even “come to think of it” 
until a few months ago, during the 
Kang War. 

VISION: Yes, I was just standing 
around, and all of a sudden, these 
funny things started cycling through 
my positronic memory! The message 
I found most often went something 
like this: “Englehart was here.” 

But I digress, Yes, I met Wanda then, 
Tt was, along with my creation-day 
and our wedding-day, one of the most 
important. days of my life. 

FOOM: But the road to your happi- 
ness, Vision and Wanda, was not 
smooth, First, there was an obstacle 
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at home... family obstacle, in fact, 
Do you know this voice? 
VOICE: “Wanda, I'll never speak to 
you again. . .not while you love that 
android! Not if your so-called loverlife 
includes the Vision! You may think it 
civilized to consort with a machine— 
but [ do not—and no true sister of 
mine would feel differently!" 
WANDA: My brother, Pietro 
Quicksilver! Those are the words he 
spoke to me when lust we met, How 
did you get that statement of his? Did 
he come here to taunt us’? 
FOOM: No, Wanda; that was a tape 
from the Avengers Mansion video- 
monitor. But the protests of your 
brother were not the only stumbling- 
blocks in your paths: there was also 
the competition and flirtation of 
Mantis. 
WANDA: Ah, the so-called “Celes- 
tial Madonna”! Fortunately, her mar- 
riage to one of the Cotati plant-people 
and her ascent to a higher state 
removed her as a problem. But she 
was quite annoy 
FOOM: But you both survived it all 
and now you stand here hefore me, 
as perhaps the most unusual married 
couple in history. 
If the path to your emotional happi- 
not at all clear, the physical 
ther. I 
remember a time, for example, Vision, 
when you were injured, and a mos 
unusual form of surgery was per- 
formed. 
VOICE: “Ant-Man entered the Vi- 
sion and repaired him from the inside. 
Recently, the Vision was able to 
return the favor. But the Vision 
almost entered my body once, . .for 
keeps!” 
FOOM: Well put, Cap. I’m sure you 
all recognize Captain America; what 
were you referring to, Cap, when you 
said that the Vision once almost 
‘occupied you? 
C.A.: Another arch-foe of ours, the 
Grim Reaper, tried to convince the 
ion that if he were to betray us, the 
Reaper would give him a new body. 
The Reaper offered the Vision a body 
which would, most likely, have some 
significance to him: that of Wonder 
Man. Wonder Man was the Reaper's 
brother, and he falsely held the 
Avengers responsible for his brother's 
death. So he tried to entice the Vision, 
who was once more experiencing 
doubts about his humanity, with a 
flesh-and-blood body. Wonder Man's 
body was long dead, though; the 
Reaper (and his silent partner, the 
Space Phantom) intended to trick the 
Vision into taking my body as a sub- 
stitute. As a protective measure, 
they'd captured all the other Aven- 
gers as well. After long resistance, the 
Vision “agreed” to the arrangement; 
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SCARLET WHICH 


itations on a Ms. 
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am not Steve Englehart. 
[i Ihave never, in point of fact, 
had anything to do with writing 
the Scarlet Witch, That undoubtedly 
accounts in part for the reason why I 
was asked to do a couple hundred 
words on her as a character—to 
provide balance, since I am not 
subjectively involved with her or the 
Vision on a creative basis 

Yet 1 am subjectively involved, in 
another way. 

My awareness of the Scarlet Witch 
dates back to her sporadic appear- 
ances as a villainess, generally in 
company with her brother, Pietro, 
and Magneto’s band of evil mutants. 
I never paid much attention to her, 
though; there even remains a faint 
residue of the vague dislike which I 
felt toward the two costumed siblings 
“til well after their eventual assim- 
ilation into the Avengers, Why I 
reacted negatively to them is no 
longer part of my memory, but it 
may have had something to do with 
their original status as evil mutants. 

Anyway, I took my first real notice 
of the Scarlet Witch in AVENGERS 
#16, when the new roster containing 
her became an actuality. Gradually, 
my feelings toward her changed. and 
with time her presence in the 
Avengers—despite occasional short- 
fived absences—assumed a reassur- 
ing if often overlooked importance. 
From time to time she exercised her 
hex power as a diversion, usually 
when the other Avengers were at a 
temporary loss, but mostly she went 
unnoticed in the greater tapestry of 
the storyline. 

She even endured a long-running 
though essentially unexplored ro- 
mantic entanglement involving her- 
self, Hawkeye, and Hercules—a 
relationship which revealed more 
about them than it did about her. It 
is only since her liason with the 

culminating in their recent 
marriage, and also since her exposure 
to and subsequent training in real 
witchcraft, that the Scarlet Witch 
has been much in the limelight. 
Thanks mostly to Stainless Steve, 
she’s once again being impressed on 
my consciousness in a direct way, 
rather than merely being taken for 
granted. 

Operating on the assumption that 
what's true for me must also be true 
for a sizeable number of other 
readers, these informal observations 
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probably come as no great revelation. 

However, it was as I sat in 
Schrafft’s facing Jaunty Jim Sali- 
crup over dessert, while simultan- 
eously trying to get an angle on this 
article, that I came to a most abrupt 
realization. Namely, that despite my 
acquaintance with the Scarlet Witch 
cover lo! these many years, I scarcely 
know her; she’s still primarily an 
enigma to me. 

After all, what do any of us really 
know about the Scarlet Witch? 

Only the bare details of her char- 
acter, if I may boldly answer my own 
rhetorical question. Perhaps that’s 
what irritated me about the Scarlet 
Witch in the first place—her re- 
moved, seemingly aloof nature that 
reveals little of herself beyond the 
obvious motivation conveyed by her 
dialogue and actions. It was this 
absence of definitive “open” insight 
that, without ever really realizing it, 1 
had unconsciously reacted against. 

Truth to tell, I'd never gotten past 
the superficial to understand her 
character for what it is. The obvious 
can occasionally prove maddeningly 
elusive and, as they say in whodunit 
stories, Ishould have known, 

The Scarlet Witch is an introvert. 

My exercise in inference next lead 
me to the inevitable question—why? 
The answer to that is much easier. 
The mere possession of mutant 
abilities would affect a child in 
drastic fashion, and must certainly 
have served to turn young Wanda’s 
thoughts inward, creating in her a 
contained intensity and a strong self- 
sufficiency, even as it brought those 
qualities and a frustrated bitterness 
to her brother. 

As if that weren't enough, the 
mutant Ms. went on to the study of 
real witchcraft. My first exposure to 
real witchcraft came with my posi- 
tion as editor of a metaphysical 
journal which, at times, featured 
genuine articles on the occult. One of 
these detailed ritual proceedings and 
outlined requirements for the serious 
scholar of the art, and from it I know 
that the study and practice of witch- 
craft and magick requires severe 
discipline, 

Wanda’s mastery of it indicates an 
endurance and determination of 
character that runs deeper than is at 
once apparent, and her efforts to 
transcend her mutant power, rather 
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than relying on it exclusively, prove 
that she is no weak-willed female 
stereotype. 

Rather than being sharply charac- 
terized in a few brief issues, it is only 
if the total of her appearances in the 
X-MEN and the AVENGERS are 
taken as a tremendous and lengthy 
novel that her evolution and develop- 
ment can be appreciated and that all 
the complexities of her introverted 
nature emerge to the discerning eve. 

Which is, I guess, in a roundabout 
way, intimating that I have a discern- 
ing eye, Forgive me such a pretense, 
however illusionary; these are merely 
myopic meditations intended to stir 
some thought and shed some insight 
on an oft-overlooked subject. 

As I stated at the outset, while I 
have absolutely nothing to do with 
chronicling the ongoing exploits of 
the Scarlet Witch, I could not pos- 
sibly affect an objective stance when 
it came to discussing her as a 
character. I have been reading the 
AVENGERS far too long for that, So 
I'm hoping these assorted personal 
observations have sufficed in liew of a 
pedantic and boring monologue on 
the significance of any slight vari- 
ations in the costume of the Scarlet 
Witch, or some similar treatise. 

And, anyway, it's all over already, 

» painless, and no more than 


vide for a balanced | sight. 
Take care, and stay aware! 
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OLD 33. WAS CHEAR 
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RIDICULOUS! 


SE: Hello. 
FOOM: Steve? FOOM here. 


: Have you been thinking about the 
Vision for this interview since 1 last spoke to 
you? 

SE: To an extent. Scott talked to me about 
this last summer and I thought about it then. 
Ithasn't been at the top of my mind but I have 
given it some thought, 

FOOM: Right. That's basically what I wanted 
Your thoughts on the Vision off the top of 
your head. What did you think when you first 
took over the book? 

SE: Well, when I first took over the Avengers 
«I've said this before and Y'll say it again 
that Roy Thomas’ AVENGERS were among 
the best comics that have ever been done. I 
thought, as a reader, that Roy's AVENGERS 
were just incredibly top rate. Again, it wasn’t 
just Roy's AVENGERS because there was 
Buscema and Adams and Buckler and people 
like that which have not graced THE AVEN- 
GERS pages in my day. 1 thought, just in 
general, it had really come together and L 
thought, Wow! When Roy asked me to take it 
over Iwas, at the same time, really happy about 
it because I really loved the strip and 1 was also 
new enough at comics not t0 really know... 
had a lot of enthusiasm but I really didn’t have 
the knowledge of how difficult it would be to 
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that I wanted toconcentrate omit and | feet real 
good about the Avengers now. I really feel like 
I found what I was trying to find with that, 
which was how to do an Englehart AVEN- 


follow in Roy's footsteps. I had a lot of conti 
dence in myself and I figured 1 could do it. 
What | tried to do then was like Roy’s AVEN- 
GERS and I did that for about @ year and a 
half, And it took me like that year and a half 
to discover that { wasn’t Roy, that what I 
should be doing is Englehart's AVENGERS so 
I finally started pulling it in that direction 
about the middle of the Mantis story. It was 
started in a whole different way than it ended. 
By the middle of it I realized Gee, I'm trying 
todo Roy's strip here but I don't approach a 
book the way Roy does. I approach it from the 
basis of the characters and how they face the 
menace, whereas Roy approaches from the 
aspect of what's a good menace and once 1 got 
‘story then I'll add characterization. So we're 
coming at it from a 180° apart and trying to 
do it on Roy's basis... there were ups and 
downs but I generally was not entirely satistied 
with the way the Avengers were going. That's 
basically why I gave up THE DEFENDERS of 
the two because I thought, myself, that I had 
done @ real good job on THE DEFENDERS. 
I'd liked what I had done with it and [ thought 
okay, since Lonly want to do one group book 1 
‘would rather stick with the one that I just don’t 
feel that I've gotten up tomy standards yet, So 1 
dropped THE DEFENDERS and kept THE 
AVENGERS, and I know at the time lots of 
people said, why'd you do that? ‘The point was 


GERS. As far as the Vision goes... the Vision 
was created, as far as I could determine from 
talking with Roy, to be Marvel's Mr. Spock. 
He was going to be the mysterious guy that 
everybody fell in love with... you can ask 
Paty, she'll testify to this... “The sort of 
untouchable but super man. You know, the 
guy that everybody wants because he’s so 
unapproachable. And he was an excellent 
character under that conception. It was Roy's 
character and Roy’s handling at that time and 
then Roy started that trip of Wanda and the 
Vision together. He started it and then he got 
off the book and I was left with it and that was 
fone of the things that really stymied me. 1 
didn’t know where to go with it. I was trying to 
‘go where he was going but there was really no 
place to go with it. Except... well, I could 
have done Steve Rogers and Sharon Carter for 
the next twenty years where they sort of came 
and went, but I didn’t want to do that because 
Thad already gotten rid of the Steve Rogers 
Sharon Carter thing by the time 1 took over 
Captain America and I was well on the way to 
defining theirrelationships, with theone-ermed 
vet (2) coming und going. He would have 
stayed if had stayed but I wrote him out in 


the Jast issue to give anybody who came after 
the chance to do whatever they wanted. But 
the point being that I've always thought the 
Clark Kent-Lois Lane type relationship might 
work for them, but Marvel comics are 
supposed to progress and things are supposed 
to happen. So, it finally occured to me, and 1 
hate to say now how long it took me to really 
understand some of these characters [ was 
working with, that if the Vision was in love 
with Wanda then he was not Mr. Spock. as 
Mr. Spock doesn't fallin love. What we had 
here was a Mr. Spock who wamed to be 
Captain Kirk. to follow that analogy. He 
wanted ta be human and he wanted to be in 
love with ber and he wanted to have feelings. 
That came as 2 great revelation to me and if it 
was going to progress he had to get off the 
dime as far as his relationship with Wanda 
was concerned and the reason he wasn't going 
anywhere is because he was supposed to be 
Mr. Spock. When it finally occured to me that 
he wasn't, then I could do something with 
him, So 1 did. The way {look at him now is 
that he is, despite having human brain 
patterns, stil a computer mind, He still has an 
ice cold voice, he still has a very logical 
approach to things from his Spock heritage. 
But at the same time he wants to be more 
human. It's not like the Tin Woodsman who 
goes around crying, “Oh gosh, if J could just 
have a heart everything would be fine.” The 
Vision's more together than that but be wants 
to be mort human without necessarily giving 
up anything he all ready is, He just wants to 
‘try to develop that side of his personality 


which the computer mind doesn’t give him a 
whole lot of 

FOOM: On that wanting to be human aspect 
of the character, I would thing, and this is go- 


ing back to some things you said in several 
letter columns, that he would want to have 
kids 

SE: That was exactly my idea, as a matter of 
fact. U kind of thought that he would and I 
didn’t, being 2 male, necessarily think 
through Wanda’s trip entirely. I'd have to say 
that I think I do a pretty good jo on women 
generally but [ dida't really, .. well, thinking 
through wanting to have a baby isn’t 
something that’s been part of my experience, 
but now that I'm married my wife and I have 
discussed it, ete., but the thing with Wanda 
and the Vision goes back to before T was 
martied. But Paty made a good argument 
somewhere that Wanda was not at all 
interested in being a mother, which, once it 
was explained to me, U saw immediately and [ 
said sure, My original idea was thut they 
would adopt a kid. | thought that would be a 
nice, bizarre development in their relation 
ship. Bat I think it is true that Wanda would 
not be so interested in it as, given that 
point. .. it's always been my opinion that the 
Vision could not be a natural father. 1 had 
played with the idea and rejected it as being 
impossible to explain in a code approved 
comic book... that the Vision could drop 
around to his local sperm bank and pick up a 
liter of stuff, But you could never explain that 
in comics and since that solution was therefore 
denied me entirely, the adoption thing seemed 
logical until 1 came to realize that Wanda 
wouldn't necessarily go for it. 

FOOM: What { thought on the terms of the 
sperm bank thiog was that when Ultron 
created him he created him fully operational, 
In which case he would have had to get the 
sperm supply from either Hank Pym or Jarvis 


or... That could arise into some interesting 
things if it were Hank, but what could you get 
away with in (erms ofthe Code. 
SE: Yeah. So the sperm bank idea was just 
tout from the start. The more | thought about 
a writer, as I've often said, particularly when 1 
‘was working with Tuska, is supposed to make 
everything make sense. It’s like you've got 
Point A and Point B and you've got to figure 
‘out a way to get from one to the other that will 
make sense. You've got to be able to read it 
and think that it’s progression and nobody 
thinks well, vou think of the beginning and 
then the end and then a way to get there. 
Always a challenge. But, given any two 
points you can find some way to get between 
them and thus, given the idea that they were 
not going to have kids it became very logical to 
me that Ultron-5 would not have endowed the 
Vision, as I said in the letters page. There ate 
reasons. I could give reasons why. Given the 
fact that he was trying to build ¢ sort of "son 

= you never think of your son as being 
sexually together individual. A son is not 
thought of in terms of his sexual prowess. 
FOOM: The sume with your father and 
mother type thing, 
SE: Yeah. So when he was building the 
Vision he was building somebody in a human 
body who would serve him, ete. I really doubt 
that even if he had the technology that he 
would have bothered to have fixed the Vision 


up. Itwouldn’t have been of any use to him. He 
had no inkling that anything else was going to 
happen. So, as far as I'm concerued. the 
Vision is non-functional in that arca. We will 
say for the sake of Wanda that he is physically 
fonetional. Anyway, you may have a point. 
The Vision may care but, I think that 
it’s part of the trip about wanting to become 
human but at the same time, I've considered. 
and this is just another idea... I always have 
a bunch of ideas floating around to choose 
from... that I'd use in the Wonder Man 
story. Quite probably in this story, with the 
possibility of his regaining his full humanit 

there could be a very oblique discussion about 
is Wanda satisfied with the way things are and 
this and that, Bue I think that the reason I got 
them married in the first place is because 
they're real good for each other, just the 
characters as established. She's very under- 
standing with a guy like him, She's level 
headed, very warm, so on and so forth. She 
understands where he’s at (A singles Bat in 


the Bronx...) and can not only live with it, 
but love it, And he digs her and I think they 
make a good couple and that's sort of where 
the whole overall thrust of the thing is now. 
‘There’s no longer that will he or won't h 

kind of trip because it became obvious after a 
while that he would. Now that they're ma 

just the adjustments and there’s still the big 
story that deals with what happens when they 
face the world tor real. But basically, he's sort 
of like at Stage Two. having totally abandoned 
the pure concept of Mr. Spock. We're into the 
stage now where we see what happens when 
Mr. Spock gets married. He will be trying to 
adjust to it and the thing that I've already 
started to play with, and will be bringing to 
fruition here, is he brought her back from 
their honeymoon after a day and a half and 
said... . well, okay, .. they were having fun and 
all, that we assume, but it’s not such a big deal 
to him as itis to say, us. It's very logical to him 
that, okay, we've gone away and now let’s get 
back and see what happens. And Wanda 
doesn't look at it like thet and, being 
newlyweds, I didn't want to get them into a big 
argument, because newlyweds wouldn't get 
into this really big argument if they loved exch 
other. 


FOOM: Butlateron she'll think aboutit 
SE: Well, Ae’s all ready thinking about it 
Again, it’s only been touched on since there's 
so much going on, but I have set it up where 
he’s thinking, “Gee, everybody thinks it’s 
strange that I came back after a day and = 
half. Maybe I'm wot as human as 1 thought 1 
was... there’s a lot [still have to learn.” He 
wants to be cool, and at the same time he 
doesn’t have any experience at it so he’s 
having to learn where it’s at as he goes along. 
FOOM: Are you going to open up their mac 
Fiage in terms of Quicksilver and possibly 
the Whizzer? 
SE: Well, L understand Quicksilver is going 
into the Inhumans but I don’t think it would 
be a big deal to get him back for ¢ guest-star. 1 
had been wanting to do it for a long time, and 
probably still will, something with Quicksilver. 
T want to have him come back and explain 
why he’s a bigot, Present a sort of sympathetic 
explaining his viewpoint because every- 
body's viewpoint makes sense to them. I don’t 


like to do the same situation over and over 
again so I think I would have Quicksilver 
coming back and have hint come to at least 
grudging terms with the situation as it exists. 
But of course he wouldn't come back and 
consent to be an Avenger or something like 
that, He'll still go aver and be an Inhuman, or 
whatever he is, but something with Quicksilver 
eventually. Again, since I am going 10 be 
concentrating ou the Vision and Wanda, and 
Yeliowjacket and the Wasp as a sort of 
nucleus for the sequence beginning with 
Avengers 150, 1 would expect that 

bbe something there. What I also wa 

imo is Wanda and Jan becoming g 

as the wives of the group. Instead of the 
quadrangle thing with Mantis and the 
Swordsman breaking in and aut between 
Wanda and the Vision, just two couples who 
like each other. Like Hank and Vision could 
hhang out together and watch the football 
game and drink beer and whatever's happen- 
ing. As far as the whole team, that's why I 
decided on the team as it is because F've got 
that nucleus of four and then the two old 
guard guys, Captain America and Iron Man, 
and then the Beast, who's sort of the perenni 
outsider. 

FOOM: I wish the Beast would get some of his 
oid dialogue back. 

SE: Well, that was shot to hell by Roy 
Gerry when they started the Beast strip, When 
took ir over he was all ready supposed to not 
talk like that, It was the first strip I ever wrote 
and they said, "Here, don’t write him like he 
used to be.’ Okay, so what L came up with was 
that real crazy sort of continuous comedy 
monologue that he’s into. And I liked it, So 
did everybody else, except maybe you. 

FOOM: No. no. {like it. It's just 1 
he should still have some ofthat le 
SE: Well he's smart. There's no question of 
that. He's not stupid at all which is what made 
hhim win out over Hawkeye because he could 
see the weirdness in it a lot more cleacly. He's 
smart but he's just morc laid back. He grew 
up end he went through the whole X-Men 
trip... [think there are people who, while in 
hhigh school. are all intellectual or heavy in to 
something and as they grow up they start to 
say, ‘Yeah, well. ! can roll with the punches a 
Tittle bit more, too.” I just don’t think you're 
going to see much change in the Beast in that 
direction. I'm not going to make him stupid, 
‘but I like writing him as this eruzy guy 
FOOM: Right. 1 was also going {© mention 
where, in the last issue or so, he turned blue 
and you said he was mutating further. Is that 
just in terms of changing his color or did you 
‘aaye something else planned? 

SE: No, that was an edilorial decision. The 
book was not selling and everybody set around 
wondering why it wasn't selling. They figured 
it was becuse the Beast didn't look 
impressive enough as this sort of motley gray. 
The gray, you know, comes out this sort of 
fight purple anyway. That was just an art 
decision, basically... “We'te making his 
blue... . explain it, Steve! 

FOOM: But back to the Vision. .. Have you 
done any ideas ot plotting for the Vision story 
in SPOTLIGHT? 

SE: No, not really. 

FOOM: So you haven't had any real thoughts 
on how the return of Wonder Man is going (© 


tL think 


SE: No. All L know is that Mary said he 
wanted him back and it sounded like a good 
thing to get into for the 150th anniversary 


issue, As to what’s going to happen with him I 
don’t really know. Thats still two issues away 
as far as plotting goes. I do the stuff pretty 
much in sequence, I have ideas floating 
around as to what I'll do when I get there but 
inasically take it one book at a time. But the 
Vision, who’s so secretive, is preity unknown 
asa character so there’s not that much known 
about him 
FOOM: I really wish you hadn't had hint think. 
SE: Oh yeah. ‘That was an idea to try and 
‘open him up some and I agree with you and I 
don’t plan to do that again. I did it for a 
reason, but upon further consideration I, as I 
said. ageee with you. 

FOOM: Lthink that pretty much anything you 
want to do with the Vision can be done 
without having him think, 

SE: There is @ problem with thet, in that 
because he never thinks you never really know 
what he's doing inside which is okay with a 
Mr. Spock concept. but with a more developed 
person, after a time, you don't know where 
he’s at. Which is why. in fact, in that Hellcat 
issueon the second page, we have him thinking, 
but not in terms of thought baloons just 
blurbs. 

FOOM: That's the way itshould be dane. 

SF: Right. I agree with you, So, we live and 
learn. 1s really an organic think. Stan said 
that Spider-Man used to write itself and Len 
says that too. In some ways the books do and 
in others they don't. Its organic in that exch 
issue is a step along the road, I'm sure not 
ying to tell you T've written THE AVEN- 
GERS perfectly. 

FOOM: Like you said before concerning the 
writing on THE AVENGERS when you first 
started, it's difficult to write somebody else 

it hampers you... but it must be much easier 


tw say ‘Well, now I've got the strip and I'm 
going towrite me.” 

SE: Well, [learned thet. But | didn't know it 
from the start for sure and once I started 
approaching the Avengers as a sort of... well, 
as an analogy, Roy was writing the book as the 


television Avengers where I should have 
approached it as kind of the Waltons just 
because I started taking it from the characters 
point of view and that lead to the whole 
Mantis and quadrangle thing. That's when I 
sturted liking il us far as really being satisfied 
‘with what was happening. Trying to do it from 

mebody else's point of view... from Roy's 

nt of view... that’s just not where I'm at. 
FOOM: When you were doing the Mantis: 


‘Swordsman thing, were you planning on doing 
anything with Mantis and the Vision? 
SE: That started before while was finding my 
own style on the book, Mantis was originally 
supposed to be a femme fetale who was going 
to come in and sort of dump the Swordsman 
originally and start putting the moves on 
everybody. If you remember, when she first 
met the Avengers she kissed everybody. In 
fact, the Vision was going to be the object of 
her affectons. My original idea was to have the 
Vision swayed by her and would, in his interest 
of becoming fiuman, find 2 second sexy 
woman who was definitely on his trail and he 
would be enough ofa little bay in that sense 10 
be flattered and even imerested. But as Twrote 
the strip month to month [ could never get it 
to the point where he could do that to Wanda. 
Liried making Wanda bitchy for a while but 1 
could never convince myself that he would do 
it, It seemed logical as a concept to work 
towards but I could never get there because 
could never make myself believe it. So it 
becume more in everybody else's mind than a 
physical act. 

FOOM: It seems to me that even though he is 
logical in ay much a sense of the word as 
possible in his quest to become human he 
would at times go a bit overboard and mess up 
in some way or another. 

SE: Yeah. That's what I'm getting into now 
The trials and tribulations of an android who 
wants o be human, 1 want to keep him 
basically happy. I don't want to change it. 
Right now, I've got it so this'll be a happy 
marriage. He'll mess up but everything’ll be 
allright. They're too much in love. He doesn’t 
really know how to do what he wants to do, 
which is to become human, so he will make 
mistakes. I don't foresee any real heavy 
traumas where Wanda'll leave him or 
anything. 

FOOM: There's a problem there with The 
Avengers being so much a part of their lives 
and separately they'd have to leave their whale 
lives in order to leave each other 

SE: Yeah. L couldn't see it in Reed Richards 
and Sue and 3 don’t see it in Vision and 
Wanda cither, They seem to be hap; 
together. Perhaps Hank and Jan Pym, since 
he's so studious and she's so flighty, but act 
Wanda and Vision. They're very happy 
together. [really ike to do characters and play 
them against each other. 

FOOM: Okay, Steve, 1 guess that's about it for 
now. Thanx a buneh. 


FOOM: What were the circumstances behind 
the creation of the Vision and why was he 
created? 
RT: The Vision was created because, at 
certain periods, I was not allowed, because of 
‘editorial policy, to use Captain America, Ther 
and Iron Man as much as I wanted to. T had 
to, in fact, at various times, take them out of 
the Avengers against my will, Laver T sneaked 
them back in. But at this particular time L 
wanted to create an Avenger that I could play 
around with... one that I had mote ot less 
invented and 1 wanted to bring buck a new 
version of Jack Kirby's Vision character. I 
don’t know if he wrote it or not in those 
days.... he probably did. I wanted to use that 
character, or something like it, a guy from 
another dimension, only trapped in our 
mension. Sort of an earth-bound Silver 
Surfer. And Stan, at the same time that I went 
over itwith him, wanted an android character. 
He wanted the name Android Man or 
something like that. I could call him anything 
1 wanted to... I would have called him 
Mandroid or whatever, Andro, or something 
like that. I didn’t like the idea as such, but 
finally, since [ really wanted to get the Vision 1 
talked Stan into having the Vision but as an 
android instead of being a guy from another 
iension, And everything went pretty well, 
‘The only thing I had done was to have his face 
made red because we didn't want to have any 
mote blue or green people... we had a lot of 
those, so [ made the face sed. Stan always 
thought it looked too humorous, but to date 
nobody's ever said it looked humorous. 
Another thing I did... most central charac- 


ters always have a chest symbol so I put the 
diamond on 
FOOM: Actually, the chest symbol is so 
insignificant that he could have almost gone 
out it. 
RT: Yeah. But Ididn’t want him to because 
ink it focuses attention on him. I think it 
makes a better character, visually, then he 
would have been without it, Otherwise you've 
just got a green chest. You're right. It wasn't 
‘terribly important. I just liked it so I put it on 
there. Aud the jewel on the head, OF course 
the character's quite different from what Thad 
originally planned, but that was the main in- 
spiration... getting a new Avenger that 1 
could play with. He was very popular from the 
beginning and I had a lot of fun with him. 1 
remember that the second issite he appeared 
in, which told his origin backwards... you 
know, each flashback taking place before the 
one earlier in the book, was one of the best 
selling AVENGERS ever...It was called 
Even an Android Can Cry". . (probably be- 
cause it had all thesecharacters charging at the 
reader on the cover.) I know that was during a 
period when the AVENGERS were doing vety, 
very well and it created a lot of enthusiasm at 
the time and the Vision became a popular char- 
acter immediately. Especially with his on-agai 
off-again romance with the Scarlet Witch and 
soforth 
FOOM: When you first came up with the 
Vision did you plan the whole thing with the 
original Human Torch? 
RT: No. actually that was Neal Adams’ idea. 
Neal, when we did that one giant-size book 
together, stuck this one panel in there of the 
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Ant-Man seeing something in the Vision’s 
chest that somehow gave him the idea thar he 
was the Human Torch. It’s kind of ridiculous 
in a way. 1 just Jeft it in as a kind of subtle bit 
because J felt one panel in the middle... and 
itcould have been interpreted in 3000 ways 

It was unfortunately leaked to the fan press 
and even a letter in a letters page after I had 
stopped doing the book was printed that 
mentioned the fact. 

FOOM: It was my letter. (Laughter.) 

RT: Was it? It shouldn't have been printed 
« -.it's not your fault, tho. That gave it away to 
a few people. It was even mentioned in an 
article in Gallery or something. It was an idea 
of Neal's and I've never been terribly wild 
about the idea but I had decided to use it 
simply because it gave him a little bit of 
pedigree. It wasn’t a terribly important 
idea. 


OOM: Steve certainly used it to the hilt 
RY: Yeah, He did, 

FOOM: [ think I once heard you say that 
Kirby designed the character. 

RY: No. But he was based partially on the 
early Kirby character. But no, Kirby had 
nothing to do with 

FOOM: Jobn Buscema came up with the 
Gesign? 


RT: Well, basically, I explained to John what 
1 wanted and sent him a picture of Kirby's 
Vision..:one of the early issues where he 
looked very grint...and 1 said I wanted that 
but I wanted kind of a helmet feeling. And 1 
think { probably drew a picture of the head 
and mentioned the jewel and mentioned the 
diamond on the chest and so forth, John came 
up with it and we changed it between the first 


and second book only in how the cape 
fastened in the front. But it was basically 3 
combination of sort of Kirby's and mine and 
Buscema's 

FOOM: When you were doing the Vision the 
ook was selling so well. Did you ever think of 
spinning him off and trying him clsewhere? 
RT: Yeait, 1 deliberately waned not to 
suggest that... I think one time I might have 
in moment of weakness, but basically | never 
really wanted to because I liked him. Y'know, 
he became an android adrift in a world where 
all the characters are mistits, It seemed to me 
the idea of android running around. that 
people might distrust would be not too 
different from all the other misfit hetoes, 1 
thought that in the context of 9 group he 
works better. It was a combination of the fact 
that I don’t think Stan ever really realized how 
popular the character was and, since the name 
the Vision is not a strong name in and of itself, 
was nat that strong because it doesn’t suggest 
strength. I never really wanted to spin him off 
and we may have discussed it once and Stan 
didn't want to and J, if L ever brought it up 
and all, let it drop immediately because I 
really didn’t care too much for the idea. I 
didn’t mind an occasional guest shot some: 
where else or a team-up but if it were left to 
me I'd just as soon not do a Vision book. 
FOOM: Well, we're doing one now in MAR- 
VELSPOTLIGHT. 

RT: Well, that kind of thing makes sense to 
me and I don't begrudge anyone for it. It’s 
now quite a different character. Forexample, | 
don't know if I would ever have had the Vision 
and Scarlet Witch get mastied. There are 
other things, like showing the Vision without 
part of his costume on... I just would never 
have done it, He just doesn't look that good 
and it takes away from the grim dramatic 
‘quality of it to make him look like that. It's a 
nice realistic touch but I don’t think that 
realism in and of itself is always a good idea. I 
respect the fact that Steve has made the book 
sell quite well since he’s taken it over but | 
don’t always agree with what he does in it. 
FOOM: When you created him did you think 
he could conceive? 

RT: Ob yeah. | always had in mind that, not 
Jong after he was created, the Vision’ was 
like the red androids in Robert Silverberg’s 
‘TOWER OF GLASS. They too had a kind of 
sex life, But as far as conception I'm aot quite 
sure what 1 had in mind when he was first 
created. J always assumed that he was 
complete but as far as having a child, I don't 
know. Can he now? 

FOOM: No. Steve said no. 

RY: think T probably would have assumed 
FOOM: 1 was thinking along the lines of 
Uitron-5's having used Hank Pym or Jarvis as 
8 donor. 

Ri: Jarvis, T think, would have been kind of 
ridiculous because, though I think there is 
nothing repulsive about old age, I think it’s an 
inherent turn-otf to kids. 

FOOM: Hokay, Roy, I guess that's it 
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KANG/RAMA-TUT BY STAN LEE AND JACK KIRBY IN FANTASTIC FOUR ANNUAL #2 (1964). THE FINAL COVER REMOVED 
DOOM'S FIGURE AND COVER CAPTION, LEAVING THE MYSTERY ALIVE. 


THE AVENGERS 


a 


ni 
| eu pHQUGH THEY SURVIVE THAT BAT7ZE, THey 
AR. ONE MAN'S DEFENSE 1S ANOTHER 


OSE TI 
Man's arracK. AND THE SUPREME WipetL CENCE 


[= THE SUM AND 
SUBSTANCE OF 
(THE MIGHTIEST 


STARK 
INDUSTRIES 
TOOK INITS. 

TIAB. 


FAREWELL, FRIENDS. AT LEAST, 
THE MILITARY S IGNORANT 
OF YOUR EXISTANCE, AND THE 
| IRRIGATION SYSTEM WE Devise? 
{Wilt MAINTAIN YOUR LIVES.. 


{BUT EVEN AS YOU HAVE AIDED US FOR THE MANY 
“YEARS, SO SHALL WE Bae, A WAY To AID YOUNOWS 


THE TELEPATHIC 
VOICE RESOUNDS 
IN EACH PRIEST'S 


«THOUGH THEY MAY BE PARDONED A CERTAIN 
SINKING SENSE OF DISBELIEF, WHICH ONLY 
GROWS AS THEY FILE ONTO THEIR DARK, 

BARREN PRISON PLANET, 


THEY KNOW, TOO WELL, THE 
CRUELTY ANC POWER OF THEIR 
OPPRESSERS. 


NOW, YOU SPINELESS SCUM, 
YOU'LL HAVE YOUR CHANCE 
TO SURVIVE, JUST AS OUR 
ANCESTORS DID,ON 
EARTH'S MOON? 


eee ne 


START THEIR OWN. 

EMPIRE, YON-BURR! 

THE SCUM EMPIRE! 
HA HAS 


ONLY MARVEL IS CRAZY ENOUGH TO CREATE A COMIC THAT MAKES YOU GO ARGGH! 


THE SOLDIERS’ JeERS Y 

SEEM TO LINGER, EVEN 

AFTER THEY VANISH 
INTO THE VOID, 


BY 
UAMOBILE, 
AND NOW. 
| COMPLETELY 
| EVOLVED, 


| PLANTS. 
HALF A 


COURTESY HERITAGEAUCTIONS.COM 


AVENGERS #134, PAGE 8 ORIGINAL ART, BY SAL BUSCEMA & JOE STATON 


THE AVENGERS 


Pe 


I HAVE BUT ONE FRIEND: SHE 
WHO STANDS BY MY SIDE... 


f.. AND IS: 
Sj 


NEVER LEAVE HER. 
SIDE, UNTIL I HAVE 


LEARNED A: 


1S TO KNOW ABOUT 
THE SCIENCE OF 
WITCHCRAFT. 


HER BEHAVIOR 
MUST BE 
INVESTIGATED! 
PERHAPS A 
MINO- BURST 
WILL GARNER 
AN ANSWER! 


HALL 


LL THERE 


CAN DETECT THE MENTAL 
ee OONDRACONS. 
ON i} 
Lv MIlID -~ | 


ag 


Ee THOUGH NO HUMAN EYE 


WITCHCRAFT HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN A 
PAGAN ART, BERING 


ITS. POWER FRO; 
NATURE, ALIEN! <| 


ANG ALL. OTHER, 
THINGS ORGANIC! 


= 


YOU NEEO SAY NO MORE, MY 
SCARLET WITCH. YOUR SKILL 
PROCLAIMS MUCH MORE. 

LOUDLY -- 


ONE OF THE MOST ASTONISHING TALES OF ALL— Di 


EATHLOK THE DEMOLISHER! 
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AVENGERS #134, PAGE 12 ORIGINAL ART, BY SAL BUSCEMA & JOE STATON 


| ¢ SUNNGH! S| 
DION'T. 
( EXPECT--- 


THE AVENGERS 


5) 


£2) 


THERE “LisT Zz --50 THAT I 
BE SOMEONE & MAY HAVE A 
OWES 


THEN, TAKE MES T 
HAVE NO LIFE AS A 
SENTIENT MACHINE! 


W 


LZ CAME FaR--WAIT! vy | 
\AVCIAL RECEPTORS 
DETECT A SOUINP--COMING 
RAPIOLY TRUS WAYS 


=<AND YOU WOULD FIND THAT BEING 
SENTIENT ONLY ALLOWS YOU TO BE 
BEFECTED BY 17--1E YOU COULD 
REMEMBER ANY OF THIS NOW, 


THE SOUND COMES CLOSER! 
I MUS, AUARY 


THERE IS A BEING 
IN 7ARMENT HERE! 
‘THE WAVES OF 
EMOTION GROW 
STRONGER AS 

I DRAW NEARER! 


IN OWE YEAR, 
VISION , YOU WILL 
BE SURN. 


Bur HATS 
STORY -IN FFG 


WEANWHILE, IN A CERTAIN yi i ALL IN GOOD TIME, MANTIS. ¥ 
a ee fo te <4 ¢ I HAVE AROUSED YOU-- 


CLBRA! Yous 
HAVE CLAIMED TO 
BE THIS ONES 

FATHER! 


--7ODAY WiLL SEE 

THE COMING OF 

THE CELESTIAL 
MAPONNEAS 


WELCOME, MANTIS. WE 
HAVE BEEN AWAITING 
iu. 


DEAD 
/ sworosman--!] ||| 
THE ABSORBING MAN RETURNS, AND THE MIGHTY THOR MAY NEVER BE THE SAME AGAINI 


| ba. | 
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AVENGERS #135, PAGE 6 ORIGINAL ART, BY GEORGE TUSKA & FRANK CHIARAMONTE 


THE AVENGERS GO TO WAR WITH KANG 
IN A TIME-TWISTING EPIC! 


hroughout his Avengers’ run, Steve Englehart slowly built the mysterious Mantis 

into one of '70s Marvel's most intriguing characters. Here, her tale reaches its 
cosmic climax in a saga spanning space and time — “The Celestial Madonna!” When 
Kang the Conqueror arrives, the action begins. Before it's over, Kang, Rama-Tut and 
Immortus will have you time-twisted in two. And that's just for starters! The origin 
of the Vision is revealed, and he and the Scarlet Witch wed. Then, the Avengers put 
out a call for new members. Beast, Hellcat and Moondragon join, while Captain 
America, Yellowjacket and the Wasp return. Each will be tested in a second war with 
Kang and the Squadron Sinister. It's a classic conflict that teams the Avengers with 
the Marvel heroes of the Old West! 


AVENGERS #129-149 & GIANT-SIZE #2-4 


and stories from N 
y with this edition! 
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